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TO  THE  HONOURABLE 


HENRY  ERSKINE, 


S I R, 

MANY  different  motives  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  influence  my  conduct, 
when  I prefix  your  name  to  the  prefent 
work.  Aftridland  uninterrupted  friendfhip 
has  fubfifled  between  us,  from  a very  early 
period  of  our  lives,  to  the  prefent  hour. 
And  I have  ever  efteemed  it  a lingular 
happinefs  that  I have  been  thus  connected 
with  one,  whofe  character  is  adorned  by 
many  of  the  moft  fhining  qualities.  With- 
out, therefore,  attempting  to  delineate  thofe 
engaging  manners  which  render  you  ami- 
able as  a man,  and  thofe  confpicuous  ta- 
lents which  diflinguifh  you  as  a lawyer; 
yet  the  high  opinion  which  I have’of  your 
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abilities,  and  the  many  proofs  you  have 
given  me  of  the  mod  fincere  regard,  might 
naturally  induce  me,  to  exprefs  my  grati- 
tude and  efleem  in  the  molt  public  man- 
ner* 

I am,  however,  at  prefent  a&uated  by  a 
different  conlideration.  You  have  a par- 
ticular claim  to  every  compliment  which 
can  be  paid  by  this  publication,  as  you 
have  been  one  of  the  firft  and  warmeft 
fupporters  of  the  charitable  eftablilhment 
which  has  given  origin  to  it.  The  records 
of  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfary,  as  well  as 
the  daily  benedictions  of  friendlefs  pover- 
ty, now  afford  uncontrovertible  evidence 
that  it  has  been  productive  of  the  mod 
happy  con  Sequences  in  alleviating  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  indigent.  And  I flatter 
myfelf,  the  following  pages  will  bear  fome 
teftimony,  that  it  has  alfo  been  lnftru— 
mental  in  augmenting  the  flock  of  ufeful 
medical  fads  and  observations. 

I am,  indeed,  fully  aware,  that  thofe  who 
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read  this  publication  with  the  foie  view  of 
finding  fault,  will  have  no  difficulty  in  de- 
tecting ample  foundation  for  criticifm,  even 
when  it  is  now  prefented  to  the  public  in  a 
third  edition,  and  after  repeated  correc- 
tions. But  I truft,  that  thofe  who  perufe  it 
from  the  hopes  of  receiving  information, 
may  find  fome  compenfation  for  their  la- 
bour. 

If  my  efforts,  however,  have  any  effect 
of  this  kind,  there  is  till  greater  reafon  to 
hope  that  your  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 
Difpenfary,  will  have  more  obvious  and 
more  extenfive  influence  in  promoting  the 
public  good.  The  active  part  which  you 
have  taken  in  forwarding  the  erection  of  a 
building  for  its  ufe,  not  only  furniflies 
it  with  many  conveniences,  but  may  pro- 
bably alfo  have  the  effect  of  giving  perpe- 
tuity to  the  inflitution.  If  its  falutary  in- 
fluence fhall  thus  be  extended  to  posterity, 
they  ought  then  with  gratitude  to  remem- 
ber, that  thofe  who  receive  aid  at  the  Dif- 
penfary, when  oppreffed  with  the  accu- 
mulated evils  of  poverty  and  difeafe,  are 
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principally  indebted  to  yon  for  the  blef- 
fings  derived  from  this  charitable  efta- 
blifhment. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  ever  faithful  friend, 


ANDREW  DUNCAN. 
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WH  E N I introduce  this  volume  to 
the  public,  it  is  not  Aiy  intention 
to  fay  any  thing  refpedting  the  motives  by 
which  I have  been  prompted  to  publilh  it. 
But  it  is  neceffary  briefly  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  work  itfelf. 

The  reader  will  learn  from  the  general 
title,  that  it  confifts  of  medical  cafes  feledt- 
ed  from  the  records  of  the  Public  Difpen- 
fary  at  Edinburgh,  and  of  remarks  and 
obfervations  delivered  in  ledtures,  of  which 
thefe  cafes  were  the  fubjedt. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  a fuggeflion 
from  feveral  fludents  of  medicine  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  in  compliance  with  their  re- 
quell, that  I iirft  undertook  to  deliver  lec- 
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tures  at  that  place  on  the  cafes  of  patients 
fubjeded  to  chronical  difeafes.  With  this 
view,  I then  propofed  to  give  medicines 
gratis  to  a few  patients  only  who  might  be 
the  fubjed  of  ledures.  But  the  number 
of  indigent  individuals,  who  made  daily 
application  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefits 
of  this  inftitution,  foon  led  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a Public  Difpenfary  at  Edin- 
burgh. By  this  means,  fome  cafes,  fo 
peculiar  and  important  in  their  nature,  be- 
came the  fubjed  of  thefe  ledures,  that  I 
concluded  they  might  be  of  no  inconfide- 
rable  ufe,  as  affording  medical  inftrudion 
beyond  the  fphere  for  which  they  were 
originally  intended.  And  with  this  view 
the  prefent  feledion  of  cafes  and  obferva- 
tions  is  now  fubmitted  to  public  exami- 
nation. 


The  cafes  and  fubfequent  reports  are 
intended  as  a faithful  record  of  fads. 
Some  readers  will,  no  doubt,  conclude, 
that  neither  the  fingularity  nor  importance 
of  thefe  fads  is  fuch  as  to  merit  great  at- 
tention. 
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tendon.  It  has  often'been  faid,  particularly 
bythofe  who  prefer  theoretical  reafoning  to 
practical  obfervation  in  medicine,  that  the 
publication  of  folitary  fadts,  which  lead  to 
no  general  conclufion,  can  be  of  very  little 
confequence : and,  on  this  account,  it 
may  be  thought  of  equally  little  ufe  to 
publilh  lingular  cafes,  as  to  relate  thofe 
which  muft  daily  occur  to  every  pradti- 
tioner.  But  he  who  withes  to  regulate  his 
practice,  not  by  what  a warm  imagination 
may  fuggeft,  but  by  what  has  already 
happened,  will  prefer  fair  analogy  to  mere 
fpeculation  : and  even  the  moft  enthu- 
ftaftic  theorift  muft  allow,  that  while 
fadts  are  the  bafts  of  his  opinion,  it  is  by 
thefe  only  that  his  ingenious  conjectures 
can  be  fully  confirmed.  Pradtitioners  of 
every  fedt,  then,  muft  concur  in  wiftiing, 
that  facts  fhould  be  accurately  recorded 
and  generally  known  : And  if  cafes  have 
fometimes  been  obtruded  on  the  public 
which  hardly  deferve  notice,  there  is  cer- 
tainly much  more  reafon  for  regretting, 
that  many  fadts,  by  which  the  medical  art 
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might  be  materially  improved,  are  every 
day  loft,  from  negled  on  the  part  of  thofe 
to  whom  they  have  occurred ; or  that,  at 
the  utmoft,  they  have  ferved  only  to  in- 
ftrudft  a fingle  individual,  and  the  limited 
circle  of  his  acquaintance,  while,  by  pub- 
lication, they  would  have  proved  much 
more  extenftvely  ufeful.  When,  there- 
fore, I prefent  to  the  public,  cafes  which 
afforded  inftruiftion  to  my  felt,  my  con- 
duct needs  no  apology,  and  the  intention, 
at  leaft,  merits  approbation. 

The  faffs  contained  in  the  following 
volume,  confift  principally  of  minute  de 
fcriptions  of  the  fymptoms  and  progrefs 
of  difeafes,  and  of  faithful  accounts  of  the 
effects  of  medicine. 

’ 4 Y 

Ft- 

It  is  but  fair  to  mention,  that  the  hi- 
ftories  of  the  cafes,  taken  at  the  ad  million 
of  the  patients,  were  not  drawn  up  by 
myfelf.  For  thefe  I have  been  indebted  to 
the  aid  of  three  gentlemen,  Mr  William  ; 
Browne  from  Yorkfhire',  Dr  Samuel  Byarn 
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Athill  from  Antigua,  and  Mr  Charles 
Darwin  from  Litchfield,  who,  while  they 
have  been  Undents  of  medicine  at  Edin- 
burgh, have,  at  different  periods,  offi- 
ciated as  my  affiftants  at  the  Difpenfary. 
Of  the  accuracy  with  which  thefe  gentle- 
men have  fulfilled  this  part  of  their  duty, 
the  reader  muft  judge  for  himfelf.  I fhall 
only  fay,  that  if  I had  not  repofed  the 
moft  thorough  confidence  in  their  judge- 
ment and  attention,  I would  never  have 
intruded  them  with  an  office,  on  the 
proper  difcharge  of  which  my  own  repu- 
tion  very  much  depended. 

In  delineating  the  hiftory  of  every  cafe, 
I have,  in  general,  recommended  it  to 
them,  to  begin  with  giving  an  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  patient,  indepen- 
dently of  his  difeafe;  briefly  mentioning 
the  age,  fex,  temperament,  condition  of 
life,  and  other  circumftances  which  could 
throw  light  on  the  nature  of  the  patient’s 
conflitution  : in  the  next  place,  to  give  a 
full  defcription  of  all  the  fymptoms  with 
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which  the  patient  was  affeded  at  the  time 
of  drawing  up  the  hiftory : then  to  give 
an  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe : 
afterwards  to  enumerate  thofe  remote  caufes 
which  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  any 
{hare,  as  inducing  the  affedion : and  laftly, 
to  mention  the  remedies  employed  before 
admiflion,  and  the  effeds  refuking  from 
thefe.  This  order,  though  neceffarily  va- 
ried by  the  circumftances  of  different  ca- 
fes, has  been  pretty  generally  adhered  to. 

In  the  fubfequent  reports,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a continuation  of  the 
hiftory,  and  which  record  the  pradice 
employed  with  a view  to  the  cure,  the 
method  which  I have  in  general  followed 
has  been,  firft,  to  mention  the  obvious 
effeds  which  refulted  from  the  medicines 
that  were  ufed  ; then  to  give  an  account 
of  the  changes  which  had  happened  with 
regard  to  fymptoms  before  exifting;  next, 
to  take  notice  of  new  occurrences,  and 
of  the  ftate  of  the  principal  fundions; 
and  laftly,  to  conclude  with  prefcribmg 
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Rich  medicines  as  the  condition  of  the  af- 
fection at  the  time  feemed  to  indicate.  I 
am  far  from  alleging,  that  the  plan  which 
has  here  been  followed,  in  giving  a detail 
of  fadts,  is  free  from  objections.  Yet, 
after  frequently  conlidering  this  fubjedt, 
it  appears  to  me  to  afford  a didindt  and 
accurate  view  of  thofe  particulars  whicn  it  , 
is  mod  material  to  know,  refpediing  the 
appearances  of  difeafes  in  their  nature 
fingular,  or  the  effects  of  remedies  which 
•have  not  been  in  frequent  ufe. 

After  this  fhort  account  of  the  method 
which  has  been  profecuted  in  relating 
cafes,  I fliall  next  fay  a few  words  reflect- 
ing the  plan  which  has  been  followed  in 
delivering  obfervations  on  thefe  cafes.  It 
has  already  been  faid,  that  thefe  obferva- 
tions  were  firlf  delivered  as  clinical  or  cafe 
lectures  ; and  they  are  now  prefented  to 
-the  public,  nearly  in  the  fame  date  in 
•which  they  were  fil'd  given  to  thofe  gentle- 
men who  did  me  the  honour  of  attending 
iny  ledlures. 
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I have  often  delivered  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  it  is  hardly  pollible  to  conceive  any 
method  of  teaching  the  practical  part  of 
medicine,  which  is  better  calculated  for 
conveying  ufeful  information,  than  clinical 
or  cafe  lectures.  The  benefits  refulting 
from  thefe,  indeed,  mull  depend  much 
» on  the  judgment  and  abilities  of  the  teach- 

er. And,  in  delivering  thefe  lectures  with 
all  the  advantages  of  which  they  are  ca- 
pable, the  utmoft  medical  knowledge,  con- 
joined with  the  longed  experience,  will  be 
found  unequal  to  the  talk,  unlefs  they  be 
fupported  by  unwearied  attention,  and 
unlefs  the  remarks  be  delivered  on  a pro- 
per plan.  Confcious  of  my  own  deficien- 
ces,  and  of  the  numberlefs  difficulties 
with  which  medicine  is  dill  perplexed,  I 
am  fully  aware,  that  the  obfervations  here 
delivered,  will  not  appear  equally  intered- 
ing  to  every  reader  : And  I am  far  from 
aliening,  that  the  plan  which  has  here 
been  followed,  is  the  bed  that  could  be 
deviled.  Taking  it  for  granted,  however, 
that  the  ultimate  jpm  of  every  praditioner 

is 


is  to  know  difeafes,  and  to  be  able  to  cure 
them,  thefe  objedts  are  the  bafis-of  my  re- 
marks. My  chief  aim,  then,  in  the  ob- 
fervations  here  delivered  on  particular  cafes, 
has  been  to  afcertain  the  name  and  nature 
of  the  difeafe  ; to  point  out  thofe  general 
principles  on  which  I imagined  that  a cure 
might  mod  reafonably  be  expected ; and 
to  mention  the  remedies  from  which  I 
thought  that  there  was  the  greated  chance 
of  fuccefs.  But,  as  the  reputation  of  a 
practitioner  is  often  as  much  affected  by 
the  opinion  which  he  may  deliver  refpedt- 
ing  the  event  of  a difeafe,  as  • by  the 
judgment  which  he  exerts  in  the  treatment 
of  it,  the  prognofis  alfo  has  been  the  fubjedt 
of  remark.  And  attention  to  the  grounds 
of  prognofis,  is  a particular  which  merits 
ferious  confideration  from  every  one  who 
is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  healing 
art.  While  an  unfortunate  event,  that 
has  not  been  forefeen,  will  greatly  injure 
his  reputation,  he  will  often  derive  more 
fame  from  a lucky  prediction,  than  from 
the  mod  judicious  plan  of  cure. 
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It  is  indeed  to  be  obferved,  that,  on  the 
fubject  of  prognofis,  I have  delivered  my 
fentiments  in  lectures,  with  greater  free- 
dom than  any  one  ought  to  do  in  practice : 
and  if  my  conjectures  have  not  always 
been  well  founded,  it  will,  I hope,  at  leaft 
ferve  to  fhow,  that,  even  where  there  are 
probable  grounds  for  judgment,  no  cer- 
tain conclufion  ought  to  be  drawn. 

But  although  obfervations  on  the  name 
and  nature  of  each  difeafe,  on  the  prog- 
nofis,  and  on  the  practice,  form  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  remarks ; yet  it  muft  be 
allowed,  that  I have  not  unfrequently 
given  place  to  reafonings  of  a different  na- 
ture. I have  fometimes  taken  an  oppor- 
tunity of  drawing,  from  particular  cafes, 
proofs  of  peculiar  doctrines ; and  of  deli- 
vering conjectures,  which  fome,  pel  haps, 
may  confider  as  in  a great  meafure  the 
work  of  imagination.  I hope,  however, 
that,  on  fuch  occafions,  I have  uniformly 
expreffed  myfelf  with  that  diffidence  which 
the  intricacy  of  the  fubject  demands : and 
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if  my  opinions  refpe&ing  the  nature  of 
fome  difeafes,  and  the  operation  of  fome 
remedies,  differ  from  the  dodrines  moft 
commonly  received,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
membered, that  thefe  alfo  are  not  efta~ 
blifhed  on  infallible  evidence.  Even  the 
mere  fuggeftion  of  opinions,  although  not 
ftri&ly  founded  in  truth,  may  lead  to 
practices  which  will  improve  the  healing 
art:  and  fuppofitions  which  can,  at  pre- 
fent,  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  but 
as  vague  conjecture,  may  yet  be  confirm- 
ed by  future  obfervation.  As  far,  there- 
fore, as  thefe  do  not  ferve  to  miflead  in 
practice,  they  deferve  confideration ; and  I 
hope  that  any  farther  apology  for  intro- 
ducing them  will  be  thought  unneceffary. 

After  this  fhort  view  of  the  nature  of 
the  prefent  work,  I leave  the  reader  to  form 
a judgment  of  it,  from  a candid  confidera- 
tion of  its  contents.  By  that  judgment, 
my  future  condudt  will,  in  fome  meafure, 
be  regulated.  And  if  the  prefent  produc- 
tion fhall  fo  far  meet  with  a favourable  re- 
ception, 
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ception,  as  may  give  room  for  belie  ving 
that  it  is  not  unacceptable  to  medical  read- 
ers, when  I have  been  able  to  collect  fuch 
materials  as  I think  defer ve  notice,  I may, 
perhaps,  fubjedt  another  volume  to  public 
examination. 

Edin.  id  Ob.  7 
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The  favourable  reception  which  this 
volume  has  met  with,  puts  it  again  in 
my  power  to  prefent  it  to  the  public  in 
a Rate  better  deferving  their  attention : 
And  I hope,  from  the  careful  perufal  I 
have  bellowed  upon  it,  fome  inaccuracies 
have  been  removed.  To  the  prefent  edi- 
tion I have  added  fome 'explanatory  notes. 
Thefe  feemed  now  necelfary,  as  different 
formula:  preferibed  were  prepared  accord- 
ing to  the  lixth  edition  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia  publilhed  in  1774* 
the  feventh  edition  of  that  work,  pubhlh- 

ed 
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ed  in  1783,  feveral  formulae  are  altered, 
and  many  names  changed.  I have  there- 
fore, on  different  occafions,  now  fubjoined 
the  formula  itfelf  at  full  length.  To  this 
edition,  I have  alfo  added  a general  view 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  Collegium  Cafuale, 
as  it  is  at  prefent  conducted  at  the  Public 
Difpenfary  of  Edinburgh.  This  general 
fketch  was  firfl  printed  for  the  ufe  of  flu- 
dents  at  the  cafe-lectures,  and  to  them  it 
will  be  chiefly  ferviceable.  But  I hope 
it  may  alfo  be  of  fome  advantage  to 
others ; and  I think  this  will  particu- 
larly be  the  cafe  with  that  part  of  it  in 
which  I have  delivered  a plan  for  drawing 
up  a hiflory  of  the  difeafe  of  any  patient. 
This  is  a fubject  which  ought  to  claim  the 
attention  of  every  practitioner.  For  there 
is  no  one  who  will  not  frequently  have 

occafion  to  commit  fuch  hiftories  to  wri- 

/ 

ting,  either  for  confulting  practitioners  at 
a diflance,  for  communicating  to  the  pu- 
blic obfervations  which  have  been  in- 
ftructive  to  himfelf,  or  for  preferving  with 
a view  to  his  own  improvement  an  exact 

account 
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account  of  the  fymptoms  and  progrefs  of 
particular  affedtions  which  he  may  have 
had  occalion  treat.  On  the  method  how- 
ever in  which  thefe  hiftories  are  delineated, 
his  own  reputation,  as  well  as  the  fatisfac- 
tion  which  he  derives  from  the  future  pe- 
rufal  of  them,  muft  very  much  depend. 
If,  therefore,  a careful  examination  of  the 
plan  here  propofed  can  afford  him  any 
aid,  the  attention  he  beftows  upon  it  will 
not  be  unrewarded. 

Edin.  Oft.  t.  7 
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GENERAL  VIEW 


Of  the  Business  of  the 

COLLEGIUM  CASUAL  E. 

The  Practice. 

The  general  Heads  to  be  followed  in  drawing 
up  the  Hiftories  of  Cafes. 

I.  An  account  of  the  condition  of  the  patient. 

1.  Age. 

2.  Sex. 

3.  Temperament. 

4.  Condition  in  life. 

II.  A defcription  of  the  fymptoms  with  which 
the  patient  is  affedted  at  the  time  of  drawing  up 
the  hiftory. 

1.  Evident  fymptoms. 

2.  Feelings  of  the  patient. 

3.  The  Rate  of  the  principal  fun&ions. 

a.  Pulfe. 

b.  Heat. 

c.  Refpiration. 

d.  Excretions, 

HI.  An  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 

1.  The  manner  of  attack. 

2.  The  fymptoms  which  have  already  difap- 

peared. 

3.  The  duration  of  the  prefent  fymptoms. 

IV.  An 
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IV.  An  enumeration  of  the  remote  caufes  which 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  a fliare  as  inducing 
the  affedion. 

1 . The  patient’s  conjedures  refpeding  thefe. 

2 . The  accidents  to  which  the  patient  may 

have  been  expofed  previous  to  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  difeafe. 

3.  The  patient’s  former  date  of  health. 

4.  The  difeafes  with  which  the  parents  or 

near  relations  of  the  patient  may  have 
been  affeded. 

V.  An  account  of  the  influence  of  the  remedies 
which  have  already  been  employed. 

1 . An  enumeration  of  the  medicines  which 

have  been  ufed. 

2.  The  effeds  which  have  refulted  from  thefe. 

3.  The  regimen  and  fituation  of  the  patient 

from  the  time  of  the  attack. 

4.  The  effeds  which  have  refulted  from 

thence. 

VI.  The  general  heads  to  be  followed  in  giving 
reports. 

1.  The  obvious  effeds  from  the  medicines 

that  have  been  employed. 

2.  The  condition  of  the  fymptoms. 

3.  An  account  of  new  occurrences. 

4.  The  date  of  the  principal  fundions* 

5.  The  prefcription  of  medicines. 
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The  Lectures . 

I. 

A general  view  of  the  cafe  of  each  patient  on 
the  beginning  of  the  treatment  of  the  cafe. 

1.  Some  account  of  the  name  and  nature  of 

that  difeafe. 

2.  Conje&ures  refpe&ing  the  probable  event 

of  the  difeafe. 

3.  A brief  view  of  the  intended  plan  of  Cure, 

and  of  the  method  in  which  it  is  pro- 
pofed  that  it  Ihall  be  profecuted. 

4.  An  account  of  fchemes  which  may  after- 

wards be  adopted,  fhould  that  which  is 
tried  at  firft  prove  unfuccefsful. 

II. 

Practical  obfervations  on  the  cafe  of  each  pa- 
tient after  the  treatment  is  terminated. 

1.  Obfervations  on  the  view  which  was  given 

of  the  cafe  when  the  treatment  was  be- 
gun. 

2.  Remarks  on  thofe  parts  of  the  plan  of 

cure  then  propofed,  which  were  after- 
wards profecuted  during  the  courfe  of 
the  difeafe. 

4.  Obfervations  on  the  effe£ts  refulting  from 
particular  remedies  ufed  in  the  cafe. 

B III. 
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III. 

A particular  confidcration  of  cafes  in  their  na- 
ture lingular  and  important,  after  they  are  ter- 
minated. 

1 . Remarks  on  the  hijlory. 

a.  Reflections  on  the  narration  of  fymp- 

toms  introduced  into  the  regifter. 

b.  A view  of  fuch  fymptoms  as  indicate 

any  particular  affeCtion. 

c.  A comparifon  of  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe 

with  that  of  the  difeafe  to  which  it 
has  the  greatefl  refemblance. 

2.  Remarks  on  the  Theory. 

a.  Obfervations  on  the  aCtion  of  remote 

caufes. 

b.  An  attempt  to  inveftigate  the  proxi- 

mate caufe. 

c.  An  explanation  of  fome  of  the  princi- 

pal fymptoms. 

d.  Obfervations  on  the  grounds  of  prog- 

nofls  occurring  during  the  courfe  of 
the  difeafe. 

, i 

3.  Remarks  on  the  ■practice. 

a.  Obfervations  on  the  general  plan  of 
cure. 

aa.  Indicantia. 
bb.  Indications, 
cc.  Indicata. 


b.  Obfer- 


COLLEGIUM  CASUALE.  19 

b.  Obfervations  on  the  particular  reme- 
dies employed. 

aa.  A view  of  the  principles  on  which 
they  were  expected  to  operate, 
bb.  Obfervations  on  the  obvious  effects 
refulting  from  them, 
cc.  Remarks  on  the  changes  which  they 
produced  on  the  difeafe. 
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WITH 

PRACTICAL  REMARKS. 


I. 

A Cafe  of  Epilepsy,  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  the 
Cuprum  Ammoniacum. 

JAMES  LIND,  aged  twelve  years,  ad- 
mitted November  7.  1776,  of  a fair 
complexion,  fpare  habit,  and  flender  make, 
i$  affected  with  fits,  which  generally  at- 
tack him  once  in  the  fpace  of  a week,  but 
which  do  not  obferve  any  regular  period. 
In  thefe  fits,  he  becomes  infenfible,  is 
affe&ed  with  ftrong  convulfive  motions  of 
his  legs  and  arms,  and  foams  at  the  mouth. 

In  this  ftate  he  ufually  continues  for  near 
half  an  hour.  He  then  awakes,  as  if  from 
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a fleep,  and  complains  of  flight  headach; 
but  he  has  no  confcioufnefs  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  been  affected.  Pulfe  1 08  ; 
belly  regular  ; tongue  moifl ; appetite  na- 
tural. 

Thefe  fits  began  about  four  years  ago ; 
and  had,  from  the  beginning,  nearly  the 
fame  appearance  as  at  prefent.  But,  atfirft, 
they  were  lefs  frequent,  and  lefs  fevere. 

He  knows  no  particular  caufe  to  which 
they  can  be  afligned.  But  he  has  lived 
conflantly  in  the  fame  houfe  with  his  mo- 
ther, who  has  been  long  affected  with  fi- 
milar  complaints ; and  he  has  all  along 
flept  in  the  fame  bed  with  her. 

No  medicines  have  as  yet  been  employed 
with  a view  to  remove  this  diftemper. 

Capiat  pilulam  c a rule  am  unam  omni  no&e  _ 
hora  fomni  *. 

Novem- 

* The  pilulse  coerulece.were  firft  introduced  into  the 
fixth  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  and  are 
dire£ted  to  be  prepared  in  the  following  manner. 

J0o.  Ctipri  ammoniac i grana  fcdccim 
Mica  panic  fcrupulos  quatuor 
Spt.  falis  ammoniac i quantum  fatis  Jit . 

- Fiat  majja  dividenda  in  pilulas  triginta  duas  aqua- 
les. 


In 
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November  16.  He  had  fome  ficknefs  . 
from  the  firft  dofes  of  the  pills,  but  they 
never  occafioned  vomiting.  He  has  had 
but  one  fit  fince  he  began  the  pills;  it  was, 
however,  rather  more  fevere,  and,of  longer 
duration,  than  his  fits  have  ufually  been 
before.  Capiat  pilulam  cceruleam  unam  otnni 
mane  ts?  vefpere. 

Observations  on  this  Cafe , delivered 
November  30. 

This  boy  is  our  patient  for  a complaint 
in  many  refpedls  fimilar  to  that  with  which 
his  mother  is  affedled ; who  is  alfo,  at  pre- 
fent,  under  our  care.  We  have  little  he- 
fitation  in  pronouncing  the  affedtion,  to 
which  he  is  fubjedted,  to  be  epilepfy.  Of 
this  almoft  fufheient  evidence  is  afforded, 
from  thofe  convulfive  motions  occurring 
in  paroxyfms  with  which  he  is  at  times 
affedled.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  in  hyfte- 

B 4 lie 

In  the  feventh  edition  of  our  Pharmacopoeia,  the 
fame  formula  is  (till  retained.  But  in  place  of  the 
name  of  Pilula  Cccrulea,  that  of  Pilula  c Cupro , is  nowf 
with  much  greater  propriety  employed. 
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ric  fits,  which,  unqueftionably,  conftitute 
an  affeCtion  of  a very  different  nature, 
appearances  fomewhat  fimilar  alfo  occur ; 
and,  in  fome  inftances,  the  diftinCtion  be- 
tween the  two  difeafes  is  very  difficult. 
But,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  there  is,  I 
think,  little  room  for  doubt.  It  gives 
fome  prefumption  of  epilepfy  that  our  pa- 
tient is  a male.  The  male  fex,  although 
it  fometimes  happens,  are  but  rarely  fub- 
jeCted  to  hyfteria.  Befides  this,  many  of 
the  fymptoms  commonly  attending  hyfte- 
ria, particularly  the  affections  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  are  here  abfent.  Our  pa- 
tient has  never  been  affeCted  with  the  fenfe 
of  a ball  rifing  to  his  throat,  the  globus  by - 
Jlericus , as  it  has  been  called,  which  many 
reckon  a pathognomonic  fymptom  of  that 
affeCtion.  His  fits  are  attended  with  foam- 
ing at  the  mouth;  which,  although  it  may 
feem  to  be  a circumftance  but  of  little  im- 
portance, yet  very  rarely,  if  ever,  occurs 
in  proper  hyfteric  fits.  But  we  have  here 
a fymptom  affording  a ftill  ftronger  di- 
ffinCtion  than  any  of  thofe  already  men- 
tioned. 


and  OBSERVATIONS.  25 


tioned,  in  the  total  abolition  of  fenfe, 
which  occurs  during  his  fits.  After  he  has 
recovered  from  his  fits,  he  is  not  confcious 
of  any  thing  that  has  happened  to  him.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  hyfteric  fits,  although 
patients  be  unable  to  fpeak,  yet  they  fee 
what  paffes  around  them,  they  hear  what 
is  faid,  and  can  recoiled!  what  has  happen- 
ed. From  all  thefe  circumftances  taken  to- 
gether, then,  I pronounce  the  patient  to 
be  affedted  with  epilepfy. 

It  will  naturally  occur  as  a queftion,  to 
what  caufe  the  epilepfy,  in  the  prefent  in- 
flance,  is  to  be  attributed.  The  prefump— 
tion  is,  that  this  patient  derives  his  dif- 
eafe  from  his  mother.  She  had  long  la- 
boured under  fimilar  complaints  before 
he  was  fubjedted  to  them.  But,  although 
this  gives  a probability  that  his  affedlion, 
in  fome  meafure,  originated  from  that 
of  his  parent,  yet  there  is  here  room  for 
doubt  refpedting  the  manner  in  which 
this  may  be  fuppofed  to  happen.  It  is  on 
all  hands  allowed,  that  epilepfy  is  an  he- 
reditary affedlion.  And  there  are  many 

who 
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who  contend,  that  it  is  one  of  thofe  dif- 
eafes  which  may  be  propagated  by  infec- 
tion. It  falls,  therefore,  to  be  inquired, 
whether  the  difeafe  of  our  patient  can  be 
afcribed  to  any  of  thefe  caufes,  or  whether 
there  is  reafon  to  conclude  that  it  proceeds 
from  neither. 

To  the  fuppofition  of  its  depending  on 
a hereditary  difpofition,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance.  there  are  many  objections.  We 
are  allured,  that,  except  his  mother,  no 
one  elfe  of  his  relations  has  ever  been  af- 
feCted  with  fuch  a complaint.  And,  with 
his  mother,  the  difeafe  is  faid  to  have 
arifen  from  violent  agitation  of  mind, 
occalioned  by  the  fudden  death  of  her 
hufband,  an  event  which  did  not  hap- 
pen till  feveral  years  after  the  birth  of  this 
fon. 

That  epilepfy  is  a difeafe  really  of  an  in- 
fectious nature,  capable  of  being  commu- 
nicated by  contaCt,  is  an  opinion,  in  fup- 
port  of  which  I know  no  probable  argu- 
ment. But  it  is  well  known,  that,  with 
very  delicate  habits,  difeafes  which  can- 
not 
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not  be  faid  to  be  infectious,  are  yet  catch- 
ing, from  the  principle  of  imitation.  Of 
this  we  have  a remarkable  inflance  in  hy- 
teria.  When  feveral  patients,  fubjeded 
to  this  affection,  are  lodged  in  the  fame 
ward  of  an  hofpital,  it  is  often  obferved, 
that  the  fit  of  one  brings  on  that  of  ano- 
ther. And  what,  in  this  refped,  holds  of 
hyfleria,  may  be  readily  fuppofed-  to  hold 
with  epilepfy,  where  the  appearance  of  the 
fits  is  much  more  terrible. 

I would  then  confider  the  difeafe  of  this 
patient,  not  as  the  confequence  of  infection 
from  fleeping  with  his  mother,  but  as 
proceeding  from  his  having  frequently  had 
occafion  to  fee  her  fubjected  to  fits.  We 
may  therefore,  I think,  confider  his  dif- 
eafe as  proceeding  from  fear,  or  at  leaft 
from  a ftrong  emotion  of  mind.  And 
this  is  not  the  firft  inflance  I have  met 
with,  where  I have  reckoned  it  probable, 
that,  with  delicate  habits,  epilepfy  was  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  fame  caufe.  Not  many 
months  ago,  my  pradice  in  the  Royal  In- 
firmary furnifhed  me  with  a cafe,  which 
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I confidered  to  be  a ftriking  inftance  of 
this. 

The  prognofis  which  I am  difpofed  to 
give  in  the  prefent  cafe,  is  lefs  unfavour- 
able than  in  moft  inftances  of  epilepfy.  I 
muft  own,  indeed,  that  I entertain  no 
very  fanguine  hopes  of  recovery.  For  epi- 
lepfy, even  in  its  flighted:  form,  is  always  a 
ftubborn  affedtion.  At  the  fame  time,  I fee 
no  reafon  to  dread  any  immediate  danger 
in  the  prefent  inftance.  It  is  indeed  true, 
we  can  never  be  certain,  that  a patient 
fubjedled  to  epilepfy,  may  not  be  cut  off 
even  by  the  very  next  fit.  Yet,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  one  of  thofe  difeafes  which  is 
more  terrible  than  really  dangerous.  And 
it  will  even  continue  with  greater  violence 
than  in  the  prefent  inftance,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  a very  long  life.  We 
may  farther  remark,  that,  while  it  is  a 
difeafe  which,  on  fome  occafions  at  leaft, 
has  admitted  of  cure,  there  is,  perhaps, 
as  good  a chance  of  fuccefs  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  as  in  moft  others.  There  is  no 
circumftance  which  would  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve, 
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lieve,  that  his  difeafe  arifes  from  any- 
fixed  or  irremovable  caufe.  And,  as  our 
patient  is  yet  at  an  early  period  of  life, 
his  fyftem  muft  neceflarily  be  fubjedled  to 
feveral  changes.  From  thefe,  even  with- 
out the  aid  of  remedies,  we  may  expedl 
fome  effect,  as  tending  to  diminilh  the 
mobility  of  the  fyftem : and  I am  not 
without  hope,  that,  by  proper  treatment, 
his  difeafe  may  be  alleviated,  if  not  re- 
moved. 

The  removal  of  fits  of  epilepfy  is,  I ap- 
prehend, chiefly  to  be  expe<5ted  upon  one 
of  two  grounds  j either  by  the  removal  of 
the  exciting  caufe,  or  by  inducing  fuch  a 
change  in  the  ftate  of  the  nervous  power, 
that  the  exciting  caufe  will  ceafe  to  have 
its  former  effedt. 

On  the  laft  of  thefe  footings,  I have 
begun  an  attempt  to  cure  with  the  prefent 
patient.  And  I have  prefcribed  for  him 
one  of  the  mofl  powerful  tonics  with 
which  I am  acquainted : I mean  the  cu- 
prum ammoniacum.  This  remedy  has, 
of  late,  been  much  ufed  in  epilepfy  ; and 

many 
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many  are  inclined  to  think,  that  it  has 
been  employed  in  different  inftances  with 
great  fuccefs.  I wifh,  therefore,  in  the 
prefent,  which  I confider  to  be  a favour- 
able inftance  of  epilepfy,  to  give  it  a full 
and  fair  trial;  and,  that  we  may  be  more 
certain  of  its  effedfs,  I fhall  not  conjoin 
with  it  any  other  medicine.  Like  other 
preparations  of  copper,  however,  it  is  a 
fubftance  of  great  activity.  It  requires, 
therefore,  to  be  managed  with  much  cau- 
tion ; and  it  is  neceffary  that  we  fhould 
begin  with  a fmall  dofe : yet,  to  obtain 
its  full  efFedt,  the  dofe  muft  be  gradually 
increafed  to  as  great  an  extent  as  the  pa- 
tient is  able  to  bear. 

Should  this  remedy,  after  fuch  a trial, 
fail  in  producing  the  effedt  which  we  ex- 
pedl  from  it,  I mean  to  conjoin  it  with  a 
medicine,  which  I imagine  is  in  fome 
meafure  of  the  fame  nature ; that  is,  the 
flowers,  or  more  properly  the  calx,  of  zinc* 
I am  led  to  fugged  this  trial  on  the  au- 
thority of  Dodtor  Odier  of  Geneva.  He 

thinks  that  he  has  found  good  effedts  from 

fuch 
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fuch  a conjunction,  where  each  of  the  re- 
medies, taken  by  itfelf,  had  failed.  And, 
what  may  be  conlidered  as  fomewhat  lin- 
gular, he  found,  that  this  conjunction  did 
not  require  a diminution  of  the  dofe  of 
either.  According  to  his  obfervations,  a 
patient  will  bear,  without  licknefs,  as 
much  of  both  taken  together,  as  of  each 
feparately.  Should  both  thefe  remedies 
fail,  I would  not  yet  defpair  of  a cure  in 
this  cafe.  Even  the  fame  remedies,  at  a 
later  period  of  life,  may  have  the  effect  of 
removing  this  complaint.  And,  fhould 
they  at  prefent  fail,  after  a fair  trial,  we 
may  have  recourfe  to  Peruvian  bark  and 
cold  bathing.  If  all  thefe  give  no  allevia- 
tion, I muft  own  I fhall  lofe  hopes  of  be- 
ing,  at  prefent,  of  fervice  to  this  patient. 
Yet  I would  not  fay  that  he  may  not  af- 
terwards be  recovered.  For,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge  from  my  own  obfervation,  I 
think  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  epi- 
lepfy  is  a more  frequent  difeafe  at  early 
than  at  advanced  periods  of  life  j and  that 
not  a few  recoveries  happen  even  fpon- 

taneoully 
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taneoufly.  But,  of  the  termination  of  this 
cafe,  we  fhall  perhaps  be  able  to  fpeak 
with  more  confidence  when  we  have  made 
fome  of  the  trials  propofed. 

Subfequent  Reports. 

November  30.  He  has  had  no  ficknefs 
from  the  continuance  of  the  pills.  His 
fits  are  now  lefs  frequent,  and  do  not  take 
place  on  the  fame  accidents  which  for- 
merly induced  them.  Capiat  pilulas  earn- 
leas  duas  omni  nodte  h.  f.  et  pilulam  unam 
omni  mane. 

December  14.  He  has  had  no  fit  fince 
the  laft  report,  although  he  has  taken 
none  of  the  pills  for  fome  days.  In  other 
refpeds  he  enjoys  good  health ; and  it 
is  obferved,  that  he  is  not  now  affeded 
with  flattings  during  his  fleep,  which  were 
before  frequent  with  him.  Continuentur 
pilule?  car u lea : fed  capiat  folummodo  unam 
omni  nodle. 

December  21.  He  has  taken  a pill  re- 
gularly every  night,  and  flill  continues 

free 
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free  from  any  return  of  fits.  Continuentur 
pilules  ut  antcci. 

December  28.  He  continues  free  from 
even  the  lead  appearance  of  his  former  fits. 
But  he  was  affected  with  vomiting  after 
his  laft  pill ; and,  fince  that,  he  has  com- 
plained of  the  want  of  appetite.  Intermit- 
tantur  pilules  ccerulees ; et  capiat  pulveris  cor- 
ticis  Peruvian i fcrnpulum  unum , Omni  mane 
et  vefpere. 

January  4.  He  Hill  continues  free  from 
any  return  of  the  fits,  and  he  has  had  no 
ficknefs  fince  he  omitted  the  pilules  cesndees. 
Let  him  be  difmiffed. 

Observations  delivered  January  11. 

I formerly  pronounced  the  cafe  of  this 
patient  to  be  epilepfy,  and  I confidered  it 
to  be  the  confequence  of  the  difeafe  of  his 
mother,  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  ner- 
vous affections  are  communicated  by  the 
principle  of  imitation,  or  by  Itrong  mental 
affeCtions.  Since  the  treatment  of  this 
cafe  was  begun,  I have  found  no  reafon  to 
klter  my  opinion  with  refpeCt  to  it.  I 

G muff, 
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muft,  however,  obferve,  that  the  termina- 
tion which  has  taken  place,  has  been 
more  favourable  than  I expected.  I know 
no  remedy  on  which  we  can  rely  with 
any  great  degree  of  confidence,  for  the 
removal  of  this  affedtion.  In  every  cafe, 
therefore,  the  event  muft  be  very  uncer- 
tain. 

I obferved,  however,  that,  from  the  opi- 
nion I had  formed  refpedting  the  caufe 
giving  rife  to  this  patient’s  epilepfy,  I 
looked  upon  it  to  be  a cafe  in  which  there 
was  a better  chance  of  cure  than  in  moft 
others ; and  I was  led  to  entertain  hopes, 
principally  from  the  fuppofition,  that 
this  complaint  was  not  fupported  by  any 
local  affedlion.  Thefe  hopes  have  now 
been  more  than  fulfilled.  For  this  patient 
has  obtained,  if  not  a perfedl  cure,  at  leaf! 
a fufpenfion  of  his  difeafe  much  fooner 
than  I expedted.  He  has  not  only  been 
freed  from  fits  at  the  periods  when  they 
formerly  occurred,  but,  even  when  he 
has  been  fubjedled  to  thofe  exciting  caufea 

which  formerly  induced  them,  he  has  dif- 
fered 
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fered  no  difturbance.  And  that  a material 
change  has  taken  place  in  his  conftitution, 
is  demonftrated,  by  his  being  free  from 
flartings  during  his  deep.  This,  I think, 
affords  inconteftable  evidence  of  a diminu- 
tion of  irritability. 

In  this  fituation,  I reckoned  it  unnecef- 
fary  that  he  fhould  any  longer  continue 
his  attendance  here.  I would  not,  how- 
ever, from  this,  be  underftood  to  pro- 
nounce that  he  is  perfectly  cured.  And  I 
fhall  not  be  furprifed  at  hearing  that  he 
has  again  returns  of  his  fits,  efpecially  if 
he  ftill  continues  to  be  expofed  to  the 
fame  occafional  caufe  which  at  fir  ft  in- 
duced thefe  fits.  Yet  I cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  there  is  fome  ground  for  ho- 
ping that  this  may  not  be  the  cafe  j parti- 
cularly, if  his  mother  follow  the  advice  I 
have  given  her,  of  getting  him  placed  at 
fome  diflance  from  herfelf. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  I remark- 
ed, that  we  might  proceed  on  two  differ- 
ent footings.  In  fuch  inftances,  a cure 
may  be  aimed  at,  either  by  attempting 

C 2 the 
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the  removal  of  the  exciting  caufe,  or  by 
endeavouring  to  induce  fuch  a change  in 
the  flate  of  the  nervous  energy,  that,  al- 
though exciting  caufes  flill  continued  to 
add,  they  fhould  ceafe  to  be  productive  of 
the  former  effedd.  It  is  on  the  laft  of  thefe 
principles  that  I apprehend  relief  is  molt 
frequently  afforded  in  epilepfy.  It  would 
feem,  from  many  phenomena,  that  a cer- 
tain degree  of  mobility  in  the  nervous 
energy,  and  irritability  in  the  moving 
fibres,  are  neceffary  conditions  for  the  oc- 
currence of  epileptic  fits,  even  in  thofe 
cafes  where  the  difeafe  may  be  faid  to  de- 
pend on  a local  affeddion.  And  hence  it 
is,  that  relief  has  fometimes  been  obtained 
from  different  tonic  medicines,  where 
epilepfy  has  even  been  produced  by  an 
exoflofis  within  the  fkull.  It  was  on  this 
general  principle,  then,  that  I propofed 
to  attempt  a cure  in  the  prefent  cafe;  and* 
through  the  whole  treatment,  I found  no 
reafon  to  alter  my  plan. 

I began  the  treatment  of  this  cafe  with 

putting  our  patient  on  the  ufe  of  the  pi- 

lula: 
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lulce  camlet,  a new  formula  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia.  I need  not  obferve, 
that  the  only  aCtive  part  of  thefe  pills  is  a 
preparation  of  copper.  And  here,  per- 
haps,  that  metal  is  in  the  mildeft  faline 
Hate  to  which  it  can  be  reduced. 

The  introduction  of  the  ufe  of  copper  , 
for  medical  purpofes,  feems  to  have  been 
of  very  ancient  date.  For  the  belt  hiftory 
that  I know  of  it,  I may  refer  you  to  an 
inaugural  dilfertation  De  Cupro , publifhed 
at  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  about 
twenty  years  ago,  by  Dr  Ruffel.  In  its 
pure  metallic  Rate,  it  is  capable  of  exert- 
ing no  adtion  on  the  human  body,  unlefs 
in  a mechanical  way.  But  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  feveral  preparations  of  it,  as  the 
fquamas,  verdegris,  and  the  like,  were 
employed  externally  for  medical  purpo- 
fes, as  early  as  the  days  of  Hippocrates ; 
but,  when  taken  internally,  it  was  long 
conhdered  as  a poifon.  And,  indeed,  fuch 
are  its  ftimulant  effeCts,  that  the  greatefi: 
part  of  the  preparations  cannot  be  em- 
ployed, even  in  fmall  dofes.  This  is  par- 

C 3 ticularly 


38  MEDICAL  CASES 

ticularly  the  cafe  with  refpedl  to  verdegris. 
In  all  its  faline  dates,  however,  it  has  not 
an  equally  violent  a£tion  as  a dimulus. 
And,  from  its  adringent  power  externally, 
it  was  concluded,  that  it  might  have  the 
fame  effedl  on  the  fydem  from  internal 
ufe. 

It  is  now  determined  by  experience, 
that,  of  all  the  preparations  of  copper, 
thofe  with  the  neutral  falts,  particularly 
with  the  ammoniacal  falts,  are  the  lead 
virulent.  And  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
the  remedy  introduced  by  Mr  Boyle,  un- 
der the  title  of  Ens  Veneris , was  of  this 
kind.  On  this  remedy  he  bedows  very 
high  encomiums,  in  all  difeafes  attended 
with  univerfal  laxity.  Since  the  days  of 
Mr  Boyle,  the  cuprum  ammoniacum  has 
been  recommended  to  the  attention  of 
praditioners  by  feveral  German  writers. 
Papers  on  this  fubjea  are  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Berlin,  and  in  the  Ephemerides  Germa- 
nics. Since  the  publication  of  thefe  pa- 
pers, it  has  not  unfrequently  been  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  epilepfy.  And  it  has  been 
alleged,  that  the  ufe  of  this  preparation  of 
copper  has  often  been  attended  with  con- 
fiderable  advantage.  It  is  not,  indeed,  to 
be  imagined,  that  we  fhall  ever  obtain  a 
remedy  which  will  prove  effectual  in  every 
cafe  of  epilepfy.  It  is,  however,  of  great 
confequence  to  poffefs  one  which  will  fuc- 
ceed  in  fome  inflances. 

I have  ufed  this  remedy  in  feveral  cafes 
before  the  prefent  cable  under  my  care. 
In  fome  of  them,  I could  not  fay  that  it 
was  of  any  benefit ; in  others,  it  had,  I 
think,  manifeflly  good  effects.  But  I 
mult,  at  the  fame  time,  add,  that  no  cafe 
has  come  under  my  care,  in  which  it  was 
productive  of  fo  remarkable  benefit  as  in 
the  prefent.  I do  not,  however,  mean  to 
reprefent  this  as  the  ftrongeft  inftance  of 
the  fuccefs  that  has  been  had  from  it.  A 
cafe,  in  its  circumftances  much  more  ob- 
ftinate,  terminating  fuccefsfully,  is  re- 
corded by  Dr  Ruffel  in  the  differtation  I 
have  already  mentioned.  There,  indeed, 
the  remedy  was  long  continued,  and  to  a 
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very  confiderable  extent.  It  was  given, 
even  to.  the  quantity  of  nine  grains,  three 
times  a-day  ; and  not  only  without  bad 
effedls,  but  even  with  the  bed  confe- 
quences. 

I hold  the  cuprum  ammoniacum,  how- 
ever, from  its  ftimulant  effects,  to  be  one 
of  thofe  medicines  which  requires  always 
to  be  begun  in  fmall  dofes.  I ordered  for  our 
prefent  patient,  then,  at  the  commencement, 
one  pill  only.  And  each  of  the  pilules  cost 
rulta  contains  but  half  a grain  of  the  cu- 
prum. This  dofe  was  repeated  morning 
and  evening.  At  firft,  it  occasioned  a flight 
degree  of  ficknefs  ; but  as  this  ficknefs 
was  neither  attended  with  vomiting  nor 
loofenefs,  I foon  ventured  to  double  the 
dofe  in  the  evening.  For,  it  may  be  ob- 
lerved,  that  medicines  of  this  nature  have 
lefs  effedl  in  producing  ficknefs  when  they 
are  given  in  the  evening,  than  when  they 
are  taken  with  an  empty  ftomach.  While 
lie  continued  the  medicine  to  this  extent, 
the  frequency  of  his  fits  gradually  dimi- 
nif}ied,  and  in  no  long  time  they  entirely 

left 
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left  him.  In  place,  therefore,  of  farther 
increafing  the  dofe,  I thought  it  neceffary 
to  diminilh  it.  And  even  when  this  was 
done,  there  was  Hill  fome  fufpicion  of  its 
exciting  vomiting.  From  this  fufpicion, 

I was  induced  entirely  to  omit  the  ufe  of 
it.  But  that  I might  not  fuddenly  give  up 
a powerful  tonic,  I ordered,  as  a fubftitute, 
the  Peruvian  bark ; and  after  continuing 
this  for  fome  time,  as  he  had  not  any  threat- 
ening of  fits,  I reckoned  it  unneceffary  to 
keep  him  any  longer  on  our  lift.  I have 
accordingly  difmiffed  him ; and  I fhall 
have  much  fatisfa&ion  if  I learn  that  he 
continues  free  from  any  return  of  his  af- 
fe&ion. 

Sequel. 

This  patient  left  his  mother’s  houfe  foon 
after  he  was  difmiffed  from  attendance  at 
the  Difpenfary,  and  continued  for  feveral 
months  without  the  leaft  threatening  of 
his  former  affe&ion.  But,  about  the  middle 
of  June,  he  again  returned  to  refide  with 

his 
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his  mother ; not  many  weeks  after  which, 
he  had  a fit.  He  had,  however,  no  farther 
return,  although  he  lived  with  his  mother 
for  the  fpace  of  feveral  months,  and  al- 
though her  fits  ftill  continued  to  be  very 
frequent. 

This  patient  ftill  continues,  January  i o. 
1783,  free  from  any  farther  return  of  his 
Epilepfy,  and  in  other  refpe<5ts  enjoys 
good  health. 


II. 

An  Enlargement  of  the  Abdomen , of  a 
doubtful  nature , 'which  terminated  fuccejf- 
fully. 

« * \ 

*ry  iT R , aged  feven  years,  ad- 

mitted  November  8.  1776,  has  a 
confiderable  fwelling  of  the  abdomen, 
which  is  very  tenfe.  She  alfo  complains 
of  great  third,  and  her  appetite  is  much 
impaired.  There  is  no  obvious  fwelling 
on  any  other  part  of  her  body.  During 
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the  night,  fhe  is  very  reftlefs,  and  deeps 
ill,  frequently  complaining  of  pain  in  her 
belly ; and  fhe  is  alio  fometimes  obferved 
to  pick  her  nofe.  Her  refpiration  is  rather 
more  laborious  than  natural.  Her  urine 
is  fcanty,  tongue  clean,  fkin  moift,  belly 
regular. 

The  dwelling  of  her  abdomen  fil'd;  ap- 
peared about  five  years  ago,  and  it  has 
gradually  increafed  ever  fince.  About 
four  years  after  it  firft  began,  fhe  was  at- 
tacked with  a fever,  during  which  fire 
palled  four  round  worms ; and  fhe  alfo  dif- 
charged  one  about  two  months  ago.  She 
has  complained  of  third:  ever  fince  fhe  was 
weaned. 

She  knows  no  caufe  to  which  thefe  com- 
plaints can  be  affigned.  She  has  ufed 
fome  medicines,  but  does  not  know  what 
they  were,  and  obtained  no  relief  from 
them. 

i?,.  Pulveris  cremoris  tartan  femi-drachmam 
Pulveris  corticis  cinnamomi  grana  de- 
cern M. 

Capiat  dofin  quart  a qnaque  bora. 

Novem- 
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November  16.  The  powders,  which 
have  been  taken  regularly,  have  produced 
no  loofenefs ; but  the  quantity  of  her  urine 
is  fomewhat  increafed.  The  fwelling  of 
her  belly  is  nothing  diminiflied,  and  her 
third:  is  nothing  abated ; but  her  appetite 
is  fomewhat  mended.  Belly  regular;  pulfe 
I20.  Continue tur  pulvis  cremoris  tartari  ut 
antea ; et 

Calomelanos  grand  tria 

Pulveris  radicis  f cilia  exficcata  fcrupu- 
lum  unum 

Saponis  Hifpani  drdchmam  unam 

Syrupi  fimplicis  qudntum  fufficit  ut  Jiat 
maJJ'a , dividenda  in  pilulas  granorum 
quinque . 

Capidt  pilulam  unant  omni  node  hora 
fomni. 

November  23.  The  pills  have  neither 
occaiioned  vomiting,  nor  any  manifeft 
ficknefs  ; but  fhe  has  had,  every  day  for 
fome  time  paft,  frequent  loofe  ftools,  at- 
tended with  fevere  gripes,  which  fhe  a£- 
cribes  to  the  powders.  The  quantity  of 
her  urine  is  not  increafed  fince  laft  report. 

Her 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  45 


Her  appetite  is  worfe,  and  the  fwelling  of 
| her  belly  is  nothing  diminiflied.  Pulfe 
100;  third  rather  more  moderate.  Capiat 
dofin  pulveris  cremoris  tartari  omni  mane , et 
pilulam  fcilliticam  omni  nofle . 

November  30.  Her  loofe  {tools  have 
been  lefs  frequent  fince  the  laft  report; 
and  flie  has  in  general  difcharged  near  five 
pounds  of  urine  during  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  {welling  of  her  belly  is 
lomewhat  diminiflied  every  morning,  but 
it  again  increafes  towards  night.  It  was 
this  morning  lefs  than  it  has  been  for  fome 
years  before.  Her  third  is  more  moderate, 
her  appetite  mended.  Pulfe  96.  Continuen - 
tur  medic  ament  a ut  antea. 

Observations  delivered  December  7. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  not  altogether  without  ambiguity- 
There  are,  indeed,  many  fymptoms  here, 
which  are  confidered  as  the  characterizing 
marks  of  a dropfical  affection.  From  the 
fwelling  of  the  abdomen,  the  difficulty  of 

breathing, 
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breathing,  the  thirft,  and  fcarcity  of  urine, 
we  might  conclude,  that  fhe  is  fubjeCted 
to  afcites.  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
this  is  really  the  cafe.  But  here  a very 
eflfential  circumftance  is  wanting.  With 
this  fwelling  of  the  belly,  there  is  no  evi- 
dent fluctuation:  a circumflance  which  is 
almoft  conftantly  obferved  where  an  en- 
largement of  the  abdomen  depends  upon 
water;  or  even  where  any  other  liquid, 
fuch,  for  example,  as  blood,  pus,  or  the 
like,  is  depofited  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen. The  want  of  fluctuation,  then, 
would  naturally  lead  us  to  inquire,  how 
far  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeCt  that  the  fwel- 
ling here  depends  on  any  other  caufe. 
And  there  is  the  rather  room  for  fuch 
an  inquiry,  as  there  is  no  appearance  of 
eftufed  water  in  any  other  part  of  the  fy- 
ftem.  Pure  afcites,  indeed,  may,  and  fre- 
quently does  exift ; yet,  for  the  mod  part, 
it  is  conjoined  with  other  dropfical  affec- 
tions. 

There  are  two  other  fuppofitions  refpeCl- 
ing  the  caufe  of  this  fwelling,  which  here 

na- 
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naturally  prefent  themfelves.  It  fometimes 
happens,  that  fwellings,  in  appearance, 
fimilar  to  the  prefent,  depend  upon  a fo- 
lid  matter.  But  to  this  fuppolition  there 
are  here  two  unfurmountable  obj editions. 
The  firfl  may  be  drawn  from  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe.  Where  the  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen  depends  upon  a folid  matter, 
it  very  generally  begins  at  a particular 
fpot,  and  from  thence  it  is  gradually  ex- 
tended to  other  parts  of  the  abdomen.  But, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  although  the  increafe 
has  been  gradual,  yet  it  has  been  uni- 
formly extended  over  the  whole,  and  no 
particular  local  hardnefs  has  ever  been  dif- 
covered.  Belides  this,  fwellings  depend- 
ing on  a folid  matter  are  not  liable  to  fud- 
den  changes.  With  our  patient,  however, 
fuch  changes  manifeflly  occur.  Hence, 
for  the  fuppolition  of  the  fwelling  depend- 
ing on  folid,  there  is  little  foundation. 

Another  fuppolition  is,  that  the  fwelling 
here  occurring  may  depend  upon  air ; 
that  is,  that  our  patient  may  be  fubjefted. 
to  tympanites.  But  of  this  affe&ion  alfo 

fome 
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fome  of  the  chief  fymptoms  are  wanting; 
No  found  is  obferved  to  be  emitted  on  per- 
cuffion  of  the  abdomen,  nor  is  any  relief 
afforded  on  the  difcharge  of  wind.  The 
firfl  of  thefe  particulars,  however,  is  the 
almoftconftant  attendant  of  abdominal,  and 
the  laft  of  inteftinal,  tympanites.  Upon 
the  whole,  then,  I reckon  it  at  leaf!  the 
moft  probable  fuppofition,  that  this  dwelling 
depends  on  water.  The  want  of  fluctua- 
tion may  arife  from  different  circumftan- 
ces.  It  may  depend  upon  the  Hate  of  the 
integuments ; it  may  arife  from  the  condi- 
tion of  the  vifcera;  or  it  may  proceed  from 
the  water  being  contained  in  hydatides. 
And,  although  I confider  the  third;  and 
fcarcity  of  urine  as  giving  ftrong  pre- 
fumption  of  a dropfical  affection,  yet  I 
fhall  not  be  furprifed  to  find  that  it  turns 
out  of  a complicated  nature,  neither  entire- 
ly depending  on  water  nor  air,  but  partly 
on  both. 

With  this  uncertainty,  I am  not  here 
difpofed  to  give  a very  favourable  prog- 
noftic.  The  youth  of  this  patient  is  indeed 

fome- 
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fomewhat  in  her  favour ; and  it  is  dill 
more  fo,  that  {he  has  received,  at  lead, 
temporary  relief,  from  the  quantity  of  her 
urine  being  increafed.  But,  thefe  circum- 
ftances  excepted,  moft  others  are  againd 
our  patient.  While  we  have  much  uncer- 
tainty refpecding  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
we  have  at  lead;  fome  reafon  to  dread  a lo- 
cal affection  •,  and,  from  the  pain  of  the 
belly  of  which  flie  complains,  we  can  prog- 
nodicate  nothing  favourable.  From  the 
continuance  of  her  difeafe,  alfo,  we  may 
conclude  it  to  be  of  a dubborn  nature. 
For,  although  flie  be  but  eight  years  old* 
her  affection  has  been  obferved  for  no  lefs 
than  five  of  thefe.  And  there  are  even  fome 
indications  of  its  being  of  a much  earlier 
date ; for  we  may  confider,  as  a fymptom 
of  it,  the  third;  with  which  lhe  has  been 
affe<ded  from  the  time  that  fhe  was  on  the 
bread.  To  all  thefe  circumdances,  it  is  far- 
ther to  be  added,  that  her  complaints  have 
already  redded  the  power  of  feveral  medi- 
cines. If,  therefore,  her  difeafe  admits  of  a 
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fpeedy  and  fortunate  termination,  it  is,  I 
own,  much  more  than  I expedh 

It  may  feem  ftrange,  that  hitherto  I have 
taken  no  notice  of  a circumftance  particu- 
larly mentioned  in  this  cafe,  that  is,  the 
worms  which  Ihe  has,  at  different  times, 
been  obferved  to  difcharge  by  ftool.  There 
are  fome  practitioners,  who,  with  fuch 
circumftances  as  occur  here,  would  look 
upon  worms  in  the  inteflinal  canal  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  greatefl  part,  if  not  of 
all,  the  fymptoms.  I muft,  however,  own, 
that  I do  not  fufpedt  them  to  have  any 
connection  with  the  prefent  complaint. 
Worms,  indeed,  in  the  inteftines,  are  by 
no  means  a rare  occurrence  ; yet,  as  far 
as  my  inquiries  go,  I think  I may  venture 
to  aifert,  that  in  this  country  they  are 
lefs  frequent  than  in  fome  others ; and  far- 
ther, that  now  they  are  lefs  frequent  here 
than  they  were  formerly,  which  I am  in- 
clined to  afcribe  to  changes  which  have 
taken  place  with  refpect  to  diet.  Cafes 
are  often  to  be  met  with,  in  which  they 
are  unqueftionably  productive  of  the  molt 

threat- 
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threatening  and  molt  anomalous  fymptoms; 
yet  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  they  are 
frequently  prefent  in  the  alimentary  canal 
when  they  are  productive  of  no  inconve- 
nience. This  fufficiently  appears  from  their 
being  obferved  to  be  difcharged  where 
there  has  been  no  preceding  uneaflnefs. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  they  appeared 
chiefly  during  the  courfe  of  a fever.  It 
is  to  be  remarked,  that,  during  febrile 
affeCtions,  worms  frequently  appear;  and 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  there  are  many  who 
are  difpofed  to  conflder  them  as  the  caufe 
of  the  fever.  This  concluflon,  however, 
is,  I imagine,  often  drawn  without  good 
reafon ; and  I cannot  help  thinking,  that 
they  are  frequently  difcharged  merely  in 
confequence  of  the  fever.  It  would  feem, 
that,  from  the  morbid  affeClion  which  ex- 
ifts,  probably  from  the  increafed  heat  of 
the  body,  their  fltuation  becomes  difagree- 
able  to  them.  And  I reckon  it  probable, 
that  this  may  have  been  the  cafe  in  the  in- 
stance before  us.  Our  patient  has,  even 
of  late  indeed,  difcharged  one,  which 
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gives  a prefumption  that  there  may  be  Hill 
others  prefent.  And  the  action  of  thefe 
on  the  alimentary  canal,  may  either  be 
the  caufe  of  fome  fymptoms,  or  may  ag- 
gravate them:  yet,  admitting  this,  I mnft 
own,  I do  not  confider  them  as  forming 
any  dangerous  part  of  the  affecdion ; and 
I do  not  think  that  our  attempts  to  cure 
are  to  be  directed  with  a view  to  thefe. 

Refpedling  the  general  plan  of  cure, 
from  what  has  been  faid,  it  may  be  con- 
cluded that  I am  fomewhat  at  a lofs.  I 
have,  however,  begun  the  treatment  of 
this  cafe,  on  what  I reckon  the  molt  pro- 
bable fuppolition  ; that  is,  the  idea  of  its 
being  a dropfical  affecdion.  Suppofing 
that  there  is  a collection  of  water  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  it  is  my  intention 
to  attempt  to  difcharge  it  by  natural  out- 
lets. Of  thefe,  the  chief  are  evacuation  by 
dool  and  urine.  From  the  firft  of  thefe, 
we  can  obtain  the  mod  immediate  and 
mod  fudden  difcharge  : from  the  lail,  the 
evacuation  which  takes  place  has  the  lead 

influence  as  debilitating  the  patient  j and, 
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on  this  account,  diuretics  can  be  ufed 
with  more  regularity,  and  for  a greater 
length  of  time,  than  purgatives.  To  thefe, 
therefore,  I am  chiefly  difpofed  to  truft  in 
the  prefent  cafe ; yet  I wifli,  in  fome  de- 
gree, to  conjoin  the  advantages  both  from 
diuretics  and  purgatives.  It  is  from  thefe 
confiderations  that  I have  put  this  patient 
on  the  ufe  of  two  different  remedies,  cream 
of  tartar  and  fquills.  While  the  firft  ope- 
rates moft  immediately  as  a purgative, 
it  is,  at  the  fame  time,  powerfully  diure- 
tic. The  laft  is  intended  folely  with  a view 
of  increafing  the  quantity  of  urine.  If 
from  thefe  medicines  we  can  obtain  a co- 
pious difcharge  of  urine,  with  a diminu- 
tion of  the  fwellings,  and  at  the  fame  time 
without  debility,  it  may  go  far  towards 
the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Indropfical  affections,  however,  I confider 
the  evacuation  of  the  water  as  the  leaft  im- 
portant part  of  the  cure : and,  in  almoft 
every  cafe,  it  is  a more  difficult  matter  to 
prevent  the  return  of  effiiflon,  than  to  pro- 
duce evacuation.  It  may  therefore  be  ne- 
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ceffary,  in  order  to  fecure  the  good  effects  , 

which  may  be  derived  from  thefe  evacuants, 
to  haverecourfe  to  Peruvian  bark,  and  other 
tonics.  But  I would  by  no  means  be  un— 
derftood  to  promife  that  we  (hall  ever  come 
this  length  in  the  cure ; and  we  may  even 
be  foon  fatisfied,  that  the  prefent  plan  is 
not  to  be  perfifted  in.  The  evacuation 
may  be  greater  than  our  patient  is  able  to 
bear,  or  it  may  take  place  without  a dimi- 
nution of  the  fwellings.  In  either  cafe,  it 
would  be  prejudicial.  Suppoling  this  to 
happen,  I muff  own,  that  I cannot,  at  pre- 
fent, even  conjecture  what  meafures  I may 
then  be  difpofed  to  adopt.  I Ihall  proba- 
bly, however,  try  fome  of  thofe  medicines 
which  more  immediately  tend  to  increafe 
the  tone  of  the  alimentary  canal;  particu- 
larly thofe  which  pafs  under  the  general  titles 
of  ftomachic  and  carminative  medicines. 
It  is,  in  fome  meafure,  with  an  intention 
of  this  kind,  that  I mean  to  conjoin,  with 
the  prefent  courfe,  frieflion  of  the  abdo- 
men. And,  merely  as  an  inducement  to 
its  being  continued  for  a fufficient  length 
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of  time,  I fhall  order  it  to  be  performed 
either  with  oil  or  with  fome  foft  powder, 
but  without  expecting  from  thefe  any 
other  effect  than  as  leading  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  friction. 

Sequel. 

Soon  after  the  7th  of  December,  befides 
the  continuance  of  the  cream  of  tartar  and 
fquills,  directions  were  given,  that  this 
patient  fhould  have  her  belly  carefully 
rubbed  every  evening  for  the  fpace  of  half 
an  hour.  And,  as  the  repeated  evacua- 
tions by  ftool  feemed  to  induce  debility, 
the  purgatives  were  ordered  to  be  inter- 
mitted. But  not  long  after  this,  on  ex- 
pofure  to  accidental  cold,  the  fwelling 
of  her  abdomen  was  very  coniiderably 
increafed  ; and  as,  at  this  time,  her 
belly  was  rather  bound,  the  fquill-pills 
were  omitted,  and  the  cream  of  tartar  re- 
peated in  the  form  of  electuary,  conjoined 
with  a fmall  proportion  of  gamboge.  This 
purged  her  brifkly,  and  had  foon  the  ef- 
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fedl  of  diminifhing  fomewhat  the  fwelling  5 
but,  even  after  fhe  had  continued  it  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  the  fwelling 
was  by  no  means  entirely  removed.  Up- 
on this  fhe  was  put  on  the  ufe  of  a mix- 
ture, the  bails  of  which  was  the  tin&nra 
amara.  After  the  ufe  of  this  mixture, 
there  took  place  a confiderable  difcharge 
of  wind,  in  the  way  of  flatus,  and  the 
fwelling  fell  a little.  It  did  not,  however, 
entirely  difappear.  But  as  fhe  continued, 
in  other  refpedts,  in  good  health,  and  was 
no  longer  affe&ed  with  the  thirft,  want 
of  appetite,  pain  of  her  belly,  fcarcity  of 
urine,  or  other  fymptoms  which  were 
moft  diftrefling  at  the  time  of  admiflion, 
fhe  was  difmifled  about  the  middle  of 
March, 
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III. 


A Cutaneous  Affection,  treated  by 
the  external  Application  of  Corrofive  Subli- 
mate, terminating  fuccefsfully. 


mitted  the  eighth  of  November,  has 
over  his  whole  face  a red  fcaly  eruption, 
of  which  there  is  alfo  a little  on  the  abdo- 
men. This  eruption  is  never  painful  nor 
itchy,  unlefs  when  he  Hands  before  the 
fire,  or  is  heated  by  any  other  means.  At 
prefent  it  is  dry  ; but  the  eruption  on  his 
face  often  difcharges  matter.  Pulfe  and 
belly  natural ; and,  in  other  refpects,  he 
is  free  from  complaint. 

This  eruption  is  of  nine  months  Hand- 
ing; and  no  caufe  is  afligned  for  it,  ex- 
cept that  of  fleeping  in  the  bed  with  a 
perfon,  about  two  years  before,  who  was 
afflidled  with  fimilar  eruptions. 

He  has  ufed  a blifler  and  fome  other 
medicines,  but  his  parents  do  not  know 


B , aged  eight  years,  ad- 
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what  they  were.  From  thefe,  however, 
he  has  obtained  no  relief.  Capiat  antimonii 
praparati  fcrupulum  iinum  omni  mane  et  vcj- 
pere. 

November  16.  The  powders  fit  eafily 
on  his  ftomach ; and  the  eruption  on  his 
face  continues  much  as  before,  without 
any  frefli  difeharge  of  matter.  Repet  at  ur 
dojis  antimonii  ter  indies ; et 

& Mercurii  corrofivi  fubhmati  gr ana  duo. 

Solve  in  aqua  unciis  quatuor ; dein  adde 
fpiritus  lavendula  compofiti  unciam  uium. 

M.f  folutio , qua  accurate  laventur  partes 
ajfedla  omni  nodie. 

November  23.  He  continues  the  powders 
without  any  inconvenience,  and  without 
any  fenfible  operation.  The  eruption  on 
his  face  is  very  confiderably  diminifhed 
fince  he  began  to  wafli  it  with  the  folu- 
tion ; but,  from  fome  particular  fpots, 
there  is  now  a flight  difeharge  of  matter. 
Pulfe  and  belly  natural.  Continuentur  me- 
dicamenta,  et  capiat  eras  mane  falls  Glauberi 
drachmas  fex , ex  aqua  ferventis  unciis  oclot 
more  folito . 


November 
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November  30.  The  falts  operated  well, 
and  the  eruption  on  his  face  is  now  confi- 
derably  diminifhed.  At  prefent  it  dif- 
charges  vei'y  little.  Repetatur  dofis  falls 
Glanbert , ut  antca , eras  mane ; et  continnentur 
alia  medic  amenta. 

Observations  delivered  December  7. 

This  patient  is  fubjefted  to  a difeafe, 
which  is  by  no  means  a rare  occurrence 
in  pra<5tice ; and  it  is  farther  a complaint, 
almoft  all  the  fymptoms  of  which  are  ob- 
vious to  the  fenfes.  Yet,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  a conhderable  difficulty  in  affix- 
ing a proper  name  to  it.  And,  indeed, 
this  is  an  obfervation  which  applies  to  cu- 
taneous affe&ions  in  general : for  to  this 
tribe  of  difeafes  the  cafe  of  our  prefent 
patient  is  manifeflly  to  be  referred.  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes are  not  hitherto  diftinguiffied  with 
fufficient  accuracy,  either  by  nofological 
or  pradlical  writers.  Some,  indeed,  have 
multiplied  the  fpecies  to  a very  great  ex- 
tent. 
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tent.  But,  from  their  defcription,  it  is 
often  impoflible  to  fay  to  which  any  par- 
ticular inftance  can  be  referred. 

It  would,  I apprehend,  be  of  great  confe- 
quence  in  pradice,  could  diftind  genera  of 
thefe  be  formed,  efpecially  if  they  could  be 
diftinguifhed  according  to  the  caufes  from 
which  they  proceed.  And  probably,  on 
this  footing,  all  of  them  might  be  referred 
to  one  of  four  heads ; either  to  a morbid  con- 
dition of  the  general  mafs  of  fluids ; a mor- 
bid affedion  of  the  cutaneous  veflels  ; a 
depraved  fecretion  by  the  febaceous  glands 
of  the  fkin  ; or  a morbid  affedion  of  the 
bulbs  of  the  hair.  Thefe  I take  to  be  the 
general  caufes  of  the  greater  part  of  cuta- 
neous affedions  ; and  as  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds from  one  or  other  of  thefe,  the  cure 
is,  in  many  refpeds,  varied.  If,  there- 
fore, proper  marks  could  be  difcovered  for 
diftinguilhing  thefe  from  each  other,  I 
Ihould  confider  it  as  a matter  of  import- 
ance. But  fuch  marks,  I apprehend, 
have  not  hitherto  been  pointed  out ; and 
we  can  only  form  uncertain  conjedures 

from. 
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from  the  appearance,  and  other  circum- 
ftances. 

All  fuch  affediions  as  the  prefent,  are, 
in  this  part  of  Britain  at  leaft,  vulgarly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Scurvy.  But 
this  term,  as  employed  by  medical  writers 
of  fcience,  is  ufed  to  exprefs  an  affedlion 
of  a very  different  nature.  And,  among 
all  the  chronical  cutaneous  affedtions,  if 
we  exclude  the  itch  and  tinea  capitis,  I 
know  but  two  genera  diftindtly  marked. 
Thefe  are  lepra  and  herpes.  To  one  or 
other  of  thefe  genera,  I mufl  own,  that, 
in  common  language,  I am  difpofed  to 
refer  every  cafe.  At  the  fame  time,  there 
is,  in  fome  inftances,  fuch  a manifeft  dif- 
ference, that  I am  fatisfied  the  genera 
Ihould  be  more  numerous,  provided  they 
could  be  properly  diftinguifhed.  The 
limits,  however,  even  between  the  two 
genera  which  we  have  already  mentioned, 
are  often  fo  nice,  chat  it  is  frequently  very 
difficult  to  fay  to  which  genus  a particular 
cafe  ought  to  be  referred.  Upon  the  whole, 
however,  I rank  under  the  head  of  herpes, 

thofe 
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thofe  inltances  where  there  is  the  greateft 
inflammation,  the  mod  confiderable  wa- 
tery difeharge,  and  the  leaf!  fcaly  appear- 
ance; and  I refer  to  the  head  of  lepra, 
thofe  inftances  in  which  there  is  little  or 
no  obvious  inflammation,  little  riling  a- 
bove  the  Ikin,  but  where  the  parts  affected 
are  covered  with  a white  fcaly  matter. 

On  thefe  grounds,  then,  I am  led  to 
confider  the  prefent  inltance  as  an  example 
of  herpes  ; and  I look  upon  it  to  proceed 
more  from  the  Hate  of  the  cutaneous  vef- 
fels  at  the  part,  than  from  any  other  caufe. 
How  far  this  difeafe,  as  the  patients  pa- 
rents fufpedt,  may  have  derived  its  origin 
from  his  having  flept  in  the  bed  with  one 
affe&ed  with  a flmilar  complaint,  I cannot 
pretend  to  fay.  I mult,  however,  own, 
that  I am  rather  inclined  to  fufpecfl  the 
contrary,  although  I am  by  no  means  fo 
clear  in  this  fentiment  as  to  draw  any  po- 
fltive  conclufion.  The  diftance  of  time  at 
which  it  occurred,  from  that  when  he  flept 
with  the  affected  perfon,  is  indeed  a flrong 
objection  to  it.  Yet,  were  there  even 

much 
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much  more  certain  evidence  of  its  not 
being  infectious,  very  intimate  connection, 
in  all  fuch  cafes,  is  unqueftionably  to  be 
avoided. 

But  whether  we  fuppofe  the  difeafe  of 
the  prefent  patient  to  have  arifen  from 
this,  or  from  any  other  caufe,  fuch  fup- 
pofitions  will  have  little  effect  either  on 
the  prognofis  or  plan  of  cure.  For  our 
judgement  refpecting  thefe,  muft  now  be 
entirely  refted  on  the  prefent  Rate  of  the 
patient’s  difeafe.  And  here  I mufl  own, 
that,  in  giving  a judgment  refpecting 
the  probable  termination  of  this  affection, 
I cannot  be  very  pofitive.  I am,  however, 
difpofed  to  hope,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
cure  this  affection,  and  that  our  patient 
may  yet  recover  perfect  health.  It  is 
much  in  his  favour,  that  his  difeafe, 
comparatively  fpeaking,  is  not  of  long 
duration ; that  it  has,  on  different  oc~ 
cafions,  had  the  appearance  of  yielding 
fomewhat  to  medicines  which  have  been 
ufed;  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  fufpect  its 
being  a hereditary  affection ; and  that  this 

patient. 
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patient  is  yet  at  an  early  period  of  life* 
From  all  thefe  particulars,  there  is  greater 
reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs  than  there  would 
be,  in  contrary  circumftances.  But,  fhould 
we  even  be  difappointed  in  accomplifhing 
a cure,  I do  not  apprehend  much  danger 
from  this  complaint;  and  I am  difpofed 
to  think,  that,  from  continuance,  it  would 
rather  be  troublefome  than  fatal. 

With  refpea  to  the  cure,  it  is  here  to  be 
remarked,  that  attempts  to  this  purpofe 
are  not  altogether  without  danger.  It  is  well 
known,  that  the  greateft  evils  have  fome*- 
times  been  attributed  to  the  repulfion,  as 
it  has  been  called,  of  eruptions : and 

when,  by  thefe,  the  fyflem  has  long  been 
accuftomed  to  an  habitual  difcharge,  or  to 
a particular  mode  of  circulation,  it  is  ealy 
to  fee  why  this  fhould  be  the  cafe.  It  ne- 
ceffarily  becomes  an  obje6l  in  the  cuie, 
therefore,  that,  while  we  endeavour  to  re- 
move this  affedtion,  we  do  not  induce  one 
more  dangerous;  and  efpecially,  as  fuch 
a confequence  is  chiefly  to  be  dreaded 

from  the  moft  effectual  mock  of  cure.  It 

is 
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is  from  this  confideration  that  I have  put 
our  patient,  not  merely  on  the  life  of  one 
medicine,  but  of  feveral. 

I confider  the  prefent  difeafe  to  be  chief- 
ly produced  by  the  Rate  of  the  veflels  at 
the  part;  and,  for  the  removal  of  it,  I 
place  the  principal  confidence  in  the  mer- 
curial lotion.  This,  I expe<R,  will  operate, 
in  confequence  of  the  peculiar  Rimulating 
power  which  it  exerts  on  the  veflels  to 
which  it  is  applied.  But  if  by  this  means 
there  fhould  be  a fudden  reRoration  to  a 
found  Rate,  it  is  neceflarily  followed  by 
a confiderable  change  in  the  balance  of 
circulation,  and  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  retention  of  matter  which  before  ufed 
to  be  difcharged.  Hence  there  are  inRan- 
ces  where  it  has  given  rife  to  apoplexy* 
dropfy,  or  Other  dangerous  affedions.  To 
avoid  any  hazard  of  thefe,  while  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  cure  the  eruption  by  ex- 
ternal means,  I wifh  to  increafe  the  dif- 
charge  by  other  outlets.  It  is  with  this 
view  that  I have  put  him  on  the  ufe  of 
crude  antimony,  a medicine  which  I have 

E often 
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often  employed,  and  I think  with  fuccefs, 
againft  cutaneous  affections;  and  which 
probably  operates,  by  giving  a permanent 
increafe  of  difcharge  from  the  furface.  It 
is,  farther,  with  the  intention  of  producing 
a difcharge  from  the  fyftem,  that  I have 
repeatedly  exhibited  refrigerant  purgatives. 
From  thefe  we  obtain,  although  a lefs  per- 
manent, yet  a more  certain  and  more  im- 
mediate difcharge.  And  by  thefe.  means 
I hope  to  avoid  any  dangerous  confequen-  . 
ces  which  might  otherwife  refult  from  the 
external  application  of  the  mercury. 

By  continuing  this  courfe  for  a proper 
length  of  time,  I am  hopeful  that  this 
patient  may  be  perfectly  recovered.  And 
perhaps,  in  the  treatment  of  the  cafe,  no- 
thing farther  will  be  requilite,  than  to  in- 
creafe the  ftrength  of  the  folution,  or 
otherwife  regulate  the  medicine,  according 
to  circumftances.  If,  however,  it  fhall 
be  found  ineffectual,  we  may  try,  both 
externally  and  internally,  medicines  of 
different  kinds.  And,  if  the  difeafe  proves 
obffinate,  I have  thoughts  of  putting  this 

patient 
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patient  on  the  ufe  of  the  vitriolic  acid;  a 
medicine,  which,  of  late,  has  been  parti- 
cularly recommended  for  the  cure  of  Pfora. 
1 am  told,  that  the  efficacy  of  it  has  been 
fully  confirmed,  both  in  cafes  of  the  fca- 
bies  ficca  and  humida,  by  that  able  phy- 
fician,  Dodtor  Baldinger  of  Goettingen.  I 
have  myfelf  tried  it  in  fome  inftances  of 
herpetic  eruptions,  and  I think  with  fuc- 
cefs.  And  if,  after  the  failure  of  the  pre- 
fent  plan,  it  ffiall  fucceed  in  the  inftance 
before  us,  I ffiall,  I own,  have  a higher 
opinion  of  it  than  ever.  If  the  vitriolic 
acid  fails  from  internal  ufe,  I have  thoughts 
of  trying  it  externally ; for,  when  conjoin- 
ed with  hogs  lard,  it  forms  a very  ufeful 
ointment.  This,  indeed,  I have  had  but 
few  opportunities  of  ufing  ; yet  I am  in- 
clined to  think,  that  it  will  be  found  to 
poffefs  fome  advantages  over  the  fulphur 
ointments,  and  that  it  will  be  productive 
of  the  belt  effects  in  many  different  cafes  *. 

E 2 Se- 

* The  Unguentum  Vitriolicum  ufed  at  the  Edinburgh 
Difpenfary  is  prepared  according  to  the  following 
formula. 

Actdi  vitriolici  31.  Axungia  porting  |i.  Terentut 
optime  ftmul . 
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Sequel. 

From  the  ufe  of  the  folution  of  corro- 
five  externally,  and  of  the  antimony  inter- 
nally, with  the  repetition  of  the  falts  at 
proper  intervals,  the  eruption  on  his  face 
Continued  gradually  to  decline  ; but  foon 
after,  a dry  fcaly  eruption,  of  a fimilar  na- 
ture, appeared  on  the  hairy  fcalp.  After 
{having  the  head,  this  was  treated  with  an 
external  application,  nearly  of  a fimilar  na- 
ture, the  corrofive  being  applied  in  the 
form  of  ointment.  To  this  it  foon  yielded. 
His  recovery,  however,  after  this,  was 
not  uniform  ; for  when  the  eruption  on 
his  head  difappeared,  that  on  his  face  re- 
turned to  a very  confiderable  degree ; and 
it  even  extended  to  different  parts  on  the 
trunk  of  his  body.  But,  by  perfifting  in 
the  ufe  of  the  remedies  already  mentioned, 
it  was  at  lafl  entirely  overcome  ; and,  on 
the  firft  of  March,  he  was  difiniffed  free 
from  complaints. 


IV. 
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IV. 

A Rheumatic  Affection,  cured  by  the 

Ufe  of  the  Elixir  Guajacinum  Volatile. 

g M , aged  42,  admitted  No- 

vember 1 1 . 1 776,  a married  woman, 
of  a brown  complexion  and  low  flature, 
is  affedted  with  fevere  pains  in  the  hip, 
knee,  and  ankle-joints,  particularly  of  the 
right  fide.  Thefe  pains  are  fo  violent  on 
motion,  that  fhe  is  unable  to  walk  ; nei- 
ther can  fhe  Hand  upright.  They  are  par- 
ticularly fevere  when  fhe  begins  to  grow 
warm  in  bed. 

The  parts  affedted  are  not  in  the  leafl 
degree  inflamed,  or  fore  to  the  touch,  but 
are  always  painful  on  any  motion  of  the 
joint.  Pulfe  96  ; belly  regular  ; appetite 
impaired ; but  fhe  does  not  complain  of 
third.  Her  menfes  are  regular,  and  are 
at  prefent  flowing. 

The  pain  in  her  joints  firfl  feized  her 
fix  months  ago.  It  was  then  attended  with 

E 3 heat 
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heat  and  rednefs  in  the  parts,  which  dif- 
appeared  foon  after  the  application  of  a 
blider,  and  blood-letting  by  means  of: 
leeches.  She  now  complains  of  a fenfe  of 
coldnefs  in  the  ankle  and  foot  chiefly  af- 
fedted. 

She  imputes  her  complaints  to  fudden 
expofure  to  cold,  by  flepping  from  a vef- 
vel  of  tepid  water  into  a running  dream. 
She  has  ufed  no  other  medicines  but  thofe 
mentioned  above.  Capiat  elixir  guaj  acini 
volatilis  femiinciam  omni  noftc^  hora  fomni , ex 
quovis  vehiculo. 

December  14.  She  has  continued  the 
ufe  of  the  elixir  regularly  fince  it  was  fird 
ordered.  Her  pains  are  much  relieved 
fince  flie  began  it.  She  is  now  free  from 
the  excruciating  uneaflnefs  on  going  to 
bed  ; and  lhe  can  walk  with  tolerable  eafe, 
fo  that  die  has  been  able  to  come  to  the 
Difpenfary  on  foot  from  a confiderable 
di  dance. 

Elixir  guaj  acini  volatilis , uncias  duns. 

Muci  login  is  gttmmi  Arabic /, 

Syrupi 
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Syrupi fimplicis ,fingulorum  unciam  una?n. 

M.  capiat Jemunciam  omni  nodie. 

December  21.  She  continues  to  walk 
with  much  more  eafe ; but  is  ftill  affe<fted 
with  pain  in  her  back,  which  is  moft  fe- 
vere  during  the  night.  Continuetur  mixiura 
ut  ntae . 

Observations  delivered  Bee  ember  23. 

In  the  cafe  of  this  patient,  we  are  pre- 
fented  with  an  affedtion  which  does  not 
feem  to  be  of  a complicated  nature ; and  it 
is,  at  the  fame  time,  one  with  regard  to 
which  there  can  be  very  little  room  for 
doubt.  It  can  hardly  be  matter  of  hefita- 
tion,  that  the  pains  to  which  this  patient 
is  fubjedted,  are  of  the  rheumatic  kind. 
Her  affedtion,  however,  by  no  means  cor- 
refponds  with  the  definition  of  rheumatij- - 
mus,  as  given  by  nofological  writers : for 
this  patient  is  not  only  at  prefent  entirely 
free  from  moft  of  the  fymptoms  of  py- 
rexia, but  has  been  fo  ever  fince  fhe  came 
under  our  care. 

In  this  difeafe,  however,  it  is  univerfally 
E 4 allowed 
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allowed,  that  there  are  two  very  different 
ftates.  Thefe  are  well  known  by  the  names 
of  acute  and  chronic  rheumatifm.  How 
far  this  affection,  in  the  two  different  ftates 
I have  mentioned,  fhould  really  have  dif- 
ferent generic  names,  I cannot  pretend  to 
fay  ; I apprehend,  however,  that,  in  the 
nature  of  the  two,  there  is  a very  confider- 
able  diverfity ; yet,  notwithftanding  this, 
in  many  particulars  they  are  very  ftridtly 
connected. 

I would  be  far  from  pretending  to  affert, 
that  a rheumatic  affection,  of  the  chroni- 
cal kind,  never  takes  place  without  pre- 
ceding acute  rheumatifm  ; and  there  are 
unqueftionably  many  inftances  of  this  lat- 
ter difeafe,  which  are  never  fucceeded  by 
any  chronical  affedtion.  The  moft  com- 
mon cafe,  however,  is,  that  they  are  con- 
nected, and  that  the  one  is  a fequel  of  the 
other.  This  appears  to  have  happened  in 
the  inftance  before  us  ; at  leaft  we  may  in- 
fer fo,  from  the  fwelling  and  inflamma- 
tion with  which  the  pain  was  at  firft  at- 
tended. 

But 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  73 


Bur,  whatever  might  be  the  firft  Rate 
of  this  affedtion,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
with  regard  to  its  condition  at  the  time 
when  this  patient  came  under  our  care ; 
and  perhaps  as  little  that  her  difeafe  de- 
rived its  origin  from  the  caufe  which  fhe 
afligns  for  it ; that  is,  the  fudden  change 
of  temperature,  by  palling  from  warm  to 
cold  water.  Such  fudden  expofure  to  cold 
is  the  caufe  of  various  morbid  affections. 
Sometimes  it  induces  one  difeafe,  fome- 
times  another.  Thefe  varieties  are  pro- 
bably to  be  afcribed  to  peculiar  weaknefs 
of  the  parts,  or  fome  fimilar  caufe  : but  of 
all  affedtions,  the  moft  common  which 
it  induces  are  of  the  rheumatic  kind.  And 
this  effedt  it  has  evidently  had  in  the  in- 
ftance  before  us. 

With  regard  to  the  termination  of  this 
difeafe,  there  is,  I think,  no  reafon  to 
apprehend  fatal  confequences.  And  we 
may  remark,  that  rheumatifm,  even  in 
its  acute  Rate,  is  one  of  thofe  affedtions 
which  is  more  painful  than  dangerous. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  chronic  rheumatifm 

has 
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has  a fatal  termination,  by  inducing  other 
affedtions ; and,  from  the  long  continu- 
ance of  pain,  with  the  want  of  exercife, 
the  conftitution  will  at  laft  be  broken. 
With  our  patient,  however,  it  has  neither 
been  of  fuch  duration,  nor  fo  violent,  that 
any  thing  of  this  kind  is  to  be  dreaded. 
On  the  other  hand,  I would  hope,  that  the 
progrefs  towards  cure,  which  has  already 
been  begun,  may  be  continued ; and  that 
this  patient  may,  in  no  long  time,  be  re- 
ftored  to  tolerable  health.  On  fuch  a 
termination,  however,  we  can  by  no  means, 
with  certainty,  deperd  : and  it  mull  be 
obferved,  that  this  patient  will  now  be 
much  more  fubjedt  to  a renewal  of  her 
complaints,  from  trifling  accidents,  than 
if  {he  had  never  before  been  affected  with 
rheumatifm. 

The  plan  of  cure  to  be  followed  in  all 
affedtions  obtaining  the  name  of  chronic 
rheumatifm,  is  by  no  means  the  fame : 
and,  indeed,  the  probability  is,  that  the 
difeafe,  in  its  nature,  admits  of  very  con- 

fiderable  variety.  Chronic  rheumatifm,  in 

its 
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its  moft  pure  Bate,  probably  depends  on 
an  atonic  condition  of  the  parts  induced 
by  preceding  inflammation.  Often,  how- 
ever, it  happens,  that  this  ftate  is  compli- 
cated with  fome  degree  of  remaining  in- 
flammation. It  is  chiefly  in  the  firft  of 
thefe  conditions,  that  benefit  is  derived 
from  tonics,  ftridUy  fo  called ; fuch,  for 
example,  as  cold  bathing,  and  the  Peru- 
vian bark.  In  the  latter  cafe,  however, 
thefe  remedies  are  inadmiflible,  and  would 
even  be  prejudicial.  Nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  the  affecftion  during  its  interme- 
diate ftate,  or  what  may  be  called  the  ftage 
of  irritability,  to  be  treated  as  in  acute 
rheumatifm,  by  bleeding  and  fweating. 
Such  means  of  cure  might,  indeed,  tend 
to  remove  remaining  inflammation ; yet, 
by  thefe,  the  atonic  ftate  would  be  aggra- 
vated. It  is  in  fuch  inftances  that  the 
greateft  benefit  is,  I apprehend,  to  be 
reaped  from  the  ufe  of  mercury  and  elec- 
tricity ; and  from  the  remedy  which  we 
have  all  along  ufed  with  this  patient,  the 
volatile  elixir  of  guaiacum.  Thefe  reme- 
dies, 
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dies,  while  to  a certain  extent  they  a<ft  as 
evacuants,  are  alfo  ftimulants;  and  in  this 
way,  probably,  they  have  influence,  as 
overcoming  the  tendency  to  both  affec- 
tions, the  atonic  condition,  and  the  in- 
flammation. 

Of  this  intermediate  kind  I fuppofe 
the  cafe  of  our  prefent  patient  to  be,  and  I 
thought  it  a proper  inftance  for  the  ufe  of 
the  guaiacum.  This  medicine  has  long 
been  emoloyed  both  againft  rheumatic 
and  arthritic  complaints,  and  it  has  been 
given  in  many  different  forms.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  adlivity  of  guai- 
acum depends  on  a gummy,  or  rather  a 
refinous  fubftance,  which  the  wood  con- 
tains. This  gum  has  fometimes  been  ex- 
hibited in  fubftance,  fometimes  in  watery 
folution,  and  in  both  ways  it  has  been  at- 
tended with  good  effe<fts  ; but,  of  all  the 
forms  under  which  it  can  be  ufed,  that 
which  is  at  prefent  moft  frequently  em- 
ployed, is  the  volatile  tin<fture,  or  what 
we  may  conftder  as  nearly  the  fame  thing, 

the  volatile  elixir  of  the  Edinburgh  Phar- 
macopoeia. 
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macopoeia.  The  volatile  elixir  has,  of 
late,  been  rendered  very  falhionable  in  the 
rheumatic  affedions,  by  the  publication 
of  Dr  Dawfon,  intitled,  Cafes  in  the  acute 
rhcumatifm  and  the  gout.  Although,  in  this 
treatife,  the  author  has  not  treated  me 
with  all  the  lenity  I could  have  wifhed, 
yet  I can  have  no  hefitation  in  recom- 
mending it  to  your  perufal  ; and  I have 
at  leaft  the  fatisfadion  to  think,  that  if,  in 
fome  refpeds,  he  differs  in  opinion  from 
me,  he  has  treated  more  eminent  names 
with  much  greater  feverity. 

Dodor  Dawfon,  affeding  to  defpife  all 
theory,  although,  at  the  fame  time,  you 
will  find  that  he  has  himfelf  employed 
not  a little  of  it  in  the  book  I have  men- 
tioned, recommends  the  volatile  tindure 
of  guaiac,  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia, 
as  an  almoft  infallible  remedy  in  cafes 
both  of  rheumatifm  and  gout;  and  he 
direds  it  to  the  quantity  of  at  leaft  half 
an  ounce  for  a dofe,  either  merely  diluted 
with  water,  or  in  the  form  of  a draught. 
This  remedy,  fince  I read  Dodor  Dawfon’s 

cafes, 
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cafes,  I have  often  employed,  and  fomc- 
times  I think  it  has  been  of  very  confi- 
derable  advantage.  At  the  fame  time, 
from  any  experience  which  I have  had,  I 
can  by  no  means  confider  it  as  entitled  to 
the  very  high  character  which  he  has 
given  it ; and,  in  recent  rheumatic  cafes, 
I have  fometimes  been  fufpicious  that  it 
had  really  a bad  effecfl.  In  the  prefent 
inflance,  I employed  the  volatile  elixir 
of  guaiacum  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharma- 
copoeia, which  differs  very  little  from  the 
volatile  tin&ure  of  the  London  College  ; 
in  the  firft,  the  fpiritus  falls  ammoniaci  i n- 
nofus  being  employed  as  a menflruum;  in 
the  laft,  the  fpiritus  volatilis  aromaticus. 
This  medicine,  in  the  cafe  of  which  we 
now  treat,  feems  to  me  to  have  been  very 
ufeful ; and  I have  not  met  with  any  cafe, 
in  my  practice,  in  which  I think  it  has 
done  more.  I fhall  be  happy  to  find  that 
its  reputation  is  confirmed  by  farther  ex- 
perience. 

While  this  patient  continues  to  recover, 

I (hall  not  think  of  changing  her  medi- 
cine ; 


J 
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cine;  and,  fhould  her  fymptoms  even  be- 
come more  violent,  I will  probably  only 
be  led  either  to  increafe  the  dofe,  or  to 
alter  the  form.  I began  the  treatment  of 
this  cafe,  by  giving  Dodlor  Dawfon’s  com- 
mon dofe,  half  an  ounce  of  the  medicine: 
as,  however,  after  the  continuance  of  it 
for  fome  time,  our  patient  was  very  con- 
flderably  relieved,  I have  fince  diminifhed 
the  quantity,  by  giving  her  the  volatile 
elixir  of  guaiacum  combined  with  other 
fluids  ; and  if  Ihe  continues  eafy,  I may, 
perhaps,  in  a fhort  time,  lay  afide  the 
guaiacum  altogether,  to  try  how  fhe  will 
do  without  it.  But,  as  I wifh  to  fee  how 
far  a cure  can  be  effedfed  by  this  medi- 
cine alone,  I fliall  not,  unlefs  from  necef- 
flty,  think  of  employing  any  other  active 
fubftance,  either  externally  or  internally. 
I am  in  hopes  that  no  other  remedy  will 
be  neceflary ; or  at  leaft,  that  we  will  only 
need  to  diredl,  with  the  ufe  of  the  prefent 
remedy,  fuch  cloathing  and  regimen 
adapted  to  the  difeafe,  as  the  fituation  of 
our  patient  will  afford. 


But, 
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Bat  if  thefe  meafures  fhould,  in  the 
end,  be  found  ineffectual,  I have  thoughts 
of  trying  this  patient  with  eledtricity.  E- 
ledtricity  is  one  of  thofe  remedies  which  I 
formerly  pointed  out  as  fuited  to  rheuma- 
tifm,  in  its  progrefs  to  the  atonic  ftate. 
And  indeed  it  is  the  opinion  of  fome  very 
able  phyficians,  that,  between  chronic 
rheumatifm  and  palfy,  there  is  a very 
great  affinity.  In  the  latter  of  thefe  affec- 
tions, however,  eledtricity  has  long  been 
highly  celebrated ; hence  there  is  reafon 
to  hope,  that  it  may  be  of  confiderable 
fervice  in  the  former.  I muft  own,  I 
am  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a remedy 
of  greater  powers,  and  more  extenfively 
ufeful,  than  is  commonly  imagined.  In 
fuch  a cafe  as  the  prefent,  I fhould  chiefly 
expedt  fuccefs  by  drawing  eledtrical  fparks 
from  the  part  affedted,  or  by  giving  flight 
fhocks,  from  forming  a communication 
between  the  pofitive  and  negative  fides 
of  the  jar,  by  chains  leading  to  the  patient  s 
thigh  and  ankle. 

Should  the  eledtricity  alfo  be  found  un- 

fuccefsful, 
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fuccefsful,  fome  benefit  might,  I think,  be 
reaped  from  different  external  applica- 
tions. And,  on  the  recommendation  of 
a gentleman,  of  whofe  accuracy  in  obfer- 
vation  I have  a high  opinion,  I have 
thoughts  of  trying  an  ointment  formed  by 
uniting  a fmall  proportion  of  the  vitriolic 
acid  with  hogs-lard.  I have,  on  differ- 
ent occafions,  fuggefled  the  ufe  of  fuch  an 
ointment  againft  cutaneous  affections ; 
but  the  gentleman  to  whom  I allude  in- 
forms me,  that  he  has  often  ufed  it  with 
fuccefs  in  rheumatifm,  which  he  imagines 
is  to  be  afcribed  to  its  operating  as  one  of 
the  rubefacientia. 

To  thefe  remedies  we  may  probably  add 
the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark : and,  be- 
fore the  trials  which  we  have  already  pro- 
pofed  be  made,  it  will,  I imagine,  be  lefs 
exceptionable  than  it  would  be  at  prefent. 

Continuation  of  the  Reports. 

December  28.  Her  pains  continue  much 
eafier;  but,  fince  lafl  report,  there  has  oc- 

F curred 
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curred  a flight  ulceration  on  the  back-part 
of  her  leg.  Continuetur  mixtura  ut  antea  ; 
et  allquantum  linimenti  ccrei  parti  cruris  af- 
fctta  imponatur. 

January  14.  The  ulceration  of  her  leg, 
mentioned  in  the  laft  report,  is  now  heal ; 
but  a flight  ulceration  has  appeared  at  an- 
other part.  She  has  had  fome  return  of 
pain  in  her  left  thigh  and  left  arm ; but 
the  right  thigh,  which  was  formerly  fo 
much  aflfedted,  continues  eafy.  Continu- 
cntur  medicamenta. 

January  25.  She  is  free  from  all  her 
pains,  and  the  ulceration  is  entirely  heal. 
Let  her  be  difmifled. 

Observations  delivered  February  1. 

Of  the  difeafe  of  this  patient,  after  what 
has  already  been  faid,  little  now  remains 
to  be  obferved.  During  the  whole  courfe 
of  her  afFedtion,  I have  had  no  reafon  to 
alter  either  my  opinion  or  my  practice. 
Except  the  flight  ulceration  in  her  leg, 

which  occurred  towards  the  concluflon  of 

her 
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her  difeafe,  {he  has  had  merely  a conti- 
nuance of  the  fymptoms  mentioned  in  the 
cafe;  and  thefe  ulcerations,  which  were 
entirely  fuperhcial,  were  hardly  an  ob- 
ject meriting  attention.  The  progrefs  to 
recovery  here  has,  upon  the  whole,  been, 
more  regular  than  I expedted.  Our  pre- 
diction, therefore,  that  in  no  long  time  fhe 
would  enjoy  tolerable  health,  has  at  leaft 
been  fulfilled.  How  far  our  affertion  that 
flie  might  again  be  fubjedted  to  a renewal 
of  her  complaint  {hall  appear  to  be  well 
founded,  yet  remains  to  be  determined. 
I dial  I not  be  difpleafed  to  learn,  that,  in 
this  refpedt,  our  fears  are  found  to  be 
groundlefs. 

After  what  we  have  already  laid  refpedt- 
ing  the  plan  of  cure,  nothing  is  now  to 
be  added.  Viewing  the  cafe  to  be  one,  in 
which,  with  a difpofition  to  the  atonic 
Rate,  there  were  yet  fome  remains  of  in- 
flammatory diathefis,  I thought  of  trying 
a medicine,  which,  in  fome  degree,  com- 
bined {Emulating  and  tonic  powers  : and 
it  was  with  this  intention  that  I had  re- 

E 2 courfe 
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courfe  to  the  elixir  of  guaiacum.  And  al- 
hough  I have  often  before  employed  this 
medicine,  I think  with  good  effe<ft,yet,  af- 
ter the  termination  of  this  cafe,  I may,  even 
more  pofitively  than  formerly,  affert,  that  I 
have  ufed  it  in  no  cafe  in  which  it  has 
been  productive  of  fo  good  effects  as  in  the 
prefent.  At  the  time  when  our  patient 
began  the  ufe  of  it,  her  pains  were  fo  vio- 
lent, particularly  on  one  fide,  that  fhe  was 
unable  either  to  Hand  or  walk ; and  they 
were  increafed  with  fo  much  feverity  on 
her  going  to  bed,  that  fhe  was  often  de- 
prived of  reft  during  the  night.  From  the 
time  that  fhe  began  the  elixir,  her  com- 
plaints were  much  alleviated ; and  I per- 
fifted  in  it  without  employing  any  other 
medicine,  till  fhe  was  fo  eafy  that  I rec- 
koned it  unneceffary  for  her  to  continue 
her  attendance.  She  was  then  difmiffed, 
after  exhibiting  to  us,  in  my  opinion,  no 
weak  proof  of  the  effecls  of  guaiacum,  in 
this  formula,  againft  rheumatifm  in  a par- 
ticular ftate. 

In  this  ftate,  as  I formerly  remarked,  I 

employed 
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employed  the  elixir  guajacinum  volatile  : 
but,  fhould  another  cafe  limilar  to  this 
occur  to  us,  I intend  fomewhat  to  vary  the 
prefcription ; and,  in  place  of  the  volatile, 
to  ufe  the  fimple  elixir.  By  this  we  may 
be  able  to  determine  how  far  the  powrers 
of  the  medicine  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
guaiacum  itfelf ; for  I mult  obferve,  that 
I confider  large  dofes  of  the  prefen t for- 
mula as  liable  to  fome  objections.  From 
the  heat  and  pungency  of  the  menftruum, 
we  cannot  venture  to  employ  it  undiluted; 
and  when  any  watery  addition  is  made,  a 
precipitation  of  the  guaiacum  is  the  ne- 
ceffary  confequence.  With  the  fimple 
elixir,  the  menftruum,  which  is  rectified 
fpirit,  would  not  require  dilution,  even 
when  given  to  a greater  extent  than  half 
an  ounce ; and  the  guaiacum  itfelf  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  in  nearly  the  fame  con- 
dition in  this  as  in  the  volatile  elixir. 


F 3 
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V. 

A Cafe  of  Ci-ironical  Catarrh  relieved 
by  the  ufe  of  Squills  and  an  Iffue. 

B , a ffioemaker,  in  the  48th 

year  of  his  age,  admitted  November 
11.  1776,  complains  of  frequent  and 
tronblefome  cough,  attended  with  copious 
and  vifeid  expectoration,  efpecially  in  the 
morning.  He  has  a fenfe  of  weight  and 
coldnefs  in  the  praecordia ; his  refpiration 
is  fomewhat  difficult;  tongue  clean  and 
moift ; appetite  natural  ; belly  bound  ; 
fkin  cool ; pulfe  84. 

This  cough  firft  came  on  about  twelve 
years  ago ; and,  during  the  winter  feafon, 
it  has  been  generally  aggravated.  He 
knows  no  particular  caufe  to  which  his 
difeafe  can  be  aferibed.  He  has  ufed  fe- 
veral  remedies,  particularly  feme  l'qu ill- 
pills  ; which  had  the  effeCt  of  opening  his 
belly,  and  relieving  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
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Capiat  hora  feptima  vefpertina  pulveris  ipe- 
cacuanha fcrupulum  union ; nec  non  omni  node, 
Jub  horam  J'omni , pilnlarum  fcilliticarum  * 
grana  quinque  fumat. 

December  7.  The  vomit  operated  well ; 
but  he  was  not  fenlible  that  it  had  any  in- 
fluence, either  in  relieving  his  cough  or 
difficulty  of  breathing.  He  continued  the 
pills  regularly  for  a confiderable  time  after 
they  were  ordered,  and  they  had  the  effeH 
of  rendering  both  his  cough  and  breathing 
eafier ; but  he  has  taken  none  of  the  pills 
for  fome  days  pad:,  fince  which  time  thefe 

F 4 fymp- 

* In  the  fixth  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco- 
poeia there  was  no  formula  for  the  preparation  of 
fquill-pills.  Thefe  hereufed,  therefore,  were  prepared, 
in  the  following  manner,  according  to  the  fifth  edi- 
tion. 

T>.  Gummi  ammoniaci , 

Scilla  recentis,  ana  fcmunciam. 

Contunde  fimul  in  mortario  marmorio ; dein  adde 
Cardamomi  minoris  triti  femunciam, 

ut  fiat  majfa  pilularis,  addenda,  fi  opus  efi, 
Balfami  Copaiba  q.  f. 

In  the  feventh  edition  of  our  pharmacopoeia,  be- 
fides  other  alterations,  the  powder  of  dry  fquills  is 
now  fubflituted  to  the  recent  root,  which  unqueftion- 
?bly  furnifhes  a more  fteady  and  efficacious  medicine, 
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fymptoms  are  again  more  fcvere.  Conti - 
nuentur  pi  lit  la  fcillitica  ut  antca , et  applicetur 
veficatorium  nucha,  deinde  imponatur  ungucn- 
turn  epifpafiicum  ut  fiat  fonticulus. 

December  14.  His  cough  was  fomewhat 
eafier  for  a few  days  after  the  application 
of  the  blifber,  from  which  there  was  a very 
copious  difcharge ; but  it  has  been  rather 
more  troublefome  to  him  fince  the  dif- 
charge has  been  fomewhat  diminifhed. 
Continuentur  fonticulus  et  pilula  ut  antea. 

December  2 1 . There  has  been  a copious 
difcharge  from  the  iffue  fince  laid  report, 
and  his  cough  and  breathing  have  been 
fomewhat  eafier.  Continuentur  medicamenta. 

Observations  delivered  December  23. 

The  difeafe  to  which  this  patient  is  fub- 
je£led  is  very  diftiHly  marked;  and  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  an  affeHion  which  is  not 
lefs  frequent  in  this  country  than  it  is 
troublefome  and  obftinate.  As  exifting 
with  different  degrees  of  feverity,  there  is 
fome  variety  in  the  appearance  of  it;  and 

from 
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from  this  circumftance  it  has  obtained 
different  names,  not  only  among  the  vul- 
gar, but  alfo  among  men  of  fcience.  Thus, 
there  are  fome  who  would  refer  the  difeafe 
of  our  prefent  patient  to  the  head  of  cough ; 
for,  by  the  greateft  part  of  nofological 
writers,  tuflis  is  confidered  as  a proper 
genus  of  difeafe.  There  are  others  who, 
from  the  difficulty  of  breathing  which 
here'  takes  place,  would  refer  it  to  the  ge- 
nus of  afthma,  particularly  to  that  fpecies 
which  is  termed  the  humid  afthma.  By 
a third  fet  it  would  be  referred  to  the  head 
of  dyfpncea,  and  would  be  confidered  as 
an  example  of  that  fpecies  which  Dr  Cullen 
has  termed  Dyfpncea  catarrhalis.  In  my 
opinion,  however,  all  thefe  appellations 
are  improper ; and  I imagine  that  this, 
and  fimilar  cafes,  of  which  we  have  at  pre- 
fent feveral  under  our  care,  are  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  genus  of  catarrh. 

It  muft  indeed  be  allowed,  that  the 
fymptomg  of  the  cafe  before  us  do  not 
correfpond  to  the  definition  of  catarrh  as 
given  by  feveral  authors,  and  particularly 

by 
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by  thofe  who  refer  catarrh  to  the  general 
clafs  of  pyrexias,  or  febrile  affe<5lions.  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  however,  that  this 
arrangement  is  exceptionable.  And  if  we 
confider  the  order  of  profluvia  as  conflitu- 
ted  merely  by  a morbid  increafe  of  natu- 
ral difcharges  from  the  body,  they  form  an 
affociation  of  difeafes,  among  which  there 
is  a great  natural  affinity.  In  this  fenfe, 
the  profluvia  either  may  or  may  not  be 
attended  with  fever.  When,  however,  fe- 
ver does  occur,  it  is  not  to  be  confidered 
as  an  effential,  but  merely  as  an  accidental 
fymptom.  To  the  order  of  profluvia  thus 
defined,  I would  refer  catarrh,  as  being  an 
affe&ion,  the  effential  part  of  which  con- 
fifts  in  an  increafe  of  the  mucous  difcharge 
from  the  glands  or  follicles  fituated  in  the 
membrana  mucofa  Schneideri,  particularly 
in  that  part  of  it  which  lines  the  lungs. 

There  is  indeed  one  difeafe  commonly 
reckoned  afpecies  of  catarrh,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  a flrong  objection  *3  this  de- 
finition and  method  of  arranging  it.  What 
I allude  to,  is  that  contagious  affe&ion 

known 
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known  by  the  tide  of  the  influenza,  or 
epidemical  catarrh,  which,  at  feveral  dif- 
ferent periods,  has  been  obferved  to  be 
propagated  over  all  Europe.  Of  that  dif- 
eafe  fever  is  probably  a neceffafy  part. 
It  is,  however,  an  affection,  which  in  its 
nature  has  no  effential  agreement  with 
catarrh  from  cold.  It  certainly  depends 
upon  a peculiar  febrile  infection;  and 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  having  no  more 
analogy  with  catarrh  from  cold,  than  the 
fmall-pox  has  with  thofe  cutaneous  erup- 
tions which,  in  external  appearance,  moffc 
nearly  refemble  it. 

Having  premifed  thefe  obfervations  re- 
fpecting  the  nofology  of  catarrh,  it  follows, 
that,  on  the  view  now  given  of  it,  we  may, 
without  hefitation,  refer  the  cafe  of  our 
prefent  patient  to  that  genus.  In  the  cafe 
before  us,  the  difeafe  is  fufficiently  charac- 
terifedbythe  copious  vifcid  expectoration. 
For  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the 
troublefome  cough  is  merely  the  confe- 
rence of  the  accumulation  of  this  matter 
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in  the  ramifications  and  veficles  of  the 
bronchia. 

Here,  however,  it  will  naturally  oc- 
cur, as  a fecond  queltion,  how  far  the 
genus  which  we  have  now  defined  con- 
fills  of  different  fpecies,  and  to  which  of 
thefe  fpecies  the  prefent  cafe  is  to  be  refer- 
red. I mull  own,  that  I am  one  of  thofe 
who  reckon  the  multiplication  of  the  fpe- 
cies comprehended  under  genera  to  be 
both  unnecelfary  and  improper.  It  is  in- 
deed true,  that  the  cure  applicable  to  any 
particular  genus,  is  by  no  means  fuited  to 
all  the  fpecies  falling  under  it:  but,  neither 
will  the  cure  of  fpecies  always  anfwer  for 
the  treatment  of  varieties  ; and,  in  a&ual 
practice,  the  cure  employed  in  any  parti- 
cular cafe  ought  to  be  adapted  to  its  pe- 
culiarities. I apprehend,  therefore,  that 
genera  ought  only  to  be  fubdivided  when 
there  is  a manifeft  and  confiderable  differ- 
ence, particularly  in  teaching  medicine. 

In  the  prefent  affecflion,  there  are  two 
conditions  between  which  a dillindion  is 
requifite ; that  is,  whether  the  difeafe  oc- 
curs 
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curs  as  an  acute  or  Chronical  affection.  In 
the  firft  of  thefe  cafes,  it  appears  as  the 
almoft  immediate  effect  of  a particular  ac- 
cident; it  is  attended  with  confiderable  fe- 
ver; and,  in  no  long  time,  it  terminates  ei- 
ther in  health  or  in  fome  other  affe6lion.  Of 
all  affedlions  the  molt  common  fequelse  of 
it  are,  either  phthilis  pulmonalis  or  chro- 
nical catarrh.  Any  obfervations  on  the 
former  of  thefe  difeafes  would  be  here  out 
of  place ; but  the  cafe  before  us  naturally 
leads  us  to  the  confideration  of  the  latter. 

By  chronic  catarrh,  I underftand  an  in- 
creafed  fecretion  of  mucus  in  the  lungs, 
without  fever,  and  moll  commonly  with- 
out any  degree  of  inflammation.  This 
difeale,  as  I have  already  obferved,  is  both 
common  and  troublefome;  and  as  being 
fuch,  it  has  naturally  claimed  the  atten- 
tion of  practical  writers.  They  have  com- 
monly diftiguifhed  it  by  the  title  of  catar - 
rhus  fenilis;  and,  in  defence  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  name,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  it  is  chiefly  a difeafe  of  old  people; 
yet,  as  it  fometimes  occurs  at  an  early  pe- 
riod 
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riod  of  life,  I confider  the  term  chronic  to 
be  lefs  exceptionable : and,  indeed,  it 

could  hardly  with  propriety  be  termed  fc- 
nilis  even  with  our  prefent  patient,  a man 
not  yet  fifty  years  of  age.  It  is  from  thefe 
different  confiderations,  then,  that  to  the 
difeafe  of  this  patient  I give  the  name  of 
chronic  catarrh. 

This  affection  is  one  of  thofe  which  has 
often  a fatal  termination ; but,  for  the 
molt  part,  it  is  not  fuddenly  fatal : and 
it  rather  induces  death  by  wearing  out  the 
conflitution,  than  in  any  other  manner; 
although  in  fome  inftances,  indeed,  pa- 
tients are  cut  off  by  it  from  immediate 
fuffocation.  With  our  prefent  patient,  it 
has  not  gone  to  fuch  a height  as  to  give 
much  reafon  to  apprehend  this ; and  our 
patient’s  flrength  is  but  little  impaired.  To 
all  this  we  may  add,  that  he  has  not  yet 
arrived  at  a very  advanced  period  of  life  ; 
hence  there  are  fome  grounds  for  hoping 
even  for  a complete  recovery.  It  is,  how- 
ever, more  probable,  that  we  will  not  be 
able  entirely  to  rid  our  patient  of  his  dif- 
eafe ; 
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eafe ; but  that  he  will,  as  formerly,  con- 
tinue to  be  more  or  lefs  affeCted  with  it 
during  the  winter-feafon.  I hope,  how- 
ever, that,  under  proper  treatment,  his 
complaints  may  at  leaft  be  alleviated,  par- 
ticularly if  his  fituation  at  home  be  fuch 
as  will  co-operate  with  our  meafures. 

In  this  affeCtion,  in  general,  I imagine, 
that  the  great  objeCt  which  is  to  be  aimed 
at  in  the  cure,  is  to  reftore  the  fecretion, 
by  the  lungs,  to  its  natural  Rate  ; and  the 
bell  way  of  effecting  this,  is,  by  dimi- 
niffiing  the  determination  of  the  blood 
to  the  lungs.  Hence  it  becomes  no  lefs 
neceffary  to  avoid  caufes  promoting  deter- 
mination there,  than  to  ufe  fuch  means  as 
will  increafe  the  flow  of  blood  to  other 
parts.  Of  all  caufes  determining  blood  to 
the  vifcera  in  general,  perhaps  the  molt 
confiderable  is  the  application  of  cold  to  the 
furface  of  the  body;  and  hence  it  is  that 
the  difeafe  of  which  we  now  treat  is  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  world  during  the 
winter-months.  And  it  is  one  of  thofe 
affections  in  which  it  is  of  the  higheft 

utility 
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utility  to  pafs  the  winter  in  a warm  cli- 
mate. With  patients  where  that  mode  of 
cure  is  unattainable,  cold  is  particularly 
to  be  guarded  againft  by  proper  cloathing 
and  comfortable  lodging,  as  by  thefe  means 
uniform  circulation  is  chiefly  to  be  fup- 
ported. 

But,  befides  this,  the  determination  to 
the  breafl:  will  alfo  be  diminifhed  by  all 
thofe  meafures  which  increafe  the  flow  of 
blood  to  neighbouring  parts  : and  with 
this  view,  nothing  has  a better,  or  more 
permanent  effect,  than  fome  drain  from 
the  body,  under  the  form  of  ifliie  or  feton. 
With  nearly  a fimilar  intention,  alfo,  eme- 
tics are  often  ufeful.  Thefe  have  particu- 
lar influence  in  giving  powerful  determi- 
nation to  the  furface:  yet  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed, that  this  determination  is  not  per- 
manent; and,  in  this  difeafe,  they  are  per- 
haps Bill  farther  ferviceable  from  another 
principle.  The  diftreffing  fymptoms which 
here  take  place,  although  ultimately  the 
confequence  of  an  increafed  fecretion  of 
mucus,  are  yet  to  be  confldercd  as  imme- 
diately 
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diately  proceeding  from  the  accumulation 
of  this  mucus  in  thofe  canals  and  recep- 
tacles which  are  provided  for  air.  Hence 
confiderable  relief  may  be  derived  from  all 
thofe  means  of  cure  which  ferve  imme- 
diately to  unload  the  bread:,  by  promoting 
expectoration ; and,  with  this  intention, 
there  is  perhaps  no  remedy  more  fervice- 
able  than  emetics. 

Emetics,  however,  at  the  utmoft,  can  be 
Repeated  only  at  certain  intervals ; hence, 
it  fhoulcl  be  our  endeavour  to  obtain  relief 
from  fomething  productive  of  the  fame 
effeCt,  the  ufe  of  which  can  be  more  uni- 
formly perfifted  in.  With  this  view,  if 
there  be  in  reality  any  remedies  which,  by 
entering  the  circulation,  and  in  this  man- 
ner reaching  the  lungs,  produce  a ten- 
dency to  excretion,  we  fhould  naturally 
think  of  employing  thefe.  Some,  indeed, 
are  difpofed  to  deny  that  any  fuch  medi- 
cines exift ; but  I mutt  own,  that  I cannot 
help  entertaining,  on  this  fubjeCt,  a very 
different  opinion.  I can  fee  no  more  dif- 
ficulty in  fuppofing  it  poffible,  that  the 
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effects  of  a remedy,  entering  the  circulation, 
diould  appear  at  the  excretory  or  fecretory 
organs,  by  the  bread,  than  by  the  kidneys 
or  falivary  glands.  That  an  adtion  on  the 
two  latter  takes  place,  is  undeniable  ; and, 
for  my  own  part,  I am  convinced  that 
with  refpedt  to  the  former  alfo  it  is  con- 
firmed by  obfervation.  This  effeCt  is  par- 
ticularly obfervable  from  the  ufe  of  many 
of  thofe  very  fubdances  which,  after  their 
introduction  into  the  circulation,  fhow 
their  influence  on  the  kidneys;  fuch,  for 
inftance,  as  fquills.  Such  remedies,  in- 
deed, may,  in  the  prefent  affeCtion,  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  a bad  effeCt,  as  far  as  they 
tend  to  increafe  fecretion ; but  this  is  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  their  giving  an 
additional  flimulus  to  excretion,  and  by 
this  means  unloading  the  lungs. 

While  thefe  medicines  aid  expectoration, 
they  feem  alfo  to  produce  a change  on  the 
date  of  the  matter  expectorated  ; for,  after 
their  ufe,  it  manifeftly  appears  of  a confi- 
dence lefs  vifcid  and  lefs  tenacious  than 
before.  This,  probably,  is  not  the  effeCt 
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6f  any  alteration  on  the  Rate  of  the  mu- 
cus, as  it  is  fecreted;  but  it  happens  mere- 
ly from  excretion  occurring  before  the  mu- 
cus has,  in  confequence  of  flagnation,  ac- 
quired any  great  vifcidity.  Thus,  then, 
although  fuch  remedies  can  be  confidered 
as  having  but  little  tendency  to  produce  a 
radical  cure,  yet  they  are  of  confiderable 
fervice  as  alleviating  the  difeafe. 

On  thefe  general  principles  I have  begun, 
and  mean  to  conduct,  our  practice,  in  the 
cafe  before  us  ; and  the  obfervations  which 
have  now  been  offered,  will  fully  explain 
to  you  the  intentions  which  I have  in  view 
in  having  recourfe  to  an  iffue,  to  the 
fquill-pills,  and  to  repeated  emetics.  In 
the  ufe  of  the  two  former,  I mean  uni- 
formly to  perfift  for  fome  length  of  time  5 
but  the  latter  will  be  ufed  only  occafional- 
ly,  when*  from  much  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, there  is  reafon  to  fufped  that  a con- 
fiderable quantity  of  mucus  is  accumu- 
lated in  the  breait.  I hope,  therefore,  that 
if  the  other  remedies  have  the  effed  to  be 
wifhed  for,  thefe  will  be  lefs  neceffary. 
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In  the  future  management  of  this  cafe,  wc 
may  poffibly  be  induced  to  change  the 
drain  to  a different  fituation,  or  to  a diffe- 
rent form  ; and,  with  the  fquills,  we  may 
conjoin  afa  fcetida.  But,  fuch  changes 
excepted,  we  will  probably  make  no  other 
alteration  in  the  treatment  of  this  cafe, 
unlefs  from  circumftances  of  the  difeafe 
with  which  we  are  atprefent  unacquainted. 

Sequel. 

Under  the  courfe  mentioned,  the  fe- 
verity  of  this  patient’s  complaints  was 
fomewhat  relieved;  but,  as  he  complained 
much  of  pain  from  his  iffue,  the  fituation 
of  it  was  firft  changed,  and  afterwards  it 
was  entirely  difcontinued.  Notwithfland- 
ing  the  ufe  of  the  fquill-pills,  he  became 
much  affedted  with  coflivenefs,  which  was 
obviated  by  the  ufe  of  cream  of  tartar.  But 
although  by  thefe  meafures  the  feverity  of 
his  difeafe  was  alleviated,  yet  it  continued 
to  diftrefs  him  much  during  the  whole 

winter;  and,  about  the  end  of  May,  when 
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liis  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary  was  dif- 
continued,  the  prefuitiption  is,  that  the 
relief  which  he  obtained  proceeded  more 
from  the  change  of  the  feafon,  than  from 
the  influence  of  the  medicines  which  were 
employed. 


VI. 

An  Affection  of  the  Liver,  treated  by  Mer- 
curial Medicines. 

J F , in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of 

his  age,  admitted  November  20.  1776, 
is  by  trade  a chairman,  and  naturally  of  a 
robuft:  make.  In  the  right  hypochon- 
drium,  a confiderable  tumour  may  be  felt, 
extending  to  the  umbilical  region.  This 
tumour  gives  him  little  uneafinefs,  even 
on  preflure ; but  he  is  afFetfled  with  con- 
ftant  tickling  cough,  and  his  refpiration  is 
fomewhat  difficult.  He  has  fome  third:; 
his  appetite  is  confiderably  impaired ; and 
he  fleeps  ill  on  account  of  the  cough. 
Pulfe  104;  belly  regular;  tongue  white 
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and  moift ; urine  natural,  both  in  colour 
and  quantity. 

About  two  years  ago  the  fwelling  was 
firft  perceived,  and  it  has  lince  gradually 
increafed.  With  the  cough  he  has  been 
affedled  for  nearly  the  fame  length  of  time. 
In  June  laft  he  was  feized  with  a vomiting 
of  blood;  which  left  him,  after  continuing 
about  a month.  He  has  difcharged  blood 
by  ftool  for  above  two  years  pad,  at  inr- 
tervals  of  two  or  three  months ; and  about 
a year  ago  he  was  affedted  with  fevere 
griping  pains  in  his  bowels:  thefe,  howr 
ever,  were  relieved  by  the  vomiting  of 
blood  which  foon  afterwards  fucceeded, 
and  of  late  they  have  been  much  lefs  fe- 
vere. 

He  can  affign  no  caufe  for  his  dif- 
eafe;  he  has  ufed  many  medicines  with 
little  relief.  Some  time  ago,  he  drank 
the  purgative  mineral  water  at  Pitcathly, 
which,  he  fays,  in  fome  meafure  relieved 
the  pains  in  his  bowels. 

Ungnenti  mercurialis  uncicim  imam, 
Camphor  a gratia  decern, 

‘Tcran- 
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7 er ant ur  optime  fimul , ut  fiat  unguent um. 

Hoc  inunguatur  tumor  abdominis  omni 
noble , et fingulis  vicibus ficrupulus  anus 
adhibeatur. 

November  23.  He  thinks  that  the  tumour 
in  his  abdomen  is  lefs  painful  to  the  touch 
fince  he  began  the  ointment.  He  has  had 
no  bloody  difcharge  by  Rool ; but  his 
other  fymptoms  continue  nearly  in  the 
fame  Rate  as  before,  and  the  cough  is  very 
troublefome. 

S=.  Hydragyri  granum  unum , 

Conferva  f ruff  us  cynqfbati  drachm  am  dt~ 
midi  am. 

Terantur  optime fimul  ad  perfiecfam  glo~ 
bulorum  extinttionem , ut  fiat  bolus  bora 
fiomni  fiumendus. 

Repet atur  dojis  alternis  noElibus. 

...  November  30.  He  has  continued  the 
ointment,  and  taken  three  bolufes,  with- 
out their  producing  any  inconvenience. 
He  Rill  thinks  the  pain  of  the  tumour  fome- 
what  diminiflied,  and  he  has  had  no  re- 
turn of  the  bloody  Rools.  Continuetur  un- 
guentum , et  repetatur  bolus  tertia  quaque  node. 
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December  7.  He  has  taken  his  medir- 
cines  as  diredled,  and  has  felt  fome  flight 
forenefs  in  his  gums  for  thefe  three  days 
part.  He  thinks  that  the  pain  from  the 
tumour  in  his  abdomen  is  ftill  lefs  than  for- 
merly, but  the  fwelling  is  nothing  dimi- 
nifhed.  Omittantur  bolt , continuctur  unguen- 
tum , et  capiat  pilularum  thebalcarum  grana 
decern  alternis  noblibus. 

December  14.  He  thinks  his  cough 
fomewhat  eafier  fince  he  began  the  pills  ; 
and  he  has  had  no  farther  return  of  the 
bloody  difcharge  by  {tool.  The  pain  in  his 
abdomen  continues  eafier,  and  he  thinks 
that  the  fwelling  is  fomewhat  fallen.  Con- 
tinuentur  medicamenta ; et  repetatur  bolus  at 
antea , alterna  quaque  noble. 

December  2 1 . He  is  again  at  times  fen- 
fible  of  a copper  tafle  in  his  mouth  fince 
the  bolufes  were  repeated,  but  without  any 
fpitting.  His  cough,  and  the  difficulty  of 
breathing,  have  been  very  uneafy  for  fome 
dayspaft.  Continuentur  medicamenta. 


Obser- 
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Observations  delivered  December  23. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  is  one,  with  re- 
gard to  which  I am  not  altogether  with- 
out difficulty ; and  I expedl  to  have  ftill 
greater  difficulty  in  the  condudt  of  the  cure, 
than  in  afcertaining  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

The  fymptoms  with  which  this  patient 
is  at  prefent  affedted,  are  few  in  num- 
ber ; and  of  thefe  the  greateft  part  are 
obvious  to  the  fenfes.  Here  the  firft  and 
moft  important  queftion  which  naturally 
prefents  itfelf,  refpedts  the  fwelling  in  his 
abdomen.  From  the  equable  nature  of 
this,  we  may  conclude,  that  it  depends 
upon  an  affection  of  fome  of  the  abdomi- 
nal vifcera,  and  we  can  fufpedt  no  vifcus 
with  greater  probability  than  the  liver.  It 
is  well  known,  that  affedtions  of  this  vif- 
cus are  very  common  j and  although,  on 
fome  occafions,  fuch  affedtions  will  con- 
tinue for  life  without  inconvenience,  yet 
in  other  cafes  they  are  attended  with  the 
moft  ferious  confequences. 


This 


\ 


JO 6 MEDICAL  CASES 

This  affedtion  of  the  liver,  then,  I would 
confider  as  the  moft  effential  part  of  our 
patient’s  difeafe ; and  it  may  even  be  a 
queftion,  how  far  it  is  not  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  caufe  of  all  of  them.  The  other 
complaints  which  at  prefent  diftrefs  him 
moft,  are  cough  and  difficult  refpira- 
tion.  Thefe  may  either  depend  on  a ca- 
tarrhal affection,  or  they  may  originate 
from  a difeafe  of  the  liver.  It  is  here, 
however,  to  be  obferved,  that  the  cough 
with  which  our  patient  is  affedted,  is,  in 
in  fome  refpedts,  different  from  that  of 
chronical  catarrh  ; and  from  its  being,  as 
is  expreffed  in  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  a 
conftant  tickling  cough,  we  may  conclude, 
that  it  does  not  depend  on  the  ftimulus 
from  a quantity  of  vifcid  mucus.  For 
when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  fits  of  coughing 
are  not  fo  frequent  as  they  are  fevere ; and 
it  then  very  rarely  happens,  that  a fit  of 
of  coughing  terminates  without  the  ex- 
pectoration of  a confiderable  quantity  of 
vifcid-  mucus.  I muff  therefore  own, 
that  1 confider  it  to  be  the  moft  probable 
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fuppolition,  that  both  the  cough  and  dif-* 
ficulty  of  refpiration  depend  on  the  dif- 
eafed  Rate  of  the  liver. 

On  what  principle  fwelling  and  tumour 
of  the  liver  ffiould  produce  the  difficulty 
of  breathing,  is  fufficiently  obvious.  An 
enlargement  of  that  vifcus  mull  necef- 
farily  prevent  the  free  motion  of  the  dia- 
phragm, particularly  when  the  body  is  in 
a recumbent  pofture  ; and  on  the  motion 
of  the  diaphragm  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  refpiration  principally  depends.  Nor 
is  it  very  difficult  to  conceive  how  it  ffiould 
give  rife  to  cough;  for,  from  the  very  cir- 
cumstance of  preventing  the  free  motion  of 
the  diaphragm,  it  will  neceffarily  ad,  as 
giving  irritation  to  the  lungs.  And  in  this 
manner  we  can  account  for  the  frequency 
of  the  cough  without  expedoration. 

A late  very  eminent  praditioner  was 
difpofed  to  refer  to  the  liver  the  caufe  of 
many  difeafes  ; and,  from  thofe  who  have 
faeen  his  patients,  nothing  is  more  common 
than  to  hear  of  liver-coughs,  liver-con- 
fumptions,  and  the  like.  Although  I am 
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by  no  means  difpofed  to  confider  its  influ- 
ence to  be  fo  extenflve  as  fome  imagine, 
yet  it  would  be  equally  groundlefs  to 
deny  that  it  may  often  be  the  caufe  of 
difeafe ; and  when,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
we  have,  even  from  the  teflimony  of  the 
fenfes,  next  to  certain  evidence  of  its  being 
difeafed,  it  naturally  prefents  itfelf  at 
lead  as  the  moft  probable  caufe  of  the  af- 
fection. 

After  thefe  remarks  on  the  fymptoms 
with  which  our  patient  is  at  prefent  affect- 
ed, it  next  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  that, 
fince  his  complaints  began,  he  has  been 
affected  with  other  fymptoms,  which,  al- 
though they  be  not  conftant,  have  been 
obferved  to  return  at  no  very  long  inter- 
vals ; and  we  have  every  reafon  to  appre- 
hend that  he  will  be  again  fubjected  to 
them.  What  I allude  to,  is  the  bloody  dif- 
charge  both  by  vomiting  and  by  ftool,  but 
particularly  in  the  latter  of  thefe  ways. 
With  regard  to  this  circumftance,  alfo, 
there  is  ground  for  doubt.  It  either  may 
or  may  not  be  connected  with  the  fixed 
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affedb'on  of  his  liver.  It  is  certain,  that 
tumour  and  fcirrhofity  of  the  liver  very 
frequently  occur  without  any  fuch  ap- 
pearance ; and  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
blood  may  be  difcharged  from  the  ali- 
mentary canal  when  it  is  derived  from 
other  fources.  Moft  commonly,  fuch 
bloody  difcharges  happen  from  the  veftels 
of  the  alimentary  canal  itfelf.  Beftdes  thefe 
circumftances,  there  is  another  particular 
which  here  creates  farther  doubt.  The 
fwelling  of  the  liver  is  faid  to  be  only  of 
two  years  duration,  while  we  are  told 
that  this  bloody  difcharge  has  taken  place 
at  intervals  for  a greater  length  of  time. 

When  all  thefe  circumftances  are  taken 
together,  I cannot  venture  to  aftert  with 
confidence,  that  the  bloody  difcharge  does 
depend  upon  the  difeafe  of  the  liver.  Yet, 
I muft  own,  I am  ftill  difpofed  to  confi- 
der  it  as  not  improbable  that  it  is  the 
origin  of  this  affecftion  alfo.  There  is 
great  room  for  prefuming,  that  the  liver 
would  be  in  a difeafed  condition  a confi- 
derable  time  before  there  was  any  obvious 
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fwelling ; and,  from  firfl  to  laft,  it  has 
never  given  any  great  pain.  When  to  all 
this  it  is  added  that  at  prefent,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  of  its  being  in  a difeafed 
ftate,  it  is  more  reafonable  to  fufpedt  it  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  fymptoms,  than  to 
afcribe  them  to  any  other  caufe,  even  the 
exiftence  of  which  is  not  certain.  Blood 
from  the  veflels  of  the  liver  will  find  a 
ready  accefs  into  the  alimentary  canal ; and 
when  it  is  derived  from  this  fource,  there 
is  a greater  chance  of  its  being  difcharged, 
both  upwards  and  downwards,  than  from 
any  other.  It  is  well  known  that  a dif- 
charge,  both  upwards  and  downwards, 
happens  with  regard  to  the  fluid  fe- 
creted  by  the  liver  ; and,  if  bilious  vo- 
miting and  purging  be  a common  occurs 
rence,  a bloody  difcharge  may  alfo  hap- 
pen from  the  fame  origin.  Upon  the 
whole,  then,  I am  difpofed  to  look  upon 
the  difeafe  of  our  prefent  patient,  to  be 
what  may  be  termed  a liver-cafe. 

Refpedting  the  caufe  firfl:  inducing  this 
affedtion,  we  are  entirely  in  the  dark.  Our 
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patient  himfelf  does  not  afcribe  his  com- 
plaint to  any  particular  occurrence.  From 
this  fource,  therefore,  no  light  is  thrown 
upon  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  any 
conjedure  which  can  be  formed  from  the 
circnmftances  of  our  patient’s  employ- 
ment muft  be  very  uncertain.  Yet,  when 
we  refled:  on  his  occupation  in  life,  that 
of  a chairman,  we  are  naturally  led  to 
conclude,  that  he  has  been  expofed  to 
very  ftrong  occafional  caufes  of  difeafe. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  employment  from 
which  there  occurs  expofure  to  greater 
viciflitudes  of  heat  and  of  cold ; and  ac- 
cordingly, although  none  are  capable  of 
undertaking  this  buflnefs  but  thofe  of  the 
ftouteft  and  ftrongeft  make,  yet  their  lives 
are  reckoned  very  bad  ones,  by  thofe  who 
have  attended  to  calculations  of  that  kind. 
We  may  prefume,  therefore,  that  this  had 
fome  lhare  in  producing  the  prefent  af- 
fedion : and  it  is  not  impoflible  that  it 
may  have  been  aided  alfo  by  the  too  fre- 
quent ule  of  fpirituous  liquors ; for,  while 
the  circumftances  of  the  profeflion  which 
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we  have  mentioned  naturally  lead  to  the 
ufe  of  fpirits,  dram-drinking  is,  at  the 
fame  time,  known  to  be  a very  powerful 
caufe  inducing  affe&ions  of  the  liver. 

But  any  fuppofition  which  may  be  en- 
tertained refpedling  the  origin  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  will  now  very  little  influence  our 
judgment  with  regard  to  the  prognofis.  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  I muft  own,  I can  form 
no  very  favourable  opinion.  His  com- 
plaints, indeed,  are  not  at  prefent  very 
urgent ; and  the  fymptom  which  is  molt 
urgent,  the  cough,  is  in  reality  the  mod 
inconfiderable.  This  may  indeed  diftrefs 
him,  but  I do  not  conflder  it  as  danger- 
- ous  ; and  although  it  is  not  perhaps  to  be 
entirely  removed,  while  the  caufe  of  the 
complaint  continues,  yet  it  may  admit  of 
confiderable  alleviation.  The  fwelling 
which  is  perceptible  in  his  abdomen,  will, 
in  all  probability,  be  more  obftinate  ; and 
it  may  not  merely  refill  all  our  attempts 
to  remove  it,  but  may  yet  terminate  in 
fuppuration,  the  patient  being  afterwards 
cut  off  by  the  tabes  hepatica.  I fee  no  rea- 
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foil  for  imagining,  however,  that  the  pro- 
grefs  in  the  prefent  difeafe  will  be  rapid ; 
and  if  our  patient  choofes  to  give  him- 
felf  that  chance  which  different  medicines 
may  afford,  it  will  at  leaft  furnifh  us  with 
an  opportunity  for  the  trial  of  thefe : yet, 
I muft  own,  that  I have  but  little  expec- 
tation of  being  able  to  remove  the  affec- 
tion. 

With  the  view  of  combating  that  dif- 
eafe of  the  liver,  which  I take  to  be  the 
great  caufe  of  our  patient’s  prefent  com- 
plaints, two  great  objects  are  to  be  aimed 
at;  the  removal  of  obflrudtion  in  that 
vifcus,  and  the  refloration  of  due  circula- 

1 

tion  through  it.  We  do  not  imagine,  that, 
even  by  obtaining  thefe  ends,  the  fwelling 
would  be  entirely  removed  ; for  the  pro- 
bability is,  that,  after  the  affedtion  has 
been  of  fo  long  handing,  the  folid  parts 
are  in  fome  degree  increafed.  Yet  I think 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  fwelling  depends  on  impadled  fluids ; 
and  that,  by  free  circulation,  thefe  would 
be  removed.  At  the  fame  time,  by  the  re- 

H flotation 


I 


1 14  MEDICAL  CASES 

ftoration  of  free  circulation,  any  farther 
bad  confequences  would  be  avoided. 

Of  all  the  remedies  known  by  the  gene- 
ral title  of  deobftruents,  none  perhaps  has 
been  held  longer  in  high  eftimation  than 
mercury ; and  we  have  the  moft  incon- 
teftable  evidence  of  its  a fling  as  a peculiar 
and  yet  powerful  ftimulus  at  particular 
parts,  after  its  introduction  into  the  gene- 
ral mafs  of  circulating  fluids.  It  is  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  this  effefl,  that  I have 
here  put  this  patient  on  the  ufe  of  it,  both 
externally  and  internally.  The  firfl  I in- 
tend not  merely  as  a means  of  introdu- 
cing mercury  into  the  fyftem,  but  in  fome 
degree  as  a topical  application.  It  is  with 
this  view  that  I have  conjoined  it  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  camphor  ; and  I hope 
that  its  influence,  when  rubbed  upon  the 
integuments,  may  in  part  be  extended  to 
the  vifcera ; for  I cannot  help  thinking, 
that  I have  feen  inftances  of  benefit  fiom 
it,  where  there  was  equally  little  connec- 
tion. 

Put  fhould  the  fri&ion  have  no  influ- 
ence 
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ence  in  this  way,  it  is  Rill  an  equally 
powerful  means  of  introducing  the  mer- 
cury into  the  fyflem,  as  fricflion  on  any 
other  part.  With  this,  however,  I wifhed 
alfo  to  conjoin  the  internal  ufe  of  mercu- 
ry, as  by  this  means  there  is  both  a great- 
er certainty  of  its  introdudflion,  and  the 
fyflem  will  be  fooner  charged  with  mer- 
cury, than  if  we  truiled  to  one  mode 
only  of  introducing  it. 

I have  ordered  the  mercury  as  rendered 
adflive  merely  by  triture.  In  this  Rate,  there 
is  the  greateR  chance  of  its  being  retained 
for  Rome  length  of  time  in  the  fyRem ; 
and  on  this  retention  my  hopes  of  fuccefs 
\vere  chiefly  founded.  I have  diredfled  the 
triture  to  be  made  with  the  conferva 
frucdus  cynoflbati,  a fubflance  which  fome 
imagine  has  a very  powerful  effecfl  as  ex- 
tinguifliing  the  mercury  ; but  how  far 
the  fuppofition  is  well  founded,  I do  not 
know. 

By  means  of  thefe,  or  other  mercurials, 
it  is  my  intention  to  keep  this  patient  for. 
fome  time  on  the  verge  of  falivation.  Not 
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that  I imagine  any  benefit  is  here  to  be 
reaped  from  the  difcharge,  but  becaufe  I 
confider  the  difcharge,  or  at  lead  fome 
affection  of  the  gums,  to  be  the  only  cer- 
tain evidence  we  have  that  the  mercury 
has  entered  the  fyflem. 

Should,  this  plan,  after  a proper  trial, 
be  found  to  fail,  we  may  perhaps  employ 
fome  of  thofe  deobftruents  fo  highly  re- 
commended by  Doctor  Stork,  particularly 
the  cicuta  or  ftramonium.  I am  far 
from  thinking  that  thefe  remedies  are  fo 
highly  efficacious  as  has  been  reprefented ; 
yet  I have  no  doubt  that  they  do  poffiefs 
active  powers,  and  that  on  fome  occahons 
they  have  had  wonderfully  good  effedts.  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  however,  I fhould  not  be 
difappointed  were  thefe  alfo  to  fail. 

While  we  are  thus  profecuting  meafures 
for  a radical  cure,  the  relief  of  urgent 
fymptoms  is  not  to  be  negledled.  With 
that  view,  indeed,  we  have  hitherto  done 
but  little ; becaufe,  excepting  the  cough, 
there  is  nothing  in  this  way  very  urgent. 
It  is,  however,  with  the  view  of  alleviating 
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this,  that  I have  ordered  th tptlula  thebaic ee. 
While  thefe  afford  relief,  I propofe  to  con- 
tinue them  occafionally  ; or  I may  have 
recourfe  to  other  remedies,  as  demulcents 
or  blifters.  But  while  the  cough  with 
which  he  is  affe&ed  continues  to  be 
merely  of  the  tickling  kind,  I own  1 fliall 
•expect  more  from  the  opiate  than  from 
any  other  remedy.  And  1 take  the  pre- 
fent  to  be  one  of  thofe -cafes  in  which  the 
trochifci  bechici  cum  opio , a new  formula  of 
-the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  where  the 
-opium  is  fuppofed  to  aft  topically  on  the 
fauces,  may  be  ufed  with  advantage. 

■Sequel. 

The  ufe  of  the  mercury  was  perfffted 
in  for  fome  weeks.  Elis  cough  continued 
to  be  lefs  troublefome ; he  had  no  return  of 
the  bloody  difcharge  by  ffool,  and  he 
•thought  that  the  fwelling  in  his  abdomen 
was  fomewhat  diminifhed.  In^this  Rate 
he  difcontinued  the  mercurial  courfe,  and 
no  other  remedy  was  tried. 

h3 


VII 


ii8  MEDICAL  CASES 


VII. 

The  Hijlory  of  a Petechial  Eruption 
without  Febrile  Symptoms , terminating 
fuccefsfully . 

A , aged  11,  has  over  her 

whole  body  Email  red  fpots,  not  raifed 
above  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  and  neither 
fore  nor  painful.  She  has  alfo  on  her 
forehead  and  arms,  but  particularly  on 
the  lower  extremities,  livid  blotches  ha- 
ving much  the  appearance  of  vibices. 
Thefe  are  of  different  fizes  ; fome  of  them 
as  large  as  the  furface  of  half-a-crown, 
others  of  a Chilling.  She  fometimes  com- 
plains of  flight  headach,  and  her  gums 
have  bled  once  or  twice  during  thefe  lafl 
three  days.  Thefe  bleedings  have  come 
on  without  any  obvious  accident;  but  the 
difcharge  has  never  been  confiderable. 
Belly  regular ; pulfe  natural ; appetite 
good;  tongue  moift  and  clean;  no  third; 
fkin  cool. 

The 


/ 


and  OBSERVATION'S.  119 


The  petechial  fpots  were  fir  ft  obferved 
about  ten  days  ago,  and  the  livid  blotches 
about  two  days  after.  The  number  of 
thefe  has  gradually  increafed  ; and  the 
bleedings  fil'd  appeared  three  days  ago. 

She  imputes  the  complaints  to  her  ha- 
ving eat,  about  a month  ago,  a large  quan- 
tity of  the  common  fmall  beans.  Two 
•days  after  this,  Ihe  was  affedted  with  great 
lafiitude,  attended  with  fhivering  and 
coldnefs.  Thefe  fymptoms  were  foon  fuc- 
xeeded  by  heat  of  her  fkin,  headach,  and 
vomiting ; which  lalt  fymptom  continued 
for  five  or  fix  days.  She  complained  alfo 
of  lofs  of  appetite,  and  great  third:.  Du- 
ring the  fird:  eight  days  after  fhe  was 
feized  with  thefe  fymptoms,  Ihe  took  two 
purgatives  and  two  emetics.  After  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  latter,  the  fpontaneous  vo- 
miting ceafed,  and  fhe  recovered  fo  far  as 
to  be  able  to  go  abroad  on  the, 8th  day  af- 
ter the  acceffion  of  the  fever.  On  Sunday 
laft  Ihe  took  a third  dofe  of  phyfic,  during 
the  operation  of  which  Ihe  difcharged  by 
ftool  a confiderable  quantity  of  blood ; but 
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Ence  that  time,  flic  lias  not  palled  any.  Ca- 
piat pul’veris  corticis  Purwviani  fcrupulum 
unum  ter  indies  ex  quovis  <vehiculo . 

December  28.  Lias  take  the  Peruvian 
bark  regularly  without  any  inconvenience. 
Many  of  the  red  fpots,  and  feveral  of  the 
large  blotches  011  her  fkin,  have  difappear- 
ed  fince  laft  report : but  others  have  ap- 
peared at  different  places;  and  feveral  times 
ihe  has  had  flight  bleedings  at  the  nofe  and 
mouth.  Her  appetite  continues  good;  fkin 
cool;  pulfe  and  belly  natural.  Continuetur 
cortex , Id  capiat  Elixir  Vitrioli gattas  decern  ex 
aqua  cyatho  vefpere  Id  mane. 

January  4.  The  fpots  on  her  fkin  are 
now  almoft  entirely  gone  ; and  the  large 
blotches,  which  yet  remain,  are  every 
where  of  a lighter  colour  verging  ta  yellow. 
Some  frefh  ones,  however,  have  appeared 
fince  laft  report.  She  has  had  no  return 
of  bleeding  at  the  nofe  or  mouth.  She 
complains  of  having  been  affedted  for  fome 
days  paft  with  pain  and  fwelling  at  her 
ftomach.  Her  appetite  is  fomewliat  im-> 
paired ; belly  very  bound ; pulfe  96. 

Inter-. 
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lntermittantur  medic  ament  a , et  capiat  eras 
vume  falls  Glauberi  femunciam  ex  aqua f erven- 
tis  unciis J'ex  more  folito.  Repetatur  dofis  tails 
mane  die  Martis. 

January  14.  The  firft  dofe  of  the  falts 
hacl  little  effetft,  but  the  fecond  operated 
brifkly.  Since  fhe  took  it,  the  pain  and 
fwelling  of  her  ftomach  have  been  much 
ealier.  She  has  had  no  return  of  the  bleed- 
ing. The  vibices  and  petechias  are  now 
almoft  entirely  gone.  But  on  Thurfday 
laft,  Ihe  clifcharged  a large  round  worm, 
of  the  lumbricous  kind.  Her  pulfe  and 
belly  are  now  natural;  but  her  appetite 
is  at  times  obferved  to  be  very  keen. 

R.  Pulveris  forum  chamcemcll  fcrupulum 
unum. 

Syrupi  Jimplicis , 

. Aquie  fontls , fingulorum  femunciam . M. 
fat  haufus , bora  fomnl  fumendus.  Re- 
petatur omul  noble. 

Nec  noil  habeat  mane  die  Veneris  dofin 
falls  Glauberi  ut  antea. 

January  18.  She  took  the  mixture  regu- 
larly, and  the  falts  operated  well;  but  no 
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more  worms  have  been  obferved ; and  die 
continues  free  from  all  her  fymptoms. 
Let  her  be  difmiffed. 

i ' 

Observations  delivered  February  i. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  whom  we  fome 
time  ago  difmiffed  from  attendance  here 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  many  refpects  lin- 
gular. I had  never,  I own,  before  feen 
what  I could  reckon  an  inftance  of  the 
fame  affection.  Till  lately,  indeed,  I had 
never  read  of  it,  or  at  leaft  had  feen  it 
mentioned  only  in  fuch  a curfory  or  acci- 
dental manner  as  to  merit  little  attention. 
But,  a few  months  ago,  I had  the  honour 
of  receiving  from  Dr  Baldinger  of  Goet- 
tingen feveral  inaugural  differ tations  pub- 
lifhed  at  that  place.  Among  others,  he 
fent  me  one,  intitled,  De  Petechiis  fine  Fe- 
bre , by  Dr  Ed.  Graaf.  I own,  from  the 
title  alone,  I was  not  difpofed  to  give 
much  credit  to  it.  I confidered  proper 
petechial  eruptions  as  folely  confined  to  fe- 
vers of  the  typhous  or  putrid  kind,  and  that 

too 
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too  in  their  worft  Rates.  I was  therefore 
inclined  to  believe  it  fome  deception ; and 
as  cutaneous  difeafes  are  eaftly  confounded, 
it  at  ftrft  occurred  to  me,  that  fome  other 
cutaneous  eruption  might  be  miftaken  for 
petechias.  From  careful  perufal  of  the 
treatife,  however,  I was  neceflarily  led  to 
form  a different  opinion. 

The-  thefis  to  which  I allude,  confifts 
entirely  of  a cafe  which  had  occurred  to 
the  author,  and  a comment  upon  that  cafe. 
In  the  hiftory,  fo  many  other  concurring 
circumftances  are  mentioned,  that  ho  doubt 
can  be  entertained  of  the  nature  of  the 
eruption.  Not  long  after  I read  this  dif- 
fertation,  the  prefent  cafe  occurred,  and 
the  circumftances  were  fuch  as  afforded  an 
evident  example  of  what  Dr  Graaf  has  de~ 
fcribed.  His  cafe  and  the  prefent  are,  in 
almoft  every  particular,  ftmilar  to  each 
other. 

In  our  cafe,  there  were  moft  evident 
fymptoms  of  an  erruption  of  fmall  red 
fpcts  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  parti- 
cularly about  the  breaft  and  neck.  Thefe 
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fpots  correfponded  very  exactly  to  every 
defcription  of  petechia:.  Infizeand  figure 
they  much  refembled  flea-bites  ; but,  in 
place  of  a florid  red,  they  were  of  a livid 
call,  and  had  no  evident  marks  of  a punc- 
ture in  the  middle,  which  always  attends 
flea-bites. 

But  befides,  this  matter  was  put  beyond 
all  manner  of  doubt,  from  -other  appear- 
ances. Together  with  thefe  fpots,  large 
livid  blotches  were  vifible  on  many  diffe- 
rent parts,  exhibiting,  in  a great  meafure, 
the  fame  appearance  as  effufions  of  blood 
k in  the  cellular  membrane  from  ftrokes  or 
fimilar  caufes.  We  had  here  alfo  very 
great  refemblance  to  the  vibices  attending 
putrid  fevers;  and  I have  often  feen  cafes, 
■where  appearances  were  not  worfe,  which 
terminated  by  the  parts  floughing  off. 
The  fame  appearances  were  alfo  remarked 
in  the  cafe  of  Dr  Graaf;  but  neither  were 
the  vibices  fo  numerous,  nor  to  fo  great 
extent.  Two  only  were  mentioned  in  his 
eafe,  and  thefe  fmaller  than  with  our  pa- 
tient. His  words  are,  ‘ In  regione  potifli-  f 
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* mum  hypochondriaca  finiftra  confpexl 

* duas  maculas  virides  et  fugillationibus 
‘ fimillimas,  quas  ovi  columbini  magnitu- 
‘ dinem  sequabant.’ 

That  thefe  were  of  the  fame  nature  with 
what  occurred  in  greater  numbers  in  our 
patient,  cannot  be  doubted.  And  there  can 
even  be  little  ground  for  hefitation  in  pro- 
nouncing that  they  were  the  effetfls  of  ef- 
fufed  blood.  For  here  a difpofition  to  the 
rupture  of  veffels  manifefted  itfelf  in  vari- 
ous ways.  Before  the  patient  was  admitted 
under  our  care,  fhe  had  oftener  than  once 
fpontaneous  bleeding  at  her  gums  *,  and 
that,  too,  without  any  evident  fign  of 
fpongy  texture  or  local  affection.  On  ta- 
king purgatives  alfo,  fhe  had  been  obferved 
to  difcharge  confiderable  quantities  of 
blood  by  ftool. 

After  flie  came  under  our  care,  there 
were  flill,  in  fome  degree,  the  fame  ap- 
pearances; that  is,  flill  evident  figns  of 
tendency  to  hsetnorrhagy  in  the  difcharge 
of  blood  by  ftool : and  this  too,  without  any 
ground  for  fufpe&ing  that  it  was  the  effedl 
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of  any  haemorrhagic  effort ; for  neither 
was  there  quicknefs  nor  hardnefs  of  pulfe, 
nor  any  other  fymptom  ufually  attending 
that  flate  of  body. 

Thefe  were  the  only  morbid  fymptoms 
evident  in  this  cafe,  or  of  which  our  pa- 
tient complained  after  coming  under  our 
care.  At  one  time,  indeed,  fhe  complained 
of  fome  uneafmefs  and  fwelling  at  her  fto- 
mach.  Probably,  however,  thefe  fymp- 
toms were  rather  the  confequence  of  the 
remedies  fhe  had  taken,  or  arifing  from 
fome  other  accidental  circumftance,  than 
conne&ed  with  the  difeafe.  At  any  rate, 
it  was  a complaint  of  but  fhort  duration, 
and  giving  little  uneafmefs. 

At  another  time,  fhe  difeharged,  by 
{tool,  a large  worm  of  the  lumbricous 
kind.  I was,  however,  inclined  to  ima- 
gine that  this  had  no  connexion  with  the 
primary  affection.  Worms  in  the  alimen- 
tary canal  are  indeed  the  caufe  of  a great 
variety  of  fymptoms,  but  I do  not  know 
that  they  have  ever  been  alleged  to  induce 
fuc-h  as  the  prefentj  and  a difeharge  of 

them 
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them  from  the  alimentary  canal  is  by  no 
means  an  unfrequent  confequence  of  other 
affections. 

This,  I am  difpofed  to  imagine,  was,  in 
ibme  degree,  the  cafe  with  our  patient ; and 
I would  confkier  the  petechial  eruption, 
the  blotches,  fugillations  or  vibices,  and 
difpofition  to  hemorrhagy,  as  conftituting 
the  affedtion  for  which  fhe  came  under  our 
care. 

It  will  naturally  occur,  then,  as  a que- 
stion, what  genus  of  difeafe  thefe  conftitute  ?' 

And  here  I muft  own  that  I know  no 
place  to  which  I can  properly  reduce  it  in 
any  nofological  fyftem.  By  fome  nofolo- 
gifls,  indeed,  petechia  itfelf  is  made  a genus 
of  difeafe  ; but  ftill  this  name  is  given  to 
thofe  cafes  where  petechias  are  combined 
with  febrile  affeCtions.  To  fuch,  then,  we 
cannot  refer  the  prefent  inftance. 

Of  the  fymptoms  here  prefent,  there  are 
none  which  do  not,  at  times,  occur  in 
the  fea-fcurvy.  But  that  affection  is  cha- 
raCterifed  by  many  other  marks  not  here 
prefent.  Nor,  in  this  inftance,  was  there 

by 
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by  any  means  the  fame  progrefs  as  in 
in  fcurvy.  No  fetor  of  the  breath,  fpungy 
Hate  of  the  gums,  proftration  of  ftrength, 
ulcerations,  oedematous  fwellings,  or  the 
like,  here  took  place.  Nor  could  the  pa- 
tient be  fubjeCted  to  thofe  caufes,  veiy  ge- 
nerally, if  not  always,  inducing  it.  There 
would  be  an  evident  impropriety,  there- 
fore, in  referring  it  to  this  head.  It  is 
not,  however,  improbable,  that  in  its 
nature  it  has  fome  analogy  to  fea-fcurv}  ; 
and  if  we  can  form  any  reafonable  con- 
jecture of  its  nature,  this  is  of  more  con- 
fequence  than  giving  it  a proper  name. 
Were  I,  however,  allowed  to  coin  a name, 
and  in  this  way  the  practitioners  of  our 
days  have  ufed  more  freedom  than  all 
their  predeceflors,  we  might  I think  call  it 
Pete  chi  anofos , that  is,  a difeafe  characte- 
rized by  Petechias.  But  whether  this  ap- 
pellation be  proper  or  not,  it  will  little  al- 
fed  our  idea  of  its  nature. 

In  this  cafe,  I own,  from  all  cii  cum- 
ftances  taken  together,  I fhould  be  apt  to 
fufpeCt  a particular  morbid  date  of  the 
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fluids ; and  that,  too,  without  any  difeafe 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  fyftem,  either  as 
Ample  or  as  living  folids.  At  leaft,  on 
this  ground  I apprehend  that  the  fymp- 
toms  may  molt  readily  be  explained.  That 
the  folids  are  not  affefted,  appears  evident- 
ly from  the  natural  Rate  of  every  function. 
That  the  fluids  are  in  fuch  a ftate  as  t 
make  their  way  through  paflages  not  na- 
tural to  them,  appears  both  from  he- 
morrhagy  and  extravafation;  for  on  this 
caufe  we  muft  conflder  both  the  petechias 
and  livid  blotches  to  depend.  The  former, 
indeed,  in  fevers  of  a putrid  nature,  are 
fometimes  reckoned  rather  critical  than 
fymptomatical : But,  in  all  probability, 
without  any  good  reafon.  The  lattdr  rna- 
nifeft  the  fame  appearance  as  occurs  in  ex- 
travafation from  other  caufes.  There  can 
be  no  liefitation,  therefore,  in  referring 
it  to  this  fource ; and  I would  conclude,' 
that  the  texture  of  the  blood,  probably  of 
the  red  globules,  is  in  fome  meafure  de- 
ftroyed.  In  this  refpedl,  then,  wemaypre- 
lume,  that  the  prelent  difeafe  has  110  in- 

I confi- 
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confiderable  analogy  to  fcurvy,  in  which 
there  is  every  evidence  of  a {imilar  deftruc- 
tion  of  texture.  Still,  however,  the  cafe 
may  be  materially  different.  The  experi- 
ments of  Mr  Hewfon,  made  on  blood  ta- 
ken from  the  living  body,  throw  new  light 
on  this  fubjeCt.  He  has  fliown,  that  the 
figure  of  the  globular  particles  is  connect- 
ed with  a certain  flate  of  the  fluid,  in 
which  they  fwim.  His  experiments  de- 
monftrate,  that,  by  the  inereafe  of  faline 


impregnation,  they  are  fhrivellcd  and 


broken  inwards ; and  that,  by  the  inereafe 
of  the  watery  part,  they  are  diftended  and 
broken  outwards.  And,  on  all  hands,  it 
is  allowed,  that,  by  putrefadion,  the  tex- 
ture is  deftroyed,  without  any  change  of 
the  menflruum,  at  leaft  with  refped  to  its 
proportion  of  faline  matter. 


That  all  thefe  caufes  will,  to  fome  de- 
gree, operate  in  the  living  body,  is  not 
to  be  doubted ; and,  perhaps,  more  fre- 
quently they  operate  in  combination  than 
feparately.  There  is,  however,  a pre- 
f'umption,  from  the  circumftances  indu- 


cing 
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ring  fea-fcurvy,  that  the  firft  more  parti- 
cularly operates  in  that  affedion ; and  the 
lafl  is,  perhaps,  a caufe  of  diffolution 
conneded  with  this  putrefcent  tendency. 

To  which  of  thefe  caufes  the  diffolution 
of  the  red  particles  here  occurring  is  to 
be  referred,  I am  fomewhat  doubtful.  And 
on  this  fubjed  little  ground  of  conjecture 
is  afforded  by  the  alledged  remote  caufe, 
the  eating  a quantity  of  beans.  It  is  not, 
however,  improbable,  that  thefe,  from  their 
quantity  merely,  may  have  induced  the 
fucceeding  fever,  and  the  fever  may  have 
given  rife  to  this  Rate  of  the  fluids.  From 
this  view,  I am  rather  difpofed  to  refer  it 
to  the  putrefcent  tendency  than  to  an  over- 
proportion of  faline  matter ; and  according 
to  this  idea  the  treatment  was  conduded. 

Of  the  prognofis  here,  obfervations  are 
now  precluded,  from  the  difeafe  having 
terminated  favourably  ; it  may  naturally, 
however,  occur  as  a queftion,  how  far  it 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a dangerous  af- 
fection ? A probable  judgment  here  is  to 
be  formed  only  from  two  fources  : From 

I 2 former 
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former  fads  ; or,  where  thefe  are  wantj 
ing,  from  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe.  I have  already  obferved,  that  this 
is  the  firft  inftance  of  the  kind  I have  met 
with ; and  I can,  therefore,  draw  no  con- 
clufion  from  any  experience  of  my  own, 
nor,  indeed,  much  from  that  of  others. 
The  cafe  defcribed  by  Dr  Graaf  had  a fi- 
milar  favourable  termination,  and  that  too 
in  no  long  fpace  of  time. 

Befides  this,  towards  the  end  of  his 
treatife,  he  has  colleded  feveral  inflances, 
fomewhat  analogous*  from  different  four- 
ces,  particularly  from  the  Ada  Academic 
Naturae  Curioforum.  In  thefe  likewife 
the  difeafe  had  a favourable  termination. 
Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  there  is,  perhaps, 
lefs  ground  to  be  alarmed  in  this  difeafe  than 
would  naturally  be  inferred  from  the  idea 
we  have  given  of  it.  For  it  mufl  be  acknow- 
ledged, that,  from  this  view,  wefhould  con- 
clude it  tobeof  a dangerous  tendency;  and  St 
how  far  it  might  not  befevere  when  left  to 
its  owncourfe,  is,  at  lead,  a matter  of  doubt.  * 
Should  any  future  inflance  occur  to  me,  I 


would 
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would  reckon  it  improper  to  view  it  as  of 
little  account ; and,  till  I be  corrected  by 
future  experience,  I would  again  be  dif- 
pofed  to  follow  the  fame  plan  of  cure  ; 
which,  although  it  be  not  precifely,  is  at 
lead  nearly  fimilar  to  that  which  fucceeded 
with  Dr  Graaf. 

Suppofmg  the  fymptoms  to  arife  from  a 
deftru&ion  of  fome  of  the  globules  in 
confequence  of  a putrefcent  tendency,  I 
imagined  that  this  ought  to  be  combated 
by  antifeptics,  and  as  fuch  I employed  here 
the  Peruvian  bark  and  elixir  of  vitriol.  As 
the  fymptoms  were  not  urgent,  I wiflied 
rather  to  throw  in  the  Peruvian  bark  gra- 
dually, than  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  en- 
danger any  uneafmefs  at  the  ftomach. 

In  this  way,  conjoined  with  the  vitriol 
acid,  it  was  continued  for  near  the  fpace 
of  a fortnight ; and,  at  the  end  of  that  pe- 
riod, the  appearance  on  the  furface,  which 
had  undergone  different  changes,  but  with 
a gradual  tendency  to  decreafe,  was  almoft 
entirely  gone. 

As  flie  complained  of  fome  diforder  in 

1 3 the 
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the  alimentary  canal,  which  I conjc&ured 
might  be  the  effeCl  of  the  medicines,  I di- 
rected their  being  difcontinued ; and,  at 
the  fame  time,  ordered  purgatives,  to  dif- 
charge  the  contents  of  the  bowels.  By 
thefe  means  the  fwelling  in  the  ftomach 
was  removed ; but,  probably,  they  gave 
occafion  to  the  difcharge  of  the  worms  ob- 
ferved  after  the  firft  purgative.  Although 
I conclude  this  to  be  accidental,  yet  I 
was  led  to  fufpeCl,  that  there  might  be 
more  worms,  and  I thought  it  at  leaft  pro- 
per to  make  fome  trials  with  this  view. 
From  more  aClive  anthelmintics,  I was 
here,  in  fome  meafure,  precluded  by  the 
idea  of  the  former  difeafe.  It  was  this 
circumftance  that  determined  me  to  trull 
to  the  powder  of  camomile  flowers. 

But,  after  continuing  it  for  fome  days, 
and  after  repeating  the  purgative,  as  there 
was  no  appearance  of  more  worms,  and  the 
patient  was,  in  every  other  refpeCl,  in 
health,  I reckoned  it  unneceflary  that  Ihe 
lliould  continue  her  attendance  here.  At 
the  fame  time,  I fhould  not  be  furprifed 

if 
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if  Die  has  yet  fome  uneafinefs  from  worms ; 
and,  in  that  cafe,  if  {he  comes  again  un- 
der our  care,  I may,  with  greater  freedom, 
have  recourfe  to  more  powerful  medicines. 

Sequel. 

This  patient  was  not  afterwards  affect- 
ed with  any  fymptoms  which  could  be 
fuppofed  to  proceed  from  worms,  nor  were 
any  more  worms  obferved  to  be  difeharged 
by  (tool.  She  continued  alfo  perfeftly  free 
from  any  return  of  the  petechial  affection, 
or  of  the  other  fymptoms  with  which  it 
had  been  attended. 


VIII, 

The  Hljloryof  a Cancerous  Affection  of 
the  Breajl , treated  by  Electricity, 

r . . r » r I f « r . * 

jyj D , a woman  aged  fixty- 

two,  admitted  December  25th  1776, 
has,  in  the  left  mamma,  an  indurated  tu- 
mour of  confiderable  fize,  Aiding  readily 

I 4 upon 
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upon  the  pedoral  mufcle.  From  this  tu-« 
mour  pains  frequently  arife,  fnooting  to- 
wards the  axillary  glands,  which  are  alfo 
fomewhat  fwelled.  In  other  refpeds  die 
is  free  from  complaints,  and  has  not  men- 
ftruated  for  thefe  feven  years  pad. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  foon  after  be- 
ing delivered  of  a child,  a fmall  tumour  was 
fird  perceived  in  the  bread  affe&ed.  This 
in  a diort  time  fuppurated,  and  continued 
to  difcharge  purulent  matter  for  about  fix 
weeks.  It  then  healed,  after  the  lofsof  fome 
parts,  particularly  the  nipple.  Eight  years 
after  this, being  induced  to  fcratch  the  fame 
bread  very  much,  from  an  uneafy  tick- 
ling fenfation  which  fhe  felt  there,  a frefh 
fore  was  formed.'  This,  from  her  ac- 
count, continued  to  difcharge  purulent 
matter,  of  a thick  confidence,  till  about 
fix  weeks  ago.  But  the  application  of  the 
ufual  drefimgs  being  then  negleded,  the 
difcharge  ceafed,  and  the  fore  cicatrized. 

A fortnight  after  this,  fhe  fays,  die  fird 
perceived  the  prefent  tumour,  and  foon 
after  the  dwelling  of  the  axillary  gland. 

Illinattir  ■ 
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Illinatur  oleum  camphoratum  parti  dolenti 
mamma,  omni  noBe  bora  fomni.  Accipiat 
etiam  bis  in  feptimana  iBus  eleBricos  tres  ad 
gradum  tertium,  ita  ut  jluidum  elcBricum  per 
tumorem  mamma  curfum  teneat. 

January  14.  She  has  continued  the 
electricity  and  fridtion  fince  lad:  report. 
She  now  thinks  that  the  pain  of  her  bread 
is  fornewhat  diminifhed,  and  the  dwelling 
leflened.  But  the  bade  of  the  tumour 
feems  to  be  rather  extended. 

Repet  at  ur  eleBricitas  ter  in  feptimana ; et 
accipiat,  Jingulis  'vicibus,  iBus  eleBricos  de- 
cern ad  gradum  tertium . Continuetur  oleum 
camphoratum  ut  antea . 

January  25.  She  thinks  that  the  dwelling 
of  her  bread:  continues  to  diminidi,  from 
the  ufe  of  the  electricity.  Continuetur 
eleBricitas  ter  in  feptimana,  et  accipiat  iBus 
quindecim  ad  gradum  quartum. 

February  1.  She  has  had  much  pain  in 
her  bread:  dnee  it  was  lad:  eleCtrified;  and 
there  is  a dight  excoriation  near  the  nipple, 
which  difeharges  a fmall  quantity  of  mat- 
ter. 


Imponatur 
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Imponatur  indies  parti  affefiie,  linimenti  ce~ 
rei  pauxillum  ; et  continuetur  eleElricitas , fed 
accipiat,fx ngul i s vicibusy  iflus  decemfolummodo. 

January  8.  There  is  now  a confiderable 
ulceration  on  her  bread,  from  which  there 
is  a copious  difcharge  of  matter.  The 
fwelling  continues  to  be  much  diminifhed, 
but  die  thinks  that  the  electricity  increafes 
her  pain.  Inter mitt atur  eleElricitas , conti- 

nuetur linimentum  cereum , et  capiat  vefpere 
et  mane  pulveris  foliorum  cicuta  grana  tria. 


Observations  delivered  February  22. 

In  this  cafe  there  are  few  fymptoms, 
and  the  affeCtion  is  evidently  fimple ; yet 
its  nature  is  not  altogether  without  dif- 
ficulty. The  difeafe  at  prefent  is  princi- 
pally, if  not  entirely,  fituated  in  the  left 
mamma.  And  here  the  affection  is  equally 
evident,  both  to  fight  and  touch.  A ma- 
nifed  indurated  tumour  can  be  didinCtly 
felt;  and  although  its  furface  is  fome- 

times  ulcerated,  and  fometimes  not,  yet 

the 
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the  fkin  never  recovers  its  natural  apr- 
pearance. 

Here  we  have  not,  indeed,  every  fymp- 
tom  ufually  attending  cancer.  Yet  there 
is  a ftrong  probability,  that  the  affection  is 
rather  of  this  kind,  than  that  it  is  now  to 
be  reckoned  feirrhous,  particularly  from 
its  difpolition  to  an  ulcerated  condition. 
This  fuppofition  is  Hill  farther  corrobo- 
rated by  the  fhooting  pains  with  which 
the  patient  is  frequently  affected ; but  Rill 
more  by  the  tumour  under  the  axilla.  For 
this  laft  circumftance  may  be  confidered 
as  a demonftration  of  abforption  from  the 
bread:,  and  that  too  of  matter  which,  in 
other  glands,  would  produce  a fimilar  af- 
fection to  that  which  occurs  in  the  mam- 
ma. 

With  this  fentiment,  I cannot  eafily,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  pronounce  a favourable 
prognofis.  All  authors  are  agreed  in  rec- 
koning cancer  among  the  moft  dangerous 
affections.  It  is  particularly  one  of  thofe 
complaints  where  there  is  no  ground  to 
hope  for  a natural  termination  in  recovery. 

And 
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And  if  a cure  is  to  be  effected,  it  mud,  in 
a great  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  be  the 
■work  of  art.  Yet,  perhaps,  even  with  the 
bed  aflidance,  recovery  is  in  no  cafe  to 
be  depended  upon.  Nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  can  any  one  be  confidered  as  fo  de-  • 
fperate  as  to  preclude  all  trials : and ‘it  is 
merely  with  this  view  that  we  have  taken 
the  prefent  patient  under  care. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  the  prefent,  a cure  is  to 
be  expected  only  on  one  of  two  principles ; 
either  by  removing  the  difeafed  parts,  or 
by  reftoring  them  to  a found  date.  Where 
a complete  removal  can  be  effected,  I have 
no  doubt  in  conlidering  it  as  a proper  me- 
thod. I am,  for  my  own  part,  convinced, 
that  it  affords  not  only  the  mod  expedi- 
tious, but  alfo  the  mod  certain  cure;  and 
I am  perfuaded,  that  many  have  fallen 
victims  to  cancer  from  its  having  been  ne- 
gle<5led. 

Some,  indeed,  and  thofe,  too,  men  of  no 
inconfiderable  note,  are  enemies  to  opera- 
tion, in  every  cafe  of  cancer  : and,  were 
we  acquainted  with  any  effectual  medicine 

for 
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for  reftoring  the  difeafed  parts  to  a found 
Rate,  I would  have  no  hefitation  in  agree- 
ing with  them. 

It  is  obferved,  and  indeed  with  juftice, 
that  many  on  whom  the  operation  is  per- 
formed with  apparent  fuccefs,  afterwards 
die  of  a cancer,  and  that,  too,  in  very  great 
agony.  But  to  afcribe  either  the  return 
of  cancer  or  pain  to  the  operation,  is  a 
very  erroneous  mode  of  reafoning.  The 
allowing  cancer  to  remain  at  one  place, 
is  no  defence  againft  its  affeding  another ; 
on  the  contrary,  from  this  circumftance, 
there  is  a greater  probability  of  its  hap- 
pening. Hence  no  bad  effed  can,  with 
juftice,  be  afcribed  to  removing  the  affeded 
part : and,  when  we  find  a patient  again 
affeded  with  a cancer,  from  whom  one 
was  formerly  extirpated,  it  only  argues, 
that,  by  local  operation,  virus  cannot  be 
expelled  from  the  fyftem.  The  exiftence 
of  cancerous  virus  in  other  parts,  in  all 
probability,  is  very  generally  the  effed  of 
the  operation’s  being  delayed ; and  if  there 
are  fome  cafes  where  the  patient  has  had  a 

return 
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return  of  cancer,  there  are  others  where 
this  has  not  happened. 

In  fome  cafes,  then,  it  may  be  conli- 
dered  as  the  means  of  a complete  cure.  In 
othe*rs,  and  thefe  even  the  worft,  where 
the  fituation  is  fuch  as  to  admit  of  it, 
operation  may  at  lead  be  the  means  of 
removing  urgent  fymptoms,  and  protradt 
the  life  of  the  patient  for  many  years. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  then,  I 
mufl  own,  that  I am  an  advocate  for 
operation  in  this  complaint.  And,  after 
the  cafes  lately  publifhed  in  fupport  of 
this  pradtice,  by  Mr  Hill  of  Dumfries, 
very  few,  I apprehend,  who  have  feri- 
oufly  confidered  them,  will  doubt  the 
propriety  of  it.  As  he  obferves  of  him- 
felf,  were  it  my  fate  to  be  affedted  with 
cancer,  I would  not  delay  operation  a 
fingle  hour,  in  hopes  of  cure  by  any  other 
means. 

On  thefe  principles,  therefore,  I had  no 
hefitation  in  recommending  it  to  this  pa- 
tient to  think  of  operation ; but  I found 
her  totally  averfe  to  all  thoughts  of  it. 

1 And 
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And  I mud  here  obferve,  that  it  is.  an  ope- 
ration attended  with  fo  much  danger,  that 
1 fhould  reckon  it  improper  to  go  any  fur- 
ther than  merely  to  recommend  it. 

As  the  prefent  patient,  while  fhe  was  re- 
folved  againft  operation,  was  defirous  of 
employing  any  other  mode  of  cure,  I de- 
termined at  lead  to  give  trial  to  fuch,  and 
to  attempt  what  could  be  done  with  the 
view  of  reftoring  the  difeafed  part  to  a 
found  date.  This,  I apprehend,  is  to  be 
effected  by  reftoring  free  circulation  thro’ 
the  part,  and  the  natural  aCtion  of  the 
veffels.  For  I fuppofe  what  has  been  gene- 
rally called  cancerous  •virus , as  well  as  all 
the  other  fymptoms,  to  depend  on  obltruc- 
tion  of  fome  of  the  veftels,  and  the  vitiated 
action  of  others. 

I confidered  this  as  no  unfavourable  op- 
portunity for  trying  how  far  thefe  ends 
could  be  obtained  by  means  of  electricity. 
EleCtricity,  with  the  view  of  difcufting  fuch 
tumours,  has  been  ftrongly  recommended 
to  me  by  Dr  Eafon,  now  phyfician  in 
Manchelter.  He  was  led  to  propofe  it  from 

an 
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an  accidental  recovery  happening  to  a lady 
in  Ireland  labouring  under  fuch  a com- 
plaint, in  confequence  of  a ftroke  from 
lightning. 

This  hiftory,  as  related  by  him,  you  will 
find  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Medical 
Commentaries.  It  was,  therefore,  with  the 
prefent  patient,  my  intention  to  perfift  in 
the  ufe  of  this  remedy  for  a confiderable 
time,  and  to  carry  it  to  as  great  a height 
as  fhe  could  eafily  bear. 

At  firft,  although  ufed  only  to  a flight 
degree,  it  feemed  to  promife  fome  advan- 
tage; and  the  patient  herfelf  was  in- 
clined to  imagine  that  it  both  mitigated 
the  pain  and  diminifhed  the  tumour. 
With  a view,  therefore,  of  augmenting 
thefe  advantages,  I ordered  both  the  num- 
ber and  force  of  the  ftrokes  to  be  increafed. 
Now,  however,  I am  fomewhat  doubtful 
how  far  this  direction  was  proper.  For, 
after  this  change,  the  pains  returned  with 
increafed  feverity,  and  the  tumour  was 
again  converted  into  an  ulcerated  ftate.  I 
do  not,  however,  think  it  clear  that  thefe 
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alterations  were  the  effects  of  electricity  ; 
yet  where  there  was  ground  for  fufpect- 
ing  this,  I durft  not  order  the  continuance 
of  it.  On  this  account  I have,  at  leaft  for 
the  prefen t,  difcontinued  the  trial ; but 
with  the  intention  of  again  returning  to 
the  ufe  of  it,  if  circumftances  will  al- 
low : for  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  its 
influence  in  the  prefent  cafe  has  been 
fuch  as  to  give  hopes  that  it  may  be  a 
powerful  remedy  in  renewing  circulation 
through  difeafed  parts.  1 have,  in  the 
mean  time,  put  this  patient  on  the  ufe  of 
the  cicuta ; from  which  I cannot  help 
thinking,  that  in  fome  cafes  I have  feen 
very  good  effeCts.  If  there  be  any  appear- 
ance of  advantage,  I fhall  wifh  to  perfift 
with  it  for  fome  time ; and  after  a proper 
trial,  the  farther  treatment  will  be  regula- 
ted by  circumftances.  I mult,  however, 
conclude,  as  I have  already  faid,  that  nei- 
ther from  this,  nor  from  any  other  mode 
.of  cure,  have  I any  high  expectations. 


Se- 
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Sequel 


I 


1 ( 


The  cicuta  was  continued  with  this  pa- 
tient for  fome  time  without  any  obvious 
good  effet.  She  was  averfe  to  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  eledricity ; and  gave  up  attend- 
ance at  the  Difpenfary,  to  try  the  effets 
of  gentle  dreflings,  without  any  other  me- 
dicine. 


Obfervaiions  on  a Cafe  of  Hamorrhots. 

W , a man  in  the  47th  year 

of  his  age,  by  trade  a gardener,  of  a 
robuft  habit  and  florid  completion,  ad- 
mitted January  21.  1777,  complains  of 
being  conftantly  affeded  with  much  pain 
about  the  anus,  which  is  increafed  by 
walking  and  when  he  is  at  (tool.  After 
each  ftool  he  generally  pafles  fome  blood, 
which  is  commonly  in  a pure  and  fluid 
ftate.  Small  tubercles,  flightly  inflamed, 


XT 
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are  to  be  feen  externally  at  the  anus ; from 
which  he  fuppofes  the  pain  and  difcharge 
to  proceed.  Pulfe,  heat,  and  appetite,  na- 
tural; belly  regular. 

About  eighteen  months  ago,  he  was 
affeded  with  an  itching  over  his  whole 
fkin,  and  with  pain  in  his  head,  which, 
was  attended  with  flight  giddinefs.  Thefe 
complaints  continued  for  fome  weeks,  and 
left  him  upon  the  appearance  of  the  pre- 
fent  affedion ; for  which  he  knows  no 
other  caufe.  He  has  ufed  but  few  medi-” 
cines,  and  thefe  have  had  little  effed. 

& Florum  fulphuris , 

Pulveris  cremoris  tartari , fmgulorum 
uncias  duas.  Syrupi  Jimplicis  quantum 
fufficit.  M.fat  elefduarium , cujus  ca- 
piat drachmam  imam  ter  de  die. 

February  1.  The  medicine  has  been  ta- 
ken as  di reded,  and  has  had  the  effed  of 
keeping  his  belly  gently  open.  He  has 
(till  fome  pain  about  the  anus,  but  it  is 
conflderably  diminilhed;  and  there  has 

K 2 been 
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been  very  little  difcharge  of  blood  fince 
lie  began  the  ufe  of  his  medicine. 

Continue tur  eleCtuarium  ut  antca. 

February  8.  He  is  now  free  from  all 
his  former  complaints,  except  a flight  de- 
gree of  forenefs  externally.  Let  him  be 
difmiffed. 

Observations  delivered  February  15. 

* 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  affords  fubjed 
but  for  few  remarks.  His  difeafe  is  nei- 
ther in  its  nature  Angular,  nor  is  there 
any  room  for  doubt  refpeding  it ; while, 
at  the  fame  time,  there  does  not  here  oc- 
cur any  complication  of  affedions.  That 
this  patient  was  affeded  with  hcemorrliois, 
can  admit  of  no  doubt ; but  this  is  a dif- 
eafe, with  regard  to  which  the  mod  emi- 
nent praditioners  ftill  differ  in  their  fenti- 
ments.  It  may  indeed  be  thought  that 
the  prefent  cafe  has  not  every  charaderi- 
ffic  of  the  affedion,  as  defined  by  fome 
nofologifls.  This  patient,  when  he  came 
under  our  care,  had . no  complaint  of 

head- 
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headach,  vertigo,  or  pain  about  his  loins. 
Thefe,  however,  according  to  Dr  Cullen, 
are  charaderiftics  of  this  affedion : And 
he  even  puts  them  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
we  ought  to  conclude  they  fhould  con- 
ftantly  be  prefent.  Few  nofologiifs,  how- 
ever, reckon  fo  many  fymptoms  effential ; 
and  the  prefent  cafe  at  leaft  correfponds 
very  exadly  to  the  definition  of  Mr  Sau- 
vages.  His  words  are,  ‘ Fluxus  cruentus 
‘ ex  podice  vel  redo,  marifcis  ruptis  ob- 
‘ fito.’ 

Befides  bloody  difcharge  and  tubercles, 
pain  is  alfo  by  fome  confiderecl  as  a cha- 
raderiftic  of  the  affedion.  And  it  may 
even  be  remarked,  that  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  of  the  fymptoms  mentioned 
by  Sauvages  are  to  be  confidered  as  effen- 
tial.  Often,  indeed,  as  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  both  are  conjoined  ; but  in  fome 
cafes  there  is  no  tumour,  and  in  others 
there  is  no  difcharge.  This  has  led  to  the 
diftindions  of  the  affedion  into  haemor- 
rhois  catca,  aperta,  into  interna,  externa, 
and  the  like.  Thefe  varieties,  however,  do 
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not  depend  on  any  effential  difference  in 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  but  merely  on 
fituation  and  condition.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  we  can  have  no  doubt  in  pronoun- 
cing, that  the  difeafe  was  of  the  external 
kind,  and  at  the  fame  time  intitled  to  the 
appellation  of  the  hsemorrhois  aperta.  It 
is  in  general  agreed,  that  this  complaint 
arifes  from  an  affedion  of  the  hemorrhoi- 
dal veffels.  It  has,  however,  been  difpu- 
ted,  whether  the  hemorrhagy  proceeds 
from  arteries  or  veins;  and  whether  the 
tumour  be  the  effed  of  effufion  into  the 
cellular  membrane,  or  of  the  enlargement 
of  the  veins.  It  is  the  moll  common  opi- 
nion, that  both  hemorrhagy  and  tumour 
depend  on  the  veins.  And  this  opinion,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  is  moft  generally 
true.  It  is  corroborated  both  by  the  dif- 
fedions  of  Morgagni,  and  by  attending 
to  thofe  habits  ufually  fubject  to  haemor- 
rhois.  Morgagni,  from  diffedion,  con- 
tends, ‘ Hsemorrhoides  nihil  effe  aliud 
‘ quam  varices  venarum  ani.’  Befides 
this,  the  difeafe  generally  affeds  thofe  la  , 

bouring 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  15 1 


bouring  under  venous  plethora,  or  at  lead 
fuch  as  have  arrived  at  that  period  of  life 
when  this  condition  is  mod  frequent.  It 
is  not,  however,  to  be  denied,  that  many 
circumdances  feem  to  favour  the  opinion 
of  effufion.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
there  is  frequently  no  inconiiderable  pain ; 
a circumdance  not  arifing  from  didention 
of  veins.  Behdes,  there  are  alfo  diflec- 
tions  in  favour  of  the  opinion  of  effulion. 
Thefe  have  demondrated  a lodgment  of 
blood  in  a receptacle  formed  of  condenfed 
cellular  membrane : and  it  may  alfo  be 
added,  that  the  difcharge  is  fometimes  very 
great,  and  is  evidently  preceded  by  increa- 
fed  impetus  and  tendency  to  hemorrhagy 
over  the  whole  fydem.  When  all  thele 
circumdances  concur,  there  is  drong  pre- 
fumption  that  the  difcharge  proceeds 
from  arteries.  And  this  opinion  is  even 
favoured  by  fome  difle&ions  related  by 
Morgagni  himfelf.  In  one  cafe,  he  ob- 
ferves,  ‘ Extremum  intedinum  intus  va- 
• ricofis  venarum  nodis  insequale.  Ma- 
4 jorem  ex  his  attente  infpiciens  miratus 

R 4 ‘ fum, 
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‘ fum,  cum  ipfo  qui  non  modico  alioquin 
‘ diftendebatur  fanguinis  grumo,  non  nifi 
‘ tenuiflima  fanguifcra  vafcula  communi- 
‘ care,  ut  evidens  eifet  aliquam  perexilem 
‘ venam  in  earn  fuiffe  amplitudinem  dila- 
c tatam.’  To  me  it  feems  more  probable, 
that  the  appearance  which  here  aftonifhed 
Morgagni,  was  rather  the  effect  of  effu- 
fion  than  of  the  extraordinary  dilatation 
which  he  fufpedted. 

It  would  feern  then,  that  in  this  affec- 
tion cafes  may  differ  effentially  in  their 
nature  : and  fuch  a diftindtion  is  often  of 
confequence  in  the  cure.  It  naturally  oc- 
curs here  as  a quellion,  To  which  of  thefe 
kinds  the  prefent  cafe  is  to  be  referred  ? 
I know  no  circumftance,  in  the  inftance 
before  us,  from  which  we  can  form  a cer- 
tain judgment ; yet  I muft  own  I am  dif- 
pofed  to  confider  it  as  a venous  affection. 
The  difcharge  of  blood  is  only  to  a flight 
degree,  and  feems  to  happen  principally, 
if  not  entirely,  from  preffure,  as  on  a dif- 
charge of  fasces  by  {tool.  It  is  not  at- 
tended with  any  marks  of  increafed  impe- 
tus, 
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tus,  nor  accompanied  with  any  confider- 
able  degree  of  pain.  All  thefe  are  objec- 
tions againd  the  fuppofition  of  the  he- 
morrhagy  being  from  the  arteries,  while 
the  idea  of  its  being  venous  is  confirmed 
by  the  period  of  life  at  which  the  patient 
has  arrived. 

Thus  then  I have  dated  my  fentiments 
refpeding  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  with 
which  this  patient  is  affected.  After  the 
termination  which  it  has  already  had,  f 
need  add  nothing  of  the  prognofis.  The 
difeafe  indeed,  previous  to  his  admifiion, 
was  of  fome  duration ; yet  no  circum- 
dance  indicated,  what  could  be  reckoned 
any  great  degree  of  violence.  There  was, 
therefore,  good  reafon  for  entertaining- 
hopes  of  a favourable  termination  ; which 
accordingly  foon  took  place.  I would  not, 
however,  from  this,  be  underdood  to 
mean,  that  this  patient  is  radically  cured. 
It  is  well  known,  that  thofe  who  have 
once  been  fubjeded  to  this  complaint,  are 
very  liable  to  a recurrence  of  the  affedion; 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  may 

happen 
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happen  with  the  prefent  patient : yet, 

when  he  was  difmifled,  he  was  free  from 
pain,  fwelling,  and  bloody  difcharge ; 
and,  without  fome  exciting  caufe,  he  may 
continue  fo. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  I found  it 
neceflary  to  do  very  little.  And  I may 
here  obferve,  that  haemorrhois  is  one  of 
thofe  affections,  reSpeding  the  propriety 
of  curing  which  there  is  often  very  great 
doubt.  In  many  cafes,  particularly  where 
the  difcharge  is  habitual,  it  is  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  falutary:  and  in  mold  inflances 
there  is  fome  danger  from  a hidden  check, 
especially  where  the  difcharge  is  inconfi- 
derable.  This  is  particularly  the  cafe 
when,  as  was  obferved  with  the  prefent 
patient,  thofe  fubjeded  to  it  have  that 
florid  compleclion  which  gives  evidence  of 
plethora.  The  cure,  therefore,  is  to  be 
regulated  by  the  appearance  of  the  difeafe; 
and  where  there  is  nothing  very  urgent,  it 
is  perhaps  the  belt  plan  to  do  but  little, 

efpecially  when  there  is  no  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend 
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prehend  that  by  neglecf  there  is  any  dan- 
ger of  its  becoming  habitual. 

There  are  indeed  cafes  of  this  afFe<5tion 
calling  for  the  moft  powerful  remedies. 
Thefe  are  fometimes  neceflary  with  a view 
of  obviating  violent  inflammation,  and 
fometimes  for  refraining  an  exceflive  dif- 
charge  of  blood  ; as  by  evacuations  in  this 
way,  the  patient  may  be  cut  o£F,  either 
from  inanition,  or  from  fome  fupervening 
difeafe.  In  the  former  cafe,  the  impetus 
at  the  reflum  is  to  be  diminifhed  by  ge- 
neral and  topical  bleeding,  by  antiphlo- 
giftic  purgatives,  and  by  emollient  ap- 
plications. In  the  latter,  we  muft  attempt 
to  induce  conftri&ion  of  veflels  by  dif- 
ferent aftringents,  whether  externally  or 
internally  applied. 

In  the  inflance,  however,  which  we 
have  here  had  occafion  to  treat,  I faw  no 
neceflity  for  either.  Although  I fufpedled 
that  the  hemorrhagy  was  from  the  veins, 
and  confidered  it  as  being  of  the  paflive 
kind,  yet  its  extent  was  by  no  means  fl> 
great  as  to  require  fuch  a doubtful  medi- 


cine. 
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cine  as  aftringents.  Although  there  was 
fome  evidence  of  a plethoric  difpofition, 
yet  neither  was  there  any  general  affedtion 
of  the  habit,  nor  any  local  inflammation 
requiring  a diminution  of  impetus,  f 10m 
thefe  conflderations,  therefore,  I reckon- 
ed it  fufikient  to  obviate  the  principal  ex- 
citing caufe  of  the  hemorrhagy.  This  I 
took  to  be  the  flate  of  difcharge  by  belly. 

1 put  the  patient  therefore  on  the  ufe  of  a 
gentle  refrigerant  purgative.  Prom  this  I 
hoped  that  we  Ihould  not  only  remove  com- 
preflion,  but  produce  a gentle  depletion 
of  the  fyftem.  This,  together  with  the 
daily  labour  in  which  he  mult  be  enga 
ged,  and  if  not  the  low,  at  lead  the  mo- 
derate diet,  which  is  probably  the  utmofl 
his  circumftances  can  afford,  1 hoped 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  removal  of  the 
plethora.  In  this,  it  would  appear,  my 
expectations  were  not  difappointed ; and 
from  the  time  that  he  began  the  electuary, 
which  gently  loofened  his  belly,  he  had 
no  more  of  the  bloody  difcharge.  Be- 
sides, during  the  continuance  of  it,  the 

pain 
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pain  and  external  fwelling  gradually  di- 
minifhed,  infomuch,  that  at  laft  report  I 
conlidered  him  to  be  fo  far  recovered,  that 
Ijnd  ged  farther  attendance  here  unnecefFa- 
ry.  He  might  indeed  have  been  conti- 
nued for  a week  or.  two  longer  on  the  lift, 
and  we  fhould  then  have  been  better  able  to 
determine  how  far  the  cure  was  completed. 
But  for  this  purpofe,  it  would  have  been 
requilite,  at  leaft  for  the  fake  of  form,  to 
have  perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  fome  medi- 
cines. While,  however,  I conlidered  no- 
thing as  better  fuited  to  the  nature  of  his 
complaint  than  the  elecduary  on  which  I 
had  put  him,  I was  unwilling  even  to 
continue  it  any  longer  : for  from  render- 
ing purgatives  habitual,  the  inconvenien- 
ces produced  are  by  no  means  fmall.  I 
conlidered  it  therefore  as  the  preferable 
method,  to  recommend  it  to  him  to  re- 
turn here  upon  the  recurrence  of  his  com- 
plaint. And  if  he  does  not,  we  may  pre- 
fume  that  the  benefit  which  he  has  recei- 
ved is  of  a permanent  nature. 


Sequel 
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Sequel. 

This  patient  did  not  afterwards  apply 
for  aid  at  the  Difpenfary ; and  after  feve- 
ral  months  had  elapfed,  he  continued  per- 
fectly free  from  any  return  of  his  former 
complaint. 


XII. 

A Cafe  of  Manorrhagia  treated  by  the  Peru- 
vian bark. 


S , aged  24,  admitted  Decem- 
ber 2d,  1776,  a widow,  of  a fair  com- 
pletion and  delicate  habit,  complains  of 
great  debility  and  frequent  naufea,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  morning.  She  is  affedted  al- 
fo  with  flatulency  and  an  uneafy  fenfation 
at  her  ftomach,  which  is  generally  aggra- 


vated by  taking  food. 

Her  menfes,  for  the  molt  part,  return 
every  three  weeks,  and  continue  to  flow 


for  eight  or  nine  days  in  immoderate  quan- 
tity. Should  their  return  be  protra&ed 


till 
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till  the  interval  of  a month,  which  is 
fometimes  the  cafe,  all  her  complaints  in- 
creafe  in  violence,  and  Ihe  is  affected  with 
flying  pains  over  her  whole  body.  They, 
however,  for  the  moll  part,  leave  her 
when  the  catamenia  again  appear. 

Her  pulfe  beats  100  ftrokes  in  the  mi- 
nute : her  belly  is  regular,  tongue  clean, 
and  refpiration  eafy ; but  her  appetite  is 
much  impaired,  and  Ihe  complains  of 
great  third:. 

The  immoderate  flux  of  menfes  came 
on  about  three  years  ago,  immediately 
after  weaning  a child  which  fhe  had  fuck- 
led  for  fifteen  months.  For  this  affedion 
Ihe  can  aflign  no  caufe : but  to  it  fhe  at- 
tributes all  her  other  complaints  ; mold  of 
which  began  about  two  years  ago. 

She  has  ufed  a great  variety  of  medi- 
cines, and  among  others  the  Peruvian 
bark ; from  which  fhe  thinks  that  Ihe  has 
derived  the  greatefl:  relief. 

Capiat  pulveris  cor t ids  Peruvian 1 femi- 
drachmam  quarta  quaque  bora . 

December  14.  There  has  been  no  bloody 

dif- 
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difcharge  from  the  vagina  for  two  weeks 
pad  ; but  her  other  fymptoms  continue 
much  as  before.  Continuetur  cortex  Peru - 
vianus , ut  untea . 

December  21.  She  continued  tolerably 
eafy  for  fome  days  after  the  lad  report ; 
but  her  menfes  appeared  again  about  two  , 
days  ago,  and  the  difcharge  is  dill  very 
great.  It  was,  however,  preceded  by  ra- 
ther lefs  pain  than  ufual.  Pulfe  eighty  ; 
appetite  fomewhat  mended  ; belly  1 ather 
bound.  Continuetur  cortex  Peruvianas , ut 
antea ; ct  capiat  elixir  vitrioli  acidi  guttas 
viginti  ex  aqua:  cyatho  omni  nodie. 

December  28.  After  die  had  taken  the 
elixir  for  two  nights,  her  menfes  dopped. 
Since  that  die  has  been  much  affeeded  with 
dwelling  in  her  domach  and  in  the  under 
part  of  her  belly  ; and  die  alfo  complains 
much  of  dying  pains  through  different 
parts  of  her  body.  Pulfe  eighty;  belly 
regular.  Intermittatur  elixir  vitrioli.  Con- 
tinuetur cortex  Peruvianus , ut  antea. 

January  4.  The  pains  of  which  die 

complained  are  much  eafier;  and  the 

fwell- 
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fwelling  was  much  diminifhed  Toon  after 
lafl  report.  It  continued  fo  till  two  days 
ago  ; but  fince  that  there  has  been  fome 
return  of  it.  Pulfe  1 00  ; belly  natural. 
Continuetur  Cortex  Peruvianas. 

January  14.  She  was  tolerably  eafy  till 
within  thefe  three  days  : but  the  mcn- 
ftrual  difcharge  then  appeared,  and  the 
evacuation  has  taken  place  to  the  fame  ex- 
tent as  ufual.  The  difcharge  ftill  conti- 
nues ; and  fince  it  began,  the  pains  thro* 
her  body  have  been  much  aggravated,  but 
without  any  fwelling  of  the  abdomen. 
She  is  again  affected  with  third,  and  her 
appetite  is  fomewhat  more  impaired  than 
before.  Pulfe  96  ; heat  moderate.  Con - 
tinuetur  cortex  Peruvianus,  fed  capiat  dr  ado- 
rn am  unam  tertia  quaque  bora. 


Observations  delivered  ^January  18. 

To  the  difeafe  of  this  patient  there  is 
little  difficulty  in  affixing  a name.  She  is 
indeed  afflicted  with  various  complaints, 
which  are  attendants  of  feveral  genera  of 
1 L difeafe. 
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difeafe.  As  examples,  we  may  mention 
the  fymptoms  of  debility,  naufea,  flatu- 
lence, and  the  like.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  that  all  of  thefe  in  the 
prefent  cafe  proceed  from  the  fame  origin. 
They  are  here  the  effedls  of  a debilitated 
fyftem  from  exceffive  hemorrhagy  : for 
with  this  patient  the  menfes  return  at 
Ihorter  periods  than  ufual.  When  this 
difcharge  does  return,  it  is  continued  for 
an  unufual  length  of  time;  and  during 
that  period  the  difcharge  is  exceflive. 
There  can  be  little  doubt,  then,  in  pro- 
nouncing this  cafe  to  be  an  immoderate 
flow  of  the  menfes ; or,  in  the  language 
of  the  nofologifts,  a cafe  of  menorrhagia. 
Betides  the  complaints  already  mentioned, 
this  patient  is  frequently  affedted  with 
tranfltory  pains.  Thefe,  from  the  hiftory, 
are  evidently  connedted  with  the  diftem- 
per  which  we  have  mentioned  ; for  they 
chiefly  occur  previous  to  the  menftrual 
evacuation,  and  are  only  remarkable  when 
the  difcharge  does  not  take  place  at  the 
ufual  time.  Pains  of  this  nature,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  frequently  attend  menorrhagia,  in- 
fomuch  that,  by  fome,  they  are  introdu- 
ced amongft  the  diagnoftic  fymptoms. 
But  without  confidering  them  as  effential, 
they  are  at  leaft  common  ; and  in  place  of 
giving  doubt,  corroborate  our  opinion. 
As  to  the  name  of  this  affedion,  there- 
fore, there  is  little  ambiguity. 

But  in  order  to  give  either  a probable 
prognofis,  or  to  lay  down  a rational  plan 
of  cure,  we  mult  go  farther.  Thefe  are 
only  to  be  derived  from  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  the  cafe  before  us  ; for  under  the 
genus  of  the  menorrhagia  very  different 
affedions  are  included:  and,  above  all, 
it  is  particularly  neceffary  to  determine 
whether  the  hemorrhagy  be  of  the  adive 
or  paffive  kind.  In  the  latter  cafe,  endea- 
vours to  reftrain  it  are  often  indifpenfably 
neceffary  : In  the  former  cafe,  they  would 
often  be  attended  with  the  worft  confe- 
quences ; for  there  the  hemorrhagy  is  to 
be  confidered  as  a natural  cure.  In  the 
nature  of  uterine  hemorrhagy,  however, 
there  is  fomething  peculiar  j and  we  can- 

L 2 not 
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not  disjoin  the  confideration  from  that  of 
menftruation.  Of  the  theory  of  men- 
druation,  I have  in  other  ledures  had  oc- 
cafion  to  treat.  While  every  phyfician 
would  explain  the  difeafed  dates  to  which 
it  is  fubjeded  on  his  own  dodrines,  I mud 
beg  leave  to  proceed  on  the  fuppofition  of 
the  truth  of  what  1 have  delivered. 

In  this  view,  I muft  confider  all  increa- 
fed  difeharge,  under  this  form,  as  pro- 
ceeding from  one  of  three  caufes  : 

From  an  uncommon  determination  of 
blood  to  the  uterus. 

From  an  increafed  adion  of  that  vifeus, 

or  of  its  vedels. 

Or,  laftly,  from  want  of  due  refidance 
to  the  impetus  of  the  blood  at  the  uterus. 

It  is  our  bufinefs  to  inquire,  then,  to 
which  of  thefe  caufes  the  difeharge  here  is 
to  be  referred,  or  how  far  diflerent  prin- 
ciples may  be  concerned.  The  firft  may 
be  confider ed  as  giving  hemorrhagy  more 
' purely  of  the  adive  kind  ; the  lad,  more 
particularly  padive  ; while  that  which 

proceeds  from  increafed  adion  of  the  ute- 
rus 
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rus  may  be  confidered  as  of  an  interme- 
diate nature.  The  opinion  which  we 
adopt  on  this  fubjedt.  muft  very  much  in- 
fluence our  practice;  and  hence  it  is  ma- 
terial to  diftinguilh  to  which  it  is  to  be 
referred. 

This  is  to  be  done  on  one  of  two 
grounds ; either  from  the  caufes  indu- 
cing the  complaint,  or  from  the  conco- 
mitant circumftances.  In  the  prefent  in- 
Itance,  from  the  firft  of  thefe  we  can  de- 
rive no  light ; for  it  did  not  manifeftly 
arife  from  any  particular  cavife.  We  are 
merely  told  that  it  fucceeded  the  giving 
fuck  to  a child  ; during  which  period  the 
menfes,  for  the  moft  part,  are  wanting, 
as  then,  probably  from  an  anaftomohs  of 
veffels,  there  is  a real  abftradtion  of  blood 
from  the  uterus  itfelf.  This  never  could 
be  fuppofed  to  have  any  tendency  in  in- 
ducing an  increafed  difcharge.  If,  there- 
fore, I am  allowed  to  conjecture,  I would 
be  inclined  to  go  farther  back,  and  would 
feek  for  the  caufe  of  it  during  the  Rate  of 
pregnancy  or  delivery.  It  is  well  known, 

L 3 that 
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that  at  thefe  periods  the  condition  of  the 
uterus  and  its  veffels  are  much  affected. 
This,  however,  we  mult  confider  as  mere- 
ly conjecture,  and  muft  endeavour  to  de- 
termine the  queftion  which  we  have  fta- 
ted  on  the  laft  ground,  viz.  from  conco-- 
mitant  appearances.  On  this  ground, 
then,  I propofe  to  take  a view  of  each  in 
order. 

An  uncommon  determination  to  the 
uterus,  the  fir  ft  general  caufe  of  menor- 
rhagia fometimes  arifes  from  particular 
local  affeCtipns.  Such,  for  example,  as 
caufes  retarding  the  flow  of  blood  into  the 
neighbouring  veffels : hence  the  com- 

preffion  of  thefe  veffels  is  an  ufeful  reme- 
dy for  reftoring  obftrucfted  menfes.  More 
frequently,  however,  it  is  the  effeCt  of 
general  fulnefs  : hence  the  menftrual  dis- 
charge is  accelerated  and  increafed  by  high 
and  plentiful  living.  Of  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other,  however,  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  is  there  any  evidence  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe.  The  circulation  through  the 
Inferior  extremities  is  the  fame  as  ufual, 

and 
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and  every  mark  of  general  plethora  is  ab- 
fent.  There  is  no  tendency  to  a drowfy- 
or  lethargic  Bate ; no  general  fenfe  of 
weight  or  fnlnefs ; no  turgefcency,  or  florid 
comple&ion  ; no  great  hemorrhagical  ten- 
dency : On  the  contrary,  from  palenefs, 
delicacy,  and  debility,  there  is  rather  room 
for  fufpedting  inanition.  Hence,  upon 
the  whole,  for  the  fuppofltion  of  an  un- 
common determination  to  the  uterus, 
there  is  very  little  foundation. 

The  fecond  general  caufe  of  menorrha- 
gia which  we  mentioned,  was  an  increa- 
fed  acflion  of  the  uterus.  A peculiar  ac- 
tion of  this  vifcus  I reckon  neceflary  to 
account  for  the  menflrual  difcharge.  Such 
an  action  unqueflionably  takes  place  at 
a certain  period  of  pregnancy ; and  is 
then  the  caufe  of  delivery,  and  of  courfe, 
in  fome  degree,  of  the  lochial  difcharge. 
If,  however,  there  be  fuch  a natural  ac- 
tion, that  it  may  be  fubjected  to  a morbid 
condition,  is  not  to  be  queflioned ; and 
that  this  may  be  attended  with  a preter- 
natural Bate  of  the  difcharge,  both  as  to 

L 4 time 
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time  and  quality,  can  hardly  be  doubted. 
Such  inordinate  action  may  be  confidered 
as  an  affedlion  of  the  nervous  kind.  It 
may  therefore  be  induced  by  all  the  va- 
riety of  caufes  giving  rife  to  thefe ; and 
when  prefent,  will  chiefly  be  indicated  by 
pain  and  irregularity  as  to  the  period  of 
difcharge.  It  is  well  known,  that  tem- 
porary fpafms  and  contractions  beginning 
in  the  uterus,  are  often  propagated  to  the 
neighbouring  parts.  Such  is  always  the 
nature  of  labour- pains,  unlefs  as  far  as 
they  are  the  effects  of  diftention.  Such 
frequently  precede  delivery,  with  people 
of  delicate  habits,  for  a confiderable  time. 
Such  are  often  defcribed  as  attendants  up- 
on the  menftrual  difcharge : and  fuch, 
from  the  defcription  given,  would  feem 
to  be  the  pains  marked  in  the  prefent 
cafe.  I cannot  help  thinking,  therefore, 
that  there  is  a ftrong  prefumption  as  to 
the  exiftence  of  this  caufe : and  when  we 
farther  add  the  fhort  intervals  between 
the  menftrual  difcharge,  this  prefumption 
is  much  corroborated,  efpecially  as  the 

pains 
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pains  are  particularly  fevere  when  it  it 
poflponed  to  more  than  the  ordinary  in- 
tervals. I muft  conclude,  therefore,  that 
here  an  inordinate  adlion  of  the  uterus 
takes  place,  and  probably  to  a degree  fuf- 
ficient  to  account  for  all  the  lymptoms. 

But  the  exiftence  of  this  caufe  does  not 
preclude  others.  It  remains,  therefore,  to 
confider  how  far  the  lalt  caufe  may  be 
concerned,  that  is,  the  want  of  due  re- 
finance to  the  impetus  of  blood  at  the  ute- 
rus. Of  all  the  caufes  of  menorrhagia, 
this  is  perhaps  the  moll  common.  It  is 
induced  by  various  accidents,  either  gi- 
ving rife  to  relaxation  of  the  fyftem  in 
general,  or  of  the  uterus  in  particular.  It 
is  the  produdl  likewife  of  various  morbid 
affedlions  of  the  uterus,  as  cancer,  ulce- 
ration, and  the  like.  When  there  is, 
therefore,  fuch  a multiplicity  of  caufes, 
it  is  not  furprifing  that  it  fhould  fre- 
quently occur.  And  I do  not  doubt  that, 
to  fome  degree,  it  may  take  place  in  the 
prefent  cafe.  Of  this  there  is  even  fome 
prefumption,  from  the  continuance  of  the 

dif- 
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difcharge,  and  from  the  quantity  to  which  ' 
it  occurs ; for  while  the  refiftance  is  con- 
fiderable, inordinate  action  will  never  give 
any  great  difcharge.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  no  reafon  to  prefume  that 
laxity  is  the  foie  caufe  ; otherwife  many  of 
the  prefent  fymptoms  would  be  wanting, 
and  the  patient  would  not  from  thence  be 
affedted  with  pains  fo  diftrefling  to  her. 
There  is  like  wife  fome  prefumption  that 
the  laxity  is  to  no  very  confiderable  de- 
gree ; for  the  patient,  as  far  as  we  can 
learn,  is  not  affedted  with  the  fluor  albus. 
Hence,  although  the  bloody  evacuation  be- 
of  confiderable  continuance,  it  would  ap- 
pear that,  after  the  molt  powerful  caufes 
are  removed,  the  refiftance  to  the  paffage 
of  the  fluids  is  fufficient  to  prevent  any 
other  difcharge  : And  I confider  the  con- 
tinuance of  a difcharge  under  the  form  of 
leucorrhoea  to  be  a ftronger  mark  of  laxity 
than  even  a large  evacuation  of  blood.  Up- 
on the  whole,  then,  my  idea  of  this  com- 
plaint is,  that  it  may  in  fome  degree  de- 
pend upon  diminifhed  refiftance  to  the 
l blood 
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"blood  at  the  uterus ; but  that  it  is  princi- 
pally the  efFed  of  inordinate  action.  Thus 
I would  conlider  it  to  be  in  a great  mea- 
fure  an  affedion  ultimately  depending  on 
the  nervous  influence. 

On  this  fuppodtion,  I mud  own,  I am 
much  at  a lofs  with  regard  to  the  prog- 
nofis.  After  all  attempts  to  illudrate  ner- 
vous afFedions,  praditioners  are  (till  much 
difficulted  with  regard  to  them  ; and  par- 
ticularly refpeding  their  termination  we 
are  totally  in  the  dark.  They  have  no 
fixed  or  determined  courfe  Perhaps,  in 
general,  they  continue  in  proportion  to 
their  feverity ; yet  when  they  are  feem- 
ingly  flight,  they  will  often  be  very  ob- 
flinate,  refilling  all  attempts  to  cure ; 
and  where  they  are  mod  alarming,  they 
will  often  fuddenly  difappear.  I would 
not,  therefore,  be  furprifed,  if  the  reco- 
very of  the  prefent  patient  was  very  fud- 
den ; and  I will  not  be  aflonifhed  if  her  dif- 
eafe  continues  obflinate,  in  fpjte  of  all  that 
can  be  done  to  remove  it.  This  lafl  event 
I reckon,  of  the  two,  the  mod  probable. 

This 


This  difeafe  has  already  remained  for  a* 
confiderable  time,  even  for  the  fpace  of 
feveral  years.  During  that  period,  there 
has  been  no  tendency  to  mitigation  : On 
the  contrary,  rather  an  increafe  of  fymp- 
toms ; and  debility,  naufea,  and  fimilar 
complaints,  are  now  induced  as  fequelae 
of  the  original  affedion.  It  is  farther  to 
be  obferved,  that  lhe  has  already  ufed  ma- 
ny remedies  ; and  we  may  reafonably  pre- 
fume none  of  the  lead:  powerful.  When 
it  has  refilled  thefe,  there  is  lefs  to  be  ex- 
peded  from  others : nor,  on  the  other 

hand,  is  there  any  great  profped  of  a na- 
tural cure.  This  might,  indeed,  be  ex- 
pected at  thofe  times  when  the  fyflem  un- 
dergoes any  great  revolution  ; fuch  as  the 
period  when  the  menfes  ufually  leave  wo- 
men : But  with  our  patient  this  is  proba- 
bly very  far  diftant,  as  lhe  is  but  little  paft 
her  twentieth  year.  There  is  another  cir- 
cumftance  from  which  a natural  cure 
might  be  expeded.  As  we  have  fuppoled 
this  morbid  affedion  to  be  in  a great  mea- 
fure  induced  by  one  pregnancy,  it  might 
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be  removed  by  another.  Were  the  pa- 
tient, in  the  prefent  lituation,  to  fall  with 
child,  it  would  probably  give  fome  tem- 
porary cure : but,  befides  that  her  liuf- 
is  now  dead,  it  appears  that  there  is  very 
little  chance  of  this  even  from  a fecond 
marriage.  Her  complaint  indeed  is,  in 
fome  refpeHs,  not  unfavourable  to  preg- 
nancy ; but  in  others,  very  much  againft 
it.  And  while  the  inordinate  adlion  of 
the  uterus  gives  pains  refembling  thofe  of 
labour,  (he  would  be  conftantly  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  abortion.  Even  preg- 
nancy for  a natural  time,  although  giving 
fome  chance  of  cure,  might  yet  have  very 
oppofite  effects  ; and  in  place  of  removing, 
might  greatly  aggravate  the  difeafe.  Up- 
on the  whole  then,  the  probability,  I 
think,  is,  that  the  prefent  affedlion  will 
be  tedious  at  leaft,  if  the  patient  does  not 
in  a fhort  time  fall  a vi&im  to  it. 

It  will  therefore  naturally  occur,  as  a 
fecond  queftion,  How  far  it  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  dangerous?  and,  I muft  own, 
I am  far  from  being  without  apprehen- 

lions. 
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Eons.  It  is  by  no  means  rare  to  find  this 
.difeafe  terminating  fatally,  from  the  im- 
mediate confequences  of  the  quantity  of 
difcharge  ; and  in  proportion  to  its  confi- 
rm ance,  there  is  always  greater  rifle  of 
this,  as  the  rcfiftance  at  the  uterus  is  of 
courfe  diminifhed.  The  evacuation  hi- 
therto has  not  been  to  fuch  an  extent  as 
to  threaten  any  imminent  danger : but 
more  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  in- 
fluence of  long  continued  evacuation  on 
the  fyftem.  In  this  way  fhe  has  already 
been  greatly  debilitated ; and  by  a conti- 
nuance of  the  difcharge  may  at  lad  fink 
under  it : yet  without  l'ome  fenfible  alte- 
ration of  the  fymptoms,  I would  fain  hope 
that  this  may  not  happen  fuddenly,  and 
that  we  may  at  lead  have  an  opportunity 
of  trying  different  remedies. 

I mud,  however,  obferve,  that  I am 
very  much  at  a lofs,  both  with  refpedl  to 
the  general  plan  of  cure  and  the  particular 
remedies  to  be  ufed.  From  the  view  gi- 
ven of  the  complaint,  I am  inclined  to 
confide r it  chiefly  as  of  the  nervous  kind. 

Hence 
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Hence  it  is  neither  to  be  obtained  by  eva- 
cuants,  which  are  often  a cure  for  hemor- 
rhagy  of  the  a (Rive  kind,  depending  on 
the  Rimulus  of  plethora  ; nor  by  aftrin- 
gents,  the  cure  of  thofe  of  the  pafiive  kind 
which  depend  on  rupture  or  relaxation. 
It  is  not  an  affection  connected  with  any 
Rate  of  the  nervous  fyltem  in  general : 
hence  it  is  not  to  be  removed  by  the  com- 
mon means  of  cure  in  cafes  either  of  mo- 
bility or  torpor.  But  I confider  it  as  an 
affe<Rion  both  local,  and  at  the  fame  time 
peculiar:  hence,  without  farther  know- 
ledge of  the  laws  and  properties  of  the 
nervous  lyRem,  we  muR  be  very  much 
in  the  dark  refpedling  a rational  plan  of 
cure. 

Here  our  inquiries  carry  us  no  farther 
than  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  remedies 
obferved  moR  ufeful  as  reRraining  inordi- 
nate motions.  But  with  many  of  thefe 
there  is  very  great  difficulty  : for  a great 
part  of  them,  to  a very  high  degree,  a<R 
eithei  as  Rimulants  or  fedatives  ; and 
from  both  the  one  and  the  other  of  thefe 

effects, 
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effects,  evils  are  to  be  dreaded.  In  fuch  a 
cafe,  therefore,  I can  hardly,  from  rea- 
foning,  venture  to  affirm  what  will  or  will 
not  agree  with  our  patient ; and  my  prac- 
tice mull  be  regulated  by  trial.  It  was 
on  this  ground  that  I had  recourfe  to  the 
Peruvian  bark.  Among  other  medicines 
taken  by  the  patient  before  ffie  came  un- 
der our  care,  this  alfo  had  been  employ- 
ed, and  had  been  found  productive  of 
good  effe&s.  I thought,  therefore,  that 
by  continuing  and  increaling  the  quanti- 
ty, there  was  fome  chance  of  cure.  And 
this  is  one  of  the  medicines  which,  under 
prudent  management,  may,  1 apprehend, 
be  given  to  a greater  extent  than  is  ufually 
done.  I thought  alfo  of  conjoining  it  with 
fome  more  powerful  ahringent ; and  as 
fuch,  I had  recourfe  to  the  acid  elixir  of 
vitriol : but  neither  one  nor  other  have 
anfwered  to  my  wiffi.  From  the  ufe  of 
the  vitriolic  acid,  lhe  complained  of  fwell- 
ing  in  her  belly  and  increafe  of  pains : and 
from  an  increafed  dofe  of  the  bark,  I find, 
that,  fince  the  laft  report  inferted  in  our 

regilter, 
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regifter,  fhe  complains  of  ftill  greater  in- 
convenience. I do  not  doubt,  that  from 
both  thefe  medicines  fome  inconvenience 

si 

may  have  been  produced;  yet  I can  hardly 
fuppofe  their  effects  to  have  been  fo  great 
as  fhe  is  difpofed  to  reprefent. 

Befides  all  thefe  other  difficulties,  I am 
afraid  we  have  another  to  combat  in  this 
cafe.  I have  no  doubt  refpecling  the  rea- 
lity of  this  patient’s  complaint ; yet  I can- 
not help  thinking  that  fhe  has  a natural 
difpofition  to  aggravate  the  defcription  of 
every  little  alteration,  and  that  fhe  is  of  a 
timorous  and  fufpicious  temper.  Hence 
fhe  will  be  led  to  afcribe  to  medicines, 
effects  by  no  means  following  from  them ; 
and  we  ffiall  probably  find  great  difficulty 
in  getting  her  to  make  a proper  trial  of 
any  medicine.  If,  however,  it  can  be  ea- 
hly  effected,  I ffiall  yet  wiffi  to  make  fur- 
ther trial  of  the  Peruvian  bark  ; and  if  her 
ftomach  will  not  bear  a large  dofe,  I ffiall 
attempt  to  augment  the  quantity  by  fre- 
quent repetition,  I may  perhaps  even  al- 
ter the  form,  or  conjoin  the  prefent  with 

M fome 
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fome  other  preparations  ; as,  for  example, 
a watery  infufion  of  it  in  combination 
with  fome  aromatic,  fuch  as  the  cortex 
aurantiorum.  If  the  Peruvian  bark  fails, 

I have  thoughts  of  trying,  at  the  time  of 
the  difcharge,  the  effe<5Is  of  anodyne  me- 
dicines. Thefe  indeed,  in  the  greateft 
number  of  cafes,  rather  tend  to  augment 
this  difcharge  : at  lead  thofe  of  the  female 
fex,  accuftomed  to  the  frequent  ufe  of 
opiates,  as  well  as  thofe  who  indulge 
in  the  too  frequent  ufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors, have  always  the  menftrual  eva- 
cuation to  a great  degree:  but  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
they  would  have  a contrary  effetfl;  and 
Ihould  it  even  produce  a more  copious 
difcharge,  it  might  yet  be  of  ufe,  as 
giving  relief  of  pain.  From  the  trial  al- 
ready made,  I am  difpofed  to  think,  that 
there  is  more  to  be  expedled  from  fedatives 
at  the  time  of  difcharge  than  from  aftrin- 
gents : yet  during  the  intervals,  I would 
chiefly  look  for  a radical  cure  from  tonics  ; 
and  if  the  bark  ihall  fail,  I have  thoughts 

of 
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of  trying  the  calx  of  zinc,  probably  com- 
bining it  with  fome  articles  diftinguifhed 
by  the  title  of  nervous  medicines,  as  the 
powder  of  valerian.  Should  this  like  wife 
fail,  I would,  I own,  be  difpofed  to  re- 
commend to  the  patient  a trial  of  cold  ba- 
thing ; and  though  it  would  require  cau- 
tious management,  yet  I fhould  not  be 
without  expectations  from  the  ufe  of  it. 
But  from  what  I have  already  faid  of  the 
particular  temper  of  our  patient,  I may 
eafily  propofe  more  remedies  than  we  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  trying. 

Sequel. 

\ 

After  this  patient  had  for  fome  time 
continued  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark, 
the  feverity  of  her  difeafe  was  fomewhat 
abated.  But  as  the  was  averfe  to  the  trial 
of  other  medicines,  and  unwilling  to  con- 
tinue the  bark  to  any  conliderable  extent, 
her  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary  was  dif- 
continued,  without  her  having  obtained 
a complete  cure. 

M 2 
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XIII. 

A Cafe  of  Amenorrhcea , treated  by  Eleflricity. 

C — • — , a woman  in  the  twenty - 

^ fourth  year  of  her  age,  admitted  Ja- 
nuary yth  1777,  complains  of  a trouble- 
fome  cough,  accompanied  with  fcanty  ex- 
pefloration.  She  is  alfo  affefted  with  fla- 
tulency, liftleflhefs,  and  a fenfe  of  weight 
and  oppreflion  about  the  praecordia  ; and 
flie  often  complains  of  headach.  Pulfe 
eighty;  belly  natural  ; appetite  fomewhat 
impaired,  and  her  menfes  are  obftru&ed. 

The  cough  is  of  four  weeks  Handing, 
and  was  attributed  to  cold.  Aflmilar  caufe 
is  faid  alfo  firft  to  have  induced  the  obftruc- 
tion  of  the  menftrual  difeharge,  which  has 
now  continued  for  twenty  months.  Many 
medicines  have  been  ufed  for  the  removal 
of  this  laft  complaint,  particularly  repeated 
blood-letting  and  the  warm  bath.  From 

the  latter  flie  derived  no  benefit ; but  her 

fymptoms 
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1 

fymptoms  were  confiderably  relieved  by 
the  ufe  of  the  lancet. 

Accipiat  ictus  cleBricos  quatuor  ad  gradum 
fextum , ita  ut  jluidum  elect ricum  per  infeno - 
rent  abdominis  partem  ctirfam  teneat.  Et  re - 
petatur  elcBricitas  eodem  modo  ter  in  fepti- 
mana . 

January  18.  She  has  felt  no  inconve- 
nience from  the  electricity  ; and  fhe  thinks 
that  fhe  is  now  lefs  affected  with  the  op- 
prefTioii  at  her  ftomacli : but  there  is  no 
appearance  of  any  return  of  the  menftrual 
difeharge.  Continuetur  eleBricitas , fed  ac- 
cipiat fingulis  vicibus  iBus  duodecim  ad gra- 
dum  fextum.  Nec  non  capiat  omni  no  Be  elixir 
ex  aloe  et  rheo  femunciam. 

January  25.  She  has  not  been  electri- 
fied fince  the  laft  report ; but  fhe  took  the 
elixir  for  four  nights  as  directed.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  her  menfes  appeared,  and 
flowed  to  a confiderable  extent.  She  is 
now  very  little  affeCted  with  the  oppref- 
fion  and  uneafinefs  at  ftomach ; but  fhe 
complains  much  of  the  cough  during  the 
night.  Tntermittantur  medicarticnta  ; fed  ca- 

M 3 pi  at 
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pi  at  mijlura  oleofa  femunciam  quarta  quaque 
bora. 

February  i.  Her  cough  has  been  conti- 
derably  eafier  fince  fhe  began  the  oily  mix- 
ture. There  has  been  no  farther  appear- 
ance of  the  menftrual  difcharge ; but  fhe 
complains  of  pain  in  her  belly,  particu- 
larly about  the  under  part  of  it.  Contl- 
nuetu?'  mlftura  oleofa , Jed  capiat  femunciam 
vefpere  et  mane  tantummodo. 

February  8.  Her  cough  is  almofl  gone, 
and  her  health  in  other  refpe&s  is  pretty 
well  re-eftablifhed.  Appetite  mended; 
heat  natural.  Contlnuetur  mlftura , m an- - 
tea. 

February  15.  She  continues  free  from 
almofl  all  her  fymptoms.  Intermlttatur 
mlftura  oleofa. 

Observations  delivered  March  1. 

"VVlien  this  patient  came  at  prefent  un- 
der our  care,  her  cafe  was  not  entirely  new 
to  me.  She  had  been  my  patient  about 

fix  months  before,  in  the  clinical  ward  in 

the 


v. 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  187 


the  Royal  Infirmary.  Her  complaints 
were  then  in  fome  refpedls  different  from 
thofe  mentioned  in  the  prefent  hiftory. 
At  that  time  fhe  was  affeffed  with  dropfi- 
cal  fymptoms  to  no  inconsiderable  degree. 
She  was  then,  however,  alfo  fubjedt  to 
the  complaint  for  which  fhe  has  at  prefent 
applied  to  ns,  the  amenorrhoea ; for  I 
have  little  hefitation  in  confidering  this  to 
be  the  principal  part  of  her  difeafe.  It 
was,  however,  as  we  have  juft  obferved, 
an  attendant  alfo  of  the  former  affedlion  ; 
and  I was  at  that  time  difpofed  to  confider 
them  as  not  unconnedled.  Then,  I own, 
I was  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  obftruc- 
tion  of  the  menfes  was  the  caufe  of  the 
dropfical  affedtion ; and  that,  from  this 
circumftance,  the  dropfy  would  probably 
be  the  more  obftinate.  How  far  the  af- 
fedlions  were  really  connedled,  may  yet 
perhaps  be  matter  of  doubt.  But  the 
dropfy  was  in  no  long  time  entirely  remo- 
ved ; and,  as  I apprehend,  in  a good  mea- 
fure  from  the  effedts  of  elaterium ; a me- 

M 4 dicine 


1 88  MEDICAL  CASES 


dicine  which  I have  lately  employed  ill 
feveral  inftances  of  dropfy  with  fuccefs. 

After  the  dropfy  was  removed,  I did 
nothing  farther  for  reftoring  of  the  men- 
fes,  than  by  endeavouring  to  ftrengthen 
the  fyflem.  And  as  the  meafures  ufed 
with  this  view  in  the  hofpital  were  inef- 
fectual, I thought  it  improper  to  keep  her 
longer  there,  as  her  health  began  to  fuf- 
fer  in  other  refpecfs.  She  was  therefore 
difmiffed,  in  hopes  that  the  menftrual  dif- 
charge  might  ftill  be  reftored  by  her  far- 
ther recovery  of  ftrength  in  the  country, 
and  by  more  regular  exercife  and  more 
free  air  than  was  to  be  had  in  an  hofpital. 
It  now  appears,  however,  that  thefe  were 
alfo  infufficient  for  the  purpofe : and  be- 
fides  this,  fhe  had  likewife  ufed  for  fome 
months  many  different  medicines,  which, 
although  they  were  fuch  as  might  readily 
have  been  fuppofed  mofl  ferviceable,  were 
yet  ineffectual.  In  this  fituation  fhe  again 
came  under  my  care. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  at 
this  time,  as  well  as  formerly,  the  ame- 

norrhcea 
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norrhoea  was  not  her  only  complaint.  She 
had  for  fome  weeks  been  affected  with  a 
troublefome  cough,  accompanied  with  dif- 
ficult and  fcanty  expectoration.  This  fhe 
afcribed,  and  probably  withjuflice,  to  an 
accidental  cold ; and  it  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  totally  unconnected  with  the  ame- 
norrhcea. 

The  menflrual  evacuation  had  now  been 
wanting  about  twenty  months ; and  I had 
little  hesitation  in  referring  to  this  the  im- 
paired appetite,  liftleffnefs,  oppreffion  at 
the  prascordia,  and  headach,  of  which  fhe 
Complained. 

I own,  from  the  firft  view  I had  of  this 
cafe,  I was  difpofed  to  form  a different 
idea  with  regard  to  the  termination  of  it 
from  what  I do  at  prefent.  In  the  ca- 
tarrhal affection,  unlefs  from  long  conti- 
nuance, I faw  nothing  of  a threatening 
appearance.  I hoped  that  it  might  foon 
be  removed,  or  even  of  itfelf  ceafe.  The 
amenorrhoe a, however,  I conjectured  would 
be  more  obflinate ; and  as  it  had  already 
refilled  Several  of  the  moft  powerful  reme- 
dies, 
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dies,  I had,  I own,  but  little  hopes  of  a 
cure.  This,  therefore,  I confldered  to  be 
the  great  object  of  attention  in  practice. 
I concluded,  that  the  renewal  of  the  dif- 
charge  was  not  to  be  looked  for  from  the 
reftoring  of  general  health ; for  the  pa- 
tient had  now  no  fymptom  of  dropflcal 
tendency  or  marks  of  inanition.  On  the 
contrary,  lhe  was  affected  with  fymptoms 
of  fulnefs  at  the  menftrual  period ; and 
from  thefe  fhe  had  often  obtained  relief  by 
blood-letting.  I inferred,  therefore,  that 
a due  accumulation  in  the  uterus  was  not 
wanting.  I fufpe&ed,  indeed,  it  might 
proceed  from  an  obftru&ion  in  the  pafla- 
ges  through  which  it  ought  to  pafs.  But 
if  it  was  of  this  kind,  it  could  not  depend 
on  a flight  or  transient  caufe,  as,  for  ex- 
ample, fpafm  : And  if  it  arofe  from  a 
fixed  local  caufe,  I could  not  look  for  a 
renewal  of  the  difcharge.  I concluded, 
therefore,  that  the  chief  hopes  of  a reco- 
very were  from  a reftoration  of  that  ac- 
tion of  the  uterus,  which  I fuppofe  necef- 
fary  to  the  menftrual  evacuation. 


With 
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With  this  view, I was  refolved  to  make  the 
prefent  cafe  a fubjed  of  trial  of  eledricity.. 
This  is  a remedy  which,  in  many  of  the 
moft  obftinate  cafes,  has  lately  been  found 
fuccefsful ; and  its  operation  is,  I appre- 
hend, totally  to  be  referred  to  an  adion 
on  the  living  fibres.  It  is  well  known 
how  much  eledricity  does  in  reftoring  fen- 
fibility  and  the  power  of  motion  to  other 
parts.  It  may  therefore  reftore  the  men- 
flrual  flux  in  two  ways  ; either  by  an  im- 
mediate adion  on  the  moving  fibres,  thus 
inducing  that  contradion  which  I fuppofe 
neceflary,  or  by  reftoring  the  capability 
of  motion  at  the  regular  periods.  In  the 
former  cafe,  the  cure  will  be  an  inftanta- 
neous  effed  of  the  operation ; in  the  lat- 
ter, it  will  not  occur  till  it  has  been  ufed 
for  fome  time,  perhaps  even  not  till  after  the 
eledricity  has  been  intermitted.  On  thefe 
principles,  then,  I refolved  to  give  it  a 
full  trial  in  the  prefent  cafe.  And  while 
I perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  it,  I intended  gra- 
dually to  increafe  both  the  number  and 
ftrength  of  the  Ihocks. 


A 
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A flow  of  the  menfes,  however,  did 
not  appear  on  the  firft  exhibition  of  the 
electricity  ; although  it  was  from  the 
hopes  of  exciting  immediate  aCtion,  that 
I had!  directed  that  the  fliocks  fhould 
pafs  through  the  region  of  the  uterus. 
— In  this,  however,  I was  not  much  dil- 
appointed;  for  after  fo  long  an  obftruc- 
tion,  though  an  immediate  flow  might 
have  taken  place,  yet  it  was  hardly  to  be 
expedted.  I refolved,  therefore,  flill  to 
perfift  in  the  ufe  of  it : but  in  this  I was 
unexpectedly  interrupted  from  an  acci- 
dent happening  to  our  machine,  after  the 
patient  had  been  electrified  for  a fhort 
time  only.  I directed,  however,  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  electricity,  in  hopes  of 
having  the  machine  foon  mended : and 
that  1 might  not  in  the  mean  time  feem 
inactive,  I ordered  her  to  have  half  an 
ounce  of  the  facred  elixir  every  evening. 

This  medicine  flie  continued,  without 
the  ufe  of  the  ekClficity,  for  four  nights; 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  menfes  ap- 
peared. as  fhe  imagined,  from  the  medi- 
cine 
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cine  flie  had  then  taken.  But  when  we- 
confider  that  it  is  not  to  be  viewed  as  be- 
ing a medicine  pofTefTed  of  very  aCtive 
powers,  and  that  it  never  even  opera- 
ted as  producing  loofenefs,  there  is  little 
reafon  for  fuppofing  it  was  capable  of  re- 
moving an  affeCtion  fo  obftinate : and,  I 
muft  own,  I fhould  rather  be  difpofed  to 
afcribe  the  refloration  of  the  difcharge  to 
the  preceding  ufe  of  the  electricity ; for, 
where  no  other  medicine  has  been  ufed, 
cures  effected  by  electricity  have  not  ta- 
ken place,  in  fome  inftances,  till  a few 
days  after  it  was  intermitted.  I confider, 
therefore,  electricity,  in  this  inftance,  as 
having  reftored  a difpofition  in  the  uterus 
to  aCtion  ; and  I fuppofe  that  the  flow 
happened  at  a period  when  this  aCtion, 
as  regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  nervous 
fyftem,  fhould  have  naturally  occurred. 

I would  not,  however,  pretend  to  allege, 
that  the  elixir  had  no  influence.  From  its 
aCtion  on  the  inteftines,  particularly  on 
the  reCtum,  it  may  have  had  fome  fhare 
in  inducing  and  fupporting  the  difcharge : 

yet 
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yet  I can  by  no  means  imagine  it  capable 
of  removing  an  obftrudtion  which  has  fub- 
lifted  for  fo  long  a period,  and  which  had 
before  relifted  the  influence  of  the  molt 
adtive  medicines,  efpecially  when  I conft- 
der  the  fmall  extent  to  which  it  was  here 
given. 

But  even  admitting  this  to  be  the  cafe, 
it  yet  affords  no  certain  proof  that  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  flux  was  the  effedt  of  elec- 
tricity. It  is  by  no  means  impoflible 
that  this  may  have  depended  upon  cir- 
cumftances  of  a nature  totally  different, 
with  which  the  patient  herfelf  was  either 
unacquainted,  or  at  leaft  of  which  {he  did 
not  choofe  to  inform  us.  I cannot  there- 
fore pretend  to  fpeak  in  a very  pofltive 
manner : yet  from  all  the  circumftances 
taken  together,  I muff:  imagine  that  the 
reftoration  of  the  menftrual  difcharge  was 
the  effedt  of  eledlricity.  Confidering  it  to 
have  proceeded  from  this  fource,  it  next 
occurs,  as  queftion  of  fome  importance, 
How  far  we  can  look  upon  it  as  a radical 

cure  ? whether  it  be  unneceflary  to  do 

any 
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any  thing  farther  to  fecure  a regular  re- 
turn of  the  menfes  ? or  whether  it  can  be 
confidered  as  obtained  only  for  a fingle 
period  ? I muft  own,  that  with  refpe£t 
to  thefe  particulars  I am  extremely  doubt- 
ful ; I am  rather,  however,  difpofed  to 
hope  favourably  than  otherwife.  I intend, 
therefore,  without  doing  any  thing  far- 
ther with  a view  to  promote  the  menfes, 
to  wait  till  the  ufual  term  of  difcharge  ; 
and  if  it  then  appear,  I will  confider  no- 
thing farther  as  neceflary.  If  it  do  not,  I 
fhall  again  have  recourfe  to  eledlricity, 
and  profecute  the  plan  which  I at  firft  in- 
tended. If  the  eledlricity  induce  a dif- 
charge a fecond  time,  I fhall  be  contented 
with  ordering  a repetition  of  it  for  a day 
or  two  previous  to  the  period  when  the 
menftrual  difcharge  is  expedled.  And  I 
hope  fuch  meafures  may  prove  effedlual 
in  fecuring  a regular  return  of  it.  If  the 
ele&ricity  fhall  entirely  fail,  we  may  yet 
expedl  that  the  difcharge  may  at  times  oc- 
cur ; although,  I muft  own,  I have  little 
hopes  that  it  fhall  ever  become  regular. 

‘ At 
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Ac  the  fame  time,  there  are  other  emme- 
nagogues  which  may  be  tried.  And  with 
' this  view,  we  fhall  probably  put  the  pa- 
tient on  the  ufe  of  the  rubia  tindorum. 
If  that  alfo  fail,  I may  have  recourfe  to 
the  tindure  of  black  hellebore,  pufliing  it 
to  as  great  an  extent  as  I think  can  be 
done  with  fafety  or  prudence. 

i v •'  , * . ; , 

Sequel. 

The  menftrual  diicharge  with  this  pa- 
tient returned  about  the  beginning  of 
March,  and  continued  to  flow  gently  for 
the  fpace  of  three  days.  Soon  after  this, 
as  being  free  from  all  her  fymptoms,  flie 
was  difmifled  from  farther  attendance  at 
the  Difpenfary.  But  not  many  months 
afterwards,  fhe  again  applied  for  afliftance 
at  the  Difpenfary.  She  was  at  that  time 
fubjeded  to  a paralytic  affedion  of  the  in- 
ferior extremities,  the  power  both  offenfe 
and  motion  being  very  confiderably  dimi- 
nilhed.  This  was  alfo  attended  with  an 

obftrudion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge, 

and 
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and  a return  of  her  former  fymptoms. 
The  electricity  was  again  ordered  in  the 
fame  manner  as  before.  It  was  continued 
daily  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  weeks.  Du- 
ring that  period,  the  menftrual  difeharge 
again  returned,  but  not  to  the  ufual  ex- 
tent. The  paralytic  affeCtion  of  her  legs* 
however,  was  entirely  removed:  after 
which  her  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary 
was  difeontinued* 


XIV. 

A Cafe  of  Tinea  Capitis,  treated  by  the  ex  ter * 
nal  Application  of  Corrofwe  Sublimate  Mer - 
cury  and  Verdigrife. 

< 

T) M , a girl  in  the  f xth  year  of 

her  age,  admitted  January  24th  177 7, 
has  over  her  whole  head  a dry  fcabby  erup- 
tion of  a white  colour.  In  general  it  is 
neither  painful  nor  itchy.  She  is  alfo  af- 
fected with  dulnefs  of  hearing.  Her  ab- 
domen is  obferved  to  be  fomewhat  larger 

N tham 
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than  natural ; and  fhe  has  frequently  in 
the  morning  an  inclination  to  vomit. 
Her  belly  is  regular,  and  her  appetite  na- 
tural. 

The  fcabby  incruftation  on  the  hairy  - 
fcalp  firft  appeared  about  the  beginning  of 
lafl  winter  ; and  it  remained  till  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fummer,  when  it  entirely  difap- 
peared.  At  that  time  the  dulnefs  of  hear- 
ing firft  commenced.  The  fwelling  of  her 
abdomen  has  been  obferved  for  two  or 
three  years  ; and  laft  fummer  fhe  palled  a 
long  round  worm  of  the  lumbricous  kind. 
She  knows  no  caufe  for  her  complaints ; 
and  Ihe  has  taken  no  medicines  with  a 
view  to  the  removal  of  them. 

& Mercurii  corroftve  fublimati  granum  u- 
num,folve  in  aqua  fontana  unciis  dua - 
bus , dein  adde  m ica  pan  is  quantitatem 
fujjicientem , ut fat  cataplafma , partibus 
affebiis  capitis  impotiendum . Rcpetatur 
tale  cataplafma  ter  in feptimana . 

February  i.  Several  parts  of  the  dry 

fcurf 
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fcurf  on  her  head  have  fallen  off  fince  the 
application  of  the  poultice  : and  now  Die 
never  complains  of  its  being  itchy. 

Conti  nudur  cataplafma  ut  ante  a , et  capiat 
eras  mane  falls  Glauber i femunciam  in  aqua  fer- 
< Ventis  unciis  fen  folutam.  Repetatur  dofis 
mane  die  Jovis. 

February  8.  The  fairs  have  operated 
well,  and  the  fcurf  on  her  head  is  in  mold 
places  entirely  gone  : but  the  poultice  ad- 
heres fo  firmly  to  the  hair,  that  the  remo- 
val of  it  occafions  ' great  pain. 

Repetatur  fal  Glauber /,  ut  antea . Inter- 
mittatur  cataplafma , et 

& Pulvems  ceruginis  cems  femidrachmam. 

Axungice  porcino?  uncias  duas ; tere  di~ 
ligenter  fimul  ut fiat  unguentum.  Ilina - 
tur  femidrachma  partibus  maxime  af- 
fect! s omni  vefpere  et  mane. 

February  22.  Her  head  has  been  regu- 
larly rubbed  with  the  ointment  fince  the 
laft  report ; and  the  fcabby  eruption  is 
now  entirely  gone : but  ilie  is  Hill  affec- 
ted with  the  dulnefs  of  hearing.  Intermit - 
tat u r unguentum  ex  arugine , applicetur  vefi- 
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catorium  nucha , et  pojlea  fat  fonticulus  ope 
unguenti  epifpaftici 


Observations  delivered  March  i. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient  is  not  totally 
without  difficulty  ; yet  almoft  every  part 
of  the  affedlion  is  obvious.  I can  by  no 
means,  however,  refer  the  whole  fymp- 
toms  to  one  genus.  What  we  may  conh- 
der  as  the  principal  part  of  the  complaint, 
is  the  dry  fcabby  eruption  on  the  head.  In 
affixing  a name  to  this  part  of  the  affec- 
tion I have  no  hefitation.  From  the  feat, 
from  the  appearance,  and  from  the  nature 
of  the  eruption,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in 
pronouncing  it  to  be  an  inftance  of  tinea 
capitis.  This  is  an  affedlion  not  uncom- 
mon, and  frequently  very  obftinate ; info- 
much  that,  after  a certain  (landing,  fome 
are  difpofed  to  rank  it  among  the  incu- 
rable difeafes.  But  although  this  be  the 
mod  confiderable,  it  is  not  the  only  part 
of  the  patient’s  complaint  j and  perhaps  it 
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is  even  that  part  which,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
will  be  the  lead  obftinate. 

This  patient  is  alfo  affeded  with  con- 
fiderable  dulnefs  of  hearing.  This  fymp- 
tom  is  confidered  as  the  charaderiflic  of 
a genus  of  difeafe  among  all  nofologifts, 
under  the  terms  of  Dyfeccea,  Cophofis, 
Surditas,  and  the  like.  And  each  of  thefe 
genera  comprehend  various  fpecies ; which, 
however,  are  to  be  confidered  chiefly  as 
inftances  of  the  difeafe  proceeding  from 
different  caufes.  What  particular  circum- 
dance,  in  the  prefent  inflance,  gives  rife 
to  it,  may  be  confidered  as  matter  of  great 
doubt.  There  is  fome  prefumption,  how- 
ever, that  it  may  have  been  the  effed  of 
the  difappearing  of  the  eruption.  The 
repulfion  of  cutaneous  difeafes  is  enumera- 
ted among  the  caufes  of  a great  variety  of 
affedions ; and  from,  none  are  more  nu- 
merous evils  faid  to  proceed,  than  from 
the  repulfion  of  the  tinea  capitis.  I do 
not,  however,  obferve  that  any  pradical 
author  has  mentioned  deafnefs  as  one  of 

A 

them : but  it  has  been  faid  to  induce  blind- 
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nefs.  And  if  it  occafion  an  affection  of 
one  fenfe,  this  at  leaff  gives  a prefump- 
tion  that  it  may  affedt  another. 

1 would  then,  I own,  be  inclined  to  at- 
tribute the  prefent  deafnefs  to  the  former 
removal  of  the  affection  ; which,  as  far 
we  can  learn,  was  not  the  effedt  of  any 
particular  remedy,  but  a natural  cure. 
Still,  however,  it  may,  I apprehend,  have 
been  productive  of  the  fame  affedtions  as 
if  the  complaint  had  been  removed  by  ar- 
tificial means.  Probably  both  the  one 
and  the  other  produce  other  difeafes,  by 
giving  rife  to  a different  ftate  of  circula- 
tion. 

Befides  thefe  two  difeafes,  it  may  at 
leaf:  be  a queftion,  Whether  this  patient 
be  not  fubjedted  to  a third  ? She  is  ob- 
ferved  to  have  an  uncommon  largenefs  of 
the  abdomen,  and  to  be  affected  with  an 
inclination  to  vomiting,  particularly  in 
the  morning.  In  neither  of  thefe,  fepa- 
rately,  is  there  any  evidence  of  a particu- 
lar affection,  nor  indeed  in  both  of  them 
conjoined.  At  the  fame  time  there  is  little 

reafoq 
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r-eafon  to  think  that  they  are  conneded. 
•with  any  of  the  affedions  already  men- 
tioned. How  far  they  may  be  the  inci- 
pient flare  of  a more  dangerous  difeafe,  is 
hard  to  fay;  but,  as ‘far  as  I can  at  pre- 
fent  judge,  I cannot  look  upon  them  in 
that  light.  I am,  I own,  difpofed  to  -view 
this  as  the  leaft  confiderable  part  of  our 
patient’s  complaint;  and  refpeding  the 
event  of  it  I have  not  the  fmalleft  appre- 
henfion. 

Of  the  two  others,  I am  fomewhat 
doubtful  in  my  opinion.  From  the  tinea 
having  before  yielded,  there  is  ground  for 
a favourable  judgment.  Yet  it  is  an  affec- 
tion not  unfrequently  admitting  of  a tem- 
porary cure;  and,  as  was  the  cafe  when 
it  formerly  difappeared,  it  may  again, 
without  any  obvious  caufe,  return,  fliould 
we  at  prefent  be  able  to  remove  it.  But 
there  is  ftill  greater  reafon  to  be  afraid  of 
the  obflinacy  of  the  deafnefs ; for  fince 
its  firft  commencement,  it  has  fuffered  no 
obvious  remiflion ; and  at  the  fame  time 
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no  manifefl  difeafe  in  the  ear  can  be  dif- 
covered. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  different 
•objedds  are  to  be  had  in  view.  As  I have 
already  obferved,  what  I reckoned  to  be 
the  principal  objedt  of  attention,  was  the 
difeafe  of  the  head  or  the  tinea : and  it 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  that  part  of  the 
complaint,  in  the  treatment  of  which  I 
expected  to  be  moft  luccefsful,  although  I 
look  upon  it  to  be,  in  every  infiance,  an 
obftinate  affeddion.  While  I fay  this,  I 
am  at  the  fame  time  convinced,  that  if 
patients  will  fubmit  to  the  remedy,  there 
is  one  way  by  which  they  may,  in  by 
much  the  greatefd  number  of  inftances,  be 
cured.  And  in  this  way  a cure  is  fre- 
quently effected  by  an  old  woman  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  and  by  ma- 
ny others  in  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, after  the  aid  of  regular  pradditioners 
has  been  tried  in  vain. 

The  principle  upon  which  her  remedy 
adds,  which  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon 
one  with  other  practitioners  in  the  fame 
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ftvle,  is  very  obvious.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  tinea  is  one  of  thofe  cutaneous  affec- 
tions which  is  to  be  confidered  as  a difeafe 
of  the  roots  of  the  hair.  We  may  there- 
fore look  for  a radical  cure  on  one  of  two 
grounds ; either  by  removing  the  difeafed 
parts,  or  by  deftroying  them.  It  is  on 
the  firft  of  thefe  principles  that  the  prac- 
tice to  which  we  now  allude  proceeds. 
The  practice  is  the  application  of  a pitch 
plafter  to  the  head  ; which  is  allowed  to 
remain  fo  long  as  to  be  firmly  impacted 
in  the  hair,  and  then  it  cannot  be  remo- 
ved without  entirely  pulling  thefe  along 
with  it.  On  fuch  removal,  the  cure  from 
this  practice  folely  depends.  Yet  although 
it  be  an  effectual  cure,  it  mull  be  allowed 
it  is  a very  fevere  one ; and  it  is  indeed  fo 
cruel,  that  few  regular  pradlitioners  will, 
I believe,  be  found  to  venture  upon  it. 
It  is  on  this  account,  therefore,  that,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  I have  chofen  rather  to 
dire<ft  my  endeavours  to  the  definition  of 
the  morbid  parts ; and  with  this  view  had 
recourfe  to  corrofive  fublimate : a medi- 
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cine,  the  effe&s  of  which,  as  a peculiar 
ftimulus  on  topical  application,  is  unque- 
dionably  very  great ; and  in  other  inftan- 
ces  of  the  tinea,  I have  feen  it  attended 
with  the  bed  effeCts.  With  the  prefent 
patient,  however,  I cannot  fay  that  its  ef- 
fects have  been  fuch  as  I expected.  At 
the  fame  time,  it  has  been  followed  by 
evident  good  confequences,  at  lead  to  a 
certain  extent ; and  although  it  did  not 
entirely  remove,  has  at  lead  diminidied 
the  affection.  Probably  alro  it  aided  not 
a little  the  medicine  which  was  afterwards 
employed ; for  I found  it  inconvenient,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  to  continue  the  applica- 
tion of  the  corrodve  fo  long  as  I propofed, 
as  it  was  in  fome  refpeCts  productive  of 
more  than  was  intended.  The  poultice  be- 
ing firmly  impacted  in  the  hair,  was  likely 
to  operate  in  the  fame  way  as  apitch  plader. 
This  led  me  to  fubditute  to  the  folution  of 
corrofive  the  ufe  of  the  verdigrife.  This 
application  alfo  is  not  uncommonly  em- 
ployed in  the  prefent  complaint.  From 
the  ufe  of  this  I obtained  a much  greater 
i effeCt 
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effect  than  I expected  : for  in  a week  after 
this  undlion  was  begun,  I found  the  head, 
as  free  from  fcabby  eruptions  as  if  it  had 
never  been  in  fuch  a difeafed  Rate.  I 
would  not,  however,  entirely  aferibe  this 
to  the  verdigrife  ; and  I am  perfuaded, 
that  the  good  effect  refulting  from  it  was 
the  more  remarkable,  in  confequence  of 
the  previous  application  of  the  corrofive. 
But  whether  it  be  from  one  or  other,  or  from 
both  of  thefe  medicines,  we  have  obtain- 
ed, if  not  a permament,  at  leaR  a tempo- 
rary removal  of  this  affection.  And  while 
the  patient  is  in  her  prefent  Rate,  the  next 
object  of  cure  is  the  deafnefs. 

Here,  I muR  own,  I am  fomewhat  at  a 
lofs  on  what  principle  I am  to  proceed; 
chiefly,  as  I am  in  great  doubt  refpecRing 
the  caufe  of  the  deafnefs.  In  the  greater 
number  of  cafes,  however,  we  may  con- 
Rder  deafnefs  as  arifing  from  one  or  two 
fources  ; either  from  the  want  of  free  com- 
munication for  an  impreflion  on  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  auditory  nerves,  or  the 
want  of  due  fenfibiiity  in  the  nerves  when 
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impreffed.  How  far  either  one  or  other 
may  have  any  concern  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
I am  at  a lofs  to  fay : or  if  the  communi- 
cation be  obdnnded,  1 am  entirely  igno- 
rant from  what  particular  caufe  it  arifes. 
I muft  own,  therefore,  that  any  trials 
which  I (hall  make  with  a view  to  the  cure 
are  but  random  ones. 

When  we  confider  that  this  affecdion 
fucceeded  the  cure  of  the  former  eruption, 
there  is  fome  prefumption  that  it  may  have 
been  the  effect  of  a change  of  circulation. 
Hence  there  is  at  lead  one  chance  of  re- 
floration  by  another  change  of  balance. 

s J 

With  this  view,  therefore,  I meant  to  try 
the  effedl  of  fupporting  for  fome  time  a 
running  from  the  neck.  To  this  meafure 
I was  the  rather  induced,  as  I expected 
from  it  fome  good  effects,  as  preventing 
a return  of  the  eruption.  It  will  not  only 
be  a drain  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
parts  formerly  affetded,  but  alfo  produce 
a change  of  determination  in  the  circula- 
tion on  the  furface  of  the  head.  This, 
therefore,  1 confidered  at  lead  as  a reafon- 

able 
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able  trial.  If,  however,  I fhall  find  it  in- 
effedual,  I muft  have  recourfe  to  other 
trials.  And  with  this  view,  I mean  firft 
to  pay  attention  to  the  Rate  of  communi- 
cation for  impreflion. 

There  are  few  meafures,  perhaps,  more 
effectual  for  removing  obftrudions  in  the 
paftage  to  the  auditory  organs,  than  fy- 
ringing  with  warm  water:  and  it  has* 
farther,  the  advantage  of  being  no  impro- 
per method  of  augmenting  fecretion  when 
diminifhed ; and  thus  giving  a proper  con- 
dition to  the  parts  fitted  for  the  commu- 
nication of  found.  If  it  be  in  this  way 
infufficient,  other  meafures  may  be  tried. 
Recourfe  may  be  had  to  the  ftimulus  ; 
which  is  given  by  camphorated  oil  intro- 
duced into  the  ear  from  being  dropped  on 
cotton.  Where  a ftimulus  is  neceflary,  I 
have  been  informed  that  there  is  often  a 
good  effed  from  Burgundy  pitch,  intro- 
duced into  the  meatus  auditorius,  when 
formed  into  fuch  a fliape  as  to  be  readily 
put  into  it.  But  in  order  to  prevent  its 
attachment  to  the  meatus  auditorius,  it 
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muft  be  properly  covered  with  a bit  of 
gauze.  This,  I am  told,  was  frequently 
done  by  an  empyric  fome  time  ago  in  this 
city,  who  confined  his  practice  entirely  to 
the  cure  of  deafnefs ; and  who  is  faid  to 
have  fucceeded  with  this  fimple  remedy, 
where  regular  practitioners  had  failed. 

I muft,  however,  obferve,  that  1 fpeak 
of  this  remedy  only  on  the  report  of 
Others ; yet  1 cannot  help  thinking,  that 
it  is  one  which,  in  fome  cafes,  may  be 
productive  of  inconvenience.  For  not- 
withftanding  the  covering  with  gauze, 
fhould  the  pitch  melt  in  the  ear,  it  may 
give  much  uneafmefs.  And  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  pix  Burgundica  is  one 
of  thofe  articles  in  the  Materia  Medica 
which  is  very  frequently  adulterated.  In- 
deed, the  hiftory  of  the  preparation  of  it, 
as  brought  from  Saxony,  where  this  ar- 
ticle is  prepared,  is  not  well  afcertained. 
Some  imagine  that  it  is  nothing  elfe  but 
common  turpentine  boiled  up.  But  what- 
ever may  be  the  original  compofition  or 
preparation  of  it  in  that  country,  theie  is 

no 
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no  doubt  that  there  are  fome  in  the  habit 
of  making  it  in  Britain,  from  a mixture 
of  turpentine,  with  a proportion  of  rofin. 
From  this  circumftance,  probably,  we  are 
to  account  for  its  having  very  different 
degrees  of  confiftency  ; and  according  as 
its  confidence  is  more  or  lefs  firm,  it  is 
more  or  lefs  apt  to  melt.  Unlefs,  there- 
fore, there  be  reafon  to  prefume  that  it  is 
produdtive  of  good  effedts,  in  another 
manner  than  from  its’  operating  as  a fti- 
mulus,  I fliould  rather  be  difpofed  to  try 
fome  other  pradtice.  As  a ftimulant,  I 
fhould  expect  more  from  camphorated 
oil. 

Perhaps  we  may  confider  the  introduc- 
tion of  garlic  into  the  ear  as  being  in  this 
way  more  powerful  than  either  of  thefe 
articles.  The  fmall  bulbs  of  the  root  of 
garlic,  or  cloves,  as  they  are  called,  are 
frequently  employed  in  this  manner  as  a 
cure  for  deafnefs  by  the  common  people 
of  this  country.  And  fliould  the  trial 
which  we  have  already  propofed  fail  of 
producing  the  defired  effed,  I mean  ra- 
ther 
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tlier  to  try  this  than  the  pix  Burgundies. 
Belides  altering  the  Bate  of  fecretion,  there 
is  alfo  reafon  to  expeCt  fome  effeCt  from  it, 
as  altering  the  fallibility  of  the  nerves : 
for  on  the  want  of  due  fenfibility,  as  we 
have  already  hinted,  rather  than  on  the 
Bate  of  the  palTage,  the  affeClion  may  de- 
pend. And  it  is  with  this  view  that,  be- 
fore difmilling  the  patient,  I have  thoughts 
of  trying,  for  the  cure  of  her  deafnefs* 
the  effeCt  of  electricity.  If  all  thefe  means 
prove  abortive,  I lhall,  I own,  have  but 
little  expectation  of  obtaining  a cure.  And 
however  diltrefling  this  difeafe  may  be,  it 
is  an  affeCtion  which,  in  many  inltances, 
is  neither  to  be  cured  nor  alleviated. 

Of  the  treatment  neceffary  for  the  fwell- 
ing  of  the  belly  and  the  vomiting,  I fay 
nothing;  for  I apprehend  they  will  re- 
quire little  elfe  than  the  regulation  of  diet. 
In  this  manner,  then,  I have  given'  fome 
view  of  the  treatment  already  profecuted, 
and  hereafter  intended,  with  the  prefent 
patient.  Yet  it  is  not  impodible,  that 
from  the  recurrence  of  former  fymptoms, 
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or  from  frefh  appearances,  I fhall  be  obli- 
ged, in  different  particulars,  to  alter  the 
plan  here  propofed. 

s 

Sequel. 

This  patient,  during  her  farther  conti- 
nuance at  the  Difpenfary,  remained  en- 
tirely free  from  any  return  of  the  tinea 
capitis  : And  as,  from  the  employment  of 
the  ilfue,  conjoined  with  the  camphora- 
ted oil,  her  deafnefs  was  confiderably  re- 
lieved, no  farther  trials  were  thought  ne- 
ceffary  for  that  affedtion. 


XV. 

A Cafe  in  which  Anomalous  Symptoms , arifing 
from  an  Intermittent  Fever , were  treated 
by  the  Peruvian  Bark. 

M , a man  aged  twenty-nine, 

by  occupation  a chairman,  admitted 
Feb.  7.  complains  of  obtufe  pain,  andfre- 
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quently  alfo  of  coklnefs,  in  the  fmali  of  his 
back.  It  is  in  general  attended  with  fhi- 
vering.  From  the  fmali  of  his  back  the 
pain  fometimes  extends  acrofs  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  and  occafions,  as  he 
fays,  a temporary  fwelling  there ; during 
which  his  refpiration  is  confidcrably  af- 
fedled.  At  other  times  the  pain  afcend3 
along  the  courfe  of  the  fpine,  and  affecls 
the  mufcles  of  his  neck  to-  fuch  a degree 
as  to  prevent  him  from  moving  his  head. 
It  affefts  alfo  his  jaws,  face,  and  gums. 
In  the  la  It  of  thefe  it  occafions  a tranfitory 
forenefs,  and  has  loofened  fome  of  his 
teeth. 

His  pulfe  is  natural,  his  appetite  is  un- 
impaired, and  his  belly  loofe.  His  urine 
is  fometimes  pale  and  limpid,  at  other 
times  of  a very  high  colour. 

Twelve  weeks  ago,  in  coming  from  the 
harveft  in  England,  he  was  attacked  with 
a pain  in  the  abdomen,  attended  with  vo- 
miting and  purging.  To  thefe  fucceeded 
the  pains  of  which  he  has  ever  fince  com- 
plained, and  by  which  he  is  now  rendered 
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very  weak.  He  imputes  his  complaints  to 
fatigue  in  coming  home.  He  has  taken 
many  medicines  without  any  relief. 

K.  Elixir  guaj acini  volatilis , 

Syrupi  J implicit , Jingulorum  drachmas 
trcs.  M.  Fiat  haujlus  hora  fomni  fu - 

mendus.  Repetatur  omni  nolle* 

\ » 

February  15.  The  draughts  have  gently 
opened  his  belly,  but  have  produced  no 
fweat.  His  pains  are  rather  increafed ; 
and  he  has  been  much  affedled,  fince  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  with  the  {hivering 
and  coldnefs,  which  he  now  thinks  re- 
turns with  increafed  feverity  every  fecond 
day.  Intermittatur  medicamcntum , fed  ca- 
piat hora  feptima  vefpertina  pulveris  Ipeca- 
cuanha fcrupulum  unum  pro  emetico  ; et 

^ Calcis  zinci  gratia  tria. 

Pulveris  Valeria?! a Jylveftris  femidrach - 
mam.  M.  Fiat  pulvis  fumendus  ter  quo- 
tidie . 

, \ 

February  22.  The  vomit  operated  well, 
and  the  powders  gave  no  uneafinefs  : but 
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lie  is  {till  afTe<fted  with  the  {hivering  and 
eoldnefs  returning  ever  fecond  day.  And 
he  obferves,  that  it  is  particularly  fevere 
when  the  wind  is  from  the  eaft.  He  flill 
continues  to  be  frequently  affedted  with 
the  pains  and  with  returns  of  the  fwell- 
ing  of  his  abdomen  as  formerly.  Belly 
natural ; pulfe  94. 

Repetatur  cmcticum  bora  feptima  vefiperti - 
na.  Continuetur  calx  zinci,  fed  coifitent fin - 
git  la  defies  ex  grants  quinque. 

March  1 . The  vomit  operated  well,  and 
he  has  continued  the  powders  regularly. 
The  pains  with  which  he  was  at  firft  af- 
fedled  are  now  much  eafier  : but  for  fe- 
veral  days  pad,  he  has  been  attacked  regu- 
larly every  evening  at  feven  o’clock  with 
a fhivering  fit,  and  has  afterwards  fweat- 
ed  profufely  during  the  night.  Pulfe  84 ; 
belly  regular.  Capiat ,'  bora  quarta  pomeri- 
dianay  pulveris  ipecacuanha  ficrupuhim.  Cras 
mane  capiat  alternis  horis  pulveris  corticis - 
j Peruviam  fcrupulos  duos , douce  uncias  duas 
fiumpfierit. 

March  8.  The  vomit  operated  well,  and 

he 
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!he  has  taken  the  Peruvian  bark  regularly. 
He  has  had  no  return  of  fhivering  for 
thefe  four  days  pad,  and  his  pains  are 
confiderably  eafier : but  he  is  dill  -at  times 
affecled  with  fome  degree  of  dwelling. 
Pulfe  80  ; belly  regular.  Continuetur  cor- 
tex P eruvi anus , fed  capiat  tantummodo  femi- 
drachmam  vefpen  et  inane. 

March  15.  He  continues  much  eader, 
and  has  had  no  return  of  any  Havering 
dt.  Continuetur  cortex  Peruvianus. 

March  22.  Continues  free  from  any  re- 
turn of  the  fhivering  fits ; and  he  is  now 
adedded  with  none  of  his  other  complaints, 
except  fome  dight  remains  of  dwelling 
about  his  face  and  gums.  Let  him  be 
didmided. 


Observations  delivered  April  5. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient,  in  no  very  long 
time,  terminated  favourably  in  our  hands. 
I mud,  however,  own,  that  I fliould  not 
have  been  didpofed  to  give  duch  an  opi- 
nion when  he  came  fird  under  our  care. 

O 3 On 
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On  confidering  the  cafe  of  this  patient,  I 
•was  inclined  to  look  upon  it  as  a lingular 
affedtion  ; and  I acknowledge,  that  I fo 
far  miftook  the  nature  of  it,  as  to  treat  it 
at  firft  in  a manner  which  I would  not 
have  done,  had  I properly  underflood  it. 
In  the  very  accurate  hiflory  of  this  pa- 
tient’s complaints  introduced  into  the  re- 
gifler,  you  will  find  a collection  of  fymp- 
toms  fomewhat  anomalous.  The  chief 
complaints,  however,  were  pains,  attend- 
ed with  fwellings.  But  both  the  one  and 
the  other  were  in  their  nature  tranfitory  ; 
and  beginning  at  a particular  part  of  the 
body,  they  were  propagated  from  thence 
in  different  directions.  They  occafioned 
at  the  fame  time  temporary  affedtions  of 
different  functions,  particularly  refpira- 
tion.  Many,  however,  remained  unaf- 
fedted.  The  appetite  was  unimpaired, 
and  the  pulfe  natural.  Thefe  complaints 
were  referred  by  the  patient  to  a particu- 
lar caufe,  viz.  the  influence  of  fatigue 
from  walking.  From  this  view  of  the 
complaints,  I was,  chiefly,  doubtful  in 

opinion, 
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opinion,  whether  we  ought  to  confider  it  as 
a rheumatic  or  a nervous  affe&ion.  In  the 
fymptoms  here  defcribed,  it  will  not  be 
denied  that  there  is  fome  refemblance  to 
both.  The  temporary  fwellings  were  ra- 
ther in  favour  of  the  fnppofition  of  rheu- 
matifm ; yet  in  the  attack  and  progrefs  of 
the  paroxyfm,  it  had  more  refemblance  to 
a nervous  affedtion  : And  this  fuppofition 
was  in  fome  meafure  corroborated  by  the 
affedtion  of  motion  produced ; for  during 
the  attacks,  at  leafl  after  the  pain  had  made 
a certain  progrefs,  he  was  unable  to  move 
his  head. 

On  thefe  fuppofitions  the  treatment  of 
this  cafe  was  at  firlt  begun.  I had  foon, how- 
ever, reafon  to  fufpedt,  that  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  fuppofition  which  I have  now 
mentioned,  was  well  founded ; and  the 
patient’s  difeafe  put  on  an  appearance 
which  led  to  a different  conjedlure.  He 
was  attacked  with  his  complaints  more 
regularly  at  a determined  hour ; and  the 
fhivering  at  each  attack,  which  had  been 
obferved  even  from  the  commencement, 

O 4 be- 


220  MEDICAL  CASES 


became  more  fevere.  From  this  circum- 
ftance  I was  firfl  led  to  think  that  it  might 
be  an  anomalous  intermittent : and  this 
conjecture  is  fince,  I apprehend,  in  a great 
meafure  verified  by  the  method  of  cure 
which  has  proved  fuccefsful.  Perhaps  few 
difeafes,  with  refpect  to  their  appearance, 
are  fubjecT  to  greater  varieties  than  inter- 
mittent fevers.  Of  this  fufficient  proof 
may  be  had  from  confulting  the  elaborate 
work  of  Mr  Sauvages.  You  will  there  ob- 
ferve  under  how  many  different  forms  all 
the  types  of  intermittents  have  been  con- 
cealed. 

This  fuppofition  is  further  corrobora- 
ted by  another  circumftance  in  the  cafe. 
For  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  is  here 
a probable  caufe  which  might  have  produ- 
ced an  intermittent.  The  patient,  indeed, 
himfelf  afcribed  his  complaints  to  fa- 
tigue. But  immediately  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  difeafe,  he  had  paffed 
the  harveft  in  Lincolnfhire.  The  people  in 
this  country  are  much  in  the  practice  of 
hiring  themfelves  for  the  harveft-work  in 
Lincolnfhire  and  other  fenny  counties; 

from 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  221 


from  whence  they  often  bring  back  inter- 
mittents  : and  to  thefe  they  are  expofed, 
both  from  the  marlhy  (late  of  the  country, 
and  the  feafon  of  the  year.  I confidered  it 
therefore  as  more  probable,  that  the  dif- 
eafe  had  its  origin  there,  than  that  it  arofe 
from  the  fatigue  of  walking  home.  Per- 
haps I may  add,  that  this  is  ftill  further 
corroborated  by  the  method  of  attack.  ' It 
began  with  vomiting  and  purging ; a cir- 
cumftance  by  no  means  unfrequent  at  the 
commencement  of  fevers  of  the  intermit- 
tent kind. 

I mull  own,  however,  even  after  adopt- 
ing this  opinion,  I was  ftill  very  doubt- 
ful as  to  the  prognofis  ; and  at  no  pe- 
riod of  the  affedtion  did  I look  with  any 
confidence  for  fuccefs.  Even  on  the  fup- 
pofition  of  an  intermittent,  I fufpedted 
that  the  complaint  would  be  tedious : 
I fufpedted  this  would  be  ftill  more  the 
cafe,  if  it  fliould  turn  out  to  be  a nervous 
affedtion  ; and  the  opinion  of  its  being  a 
rheumatic  complaint,  was  of  the  three  the 
leaft  probable.  With  refpedt  to  the  ter- 
mination, however,  I was  happily  difap- 
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pointed ; for,  from  the  practice  adopted 
in  intermittents,  the  patient  foon  reco- 
vered. 

I muft,  however,  obferve,  that  even  yet 
there  is  no  abfolute  fecurity  as  to  the  cure ; 
for  during  the  fpring  feafon,  in  particu- 
lar, intermittents  are  apt  to  recur.  But 
Ihould  the  patient  again  apply  to  us  from 
fuffering  a relapfe,  we  need  not  be  alarm- 
ed ; for  after  the  difeafe  has  yielded  fo  ea- 
fdy  already,  we  may  entertain  hopes  in 
future  that  it  will  not  prove  obftinate. 
And,  at  any  rate,  fpring-intermittents,  if 
the  fymptoms  be  moderate,  are  by  no 
means  dangerous  affe&ions  ; and,  for  the 
moll  part,  as  the  feafon  advances,  they 
difappear  even  without  medical  aid. 

Our  pra&ice  with  this  patient  was  at 
different  times  conduced  on  very  different 
plans ; which  was  folely  the  effedl  of  un- 
certainty, and  I muft  even  acknowledge  of 
miftakes,  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe.  On  the  fuppofition  of  rheuma- 
tifm,  I began  the  patient  with  the  ufe  of 
the  elixir  of  guaiacum  j a remedy  of  which 
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I have  had,  oftener  than  once,  occafion  to 
{peak,  and  from  which,  in  forne  inftances 
of  chat  affection,  I have  feen  the  heft  con- 
fluences. On  the  complaints,  however, 
of  the  prefent  patient,  it  had  no  effedl ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  accefhon  became 
more  regular.  This  led  me  to  the  opinion 
that  the  affe&ion  was  of  the  nervous  kind; 
and  imagining  that  the  pains  might  be  the 
effect  of  periodical  fpafm,  I had  recourfe 
to  the  calx  of  zinc.  That  we  might  be 
more  certain  of  its  adlion,  I premifed  to 
its  ufe  the  employment  of  an  emetic. 
Thefe  medicines,  however,  were  not  'at- 
tended with  any  better  effect : And  at 
length  the  regularity  of  the  fits  continuing 
with  increafed  {hivering,  I was  led  to  the 
opinion  of  its  being  an  anomalous  inter- 
mittent. On  this  fuppofition,  I refolved  on 
the  trial  of  the  common  cure,  the  Peruvian 
bark.  Even  fuppofing  the  affe<5tion  to  be 
of  the  nervous  kind,  I was  of  opinion  that 
it  would  not  be  produ&ive  of  any  bad  ef- 
fect ; and  if  it  was  an  intermittent,  I had 
good  ground  to  hope  for  a cure.  The 
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event,  as  I have  already  obferved,  verified 
this  conjedlure ; and  the  patient,  by  the 
nfe  of  the  bark,  was  foon  freed  from  all 
his  fymptoms.  I did  not,  however,  reckon 
it  prudent  immediately  to  intermit  the  ufe 
of  the  bark ; for  by  this  means  fuch  fe- 
vers are  frequently  buffered  to  relapfe,  when 
that  would  not  otherwife  be  the  cafe.  I 
continued  him  therefore  with  the  ufe  of  it 
for  fome  time  after  the  fymptoms  were  in 
a great  meafure  ended;  yet  I gave  him 
only  a dofe  every  morning  and  evening. 
During  all  this  time  there  was  no  fymp- 
tom  of  a relapfe  : I reckoned  it  therefore 
unneceffary  that  he  Ihould  continue  at- 
tendance any  longer.  And  as  I have  not 
fince  heard  of  him,  I prefume  he  conti- 
nues in  perfedt  health. 

Sequel. 

This  patient  continued  free  from  all  the 
fymptoms  with  which  he  had  been  affedled, 
and  returned  to  his  ufual  employment  of  a 
chairman ; in  the  exercife  of  which  he 
continued  at  the  end  of  fever al  months  in 
perfedt  health. 
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xvr. 

A Cafe  of  Dyfphagia , cured  by  the  ufe  of 
Elcffricity. 

W , a married  woman,  in  the 

thirty-firft  year  of  her  age,  admitted 
February  14,  1777,  complains  of  difficult 
and  painful  deglutition,  efpecially  on  at- 
tempting to  fwallow  any  folid  aliment. 
This  occafions  fo  much  uneafinefs,  that  for 
thefe  fix  months  pafl  flie  has  not  eat  any 
thing,  but  has  lived  entirely  upon  food  in 
a fluid  flate ; which  fhe  can  fwallow  with- 
out much  inconvenience.  Upon  infpecR- 
ing  the  fauces  nothing  can  be  feen.  But 
flie  thinks  that  fhe  can  feel  two  finall  vefi- 
cations  or  ulcerated  fores  at  the  root  of  her 
tongue.  Her  pulfe  and  belly  are  natural, 
and  her  menfes  regular. 

She  was  firft  affeUed  with  this  com- 
plaint about  twelve  months  ago,  without 

any 
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any  evident  caufe.  Not  long  after  it  firfl 
began,  a tumour  appeared  in  her  throat, 
which  fuppurated,  and  foon  again  difap- 
peared.  Since  that  time  fhe  has  been  af- 
fected with  fimilar  tumours,  which  have 
always  gone  ofl  without  coming  to  fuppu- 
ration.  She  has  taken  mercury  to  a very 
confiderable  extent;  and  likewife  many 
other  medicines,  with  the  nature  of  which 
flie  is  unacquainted.  But  fhe  has  derived 
no  benefit  from  any  of  them. 

Eliciantur  Jem  tills  eleftrica  e faucibus  ex- 
ternis  ter  in  feptimana , et  capiat  omni  nolle 
tinllura  fuliginis  drachmas  duas  bora  decu- 
bitus. 

February  22.  She  has  fome  ficknefs  at 
ftomach,  from  the  tinftura  fuliginis.  She 
has  been  thrice  electrified  fince  the  15th; 
and  flie  thinks  that  Ihe  can  now  fwallow 
with  more  eafe ; but  fhe  ftill  complains  of 
conftant  pain  in  her  throat. 

Intermittatur  tinttur a fuliginis , continuetur 

elellricitas  ut  antea. 

March  1.  The  electricity  has  been  re- 
gularly continued.  She  ftill  complains  of 

the 
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the  pain  in  her  throat ; but  fhe  now  fwal- 
lows  folid  food  with  much  more  eafe  than 
flie  has  done  for  thefe  fix  months  paft. 
She  now  complains  much  of  uneafinefs  and 
fwelling  at  her  ftomach  from  wind,  which 
returns  every  day  about  noon. 

Continuetur  eleffricitas  ; et 

& Tinliura  aromatic <z  nnciam  unam, 

Aquce  merit h<e  piperitidis  uncias  quatuor . 
M.  Capiat  femunciam  quotidie  hora  un - 
' decima  ante  meridiem . 

March  8.  She  ftill  continues  to  fwal- 
low  with  much  more  facility  than  former- 
ly, and  her  ftomach-complaints  have  been 
confiderably  eafier  fince  fhe  began  to  ufe 
the  mixture ; but  fhe  is  ftill  much  affe<5ted 
with  the  pain  in  her  throat.  Continuentur 
medicamenta. 

March  15.  She  is  now  free  from  her 
ftomach- complaints,  and  fhe  fwallows  fo- 
lid food  with  very  little  difficulty.  But 
fhe  ftill  complains  of  fome  fixed  pain, 
which  is  now  chiefly  confined  to  the  left 
fide  of  her  neck. 


In- 
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Intcrmittatur  miftura . Continuetur  eleclri- 
citas ; et  illinatur  oleum  camphor atum parti  do- 
lenti  cervic’iSy  omni  mane  et  vefperc. 

March  29.  She  did  not  get  the  campho- 
rated oil,  as  was  ordered;  and,  as  {he  has 
been  for  fome  time  in  the  country,  the 
electricity  has  been  omitted.  She  has  now 
no  difficulty  in  fwallowing  ; but  {he  {till 
complains  fomewhat  of  the  fixed  pain  in 
her  throat. 

Intermittatur  cleciricitas  ; fed  utatur  oleo 
camphorato  ut  antea  u.  a. 

Observations  delivered  April  12. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient,  both  in  its 
nature  and  appearance,  is  very  peculiar. 
The  affedtion  confifts  of  one  fymptom 
only,  difficult  deglutition.  Tins  is  well 
known  to  occur  as  a fymptom  in  various 
difeafes  ; and  it  is  in  particular  often  ob- 
ferved  in  cynanche. 

But,befides  this,  it  is  confidered,  in  molt 
nofological  fyftems,  as  conftituting  a par- 
ticular genus  of  difeafe  by  itfelf.  In  the 
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fyftem  of  Mr  Linnaeus,  it  is  termed  Aglu- 
titio  j in  that  of  Vogel,  Oefophagifmus. 
But,  of  all  the  nofologifts,  the  mold  minute 
and  accurate  account  of  it  is  given  under 
the  article  of  Dyfphagia  by  Sauvages.  To 
this  genus  he  has  referred  no  lefs  than  nine-* 
teen  different  fpecies  ; all  of  them  inftan- 
ces  in  which  difficult  deglutition  arofefrom 
different  caufes:  Yet  the  defcription  of 
none  of  them,  by  any  means,  correfponds 
to  that  in  the  cafe  now  before  us.  Of 
thefe  fome,  as  the  paralytica,  afford  ex- 
amples of  its  proceeding  from  want  of 
the  moving  power ; others,  as  fpafmodica, 
from  the  effed  of  flridure  occurring  in 
the  effort  to  fwallow : and  all  the  others 
arife  from  fome  particular  local  affedion 
about  the  pharynx  or  oefophagus.  He  has 
mentioned  no  one,  however,  which  was 
the  mere  effed  of  pain  in  the  adion  of 
fwallowing  without  any  obvious  caufe ; 
and  that,  too,  where  the  pain  was  fo  fitu- 
ated  that,  if  there  was  any  local  affedion, 
it  muft  neceffarily  have  been  vifible.  As 
far,  however,  as  our  obfervation  went,  no 
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obvious  affeflion  could  here  be  difcovereth 
The  patient  herfelf,  indeed,  alleged  that 
Ihe  had  a feeling  in  her  throat  refembling 
that  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from 
a vehcation : and  a gentleman  who  had 
eccalion  to  treat  this  patient  before  Ihe 
came  under  our  care,  thought  that  at  one 
time  he  could  difcover  fomething  of  this 
kind.  Yet  although  fuch  might  then  have 
exiited,  I can  have  little  doubt  that  they 
had  difappeared  before  fine  came  under  out' 
care. 

At  the  time,  therefore,  when  we  began 
the  treatment  of  this  patient’s  cafe,  we  are 
to  confider  her  as  fubjefted  to  difficult  de- 
glutition, not  from  obftrudlion,  but  from 
pain  ; and  that  pain,  too,  arihng  from 
parts  which  were  vffible  on  infpedling  the 
fauces,  and  feemed  to  be  affected  with  no 
apparent  difeafe.  I have  never  before  had 
occahon  to  treat  any  cafe  where  the  fymp- 
toms  were  limilar  to  the  prefent:  and 
here,  1 apprehend,  there  is  no  room  for 
entertaining  any  fufpicion  as  to  the  reality 
of  the  affection.  The  patient  could  have 

no 
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ho  object  either  in  deceiving  us,  or  thofe 
under  whofe  care  flie  had  been  before  we 
treated  her  ; and  Ihe  fliowed  no  indication 
of  that  Rate  of  mind  which  would  lead 
. her  to  deceive  herfelf.  Beftdes  this,  pre- 
vious to  her  coming  under  our  care,  flie 
had  been  fubjeff  to  difeafes  of  the  throat; 
in  which,  on  different  occafions,  the  fymp- 
toms  were  obvious.  Thefe  are  defcribed 
in  the  hiftory  before  us,  according  to  the 
account  given  by  the  patient  herfelf.  I 
may  now,  however,  add,  that  in  the  former 
fore  throats  there  was  fomething  which 
flie  did  not  mention  to  the  gentleman  who 
drew  up  the  hiftory.  Although  flie  be  a 
woman  of  a decent  appearance,  yet  her 
former  fore  throats  were  venereal.  It  was 
on  this  account  that  flie  had  taken  the 
mercury  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  ; which, 
although  it  healed  the  ulcerations  in  the 
throat,  had  no  effeft  in  removing  the  par- 
ticular pain  on  deglutition. 

As  to  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  difeafe, 
then,  I have  little  doubt  that  it  derived  its 
origin  from  a venereal  infection,  and  from 
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that,  too,  as  inducing  a venereal  fore  throat. 
Yet  I reckon  it  to  be  a matter  of  very  great 
uncertainty,  how  far  it  could  properly  be 
eonfidered  as  a venereal  fymptom,  when 
we  began  the  treatment  of  this  cafe  : that 
is,  how  far  it  could  be  viewed  as  Hill 
depending  on  the  venereal  virus.  I mull 
own,  that  as  it  had  already  refilled  mercury, 
and  as  there  were  no  obvious  appearances, 
I was  inclined  to  confider  it  in  a different 
light.  From  the  circumflanee  of  the  pa- 
tient being  able  to  fwallow  liquids  and 
not  folids,  it  is  evident  that  the  pain  was 
not  given  by  the  effort  to  fwallow ; for 
with  a bolus  of  a proper  fize,  lefs  effort  is 
required  than  in  the  deglutition  of  fluids. 
Accordingly,  it  is  not  unfrequent  in  the 
angina,  that  patients  have  more  pain  in 
fwallowing  fpittle  than  folid  food  : altho* 
there  are  certain  flates  of  the  inflamed 
parts  in  which  the  pain  mufl  arife  from 
the  touch  of  any  folid  ; and  then,  pro- 
bably, it  arifes  from  the  augmented  fenfi- 
bility  of  the  nerves,  in  confequence  of  their 
being  put  upon  the  flretch. 
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I confidered  the  prefent  cafe,  then,  altho* 
of  a different  nature,  yet  to  be  in  fome 
meafure  analogous  to  this.  I viewed  it  as 
an  inRance  of  an  increafed  fenfibility  of 
the  pharynx,  from  a peculiar  Rate  of  the 
extremity  of  the  nerves ; and  I fuppofed 
this  Rate  of  the  nerves  to  have  arifen  there 
from  the  venereal  affedlion  to  which  thefe 
parts  had  been  formerly  fubjedl.  This, 
then,  is  my  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Were  I to  give  a name  to  it,  I could 
only  refer  it  to  the  dyfphagia  of  Mr  Sau- 
vages ; and  to  the  different  fpecies  which 
he  has  enumerated  I would  add  another, 
under  the  title  of  Dyfphagia  Dolorofa. 
But  how  far  either  the  name  is  proper,  or 
the  conjedlure  well  founded,  may  perhaps 
be  matter  of  doubt.  I am  far  from  alle- 
ging that  the  fuppofition  now  fuggeRed 
is  founded  on  any  certain,  or  even  very 
probable  grounds.  I am  fenfible  that  it 
is  not  only  liable  to  may  difficulties,  but 
that  there  are  other  fuppofitions  on  which 
the  phenomena  might  be  explained.  Yet, 
after  attentively  confidering  the  cafe,  1 was 
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led  to  adopt  the  prefent  conjecture,  as  what- 
teemed  to  me  lead  improbable.  And  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  by  the  effects 
of  the  treatment,  and  the  termination 
which  it  already  feems  to  have  had,  the 
conjeCture  has  been  infome  degree  verified ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  nothing  occurred 
during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  to  lead  me 
to  alter  this  opinion. 

I muft  own,  that  when  this  patient  came 
under  our  care,  I was  very  doubtful  as  to 
the  termination  of  this  cafe.  I was,  how- 
ever,  by  no  means  difpofed  to  form  a 
favourable  judgment:  for  fuppofing  the 
conjecture  to  be  well  founded,  no  affec- 
tions are  more  varied,  as  to  their  termina- 
tion, than  thofe  of  the  nervous  kind  : they 
will  fometimes  yield  in  the  mod  unexpected 
manner  ; and  at  other  times  will  remain 
obdinately  fixed  without  alteration,  while 
even  the  mod  powerful  medicines  have 
been  employed.  When  therefore  it  had 
already  continued  fo  long,  I did  not,  I 
own,  look  for  any  fudden  change  for  the 
better  ; and  I imagined,  that  if  fuch  a 

change 
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change  did  happen,  it  would  be  from  the 
difeaie  turning  out  to  be  of  a different  na- 
ture from  what  I expedled.  But,  without 
that  being  the  cafe,  it  has  now,  I hope, 
had  a termination  more  favourable  than  I 
looked  for.  I would  not,  however,  pofi- 
tively  affert  that  this  patient  is  already 
radically  cured ; yet  from  the  recovery 
being  fo  me  what  gradual,  I cannot  help 
thinking,  that  there  is  a better  chance  of 
its  being  permanent.  And  at  the  fame 
time  I muff  own,  that  I am  difpofed  to 
afcribe  it  to  the  treatment  to  which  our 
patient  was  here  fubjebled. 

Concerning  the  plan  of  cure  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  this  cafe,  I was  no  lefs  uncertain 
than  with  regard  to  the  prognofis.  Yet  I 
refolved  to  try  fomething  on  the  idea 
already  fuggefted  refpedting  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe.  It  will  perhaps  feem  ffrange, 
that  with  this  view  I Ihould  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  elecff  ricity ; a remedy  well  known 
to  be  of  fmgular  utility  as  augmenting  fen- 
lability.  From  this  circumftance  it  might 
ke  concluded  very  ill  adapted  to  a cafe  in 
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which  I fuppofed  the  fenfibility  to  be  mor- 
bidly increafed.  I have,  however,  already 
oftener  than  once  obferved,  that  1 confider 
the  power  of  eledtricity  as  a medicine  to 
be  as  yet  neither  thoroughly  underflood 
nor  properly  explained.  For  my  own 
part,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  difcover 
the  adtion  of  electricity,  I am  perfuaded, 
that  it  is  not  more  ufeful  in  augmenting 
nervous  energy  where  it  is  deficient,  than 
in  reftoring  to  a natural  condition,  when 
it  is  morbidly  affedted  in  other  refpedts. 
In  what  manner  it  produces  fuch  a change, 
I cannot  pretend  to  fay,  at  leaft  with  any 
degree  of  confidence.  On  this  fubjedt,  how- 
ever, I have  fometimes  indulged  myfelf  in 
conjedtures ; and  thefe  I fhall  not  fcruple  to 
fubmit  to  your  confideration.  I confider 
morbid  fenfibility  as  depending  on  one  of 
two  circu  infiances  ; on  the  ftate  of  the  fen- 
tient  extremities  of  the  nerves,  or  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  nervous  fluid.  I cannot  help 
thinking  that  electricity  may  have  fome 
influence  on  both.  Tt  will  affect  the  ftate 
of  the  extremities,  from  adting  as  a fti- 
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mulus  to  moving  fibres.  It  will  affect 
the  Bate  of  the  nervous  fluid,  as  every 
ftimulus,  applied  to  the  extremity  of  the 
nerves,  muft  communicate  its  effects  to 
the  origin.  And  by  this  means  it  may 
alter  the  ftate  of  action  in  the  brain  in  ge- 
neral, or  at  leaft  in  that  part  of  the  brain 
furnifhing  fecreted  fluid  to  the  nerves  mor- 
bidly affected.  For  I am  difpofed  to  think, 
that  the  brain  is  to  be  confidered,  not  as 
one  fecreting  organ,  but  as  a colledtion  of 
fecreting  organs ; and  that  the  fluid  fepa- 
rated  at  one  time,  which  is  conveyed  into 
different  nerves,  may  not  poflefs  the  fame 
general  properties. 

It  was  in  expectation  of  fuch  effects  that 
I thought  of  employing  it  with  the  prefent 
patient.  When  I firfl:  directed  it,  how- 
ever, I had  fome  idea  that  the  pain  might 
alfo,  in  fome  meafure,  depend  on  a fpaf- 
modic  affection  : and  it  was  on  this  ac- 
count that,  as  an  antifpafmodic,  I ordered 
the  tindlura  fuliginis  : But  from  the  pain 
being  to  fome  degree  conftant,  and  from 
the  patient  not  complaining  of  any  parti- 
cular 
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cular  fenfe  of  ftridure,  I was  at  laft  led  ta 
drop  this  opinion  ; and  as  the  tindura 
fuliginis  occafioned  ficknefs  at  ffomach,  I 
omitted  it,  employing  the  eledricity  alone. 
Here  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  I 
employed  eledricity  in  the  way  of  fparks 
only  ; as  it  is  in  this  manner  that  it  exerts, 
principally  its  adion  on  the  extremities  of  ’ 
the  nerves  ; and  this  was  the  effed  chiefly 
wanted  in  the  prefent  cafe.  Even  the  firfh 
trials  feemed  to  produce  fome  good  effed; 
and  from  continuing  it  for  the  fpace  of  a 
fortnight  only,  fhe  fwallowed  more  eafily 
than  flie  had  done  for  fix  months  before. 
She  became,  however,  at  this  time  affeded 
with  periodical  complaints  from  wind  in 
her  ffomach.  But  this  I confldered  as 
merely  an  accidental  circumffance,  and 
nnconneded  with  the  difeafe  already  men- 
tioned. Yet  I thought  proper  to  order  for 
this  complaint  a mixture  of  the  tindura 
aromatica  with  peppermint-water,  which 
in  a fliort  time  was  attended  with  the  de- 
fired  effed ; and  by  the  continuance  of  the 
eledricity,  the  patient  is  now  entirely  free 

from 
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from  any  difficulty  in  fwallowing,  info- 
much  that  I have  not  thought  it  neceffary 
to  continue  it  any  longer.  As,  however, 
ffie  Bill  complains  of  fome  fixed  pain,  I 
have  ordered  fridlion  of  the  parts  exter- 
nally with  camphorated  oil,  which  I hope 
may  foon  remove  it.  But  as  this  patient 
lives  at  a confiderable  diflance,  and  is  now 
gone  to  her  own  habitation,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  we  fliall  after  this  hear  much  with 
regard  to  her.  This,  probably,  will  only 
happen  if  there  be  a return  of  the  affec- 
tion. And  if  we  hear  nothing  to  the  con- 
trary, I think  we  may  infer  that  fhe  con- 
tinues in  good  health. 

Sequel. 

, ' ‘\ 

This  patient,  after  returning  to  her  huf- 
band’s  houfe,  which  was  at  the  diBance  of 
feveral  miles  from  Edinburgh,  continued 
for  a fliort  time  the  fridtion  with  the 
camphorated  oil.  The  fixed  pain  gradu- 
ally went  off,  and  flie  had  no  occafion  to 
pfe  any  other  medicine. 

XVII, 
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XVII. 

A Cafe  of  Paralyfis , treated  by  Electricity. 

w—  S , a boy  aged  fix,  admitted 

February  18.  1777,  1S  afFe&ed  with 
almoft  the  total  lofs  of  the  power  of  mo- 
tion of  his  right  hand.  His  right  leg  is 
alfo  much  affedted  in  a fimilar  manner. 
The  hand  and  foot  are  fomewhat  incurva- 
ted ; but  the  fenfation  of  the  parts  affedted 
is  not  much  diminiflied.  His  pulfe  is  na- 
tural, his  belly  rather  bound,  and  his  ap- 
petite fomewhat  impaired. 

He  has  laboured  under  thefe  paralytic 
fymptoms  for  near  five  years  paft.  He 
was  at  that  time  affedted  with  fmall-pox, 
and  foon  after  with  the  chincough  and 
mealies.  Thefe  difeafes  were  very  fevere; 
and  to  thefe  fucceeded  the  prefent  affec- 
tion, which  has  continued  with  very  little 
variation  ever  fince. 

For 
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For  the  removal  of  the  prefent  complaint 
he  ufed  no  medicines. 

Accipiat , ter  in  feptimana , iElus  elettricos 
quatuor  ad  gradnm  fecundum , et  eliciantur 


fcintilla  eleElricts  e latere  dextero . 

March  1 . The  electricity  has  been  re- 
gularly continued,  and  he  moves  both  his 
leg  and  arm  with  greater  eafe  fince  it  was 
begun  ; and  his  mother  thinks  that  the 
affected  arm  is  now  fomewhat  more  plump 
and  full  than  it  was  before  the  electrical 
fparks  were  drawn  from  it. 

Continuetur  eleElricitas  ^ fed  accipiat  ftngulis 
• vicibus  iElus  eleElricos  fex  ad  gradum  tertium. 

March  8.  He  now  moves  his  arm  with 
much  greater  facility  than  formerly.  Con- 
tinuetur eleElricitas , et  accipiat  ictus  0EI0  ad 
gradum  tertium  Jingulis  vicibus . 

March  15.  He  continues  to  recover  gra- 
dually the  power  both  of  his  arm  .and  leg. 
Continuetur  eleElricitas , et  accipiat  iEi'us  duo - 


decim  ad  gradum  tertium. 

March  22.  Continues  daily  to  gain 
more  power  of  motion  in  his  arm.  And 
he  walks  both  with  much  greater  eafe  and 

firm- 
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Ermriefs  than  before.  Continuetur  clettri- 
citas , ct  ac  tipi  at  itius  quindecim  ad  graduni 
lertium. 

March  29.  Continues  to  recover.  Con- 
tinuetur elcclricitas , ut  antea. 

April  5.  Continues  to  recover.  Conti- 
nuetur eletiricitas. 

April  12.  Continues  to  recover  both 
flrength  and  motion  in  the  affe&ed  fide, 
and  feels  no  inconvenience  from  the  elec- 
tricity. Continuetur , et  accipiat  fingulis  vici- 
bus  ictus  quindecim  ad  gradum  quartum 

Observations  delivered  April  19. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  affords  us  an 
evident  example  of  a difeafe  with  regard  to 
which  there  is  no  room  for  doubt.  In  the 
affetftion  to  which  this  patient  is  fubjefled, 
we  have  an  evident  inftance  of  paralyfis. 
With  this  patient  the  power  of  motion 
merely  is  diminillied,  and  the  fenfibility 
very  little  affedled ; while,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  circulation  is,  in  a great  meafure,  in  its 
natural  date  in  the  affedled  part ; and  thefe 

parts 
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£arts  are^very  little,  if  in  any  perceptible 
degree,  wafted.  At  the  fame  time,  however, 
the  extent  of  the  difeafe  is  by  no  means 
inconiiderable.  For  here  both  the  leg  and 
arm  of  the  right  fide  are  affe&ed  to  an 
equal  degree ; and  as  this  Jofs  of  motion  is 
not  accompanied  with  a want  of  fenfibi- 
lity,  which  is  the  only  thing  that  could 
lliow  evidently  an  affection  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  fide,  we  may  conclude,  that 
the  difeafe  extends  to  the  other  parts  alfo, 
and  that  the  paralyfis  is  really  what  may- 
be called  Hemiplegia. 

By  fome,  hemiplegia  is  confidered  as  a 
genus  of  difeafe  by  itfelf.  But  if  the  term 
is  at  all  to  be  ufed,  it  may,  I apprehend, 
with  greater  propriety  be  employed  for 
diftinguifhing  a particular  fpecies  only  of 
the  genus  Paralyfis. 

In  the  prefent  cafe  you  will  readily  con- 
clude, that  both  for  giving  a prognofis, 
and  for  condu&ing  the  practice,  feveral 
queftions  are  fuggefted.  And  one  of  the 
firfl  and  principal  in  the  prefent  inftance 
is,  Whether  the  lofs  of  motion  proceeds 
3 from 
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from  an  alteration  of  the  condition  of  the 
medium  which  conducts  fenfe  and  motion^ 
or  of  the  channels  by  which  that  medium 
is  conveyed .?  On  the  fuppofition  that  the 
latter  is  the  cafe,  it  is  next  to  be  confidered, 
Whether  it  depends  on  erofion,  compref- 
' fion,  or  any  other  caufe  ? And  fuppofing 
compreflion  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  whether  that  compreflion  be  at  any 
part  in  the  courfe  of  the  nerves  or  at  their 
origin  ? My  conjedure  refpeding  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  is,  that  the  caufe  is  of  a compli- 
cated nature.  Here  the  difeafe  feems  evi- 
dently to  have  derived  its  origin  from  a 
long-continued  fucceflion  of  preceding  af- 
fections. This  patient  was  attacked  with 
the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  and  chincough, 

Ifucceeding  each  other  at  very  fhort  inter- 
vals ; and  by  thefe  he  was  left  in  the  pre- 
fent  fituation.  Probably  this  ftate  has 
been  rather  occafloned  by  their  having 
given  rife  to  compreflion,  than  by  any 
other  means.  That  this  compreflion,  how- 
ever, does  not  ad  on  the  nerves  in  their 
courfe,  is  fufficiently  proved  from  the  ex- 
tent 
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tent  of  the  difeafe.  It  would  feem,  that 
the  operation  is  confined  to  one  hemifphere 
of  the  brain.  And  there  probably  it  adts 
as  altering  the  Rate  of  fecretionby  that  he- 
mifphere ; or,  in  other  words,  by  giving 
a condition  of  adtion  of  that  hemifphere, 
furnifhing  a nervous  fluid  with  lefs  than 
the  natural  degree  of  mobility. 

This  conjedture,  with  regard  to  the 
caufe  of  the  paralyfis,  in  the  prefent  in- 
flance,  would  not  lead  us  to  a favourable 
prognofis;  efpecially  when,  with  a patient 
at  a period  of  life  when  the  conflitution  is 
fubjedted  to  fo  many  changes,  it  has  alrea- 
dy fubfifled  for  feveral  years.  By  natural 
means,  however,  the  compreflion,  if  it  do 
exift,  may  yet  be  removed.  And  if  this  be 
effedted  from  a reftoration  of  a due  adtion 
of  the  brain,  the  difeafe  may  be  completely 
cured.  But  even  without  this,  by  artificial 
means  it  may  yet  admit  of  being  alleviated. 
And  it  is  with  fuch  a view  that  l have  put 
the  prefent  patient  on  the  ufe  of  electricity. 
For  I imagine,  that  although  the  caufe  of 
the  complaint  remain,  yet  the  adtion  of  the 

brain 
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brain  may  be  fo  far  altered,  as  to  give  at 
lead  a greater  degree  of  mobility  to  the 
nervous  fluid  than  it  has  at  prefent.  And 
this  I willi  to  eflfedt,  both  by  fhocks  adling 
upon  the  fyflem  in  general,  and  by  fparks 
drawn  from  the  affecfled  parts  giving  a 
peculiar  ftimulus  to  the  extremity  of  the 
nerves,  and  from  thence  communicated  to 
their  origin. 

Our  patient  has  now  continued  the  elec- 
tricity for  fome  time,  and  it  has  unqueftion- 
ably  been  fo  far  productive  of  good  effects. 
The  arm  has  even  in  fome  meafure  changed 
its  external  appearance.  It  is  fomewhat 
more  plump  and  full  than  formerly,  and 
with  this  has  recovered  a confiderable  de- 
gree of  motion.  I may,  however,  obferve, 
that  the  motion  is  as  yet  by  no  means  com- 
pletely recovered,  and  that  the  progrels 
was  greater  at  firft  than  it  has  been  for 
fome  time  paft. 

Notwithftanding  what  has  been  done, 
therefore,  there  is  fome  reafon  to  fear  that 
the  prefent  is  one  of  thofe  indances  where 
although  from  the  firft  appearances  there 

were 
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were  flattering  hopes,  yet  the  ele&ricity 
will  not  be  fufficient  entirely  to  remove 
the  difeafe.  I cannot  help  thinking,  that 
this  in  fome  degree  corroborates  my  con- 
jecture refpeCting  compreflion  of  the  brain 
being  the  original  caufe ; for  this  is  an 
affeCtion  which  electricity  cannot  rea- 
dily remove.  And,  while  this  compref- 
preflion  remains,  although  the  action  of 
the  hemifphere  of  the  brain  affected  may 
be  in  a great  meafure,  yet  it  cannot  be  en- 
tirely, reftored.  If,  however,  he  continue 
to  attend  regularly,  I lhall  yet  be  difpofed 
to  ufe  this  remedy  for  fome  length  of  time, 
and  that,  too,  without  any  other  mode  of 
cure  being  conjoined  with  it,  principally 
that  I may  fee  what  can  be  done  in  this 
cafe  by  electricity  alone.  If,  however,  I 
find  that  it  makes  no  farther  progrefs,  I 
have  next  thoughts  of  recommending  an 
iffue  in  the  neck ; by  which  there  is  tome 
chance  at  leaft  of  removing  ferous  com- 
preflion from  the  brain.  And,  indeed,  if 
the  compreflion  be  of  any  other  kind  we 
can  hardly  now  expeCt  a removal  of  it. 

Q The 
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The  prefent  is  alfo  a cafe  where  fomething 
may  be  expelled  from  fternutatories.  But  I 
confider  the  patient  as  at  too  early  a period 
of  life  for  a trial  of  any  ftrong  medicines  of 
this  kind.  And  the  fame  circumflance  is 
alfo  an  objection  to  a mercurial  courfe.  In 
cafe  of  the  failure  of  the  means  already 
fuggefled,  then  I {hall  probably  difmifs 
this  patient ; recommending  it  to  him  to 
make  trial  of  other  remedies,  when  he  is 
better  able  to  bear  them. 

Sequel. 

The  electricity  was  continued  for  a few 
weeks  longer,  and  the  patient  was  then 
difmiffed,  without  any  other  medicine 
being  ufed.  His  complaints  were  not 
entirely  gone,  but  very  confiderably  re* 
lieved. 


XVIII. 
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XVIII. 

f 

A Cafe  of  Diarrhoea  attended  r with  bloody  fools , 
treated  by  different  Afringents . 

M—  - L , a woman  aged  fifty,  ad- 

mitted March  7,  1777,  i®  affe<5led 
with  frequent  dejections  of  feculent  mat- 
ter in  a diluted  ftate.  The  ftools  are  fome- 
times  flreaked  with  blood,  and  attended 
with  pain  in  her  bowels.  She  alfo  com- 
plains of  tenefmue  and  flatulency  ; and  fhe 
is  frequently  affeCted  with  headach  : when 
fhe  ufes  vegetables  in  food,  fhe  obferves, 
that  for  the  mofl  part  they  are  difcharged 
undigefted.  Her  pulfe  is  natural,  and  her 
appetite  unimpaired;  but  fhe  is  affedted 
with  thirft,  particularly  during  the  night; 
and  her  fkin  feels  more  dry  than  natural : 
her  tongue,  however,  is  moift.  She  has 
had  no  menftrual  difcharge  for  thefe  fix 
years  paft. 

0.3 


Her 
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Her  prefent  complaints  began  about  nine 
months  ago,  and  fhe  imputes  them  to 
cold.  She  has  taken  many  medicines, 
but  flie  has  derived  very  little  relief  from 
them. 

r>  Infufi  Japonici  uneias  fex. 

Laudani  liquidi  guttas  quadraginta. 

Syrupi /implicit  unciam  imam.  M.  Capiat 
unciam  unam  omni  nodle  hora  J'omniy 
iicc  non  capiat  omni  mane  decofli  Cam - 
pechenfis  uneias  quatuor. 

March  22.  Has  taken  her  medicines 
regularly,  from  which  fhe  feels  no  uneali- 
nefs  at  ftomach.  Her  ftools  are  now  lefs 
frequent,  and  Ihe  is  lefs  affeaed  with  tenef- 
mus  than  formerly.  The  matter  difehar- 
ged  does  not  now  contain  any  mixture  of 
blood;  but  fhe  hill  difeharges  much  flime. 
Continucntur  me  die  amenta. 

April  5.  She  has  taken  no  medicines 
for  thefe  eight  days  pah,  and  her  loofenefs 
is  now  as  frequent  as  it  was  before.  There 
is  a very  great  difeharge  of  (limy  mattei , 
but  no  blood.  Her  pulfe  is  about  eighty 
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in  the  minute,  but  with  frequent  inter- 
miffions;  which,  however,  do  not  occur 
regularly.  She  is  affected  with  much 
third: : and  although  her  tongue  be  clean, 
yet  it  is  more  dry  than  formerly. 

Intermittatur  decoclum  Campcchenfe.  Con- 
tinue tur  infufum  Japonicnm , nt  ante  a ; et 

& Pulveris  rhei  fcrupulum  unum . 

Magncfuz  alba  femidrachmam . M.  capiat 
dofin  hora  odlava  matutina , alt  ends 
diebus. 

April  12.  She  has  dill  frequent  loofe 
flools ; but  {he  has  difeharged  almoft  no 
{lime  lince  fhe  began  the  powders,  and 
{he  is  in  other  refpedts  eaher.  Continuentur 
medicament  a* 

April  19.  Her  loofe  ftools  have  been 
rather  increafed  in  frequency  for  fome 
days  pad,  and  llie  complains  of  being 
more  affedled  with  ficknefs  at  domach. 

Intermitt antur  medicamenta  ; et 
& Laudani  liquidi  guttas  fexaginta. 
Tinfiura  rhei  uncias  quatuor. 

0^4  Syrups 
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Syrupi  Jimplicis  unci  as  duas.  M . 

capiat  femunciam  omni  node  bora 
fomnh 

April  26.  The  loofenefs  is  confiderably 
abated  (ince  (he  began  her  mixture. 

Continuetur  mijlura  ut  antea . 

Observations  delivered  May  16. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient,  with  refpedt 
to  its  name,  may  be  the  fubjedt  of  fome 
difpute.  This  is  not,  however,  fo  much 
from  any  difficulty  concerning  its  nature, 
as  from  the  different  fenfes  in  which  the 
fame  terms  have  been  adopted.  There  are 
fome  who  confider  gripes,  tenefmus,  and 
bloody  (tools,  as  always  conftituting  dyfen- 
tery.  And  in  this  fenfe,  we  would  neceffa- 
rily  beftow  that  appellation  on  the  prefent 
affection.  By  the  term  Dyfentery,  however, 
I would  wiffi  to  underhand  a particular  fe- 
brile affection,  depending  on  a fpecific  con- 
tagion. Of  fuch  an  affection,  in  the  pre- 
fent cafe,  there  is  no  room  for  entertaining 

any 
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any  fufpicion  : and  in  the  fenfe  in  which 
I would  adopt  the  term,  1 have  little  diffi- 
culty in  pronouncing  the  difeafe  of  the  pre- 
fent  patient  to  be  a Diarahoea. 

The  thirfi  and  parched  fkin  which  here 
occur,  are  the  natural  confequences  of  a 
ferous  difcharge  from  the  fyftem ; while 
tenefmus  and  bloody  flools,  as  far  as  they 
do  take  place,  are  merely  the  effects  of  an 
abraded  ftate  of  the  inteftines.  The  want 
of  the  menftrual  difcharge  for  thefe  fix 
years  paft,  is  to  be  confidered  as  the  natu- 
ral ftate  of  the  fyftem  : for  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  before  this  difcharge  ceafed, 
our  patient  had  arrived  at  her  forty-fourth 
year ; a period  before  which  it  is  not  un- 
common that  women  ceafe  to  menftruate. 

In  the  hiftory  of  her  difeafe,  there  is  in- 
deed one  circumftance,  which  would  lead 
fome  to  confider  the  affection  as  being 
fomewhat  complicated  ; that  is,  the  ftate  in 
which  vegetable  matters  are  difcharged  by 
ftool.  We  are  told,  that  when  thefe  are 
employed  in  aliment,  they  come  off  undi- 
gefted.  This  has  been  by  many  confidered 
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as  conftituting  a particular  genus  of  dif- 
eafe  ; and  in  molt  nofological  fyftems,  it  is 
diflinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Lienteria.  I 
apprehend,  however,  that  it  is  improperly 
confidered  as  a feparate  genus ; and  1 can- 
not help  thinking,  that  Docflor  Cullen  has 
followed  the  befi  plan  in  conjoining  it  with 
the  diarrhoea.  The  prefent  inftance  even 
affords  arguments  for  fuch  a conjunction: 
for  here  the  lienterical  affection  holds  only 
in  a partial  manner;  and  although  the 
diarrhoea  be  of  long  (landing,  this  fymp- 
tom  has  never  gone  to  any  great  height. 

Refpecting  the  termination  of  this  cafe, 
I am  not  entirely  without  apprehenfion.  I 
cannot,  indeed,  as  yet  fay,  that  it  has  had 
any  confiderable  influence  on  the  fyftem. 
The  patient  is  neither  much  weakened, 
nor,  to  appearance,  of  an  exhaufted  habit. 
It  has,  however,  already  fubfffted  for  fome 
confiderable  length  of  time,  and  during 
that  period  has  refilled  the  effects  of  va- 
rious medicines : of  the  nature  of  thefe, 
indeed,  we  have  not  been  able  to  receive 
information ; but  there  are  many  probable 

grounds 
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grounds  for  prefuming,  that  they  have  not 
been  the  leaf!  powerful.  Since  {lie  came 
under  our  care,  various  articles  have  been 
ufed,  without  the  effed  of  producing  much 
change  on  her  complaint.  And  with  re- 
gard to  this  difeafe,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  it  is  one  which  is  apt  to  become  habi- 
tual to  the  fyftem.  When  this  is  the  cafe* 
there  is  both  greater  difficulty  in  the  cure, 
and  greater  caution  is  requifite  in  the  con- 
dud  of  it ; as  fudden  means  of  checking 
the  difeharge  are  often  followed  by  difa- 

greeable  confequences. 

In  fuch  a cafe  as  the  prefent,  therefore, 
the  objed  is  to  bring  about  rather  a gra- 
dual than  a fudden  cure ; and  in  attempt- 
ing this  in  the  prefent  inftance,  many  re- 
medies, we  are  told,  have  been  employed. 
Here,  after  the  difeafe  has  been  of  fo  long 
continuance,  there  is  little  reafon  to  fu- 
fped  any  particular  caufe  affording  irrita- 
tion by  which  adion  may  be  induced ; or 
at  leaft,  if  fuch  an  irritating  caufe  exifted, 
I could  not  imagine  it  of  that  nature  which 
could  be  removed  by  art. 


In 
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In  the  prefent  inftance,  then,  I confi- 
der  the  difeafe  to  be  the  effedt  of  an  in- 
creafed  difpofition  to  action,  and  aug- 
mented fecretion  by  the  inteftines.  At 
the  fame  time,  this  augmented  fecretion 
does  not  feem  to  be  the  effect  of  increa- 
fed  determination  to  the  inteftines : for 
of  this  there  is  no  evidence  from  the  ftate 
of  the  pulfe,  of  heat,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumftance.  I would  therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  confider  the  affection  before  us  as 
principally  proceeding  from  a relaxed  and 
irritable  ftate  of  the  inteftines ; and  the 
cure  of  it  muft  depend  on  medicines  capa- 
ble of  reftoring  the  proper  tone,  which 
will  have  at  the  fame  time  the  effedt  of  di- 
minifliing  their  irritability.  This  laft  is 
an  end  which  is  moft  immediately  ob- 
tained, atleaft,by  fedative  medicines.  And 
thefe,  in  the  prefent  affedtion,  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  good  confequences.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  obferved,  that  although,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  I do  not  fufpedt  any  par- 
ticular irritation  to  fubftft  conftantly  here ; 
yet  fuch  may  be  occafionally  generated. 

And 
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And  from  the  Rate  of  the  bowels  now  de- 
fcribed,  I may  naturally  fuppofe  there  will 
occur  a remarkable  difpofition  to  acidity; 
of  which  accordingly,  at  different  times, 
evident  indications  have  appeared. 

It  is  on  thefe  general  principles  that  I 
have  already  had  recourfe  to  the  different 
medicines  which  have  been  ufed  with  this 
patient  fince  the  came  under  our  care ; par- 
ticularly to  the  lignum  Campechenfe,  the 
fuccus  Japonicus,  and  rhubarb,  as  aflrin- 
gents  and  tonics ; to  magnefia  as  an  ab- 
lorbent,  and  to  liquid  laudanum  as  a fe- 
dative.  From  all  thefe  the  patient  has 
obtained  at  leaf!  a temporary  relief ; and 
they  would  probably  have  had  more  effedt, 
if  flie  had  continued  to  take  them  regu- 
i.  rly  without  intermillion.  From  inatten- 
tion in  this  refpedt,  however,  after  her  com- 
] laints  were  fomewhat  abated,  fhe  had 
j gain  a fevere  return.  But  fince  that,  by 
the  ufe  of  rhubarb,  conjoined  with  a final! 
proportion  of  liquid  laudanum,  they  are 
again  confiderably  abated.  And  if  under 

this 
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this  Ihe  continues  to  recover,  I {hall  not 
think  of  changing  it. 

If,  however*  the  loofenefs  ftill  continues 
obftinate,  it  is  my  intention  to  try  with 
this  patient  a medicine  which  I have  ufed 
but  little,  that  is,  the  gum  kino ; an  aftrin- 
gent  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  which 
has  not  yet  found  its  way  into  the  greateft 
part  of  the  modern  pharmacopoeias  : and 
what  I think,  indeed,  fomewhat  ftrange,  it 
has  not  even  a place  in  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Suecica,  which  I confider  to  be  one  of  the 
beft  pharmacopoeias  yet  extant.  Upon  the 
authority,  however,  of  trials  related  by 
Do6lor  Fothergill,  which  are  published  in 
the  London  Medical  Obfervations,  it  has 
had  a place  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco- 
poeia ; and  as  it  is  found  to  make  a very 
elegant  tindfure,  I have  thoughts  of  trying 
it  in  that  ftate.  Should  this  alfo  fail,  I 
have  thoughts  of  employing  with  this  pa- 
tient the  Peruvian  bark,  at  the  fame  time 
conjoining  it  with  a fmall  proportion  of  an 
opiate;  and  from  one  or  other  of  thefe 
means  I am  difpofed  to  hope  for  a good 

effe<5h 
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effed.  I mud,  however,  obferve,  that  in 
the  removal  of  the  prefent  affedtion,  much 
depends  on  carefully  avoiding  exciting 
caufes.  And  by  cold  producing  a deter- 
mination to  the  inteftines,  or  by  acrid 
matter  fupporting  irritation  there,  every 
other  meafure  will  be  rendered  abortive. 
I confider  therefore  the  cure  here  as  de- 
pending more  upon  attention  and  regula- 
rity on  the  part  of  the  patient,  than  on  any 
practice  which  we  can  employ. 

Sequel. 

Under  the  ufe  of  the  mixture,  with  the 
tin&ure  of  rhubarb,  this  patient’s  loofe- 
nefs  continued  confiderably  diminifhed. 
And  her  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary  was 
foon  afterwards  difcontinued,  without  any 
other  medicine  being  tried. 


XIX. 
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XIX. 

. 4 - .1  I 

/ 

A Cafe  of  Venereal  Gonorrhoea  ; with  an  in- 
quiry, Whether  Gonorrhoea  depends  on  in- 
fectious matter  of  the  fame  kind  with  that 
* which  produces  Syphilis , or  on  an  infettious 
matter  of  a different  kind. 

R } in  the  forty-third  year  of 

his  age,  admitted  March  25,  1777,  is 
affe&ed  with  a difcharge  of  whitifh  vifcid 
matter  from  the  urethra.  He  complains 
alfo  of  much  ardor  urinae,  and  is  affe<5ted 
with  a flight  degree  of  phymofis.  The 
inflammation  attending  it,  however,  is  but 
very  inconfiderable,  and  the  prepuce  little 
thickened.  He  is  alio  frequently  troubled 
with  ftrangury  j pulfe  and  heat  natural» 
belly  bound. 

He  firft  perceived  the  running  about  a 
fortnight  ago.  The  other  fymptoms  have 
lince  fupervened. 

He 
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He  afcribes  his  difeafe  to  venereal  infec- 
tion ; but  he  is  not  certain  of  the  particu- 
lar time  at  which  he  received  it. 

He  has  taken  no  medicine  except  a 
gentle  purgative,  from  which  he  thinks  he 
derived  fome  relief. 

^ Pulveris  falls  nitri , 

gummi  Arabic! , fingulorum  fcru- 

pulum  unum.  M.  f Pulvis  quater  in- 

dies fumendus. 

April  5.  The  running  Rill  continues. 
The  heat  of  urine  is  as  much  as  before  ; 
and  he  thinks  that  there  is  rather  more 
fwelling  and  inflammation  at  the  point  of 
the  penis. 

Continuetur pulvis  nitrofus , ut  antea;  fed  ca- 
piat , eras  mane ^ falis  Glauberi  drachmas  decern 
in  aqua  ferventis  uncias  fex  folutas.  Et  ite - 

rum  repetatur  talis  dofis  mane  die  fovis. 

April  12.  The  falts  operated  well ; and 
the  fwelling  and  inflammation  at  the  point 
of  the  penis  are  confiderably  diminilhed. 
He  is  alfo  lefs  affedled  with  the  ardor  uri- 
nx ; but  the  running  ftill  continues.  In- 

R ter - 
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fittnittantur  medicament  a,  et  capiat  omni  vef- 
pere  et  mane  puller  is  corticis  Peruvian's  ftmi- 
drachmam. 

April  19.  The  running  is  confiderably 
abated,  fince  he  began  the  life  of  the  Peru- 
vian L^rk  ; and  he  is  now  but  little  af- 
feded with  the  ardor  urinae.  Continuetur 
cortex  P cruvianus , at  antea. 

Observations  delivered  April  23. 

Refpeding  the  difeafe  with  which  this 
patient  is  affeded,  there  is  no  room  for  en- 
tertaining any  doubt.  There  can  be  no 
hefitation  in  pronouncing,  that,  when  he 
came  under  our  care,  he  was  affeded  with 
a gonorrhoea  virulenta,  or  that  peculiar  dif- 
charge  from  the  urethra  which  is  the  con- 
fequence  of  venereal  infedion.  This,  in 
the  cafe  before  us,  occurred  in  the  moft 
fimple  date,  without  any  appearances  indi- 
cating an  affedion  of  any  other  kind.  And 
if  it  be  not  now  entirely  removed,  it  is  at 
lead  fo  far  relieved,  that  it  is  produdive 

of  very  little  incovenience  to  him.  I will 

not 
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not,  indeed,  from  this  pretend  to  fay,  that 
the  difcharge  may  not  yet  continue  for 
fome  time:  yet,  I apprehend,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  in  pronoucing  a favourable  prog- 
nofis.  And,  indeed,  unlefs  farther  appear- 
ances take  place,  I fhould  confider  farther 

treatment  as  unneceffary  ; or  at  leaft  I 

# a / 

fhould  imagine,  that  it  is  only  hereafter 
requilite  that  the  patient  fhould  manage 
himfelf  with  a proper  degree  of  caution 
refpedling  regimen. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  I have  not 
employed  many  medicines ; and  at  the 
fame  time,  thcfe  were  chiefly  meant  with 
the  intention  of  obviating  fymptoms. 
Although  I am  difpofed  to  think,  that 
fome  of  them  have  had  a tendency  to  pro- 
duce a radical  cure ; yet  I look  on  the  re- 
covery to  have  been  more  the  work  of  na- 
ture than  of  art.  This,  you  will  obferve, 
was  a treatment  very  different  from  what 
I fhould  have  been  obliged  to  follow  in 
any  cafe  of  the  fyphilis.  This  naturally 
leads  us  to  the  confideration  of  the  que- 
ftion,  How  far  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis 

R * are, 
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are,  as  has  generally  been  fuppofed,  to  be 
confidered  merely  as  different  modifications 
of  the  fame  difeafe  ? 

It  has  lately  been  the  fubjedt  of  debate, 
Whether  the  human  race  are  fubjedted  to 
one  venereal  difeafe  only,  or  to  two  dif- 
ferent aftedtions  ? This  queftion  I had 
lately  occaficn  to  mention;  but  at  that 
' time  I could  enter  no  farther  into  the  con* 
troverfy,  than  barely  to  point  out  the  ge- 
neral heads  on  which  thedifpute  is  founded. 
I hope,  however,  that  no  apology  is  necef- 
fary  for  taking  a more  full  view  of  what  I 
then  laid  upon  this  fubjedt ; efpecially  as 
it  may  be  confidered  as  a queftion  which 
is  not  merely  a matter  of  fpeculation,  but 
connedted  with  pradtice.  And  if  I fhall 
be  able  to  render  it  probable  that  the  dif- 
eafes  are  in  reality  different,  it  will  at  leafl 
be  a comfortable  refledtion  for  thofe  la- 
bouring under  a gonorrhoea  merely,  to 
think  they  are  not  from  thence  liable  to  be 
affedted  with  fyphilis.  I am,  indeed,  far 
from  imagining,  that  any  thing  I can  fay 

upon  this  fubjedt  will  afford  fatisfadtory 

evi- 
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evidence  that  the  difeafes  are  in  reality 
different.  Yet  I mud  own,  after  confider- 
ing  this  queftion,  1 am,  of  the  two,  rather 
inclined  to  this  opinion.  And  I fhall  now 
prefent  you  with  the  arguments  by  which 
I have  been  led  to  adopt  this  fentiment. 
Before  mentioning  thefe,  however,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  take  notice  of  what  is  faid  in  flip- 
port  of  the  oppofite  doctrine ; and  to  en- 
deavour to  refute,  or  at  leaft  to  invalidate, 
thefe  arguments.  In  fupport  of  the  opi- 
nion that  the  virus  in  gonorrhoea  and  fy- 
philis  are  the  fame,  many  arguments  are 
advanced.  The  four  following,  however, 
may  be  confidered  as  thofe  on  which  the 
principal  ftrefs  has  been  laid. 

1.  It  is  obferved,  that  both  gonorrhoea 
and  fyphilis  are  very  generally  confe- 
quences  of  the  fame  remote  caufe,  that  is, 
communication  with  an  infedted  female. 

2.  It  is  afferted,  that  from  a fingle  in- 
ftance  of  expofure  to  infection,  a patient 
will  be  fubjedted  to  both  the  difeafes. 

3.  It  is  maintained,  that  from  the  fame 
female,  and  at  the  fame  time,  one  fhall  be 

R 3 a£- 
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affedled  with  fyphilis,  and  another  with 
gonorrhoea. 

And,  4.  it  is  contended,  that  an  affec- 
tion, beginning  as  a gonorrhoea,  will,  in 
confequence  of  improper  treatment,  be 
converted  into  fyphilis. 

Thefe  arguments  muft,  at  firft  fight,  ap- 
pear to  be  very  convincing  ; and  if  they 
be  well  founded,  to  the  full  extent  here 
mentioned,  they  would  neceffarily  eftablifh 
the  doctrine,  that  the  two  difeafes  depend 

on  the  fame  infectious  matter.  On  accu- 
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rate  examination,  however,  they  will,  I ap- 
prehend, by  no  means  be  found  fo  con- 
clufive  as  is  in  general  imagined.  Admit- 
ing  fome  of  them  to  be  ftriCtly  true,  the 
conclufion  by  no  means  follows,  that  the 
matter  of  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis  are  the 
fame  ; and  refpedting  the  others,  it  will 
not  be  denied,  that  there  is  at  leaf!  room 
for  deception.  To  evince  this,  however, 
it  is  neceffary  to  take  a more  particular 
view  of  them. 

That  both  difeafes,  in  by  much  the 
greatefl  number  of  infiances  at  lead,  pro- 
ceed 
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cecd  from  the  fame  remote  caufe,  cannot 
be  doubted  ; and  with  males  they  may 
be  confidered  as  principally,  if  not  even 
folely,  derived  from  infedlion  commu- 
nicated by  fome  female.  This,  however, 
is  by  no  means  a fufficient  proof  that 
both  of  them  are  of  the  fame  nature.  And 
indeed  this  may  be  confidered  as  merely  a 
confequence  of  both  difeafes  being  chiefly 
feated  in  the  organs  of  generation.  But  it 
it  is  not  more  unnatural  to  fuppofe  two  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  infectious  matter  particu- 
larly adfing  on  thefe  organs  than  one.  And 
this  is  no  more  an  argument  that  the 
matter  of  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis  are  the 
fame,  than  might  be  ufed  to  prove  that 
the  matter  of  the  fmall-pox  and  itch  are 
the  fame.  For  while  the  two  former  dif- 
eafes are  chiefly  obtained  in  confequence 
of  contadt  by  the  organs  of  generation, 
the  two  latter  chiefly  arife  from  contact 
by  the  furface.  From  the  remote  caufe, 
then,  nothing  farther  can  be  inferred  than 
that  both  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis  are  the 
£ffedt  of  adtual  contadt.  And  contadt  is 
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capable  of  inducing  both  fyphilis  and  go- 
norrhoea, when  the  matter  is  applied  in 
other  ways  than  by  application  to  the  organs 
of  generation.  Wherever  the  matter  of  the 
fyphilis  is  properly  applied  to  abforbents, 
as  from  fuckling  an  infected  child,  from 
cutting  a finger  in  opening  a bubo,  or  the 
like,  fyphilis  is  produced.  Application  of 
the  matter  of  the  gonorrhoea  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  the  organs  of  generation, 
is  not  fo  frequent.  But  in  proof  of  the  ef- 
fects refulting  from  this  alfo,  there  are,  I 
apprehend,  feveral  fadts  which  can  hardly 
be  difputed.  An  ingenious  gentleman,  a 
ftudent  at  this  univerfity,  about  twelve 
years  ago,  oftener  than  once,  gave  himfelf 
a gonorrhoea  by  inoculation  ; that  is,  by 
applying  the  matter  of  the  gonorrhoea  to 
the  point  of  the  urethra  on  a probe.  And 
it  has  further  been  obferved,  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  matter  of  the  gonorrhoea 
to  other  mucous  glands,  produces  from 
thefe  a difcharge  fimilar  to  that  which 
arifes  from  thole  of  the  urethra. 

This,  I think,  is  fufficiently  confirmed 

by 
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by  a fact,  which  I am  well  allured  hap- 
pened in  this  city  fome  years  ago.  A young 
man  labouring  under  a gonorrhoea,  was 
obliged  to  employ  his  handkerchief  for  a 
fhort  time  to  fave  his  fhirt.  After  obtain- 
ing other  cloths,  he  imprudently  put  the 
handkerchief  in  his  pocket ; and,  without 
being  aware  of  the  confequences,  he  ufed 
it  in  blowing  his  nofe.  The  effeft  was  a 
difeafe  of  the  infide  of  the  nofe,  and  an  af- 
fection of  the  mucous  glands  there,  in  every 
refpeft  refembling  the  gonorrhoea.  From 
thefe  circumftances,  then,  it  appears,  that 
the  prefent  argument  is  by  no  means  con- 
clulive ; and  that  the  famenefs  of  the  re- 
mote caufe  proves  nothing  more  than  that 
both  difeafes  are  the  effect  of  contact. 

‘idly.  In  proof  of  the  matter  being  the 
fame,  it  is  contended,  that  from  commu- 
nication with  an  infefted  female  for  one 
time  only,  both  difeafes  are  often  the  con- 
fequence.  This  affertion  I cannot  pretend 
to  deny : but  it  is  far  from  proving  the 
matter  to  be  the  fame ; and,  indeed,  is 
perfe&ly  reconcileable  to  the  idea  of  their 
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being  different.  If  the  female  be  affected 
with  both  difeafes,  which  is  often  the  cafe, 
the  patient  is  equally  expofed  to  both.  It 
is  therefore  no  more  a proof  that  the 
matters  of  fvphilis  and  gonorrhoea  are  the 
fame,  than  would  be  afforded  of  the  fame- 
nefs  of  the  matter  of  fyphilis  and  variola, 
if  both  thefe  infections  fhould  be  given  by 
the  fame  perfon  at  the  fame  time.  And 
there  is  no  doubt  that  this  has  happened  ill 
feveral  inftances. 

No  one,  however,  is  from  this  difpofed 
to  imagine  that  there  is  any  fimilarity  in 
the  infection  of  thefe  difeafes.  And,  in- 
•'deed,  when  we  confider  the  condition  of 
thofe  by  whom  venereal  infection  is  in  ge- 
neral given,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the 
contagion  of  the  two  difeafes  is  different, 
it  can  by  no  means  feem  ftrange  that  both 
infe&ions  fhould  be  communicated  at  the 
fame  time. 

As  a third  argument  in  fupport  of  this 
hypothecs,  it  is  contended,  that  from  the 
fame  female  one  man  will  be  affeCted  with 
fyphilis,  and  another  with  gonorrhoea.  Of 
this  you  will  hear  of  many  inftances ; and 
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at  firfl  fight  the  argument  muft  feem  con- 
vincing. On  accurate  examination,  how- 
ever, fuch  inftances  will  be  found  to  be 
much  lefs  frequent  than  is  in  general  ima- 
gined. In  the  greateft  number  of  cafes, 
there  is  little  certainty  from  whence  the 
infection  is  derived  : it  is  commonly  aferi- 
bed  to  the  moft  recent  fufpicious  expofure. 
When  we  attend,  however,  to  the  lurking 
nature  of  the  difeafes,  it  will  appear,  that 
in  this  there  is  much  room  for  fallacy.  It 
is  well  known  that  fyphilis  will  often  ap- 
pear at  intervals  of  months  after  the  in- 
fection has  been  communicated.  I have 
known  this  alfo  fometimes  happen  with 
regard  to  the  gonorrhoea.  Some  years 
ago,  I had  occafion  to  treat  one  infiance  of 
venereal  gonorrhoea,  where  the  difeafe  had 
not  the  fmalleft  fymptom  of  fyphilis,  and 
where  it  made  its  firft  appearance  at  fea  at 
the  end  of  four  months  from  the  time  of 
any  pofhble  infection.  From  thefe  cir- 
cumftancesjthen,  there  is  room  for  doubt- 
ing the  foundation  of  this  argument,  even 
when  it  is  mod:  pofitively  afferted.  But 
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admitting  it  to  be  true,  that  two  different 
difeafes  may  be  thus  communicated  to  dif- 
ferent males  by  the  fame  female,  yet  this 
proves  nothing,  as  it  is  by  no  means  in- 
compatible with  the  fuppofition  of  the  two 
contagions  being  different.  The  female 
may  as  probably  have  been  fubjeCted  to 
both  difeafes  as  to  one  only.  And  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  fuppofing  that  ffie  had 
been  the  means  of  communicating  one  to 
each.  Had  ffie  alfo  been  fubj edited  to  the 
itch,  a third  might  have  caught  that  in- 
fection, a fourth  might  have  efcaped  with- 
out any  difeafe,  while  a fifth  might  have 
had  a conjunction  of  all  the  three.  Even 
admitting,  therefore,  the  affertion  on  which 
this  argument  is  built  to  be  no  rare  occur- 
rence, yet  it  by  no  means  proves  that  the 
contagions  of  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea  are 
of  the  fame  nature. 

The  fourth  and  laft  argument  which  I 
think  it  is  neceffary  to  anfwer,  is,  that  an 
affeCtion  which  begins  under  the  form  of 
gonorrhoea,  will,  in  confequencc  of  impro- 
per treatment,  be  converted  into  a fyphilis. 

Could 
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Could  this  be  eftablifhed,  it  would  unque- 
ftionably  prove  the  famenefs  of  the  matter 
in  both ; and  yon  will  meet  with  many 
practitioners  who  will  pofltively  affirm 
that  they  have  feen  it.  Here,  however, 
there  is  more  ground  for  deception  than  is 
commonly  imagined;  and  on  fuch decep- 
tions the  affertion  feems  to  have  been 
founded.  It  is  often  alleged  to  be  the 
effedt  of  aftringents,  injedled  at  an  early 
period  of  the  difeafe.  And  it  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  from  an  improper  adminiftra- 
tion  of  thefe,  bad  confequences  often  re- 
fult.  In  fome  inftances  they  induce  very 
confiderable  and  obftinate  inflammations  : 
in  others,  and  that  more  frequently  too, 
they  give  rife  to  fwelling  of  the  tefticle. 
Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  thefe  ap- 
pearances, however,  are  to  be  confidered  as 
fyphilitic  fymptoms;  but  as  merely  the  ef- 
fect of  inflammation,  induced  by  a hidden 
change  in  the  ftate  of  circulation  : and  ac- 
cordingly they  are  cured  by  theufeof  an- 
tiphlogiflic  regimen  and  medicines.  It  is 
indeed  true,  that  there  have  been  cafes 
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where  fyphilis  has  fucceeded  gonorrhoea. 
But  this  as  frequently  happens,  when  the 
gonorrhoea  has  been  treated  in  the  molt 
judicious  and  cautious  manner,  as  when  it 
has  been  precipitately  cured.  Nor  is  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  explanation  of  this  fadt,  that 
we  fhould  adopt  the  fuppofition  of  the  two 
difeafes  depending  upon  the  fame  matter, 
as  it  is  very  eafily  explained  on  the  fuppo- 
fition of  the  patient’s  having  received  both 
infedlions,  one  of  which,  for  fome  time, 
had  remained  latent.  And  this  circum- 
ftance,  we  have  already  obferved,  fre- 
quently happens  where  only  one  difeafe 
has  been  communicated. 

Thefe  I take  to  be  the  chief  arguments 
adduced  in  fupport  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  matters  giving  the  infection  of  the  go- 
norrhoea and  fyphilis  are  of  the  fame  na- 
ture. And  from  the  examination  of  them, 
it  appears  that  they  are  by  no  means  fo 
conclufive  as  is  in  general  imagined.  After 
endeavouring  therefore  to  refute,  or  at  lead 
to  invalidate,  the  proof  of  this  hypothecs,  l 
come  next  to  confider  the  fecond  fuppofi- 
tion ; 
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tion ; by  which  it  is  contended  that  the 
matter  of  the  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea  are 
in  reality  cffentially  different. 

The  arguments  brought  in  fupport  of 
this  hypothecs  are  drawn  from  various 
fources,  but  chiefly  from  the  following  : 

1.  From  the  hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of 
the  two  affections  in  different  countries. 

2.  From  the  phenomena  which  they 
exhibit. 

3.  From  the  method  of  cure  by  which 
each  is  moft  readily  overcome. 

1.  The  hiftory  of  the  two  affections  af- 
fords many  circumftances  which  corro- 
borate the  opinion  of  their  depending  on 
matter  effentially  different.  This  parti- 
cularly appears  from  their  progrefs  in  Eu- 
rope and  other  countries  into  which  they 
have  been  imported.  It  is  very  generally 
allowed,  that,  whether  the  difeafes  be  in  re- 
ality the  fame  or  of  a different  nature,  both 
of  them  are  but  of  a recent  date  in  Europe. 
Pf  late,  indeed,  an  elaborate  treatife  has 
been  written  by  Mr  Sanches,  one  of  the 
phyficians  to  theEmprefs  ofRuffia,  to  prove 

that 
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that  the  venereal  difeafe  was  not  brought 
from  America.  But,  notwithstanding  what 
he  has  faid  to  the  contrary,  I am  {till  in- 
clined to  believe,  that  neither  fyphilis  nor 
gonorrhoea  were  known  till  the  difcovery 
of  America.  The  fubjeCt  of  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  venereal  complaints  in  Europe 
• has  been  more  laboured  by  Dr  Aftruc  than 
by  any  other  writer.  He  has  been  at  the 
utmofl  pains  in  collecting  faCls  upon  this 
fubjeCt.  Upon  his  authority  it  appears, 
that  both  difeafes  did  not  appear  at  the 
fame  time  in  Europe,  but  that  the  fyphilis 
had  been  obferved  many  years  before  the 
gonorrhoea  was  known. 

This,  it  may  farther  be  remarked,  has 
not  been  peculiar  to  Europe,  but  has  held 
alfo  of  other  quarters  of  the  globe  to  which 
fyphilis  has  been  carried  from  Europe. 
Sfyphilis,  for  inftance,  was  very  foon 
imported  into  China  ; but  we  have  the  au- 
thority of  Dr  Aftruc  for  afterting,  that  at 
the  time  when  he  wrote,  gonorrhoea  was 
but  a very  recent  difeafe  in  that  country. 
Probably,  as  being  a lefs  obftinate  affeCtion, 
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it  was,  from  the  length  of  the  voyage,  very 
generally  cured  before  reaching  that  coun- 
try: or,  at  lead,  though  a running  in  fome 
degree  remained,  yet  the  virulence  might 
be  overcome. 

Thefe  facls  are  corroborated  by  an  ob- 
fervation  of  dill  later  date,  that  is,  the  im- 
portation of  the  venereal  difeafe  into  the 
iflands  lately  difcovered  in  the  South- 
Seas,  particularly  Otaheite.  It  is  certain 
that  fyphilis  was  unknown  there  till  thefe 
iflands  were  vifited  by  the  late  circumna- 
vigators. And  it  is  yet  a matter  of  difpute, 
whether  the  firft  communication  was  by 
the  French  or  Englifh  : for  they  were  vi- 
fited by  both  nations  pretty  nearly  about 
the  fame  time;  and  each  nation  feems  will- 
ing to  throw  the  odium  of  introducing  it 
upon  the  other.  But  by  whoever  it  was 
imported,  it  would  appear  that  they  car- 
ried there  one  difeafe  only.  I am  inform- 
ed by  a gentleman,  whofe  accuracy  may 
be  relied  upon,  and  who  viflted  Otaheite 
along  with  Captain  Cook  in  his  lad  voyage, 
that  at  that  time  the  gonorrhoea  was  dill 
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unknown  to  them.  This,  however,  we 
could  hardly  fuppofe  to  be  the  cafe,  did 
both  difeafes  depend  on  the  fame  infe&i- 
ous  matter.  Thus,  then,  from  the  hiftory 
of  the  progrefs  of  thefe  difeafes,  there  are 
feveral  circumftances  which  would  lead  to 
the  fuppofition,  that  a peculiar  infe&ious 
matter  is  neceffary  for  giving  each  ; and 
that  the  infection  producing  the  one,  will 
not  give  rife  to  the  other. 

The  fecond  fet  of  arguments  are  drawn 
from  the  phenomena  of  the  difeafe.  Among 
thefe  there  are  many  particulars  pointed 
out,  which  give  a prefumption  that  the 
matter  of  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea  are  ef- 
fentially  different.  It  is  obferved,  that  the 
fyphilis,  when  negledled,  uniformly  in- 
creafes  in  violence ; and  if  it  be  not  arti- 
ficially removed,  it  will  univerfally  termi- 
nate in  the  death  of  the  patient.  The  go- 
norrhoea, on  the  other  hand,  has  no  fuch 
progrefs  ; it  is  even  a difeafe  which,  after 
running  a certain  courfe,  has  a natural 
tendency  to  cure : and,  in  many  cafes,  if 
the  patient  lives  moderately,  and  avoids 
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caiifes  inducing  inflammation,  a natural 
cure  will  foon  take  place.  Many  practi- 
tioners are  fo  much  convinced  of  this,  that 
they  reckon  medicines  in  this  difeafe  unne- 
ceflary,  or  merely  direct  fuch  as  may  pleafe 
and  amufe  the  patient.  I am  far,  however, 
from  contending  for  the  propriety  of  this 
practice  to  its  utmoft  extent.  I hold  the 
ufe  of  fome  remedies  to  be  in  many  cafes 
of  the  utmoft;  confequence.  But  ftill  it 
mu  ft  be  allowed,  that  in  other  cafes  they 
may  be  neglected,  without  any  great  dan- 
ger ; and  in  general,  the  neglect  is  produc- 
tive of  no  other  effect  than  that  of  render- 
ing the  prefen t fymptoms  more  uneafy, 
and  more  tedious.  There  can,  therefore, 
be  no  difpute,  that,  as  far  as  refpects  the 
progrefs  of  the  affections,  the  phenomena 
of  the  difeafes  are  effentially  different. 

A fecond  circumftance  from  the  pheno- 
mena of  the  difeafes  marked  out  as  demon- 
ftrating  a difference,  is,  that  the  infectious 
matter  of  fyphilis  uniformly  produces  fy- 
philis,  and  the  infectious  matter  of  gonor- 
rhoea as  conftantly  produces  gonorrhoea. 
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I have  already,  indeed,  obferved,  that,  with 
regard  to  the  matter  giving  infection  in 
ordinary  cafes,  we  are  in  general  in  the 
dark.  Few  are  fool-hardy  enough  to  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  where  they  are  certain  of 
the  exiftence  of  either  difeafe.  But  where 
the  complaints  of  the  perfon  giving  the 
difeafe  are  afterwards  known,  it  is  very 
generally  obferved,  that,  whether  it  be  fy- 
philis  or  gonorrhoea,  the  perfon  infeded 
receives  the  fame  complaint.  Dr  Boer- 
haave  has  pofitively  afferted,  that  he  never 
knew  any  one  with  the  gonorrhoea  alone 
give  the  fyphilis : and  he  was,  perhaps, 
as  accurate  an  obferver  on  this  fubjed  as 
any  one  either  before  or  fince  his  time.  In 
general,  it  is  as  certain,  that  one  gonorrhoea 
is  the  gonfequence  of  another,  as  that 
fm all-pox  gives  the  fmall-pox.  No  one 
was  ever  infeded  with  a gonorrhoea  from 
cutting  a finger  on  opening  a bubo : no 
one  was  ever  infeded  with  a gonorrhoea 
from  fuckling  an  infant  affeded  with  fy- 
philis. Befides,  in  no  inflance  where  the 
gonorrhoea  was  received  by  innoculation, 
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or  the  intentional  application  of  the  matter 
to  the  point  of  the  urethra,  by  way  of  expe- 
riment, has  any  fymptom  of  fyphilis  ever 
appeared.  It  would  feem,  then,  that  each 
difeafe  is  an  uniform  confequence  of  a par- 
ticular infectious  matter ; and  whenever 
we  are  certain  of  what  nature  that  is,  we 
may  alfo  be  certain  of  the  difeafe  which 
will  follow. 

A third  particular  from  the  phenome- 
na confirming  the  difference  between  the 
matter  in  the  two  difeafes,  is  drawn  from 
the  difeafes  remaining  fo  frequently  fepa- 
rate.  It  muft,  indeed,  be  allowed,  that 
they  are  in  many  inftances  conjoined ; yet, 
in  by  much  the  greater  number  of  cafes, 
each  runs  its  courfe,  without  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  the  other.  It  has  indeed  fome- 
times  been  faid,  that  gonorrhoea  has  been 
converted  into  fyphilis  : but  it  has  never 
even  been  alleged  that  the  fyphilis  has  been 
converted  into  a gonorrhoea.  We  would 
naturally  expeCt,  however,  that  fuch  an  al- 
ternation fhould  frequently  happen,  were 
the  infectious  matters  the  fame.  We  would 
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naturally  expert,  that  when  the  matter  of 
the  fyphilis  aCts  on  almoft  every  other  part 
of  the  fyftem,  it  fhould,  by  an  aCtion  on 
the  penis,  induce  a running.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  obferved  to  happen.  Hence, 
while  there  is  fo  great  reafon  for  belie- 
ving that  it  is  applied,  we  are  led  to  infer, 
that  in  its  nature  it  is  different  from  that 
giving  rife  to  a gonorrhoea. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  alleged,  that  in  fome 
inftances  gonorrhoea  gives  rife  to  fyphilis, 
I have,  however,  pointed  out  feveral  cir- 
cumftances  leading  to  ambiguity  in  this 
refpedt ; and  it  is  at  leaft  certain,  that  there 
are  even  but  few  inftances  in  which  it  can 
be  pretended  that  this  happens ; efpecially 
if  we  make  a proper  diftinCtion  between 
real  fyphiliticfymptoms,  and  thofe,  fuch  as 
fwelling  of  the  tefticles,  and  the  like,  which 
are  the  mere  confequences  of  an  obftrudted 
difcharge,  and  which  are  in  no  degree  ve- 
nereal. But  were  the  infectious  matter  in 
the  two  difeafes  of  the  fame  nature,  inftan- 
ces of  the  one  arifing  from  the  other  could 
neither  be  rare  nor  ambiguous.  And, 

in- 
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indeed,  in  every  cafe  where  gonorrhoea  ex- 
ifted,  fyphilis  fhould  follow.  In  every  in- 
ftance  of  gonorrhoea,  infe&ious  matter  is 
neceffarily  applied  to  an  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  lymphatic  abforbents  on  the  glans 
penis.  It  is  certain,  however,  that,  in  by 
much  the  greater  number  of  cafes,  there  is 
no  inconvenience  from  thence  ; and  in 
ninety-nine  at  lead  of  an  hundred  indan- 
ces,  there  is  no  appearence  of  fyphilis.  We 
can  only  fuppofe  this  to  happen,  however, 
in  confequence  of  one  of  two  circumftan- 
ces  : either  this  matter  is  incapable  of  be- 
ing abforbed ; or,  although  abforbed,  it  is 
innocent.  But  whichever  fuppofition  we 
adopt,  it  leads  us  to  conclude,  that  the 
matter  of  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea  are  ef- 
ientially  different. 

The  third  and  lad  fet  of  arguments  are 
thofe  drawn  from  the  method  of  cure.  It 
is  certain  that  the  remedies  by  which  the 
one  is  overcome,  are  elfentially  different 
from  thofe  curing  the  other.  Formerly  it 
was,  indeed,  the  practice  in  every  indance 
of  both  difeafes,  to  employ  mercury.  And, 
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perhaps,  where  there  is  reafon  to  appre- 
hend that  a fyphilitic  taint  has  been  com- 
municated at  the  fame  time  with  gonor- 
rhoea, this  is  the  mod  prudent  courfe. 
But  it  is  beyond  difpute  certain,  that  for 
the  cure  of  gonorrhoea  alone,  mercury  is 
not  neceffary ; and  it  is  even  to  be  doubted 
if  it  be  ufeful.  The  cure  is  more  readily 
effected  by  more  fimple  medicines. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  the  treatment  ferving  to.  remove 
gonorrhoea,  is  by  no  means  fitted  for  the 
cure  of  the  fyphilis ; and,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  treatment  fuited  for  the 
cure  of  fyphilis,  is  not  calculated  for  the 
removal  of  gonorrhoea.  Of  this  there  is 
undoubted  evidence  from  attending  to  the 
cafes  of  thofe  who  are  unfortunate  enough 
to  labour  under  both  difeafes  at  the  fame 
time.  Where  this  happens,  recourfe  is  ufu- 
ally  had  to  the  means  of  curing  the  fyphi- 
lis, as  being  the  affedion  from  which  the 
greatefl  immediate  danger  is  to  be  dread- 
ed, and  from  the  continuance  of  which 

the  1 
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the  greateft  evils  are  to  be  apprehended. 
Under  this  treatment,  indeed,  the  gonor-^ 
rhcea  will  very  generally  bediminilhed ; but 
this  dimunition  takes  place  in  no  greater 
degree  than  would  happen  from  the  fame 
length  of  time  alone,  conjoined  with  the 
antiphlogistic  regimen.  And  the  cure  of 
the  gonorrhoea  is  by  no  means  in  propor- 
tion to  the  influence  which  mercury  has  in 
healing  chancres,  difcufling  buboes,  or  re- 
moving other  fyphilitic  fymptoms.  Be- 
sides, in  very  violent  instances  of  the  gonor- 
rhoea, it  is  obferved  to  be  uninterrupted  in 
its  courfe,  or  even  increasing  in  feverity 
during  the  ufe  of  mercury  to  a great  ex- 
tent ; while,  at  the  fame  time,  this  mer- 
cury proves  effectual  in  removing  the 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis.  Thus,  then,  there 
is  no  room  to  doubt,  that,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  method  of  cure  at  leaft,  the  two  difea- 
fes  by  no  means  agree.  And  this,  it  muft 
be  allowed,  is  no  inconfiderable  evidence 
that  they  arife  from  infectious  matter  of 
a nature  effentially  different. 

From  all  thefe  circumstances  taken  toge- 
ther,. 
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ther,  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  this 
opinion,  which  I have  now  endeavoured 
to  fupport,  is  at  lcaft  in  fome  degree  pro- 
bable. 

I am  far,  however,  from  imagining,  that 
what  I have  now  thrown  out  will  by  any 
-means  afford  conviction.  I offer  the  pre- 
fent  obfervations  rather  as  the  fubjeCt 
of  future  reflection,  than  as  a ground 
for  prefent  decifion : and  I fhall  be  glad, 
if  thefe  remarks  fhall  lead  you  to  examine 
faCts  with  attention ; for  I apprehend,  that 
it  is  by  this  means  alone  that  the  prefent 
controverfy  can  be  finally  determined. 

I muft,  however,  conclude,  as  I have 
already  obferved,  that  from  every  view 
which  I have  been  able  to  take  of  this 
matter,  I am  inclined  to  confider  the  dif- 
cafes  as  effentially  different.  And  on  this 
opinion,  the  praClice  in  the  in  fiance  before 
us  proceeded.  Of  this,  then,  it  next  fol- 
lows that  we  fhould  offer  a few  obferva- 
tions ; and  as  we  (hall  not  probably  again 
fee  much  of  this  patient,  we  may  now  offer 
fuch  remarks  as  are  fuggefted* 
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In  this  cafe,  before  the  patient  came  un- 
der our  care,  the  difeafe  had  been  nearly 
of  a fortnight’s  {landing.  By  this  therefore 
I was  precluded  from  the  trial  of  fuch 
pradlices  as  might  be  fuppofed  to  operate, 
either  by  diffolving  the  mucus,  to  which 
the  infe<5lious  matter  adhered  ; or  by  dif- 
charging  it,  from  increafing  the  fecretion. 
At  the  time  when  this  patient  came  under 
our  care,  the  inflammatory  flage  of  the 
difeafe  might  be  confldered  as  nearly  about 
the  height.  I thought,  therefore,  that  it 
ought  at  firft  to  be  the  principal  objecl  to 
mitigate  this.  The  fymptoms,  however, 
were  not  in  fuch  a flate  as  to  require,  with 
this  intention,  any  great  evacuations.  And, 
I apprehend,  that  the  more  evacuant  me- 
dicines can  be  avoided  during  the  inflam- 
matory flage  of  the  difeafe,  the  lefs  danger 
there  is  of  the  continuance  of  a running 
for  any  great  length  of  time. 

It  was  on  this  account,  that  at  firft  I had 
neither  recourfe  to  bleeding  nor  purgatives. 
But,  befides  enjoining  the  antiphlogiftic 
regimen,  I dire<fted,  merely  as  medicines, 

the 
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the  ufe  of  diluents  and  refrigerants.  With 
the  lafl  intention,  I employed  powders  of 
nitre  with  gum  Arabic  ; with  the  firft,  the 
infufion  of  lintfeed : from  thefe  I hoped, 
in  fome  degree,  to  diminifh  the  general 
impetus  of  circulation.  I concluded,  how- 
ever, that  they  would  ftill  have  more  effedt 
as  counteracting  the  heat  of  urine  ; and 
by  this  means  would  obviate  the  molt 
urgent  fymptom,  the  ftrangury:  for  I 
concluded,  that  this  was  folely  the  effedt 
of  the  ftimulus  of  the  urine  on  parts,  the 
fenfibility  of  which  was  augmented;  and 
this  I expedted  to  diminifh  from  fheathing 
the  acrimony  of  the  urine  by  the  demul- 
cent quality  of  the  gum  Arabic  and  lint- 
feed.  But  I expedted  ltill  morebenefit  from 
increafing  the  proportion  of  the  watery  to 
faline  parts,  by  the  introduction  of  dilu- 
ents into  the  fyftem,  and  by  the  diuretic 
powers  of  the  nitre. 

From  thefe  practices,  however,  .1  did  not 
reap  all  the  good  effedts  which  I expedted ; 
and  the  date  of  the  inflammation  at  next 
report  was  fuch,  that  I reckoned  it  necefl- 

fary 
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fary  to  obtain  a depletion  of  the  fyftem  by 
cathartics.  With  this  view*  I had  recourfe 
to  one  of  the  refrigerant  kind ; the  opera- 
tion of  which  I reckon  mod:  certain,  the  fal 
Glauberi.  From  this,  with  the  continuance 
of  the  former  courfe,  the  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation foon  difappeared : And  when 

there  remained  no  fymptom  of  any  confe- 
quence  but  the  running,  I confidered  the 
ftate  of  the  veflels  to  be  the  great  objedl 
of  attention.  With  the  view  of  reftoring 
to  their  former  vigour  the  fecreting  or- 
gans in  the  urethra,  the  powers  of  the  fy- 
ftem themfelves  are  often  fully  fufhcient. 
And,  unlefs  either  where  the  difcliarge  is 
exceflive  in  point  of  quantity,  or  where  it 
runs  on  to  a very  great  length,  it  is  necef- 
fary,  perhaps,  to  do  but  little.  Where  re- 
medies are  requilite,  many  may  be  had  re- 
courfe to.  And  what  I reckon  amongft 
the  moft  powerful  of  thefe,  are  cold-bath- 
ing and  aftringent  injedtions.  I did  not, 
however,  look  upon  either  to  be  requilite 
in  the  cafe  before  us.  I had  therefore  re- 
courfe to  one  which  may,  I apprehend,  be 

more 
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more  frequently  employed  with  fafety,  that 
is,  Peruvian  bark ; and  which,  under  proper 
adminiftration,  is  not  without  very  confi- 
derable  effe£ts.  To  the  extent,  indeed,  in 
which  it  was  here  given,  I could  not  ex- 
pect very  great  benefit  from  it.  But  when 
exhibited  early  in  the  difeafe,  all  that  is  re- 
quifite  is,  that  it  (hould  be  given  in  a fpa- 
ring  manner  : for,  unqueftionably,  it  has 
fome  tendency  to  remove  a difpofition  to 
inflammation ; and  in  fome  particular 
conftitutions,  the  running  is  even  fo  fud- 
denly  checked  by  this,  as  to  give  rife  to 
uneafy  fymptoms,  particularly  a fwelling 
of  the  tefticles.  On  this  account  I began 
the  patient  with  the  ufe  of  it,  to  the  extent 
of  a dram  only  every  day.  It  was,  how- 
ever, my  intention,  if  circumftances  fhould 
require  or  permit  it,  afterwards  to  increafe 
the  quantity. 

I cannot  with  great  confidence  affirm, 
that  the  Peruvian  bark  had  here  any  re- 
markably good  effect : but  at  leaf!;  it  was 
productive  of  no  bad  confequences ; and 

I muft  own,  that  I am  difpofed  to  refer  to 

it 
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it  the  diminution  of  the  running  which 
foon  afterwards  happened.  And  I am  now 
inclined  to  think,  that  unlefs  from  impru- 
dent management  on  the  part  of  our  pa- 
tient himfelf,  his  complaints  will  in  no 
long  time  have  a favourable  termination. 

Sequel. 

It  was  not  found  neceflary  to  increafe 
the  quantity  of  Peruvian  bark  given  to  this 
patient.  And  as  his  fymptoms  difap- 
peared,  his  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary 
was  foon  difcontinued. 


XIX. 


292  MEDICAL  CASES 


XIX. 

An  Hydrocephalus  of  the  Cranium . 

A R , admitted  the  1 1 th  of 

**■  April  1 777,  near  three  years  of  age, 
is  affected  with  a confiderable  enlargement 
of  the  cranium,  which  has  a monftrous 
appearance.  The  head  meafures  in  cir- 
cumference, taken  a little  above  the  eyes, 
about  twenty- eight  inches ; and  from  ear 
to  ear,  along  the  courfe  of  the  fagittal 
future,  it  meafures  near  fixteen  inches. 
The  whole  upper  part  of  the  head  is  foft 
and  elaftic,  and  nothing  refembling  bone 
can  be  felt  for  a fpace  of  feveral  inches  in 
diameter.  The  fame  feel  is  alfo  difcover- 
able  in  the  courfe  of  mod  of  the  futures, 
particularly  in  the  back-part  of  the  head, 
about  the  angle  of  the  lamboid  future. 

Her  mother  thinks  that  fhe  is  alfo  af- 
fected with  total  blindnefs.  The  pupils 
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of  her  eyes  are  very  much  dilated,  and 
cannot  be  contracted  by  the  aCtion  of 
light,  while  at  the  fame  time  there  occurs 
an  almoll  cpnftant  ftrabifmus. 

She  is  unable  to  walk  or  Hand,  neither 
has  ihe  ever  been  able  to  articulate;  but 
at  times  Hie  utters  Uncommon  Ihrieks* 
She  has  frequently  been  obferved  to  pick 
her  nofe  and  to  grind  her  teeth. 

Her  pulfe  beats  above  an  hundred 
ftrokes  in  the  minute  ; but  the  heat  of 
her  fkin  is  nearly  natural ; her  apppetite 
is  voracious,  and  Ihe  drinks  much. 

More  than  two  years  ago  Ihe  was  feized 
with  a fever,  attended  with  convullions,  in 
a very  fevere  manner.  From  that  time 
her  head  has  been  obferved  gradually  to 
enlarge,  and  all  the  other  fymptoms  have 
fupervened.  At  the  time  of  her  birth 
there  was  nothing  uncommon  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  her  head.  Her  mother  is  in- 
clined to  attribute  her  difeafe  to  the  fever, 
and  Ihe  knows  no  other  caufe  to  which  it 
can  be  alligned. 

A great  variety  of  medicines  have  been 

T tried, 
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tried,  with  a view  to  the  removal  of  her 
complaint  ; but  without  producing  any 
diminution  of  the  lize  of  her  head,  or  any 
mitigation  of  any  of  her  other  fymptoms. 

Applicctur  cmplojlrum  ’vefcatorium  inter 
j copulas , et  poflea  jiat  fonticulus  ope  imguenti 
epifpajlici;  nec  non 

& Tindlurce  jalappa femunciam. 

Syrupi  [implicis  uncias  duas. 

M.  Capiat  cochleare  parvulum  omni  fe-  < 

mlhora  donee  fupervenerit  catharfis. 
Et  repetatur  talis  dojis  bis  in  fepti - ] 
man  a. 

April  19.  There  was  a very  copious  dis- 
charge of  water  from  the  blitter;  but,  not-  i 
withftanding  the  application  of  the  ittue- 
ointment,  it  is  now  perfectly  healed.  The 
mixture  purged  her  brifkly,  and  her  belly 
ftill  continues  open. 

Applicctur  iterum  emplafirum  vefcatorium 
inter  fcapulas , ut  antea  ; fed  intermittatur 
mijlura. 
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Observations  delivered  June  3. 

This  patient  for  fome  time  paft  has  not 
been  brought  to  the  Difpenfary,  probably 
from  the  place  of  her  refidence  being  at  the 
diflance  of  fome  miles  from  Edinburgh. 
Had  fhe  continued  regular  in  attendance, 
fhe  would  rather  have  afforded  us  an  op- 
portunity of  marking  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  than  of  the  cure.  Refpedting  the 
nature  of  the  affedtion  to  which  this  pa- 
tient is  fubjedted,  there  is  no  room  for  any 
doubt.  From  the  fir  ft  view  of  her  head, 
the  difproportion  which  it  bore  to  the  reft 
of  her  body  could  not  fail  to  (trike  the  moPc 
inattentive  obferver : while  at  the  fame 
time,  in  this  enlargement,  the  face,  unlefs 
in  as  far  as  it  is  formed  by  the  bones  of 
the  cranium,  had  evidently  no  {hare.  That 
part  of  the  head,  however,  which  in  a na- 
tural (late  is  occupied  only  by  the  brain, 
was  here  augmented  to  a very  great  de- 
gree. 

Such  an  affedtion,  though  not  every  day 

T 2 to 
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to  be  met  with,  yet  upon  the  whole  carl 
hardly  be  reckoned  an  unfrequent  occur- 
rence with  infants,  infomuch  that  there 
are  alfo  two  others  fubjedted  to  the  fame 

i 

diftemper  at  prefent  under  our  care  as  Dif- 
penfary  patients.  Such  enlargements  are 
univerfally  found,  on  diffedtion,  to  arife, 
not  from  any  morbid  increafe  of  the  na- 
tural contents  of  the  cranium,  but  from  a 
droplical  affection  : And  that  the  cafe  be- 
fore us  affords  a ftriking  inftance  of  the 
hydrocephalus,  can  admit  of  no  doubt. 

Under  this  general  term,  however,  very 
different  affections  are  comprehended. 
And,  perhaps,  there  is  no  affection  in 
which  the  fymptoms  are  more  varied, 
from  the  feat  of  the  water.  Practitioners 
in  general  divide  this  affection  into  Hy- 
drocephalus externus  and  internus.  By 
the  laft,  they  underftand  thofe  inftances 
where  the  water  is  depofited  within  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain.  By  the  firft,  all 
thofe  cafes  where  the  water  is  exterior  to 
the  brain  itfelf.  If  we  examine  the  nofo- 
logical  fyftems,  however,  we  will  find  that 

the 
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the  definitions  in  all  of  them,  except  that 
of  Mr  Sagar,  apply  only  to  the  external : 
And  his  definition  is  a very  vague  one;  for 
it  is  no  more  than  that  the  hydrocephalus 
is  a dropfy  of  the  head. 

All  the  definitions  into  which  the  en- 
largement of  the  head  enters  as  a charac- 
terifing  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  will  by  no 
means  apply  to  the  hydrocephalus  inter- 
nus,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  we  would  adopt 
the  term  : And  this  fymptom  of  enlarge- 
ment of  the  head  enters  the  definition  of 
all  the  other  nofblogifls.  By  hydrocepha- 
lus internus,  we  would  underhand  that 
difeafe  which  is  fo  accurately  defcribcd  by 
Dr  Whyte,  that  few  practitioners  who  have 
read  his  work  with  attention  will  be  at  a 
lofs  to  diftinguifh  it,  after  it  has  made  a 
certain  progrefs.  Although,  indeed,  in 
its  earlier  ftages,  it  is  a difeafe  of  a moft 
infidious  nature  ; and,  till  very  lately,  we 
may  perhaps  fay  that  it  was  not  under- 
flood.  This  I the  rather  mention,  as  the 
terms  hydrocephalus  interior  and  exterior 
are  employed  by  Salvages  in  a fenfe  dif- 

T 3 ferent 
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ferent  from  that  in  which  they  are  com- 
monly underdood.  By  hydrocephalus  in- 
terior, he  means  thofe  cafes  where  the 

water  collected  within  the  cranium  di- 

, < * ’ * ' " “ 

(tends  and  opens  the  futures,  as  in  the  in- 
(lance  before  us.  By  the  exterior  he  means 
thofe  cafes  in  which  a mere  anafarcous  af- 
fection occurs  partially  to  the  integuments 
of  the  head. 

From  thefe  different  fenfes  of  the  fame 
term,  difficulties  may  fometimes  arife.  I 
apprehend  it  would  not  only  be  the  means 
of  avoiding  confubon,  but  would  even  far- 
ther ferve  fome  good  purpofe,  at  lead  in 
the  prognofis,  if  the  affeCtion  were  divided 
into  three  fpecies.  Thefe,  indeed,  properly 
fpeaking,  are  perhaps  to  be  confidered  ra- 
ther as  didinCt  genera  than  fpecies  ; at 
lead  if,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  we 
fuppofe  genera  to  be  condituted  by  the 
cavity  in  which  the  water  is  effufed. 
Thefe  I would  didinguifh  by  the  follow- 

1 

ing  terms : f 

i«  Hydrocephalus  of  the  ventricles* 

" •i  ” ' ' ! ' ' when 
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when  the  water  is  fituated  within  thefe 
cavities. 

2.  Hydrocephalus  of  the  cranium,  when 
it  is  fituated  between  the  brain  and  fkull. 

3.  Hydrocephalus  of  the  integuments, 
when  it  is  fituated  totally  exterior  to  the 
fkull. 

That  the  inftance  before  us  is  of  the  fe- 
cond  kind,  can  admit  of  no  doubt.  And 
although  this  be  lefs  rapid  in  its  progrefs 
than  the  firlt  kind  of  hydrocephalus,  that 
of  the  ventricles,  it  is  perhaps  not  lefs  mor- 
tal. It  has  even  been  difputed  whether 
there  be  inflances  of  recovery  in  any  cafe. 
To  this  opinion,  however,  I cannot  agree ; 
for  lam  perfuaded  that  I have  witnelfed 
more  than  one  inftance  of  recovery  even 
from  hydrocephalus  of  the  ventricles : and 
if  this  be  the  cafe,  I will  not  be  difpofed 
to  think  that  it  may  not  occur  with  regard 
to  hydrocephalus  of  the  cranium. 

Some,  however,  are  fo  much  perfuaded 
of  the  fatal  tendency  even  of  the  laft,  that 
they  advife  no  meafures  to  be  taken  during 
the  courfe  of  it.  They  imagine,  that  if- 

T 4 thefe 
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thefe  have  have  any  effect,  it  will  only  be 
to  haften  the  death  of  the  patient.  I mud 
then  look  upon  the  cafe  before  us,  from  the 
nature  of  the  affedtion,  to  be  of  a very  dan- 
gerous tendency  ; and  there  are  unque- 
ftionably  but  faint  hopes  of  cure  to  be  en- 
tertained in  cafes  much  more  favourable 
than  the  prefent : for  it  is  here  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  difeafe  is  not  merely  cha- 
radterifed  by  the  enormous  increafe  of  the  * 
fize  of  the  head.  Though  it  has  not  given 
rife  to  all,  yet  it  has  produced  feveral  of 
the  fymptoms  ariling  from  the  hydroce- 
phalus of  the  ventricles ; fuch,  for  example, 
as  the  ftrabifmus  or  peculiar  fquinting, 
the  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and  lofs  of 
fight.  i 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  as  well  as  in  hydrocephalus  of  the 
•ventricles,  thefe  are  the  effecfls  of  com- 
preflion  on  the  brain.  And  to  the  fame 
caufe  we  may  alfo  refer  feveral  other  ap- 
pearances in  the  cafe  before  us ; particularly 
the  inability  to  ufe  the  legs,  and  the  want 
of  the  power  of  articulation,  although  the 

child 
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child  be  now  above  two  years  old.  To 
thefe  I think  we  may  add,  with  refpedt  to 
the  intelledlual  faculties,  as  far  at  leaft  as 
they  can  be  judged  of  at  fo  early  a period 
of  life,  that  there  occurs,  if  not  abfolute 
idiotifm,  at  leaft  a very  confiderable  de- 
gree of  it.  For  of  this,  I apprehend,  we 
had  fufficiently  ftrong  evidence  in  the  wild 
fhrieks  fhe  emitted.  From  all  thefe  parti- 
culars, then,  taken  together,  we  may  con- 
clude, that  the  affection,  in  the  inftance 
before  us,  is  in  a very  advanced  Rate  ; and 
indeed  it  has  already  fubfifted  for  near  the 
fpace  of  two  years. 

I muft,  however,  remark,  that  I have 
known  inftances  of  longer  duration,  and 
where  the  head  had  increafed  to  a greater 
fize,  where  the  fame  appearances  were  not 
induced.  And  I have  feen  a child  farther 
advanced  in  life  with  a much  larger  head, 
who  could  not  only  articulate,  but  was 
even  extremely  talkative.  It  would  appear 
then,  in  the  inftance  before  11s,  that  the 
progrefs  of  the  affection,  as  deitroying  the 
powers  of  the  fyftem,  had  been  great  even 

for 
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for  the  time  for  which  it  had  fubfifted. 
And  without  a cure,  or  at  leaft  fome  al- 
leviation. of  the  complaint,  there  is  little 
profped  that  {he  will  hold  out  much 
longer. 

Befides  what  I have  already  mentioned, 
there  is  another  circumftance  to  be  taken 
into  account  in  giving  a prognofis  in  all 
fuch  cafes  as  the  prefent,  that  is,  the  caufe 
to  which  the  affedion  may  be  referred. 
And  from  this,  as  far  as  it  goes,  I would  in 
the  prefent  cafe  rather  draw  a favourable 
judgment  than  otherwife.  Often  the  dif- 
eafe  begins  without  any  perceptible  caufe; 
in  which  cafe  there  is  reafon  to  dread  that 
it  has  its  origin  in  the  coilftitution.  It  is 
often  a difeafe  not  fupervening  after  birth, 
but  born  with  infants:  a circumftance 
which  ftill  farther  demonftrates  that  it  has 
its  origin  in  the  habit  itfelf.  But  in  the 
cafe  before  us,  the  difeafe  was  neither  con- 
genial nor  without  an  obvious  caufe ; at 
leaft  this  affedion  was  attributed  to  a fe- 
ver and  convulftons  with  which  flie  was  at- 
tacked about  two  years  ago.  From  that 

time 
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time  the  head  was  obferved  gradually  to 
enlarge.  It  is  true,  indeed,  thefe  may  be 
fufpe£ted  to  have  been  the  confequences  of 
the  affedion  upon  its  firft  attack;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  firft  ftage  of  the 
hydrocephalus  of  the  ventricles  is  marked 
by  a fever.  But  as  it  is  never  obferved  to 
to  be  a fymptom  of  the  hydrocephalus  of 
the  cranium,  we  may  conclude  that  it  was 
not  fo  in  the  prefent  inftance.  And  as 
dropfical  affedlions,  in  general,  are  often  a 
confequence  of  fever,  we  may  infer,  that 
this  took  place  in  the  inftance  before  us. 
But  allowing  the  difeafe  not  to  be  origi- 
nal, but  acquired,  and  the  caufe  of  the  af- 
fe<ftion  obvious,  whatever  foundation  thefe 
circumftances  might  give  for  a favourable 
prognofis  in  other  inftances,  they  can  af- 
ford but  little  ground  for  it  in  the  prefent. 
For  after  the  occurrence  of  fymptoms  in- 
dicating the  affe<ftion  of  all  the  more  im- 
portant fun6tions,  a recovery  would  indeed 
be  very  extraordinary. 

This,  however,  is,  I apprehend,  no  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  why  we  fhould  not  make  a 
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trial  of  different  practices : for  I hold,  that 
even  in  the  moft  defperate  cafes,  patients, 
while  they  will  fubmit  to  treatment,  are 
not  to  be  deferted.  In  fuch  defperate  cafes, 
I confider  a practitioner  as  warranted  even 
to  make  a trial  of  doubtful  remedies.  And 
even  where  he  does  not  choofe  to  employ 
fuch,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  inftance  in 
which  meafures  may  not  be  taken,  which, 
without  danger  of  any  prejudicial  confe- 
quences,  have  at  lead  a profpeCt  of  afford- 
ing fome  relief.  On  thefe  principles,  then, 
I proceed  to  fpeak  of  the  treatment  in  the 
cafe  before  us.  It  is  evident  that,  as  in 
dropfical  affections  in  general,  there  are 
here  two  great  objeCts  to  be  had  in  view. 

1.  The  evacuation  of  the  water  already 
collected  within  the  cranium. 

2.  The  prevention  of  future  accumula- 
tion. 

Here,  as  in  other  cafes,  all  the  different 
modes  of  difcharging  the  water  may  be 
referred  to  two  heads,  natural  or  artificial 
outlets.  The  former  unqueftionably  fur- 
nifhes  us  with  the  moft  fafe,  the  latter  with 
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the  mofteffe&ual,  modeof  evacuation;  that 
is,  by  means  of  thefe  we  can  at  lead  draw 
off  the  water,  whatever  may  be  the  future 
event  of  the  difeafe.  It  muft  be  allowed, 
however,  that  in  this  afFeCiion  fome  of  the 
artificial  modes  are  very  doubtful.  Among 
thefe  I may  mention  what  of  all  modes  is 
the  molt  certain,  puncture  into  the  cavity 
containing  the  water. 

Refpecting  the  propriety  of  this  opera- 
tion, very  oppofite  fentiments  are  enter- 
tained by  the  molt  eminent  moderns. 
Some  reprefent  it  as  a mode  of  cure,  not 
only  free  from  danger,  but  never  to  be  ne- 
glected. Others  confider  it  as  a certain 
means  of  precipitating  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient. From  my  own  experience  on  this 
fubjeCt,  I can  fay  nothing.  I have  never 
either  directed  this  operation  to  be  per- 
formed, or  feen  it  tried  under  the  direc- 
tion of  any  other.  I muft  own,  however, 
I fhould  not  entertain  from  it  any  fanguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  At  the  utmoft,  we  can 
look  for  no  farther  benefit  from  it  than 
from  tapping  in  afcites ; that  is,  it  ferves 

merely 
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merely  for  producing  evacuation  of  the 
water,  and  not  for  preventing  the  return. 
And  it  is  ftill  matter  of  difpute  how  far, 
even  in  afcites,  tapping  is  of  any  great  ad- 
vantage. Some  of  the  mod  eminent  prac- 
titioners in  London,  indeed,  have  lately 
recommended  early  tapping  in  very  high 
terms:  but  I am  well  affured,  that  even 
thofe  who  were  once  the  ftrongeft  advo- 
cates for  it,  are  now  much  lefs  fond  of  it 
than  formerly  ; while  others,  and  thefe 
too  of  the  firft  eminence,  condemn  it  very 
ftrongly  in  almoft  every  inftance. 

If,  however,  evacuation  by  an  outlet  of 
this  nature  be  exceptionable  in  afcites,  it  is 
flill  more  fo  iri  hydrocephalus  of  the  cra- 
nium. For  it  is  well  known,  that  in  af- 
cites, even  the  greateft  inconvenience  will 
arife  if  the  difcharge  be  not  compenfated  by 
due  preffure.  Hence,  before  proper  ban- 
dages were  invented,  it  Was  given  as  a con- 
ftant  direction,  that  in  afcites,  the  whole 
water  fhoulcl  not  be  drawn  off  at  once,  but 
at  different  times ; and  if  it  is  to  be  at- 
tempted in  hydrocephalus,  the  fame  in- 
„ jun&ion  ] 
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jundion  mufl  be  obferved.  For  here,  from 
' the  Rate  of  the  matter  forming  the  cavity^ 
•viz.  the  bone,  preflure  cannot  have  any  ef- 
fect ; or  if  the  intervals  betwixt  the  fu- 
tures may  admit  of  this*  yet  it  cannot  have* 
influence  in  an  equable  manner.  Not- 
withflanding  all  thefe  objections,  however, 
when  other  remedies  are  ineffectual,  and 
where  die  difeafe  is  evidently  on  the  in- 
creafing  hand,  it  is  to  be  confidered  as  gi- 
ving the  only  poflible  chance  of  a recovery  ^ 
And  though,  as  the  chance  is  unqueflion- 
ably  a bad  one,  it  is  never  to  be  enforced ; 
yet  it  ought,  I apprehend,  in  fuch  circum- 
flances,  to  be  propofed. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  cafes  where  the 
evident  concurrence  of  circumflances  re- 
quire it  more  manifeflly  than  in  this  before 
us.  But  to  the  operation,  an  unfurmount- 
able  objection  is  the  mother’s  dread  at  the 
thought  of  it.  By  this,  therefore,  we  were 
here  determined  to  try  what  might  with 
fafety  be  done  by  other  artificial  or  natural 
outlets.  We  have  an  artificial  outlet,  not 
only  to  appearance  lefs  formidable,  but  in 
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reality  lefs  dangerous,  in  that  which  is  ex- 
cited by  blillers,  efpecially  when  the  dis- 
charge is  continued  under  the  form  of  an 
iffue.  From  thefe,  applied  even  to  the  head 
itfelf,  there  is  lefs  to  be  apprehended  than 
in  the  hydrocephalus  of  the  integuments, 
and  more  to  be  expe&ed  than  in  the  hydro- 
cephalus of  the  ventricles.  Here,  however, 
1 chofe  to  give  the  preference  to  the  appli- 
cation of  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  head  ; which,  while  it  is  produ&ive 
of  nearly  the  fame  advantages,  might  feem 
lefs  alarming. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  Supported 
the  difcharge  by  the  ufe  of  epifpaftic  oint- 
ment. But  although,  from  the  blifter  it- 
felf, there  was  a very  copious  evacuation, 
yet,  by  the  iifue-ointment,  the  difcharge 
was  not  fupported,  probably  from  want  of 
a proper  application.  Perhaps,  however, 
it  is  a matter  of  doubt,  whether  from  this 
there  is  any  real  disadvantage;  for  if  there 
be  not  an  equal,  yet,  at  leafl,  there  is  a 
very  coniiderable  difcharge  obtained  by 
repeated  blitters : and  to  Such  repetition  I 

had 
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had  here  recourfe.  What  has  been  the  effectt 
of  it,  however,  I have  not  fince  been  able 
to  learn.  But,  befides  blitters,  I employed 
alfo  a mixture,  with  tindlure  of  jalap, 
which  I hoped  would  operate  as  a brilk 
purgative.  This  I directed  as  an  evacu- 
ant  of  water  by  a natural  outlet.  But  as 
of  this  I fhall  have  more  occalion  to  fpeak 
in  other  cafes,  I fhall  fay  nothing  of  it  here. 
And  of  my  future  plans  with  this  patient, 
I need  make  no  obfervations,  as  we  fhall 
not  probably  fee  her  again. 

* * * * 

This  patient  did  not  return  to  the  Dif- 
penfary  ; and  as  her  refidence  was  at  the 
diftance  of  feveral  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
I have  never  been  able  to  learn  the  event 

I 

of  the  cafe. 
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XX. 


A Cafe  in  ’which  there  occurred  a peculiar 
morbid  Senfibility  of  one  of  the  Hands. 


F 


R- 


-,  a man  in  the  twenty- 


fourth  year  of  his  age,  admitted  April 
15th  1777,  complains  of  very  violent  pain 
affecting  all  the  fingers  of  his  left-hand,  to 
fuch  a degree  as  entirely  to  prevent  him 
from  being  able  to  move  them.  They 
are  all  drawn  in  towards  the  palm  of  his 
hand ; and  he  alleges,  that  even  the  flighted: 
attempt  to  extend  them,  occafions  the  moft 
excruciating  pain.  None  of  them  are  dif- 
coloured,  or  otherwife  obvioufly  affedled. 
Yet  even  the  flighted:  touch  gives  very 
great  uneafinefs  ; fo  that  to  avoid  contadt 
with  other  bodies,  he  is  obliged  to  keep  his 
hand  conftantly  in  a very  large  bag.  In 
every  other  refpedl  he  is  in  good  health. 
But  the  pain  of  his  hand  totally  incapa- 
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fcitates  him  from  following  any  employ- 
ment. 

Twelve  months  ago  he  received  a Broke 
on  the  metacarpal  bone  of  the  middle  fin- 
ger, near  to  the  joint.  This  gave  him 
much  pain  at  the  time,  but  produced  no 
wound.  It,  however,  prevented  him  from 
being  able  to  extend  his  fingers  for  feme 
time  ; and  a few  months  after  this  acci- 
dent, all  his  fingers  began  to  contract ; in 
which  ftate  they  have  continued  ever  fince. 

He  has  ufed  warm  fomentations,  and  a 
variety  of  other  medicines,  without  ef- 
fect. 

Habeat  fotum  eleElricum  per  bores  quadr an- 
tis fbatium  ter  in  feptimana ; et  nifi  exinde 
vehemens  oritur  dolor , eliciantur  feint  dies  elec- 
trices  e mdnu fnijlra . 

April  2 6.  He  has  been  regularly  elec- 
trified fince  laid  report,  and  the  electrical 
fparks  occafion  fome  pain  in  his  hand ; but 
it  is  not  of  long  continuance.  He  is  now 
able  to  move  his  fingers  a little  ; but  the 
pain  of  his  hand,  on  being  touched,  (till 
continues  as  before. 

U 2 
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Observations  delivered  June  6. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient  furnifhes  us 
with  an  example  of  what  I reckon  a very 
lingular  affetftion.  I mu  ft  own,  that  I have 
never  before  met  with  any  cafe  which 
could  be  faid  very  nearly  to  refemble  it. 
Nor  can  I afiign  a place  for  it  in  any  nofo- 
logical  fyftem.  Therefore,  without  at- 
tempting to  give  any  name  to  this  difeafe, 
we  mull  try  how  far  we  can  give  any  pro- 
bable conjecture  as  to  its  nature.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  affeCtion,  whatever  its  na- 
ture may  be,  is  totally  a local  one.  It  is 
confined  entirely  to  the  left-hand;  and 
there  marked  merely  by  one  fymptom, 
that  is,  pain.  The  contraction  of  the 
fingers,  and  lofs  of  motion,  as  far  as 
we  can  learn,  are  to  be  confidered  folely 
as  confequences  of  this.  At  the  fame 
time,  there  is  no  tumour,  ulceration,  in- 
flammation, or  any  obvious  caufe  from 
which  we  can  fuppofe  the  pain  to  arife.  It 
is  well  known,  however,  that  all  pain  is 

the 
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the  confequence  of  impreflions  communi- 
cated from  the  fentient  extremities  of  the 
nerves  to  their  origin  ; and  thefe  impref- 
fions  are  varied  by  many  different  cir- 
cumftances,  particularly  by  the  Rate  of 
the  fentient  extremities,  and  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  nervous  fluid.  With  thefe, 
in  a certain  condition,  the  force  of  the 
impreflion  is  either  totally  taken  off,  or 
greatly  diminifhed  ; while,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  they  are  in  a contrary  condi- 
tion, its  influence  is  greatly  augmented, 
infomuch  that  an  impreffion,  which  ufu- 
ally  is  capable  of  giving  very  little,  or  ra- 
ther no  fenfation,  will  produce  even  an 
excruciating  degree  of  pain.  From  the 
fuppofltion  therefore  of  fuch  a change  in 
the  flate  of  the  nervous  fluid,  we  may,  I 
apprehend,  account  for  the  Angular  affec- 
tion in  the  cafe  before  us. 

This  patient  is  affedted  with  excruciating 
pain  on  the  irritation  occafloned  even  by 
the  molt  gentle  touch,  or  flighted  attempt 
to  motion.  And  he  complains  even  of 
conftant  pain,  probably  from  that  irrita- 
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tion  which  muft  ever  be  occafioned  by  the 
circulation,  and  fuch  other  caufes. 

But  while  fuch  a fuppofition  would  af- 
ford fome  folution  for  this  phenomenon, 
it  is  Hill  farther  corroborated  by  the  caufe 
inducing  the  affection.  There  can,  I ap- 
prehend, be  little  doubt  that  our  patient  is 
right  in  his  conjecture,  in  attributing  the 
difeafe  before  us  to  a Broke.  This  ftroke, 
although  not  fo  violent  as  to  occafion  any 
wound,  produced  fuch  pain  as  to  prevent, 
for  fome  time,  the  ufe  of  the  extenfor  muf- 
cles  of  the  fingers;  and,  with  the  continu- 
ance of  this  pain,  the  fenfibility  foon  arofe 
to  its  prefent  height ; infomuch  that  he 
dreads  the  mofl  diflant  approach  towards 
his  hand,  even  in  the  moft  gentle  manner. 
There  can,  then,  I apprehend,  be  little 
doubt,  that  by  the  ftroke,  though  no 
■wound  was  produced,  an  injury  was  done  to 
fome  fiibcntaneous  nerves  ; and  that  from 
this  the  difeafe  is  to  be  confidered  as  folely 
originating.  I would  then  confider  the  cafe 
of  the  prefent  patient  to  be  one  of  thofe 
anomalous  affections  of  the  nervous  kind. 
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to  which  no  name  can  be  given,  and  which 
is  rather  charaderifed  by  its  peculiarity, 
than  by  any  particular  fymptoms. 

To  the  prefent  cafe,  as  I have  already 
obferved,  I have  never  feen  any  thing  very 
fimilar.  Yet  in  the  cafe  of  Janet  Wilfon, 
one  of  our  patients  during  the  winter- 
courfe,  we  had  an  affedion  which,  to  me, 
feemed  in  its  nature  fomething  to  refemble 
it.  There,  indeed,  from  the  feat  of  the  af- 
fection, I gave  it  the  name  of  that  genus 
of  difeafe  which  the  nofologifts  diftinguifli 
by  the  title  of  Dyfphagia.  But  we  had  in 
her  cafe,  I imagine,  an  inftance  of  difficult 
deglutition  totally  arifing  from  increafed 
fenfibility.  And  from  this  alfo  there  was 
both  a conftant  uneafinefs,  as  in  the  cafe 
before  us ; and  an  excruciating  pain  on  be- 
ing touched  by  folid  fubflances,  as  in  the 
adion  of  fwallowing. 

I have  heard  of  a cafe  Rill  more  nearly 
refembling  the  prefent,  which  is  mentioned 
by  a celebrated  teacher  of  medicine  at  Lon- 
don in  his  ledures.  In  that  cafe,  without 
any  evident  difeafed  Rate,  there  was  a pain 

U 4 fimi- 
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dmilar  to  the  prefent,  arifing  from  the 
fecond  joint  of  the  thumb ; and  on  the 
flighted  touch  the  mod  excruciating  len- 
fation  was  induced.  With  this  patient  the 
affeedion  redded  an  almod  indnite  variety 
of  means  of  cure  ; and  even  the  dividon  of 
the  nerve  leading  from  the  thumb  had  no 
other  effect  but  to  produce  a change  in  the 
feat  of  it.  After  the  nerve  was  divided, 
the  pain  began,  not  at  the  thumb,  as  be- 
fore, but  immediately  above  where  the  in- 
cidon  had  been  made. 

What,  at  length,  was  the  fate  of  that 
cafe,  I do  not  know.  If  we  were,  however, 
to  form  any  conjecture  as  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  prefent,  from  what  we  faw  of 
Janet  Wilfon,  we  fhould  be  difpofedto  form 
a favourable  judgment.  And  I own,  that 
I do  not  here  fee  any  thing  which  can 
greatly  alarm  us.  I condder  the  patient, 
although  he  be  in  a very  didreffed  dtua- 
tion,  yet  to  be  by  no  means  in  a highly 
dangerous  condition.  And,  indeed,  the 
nervous  affections  in  general  are  more 
terrible  than  they  are  really  dangerous. 

At; 
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At  the  fame  time,  in  anomalous  cafes,  a 
judgment  fhould  never  be  pronounced  with 
very  great  confidence ; and  it  is  hard  to 
fay  what  turns  they  may  fometimes  even 
fuddenly  take.  I am  lorry,  however,  to 
obferve,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  pro- 
grels  of  this  difeafe,  we  £hall  probably  have 
but  little  opportunity  of  obferving  it ; for 
our  patient  has  now  difcontinued  his  at- 
tendance at  the  eledlricity,  and  I have  not 
been  able  to  learn  where  he  lives.  If,  how- 
ever,  I can  difcover  his  place  of  refidence, 
I lhall  reckon  it  worth  while  to  attend  to.  the 
difeafe,  even  although  we  may  not  be  able 
to  prevail  upon  him  to  make  trial  of  any 
medicines.  I mull,  however,  own  I am 
difpofed  to  think,  that  without  fome  arti- 
ficial cure  the  affedlion  will  be  very  te- 
dious. 

Before  he  came  under  our  care,  his  dif- 
eafe had  continued,  with  very  little  altera- 
tion, for  the  fpace  of  twelve  months  ; and 
during  that  time  it  had  refilled  the  ufe  of 
various  remedies.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  all  our  attempts,  Ihould  he  ever  return 

to 
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to  be  treated  here,  will  not  be  more  fortu- 
nate. Had  he,  however,  continued  at- 
tendance with  us,  I fhould,  at  leaft,  have 
given  a fair  trial  to  different  medicines  ; 
from  which,  I apprehend,  fomething  might 
have  been  expelled. 

Here  it  will  naturally  occur  to  you,  from 
what  I have  faid  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
that  I confider  the  great  object  in  the  cure 
to  be  the  refloration  of  proper  fenfibility 
to  the  nerves.  The  fenfibility  of  the  nerves, 
where  there  is  no  obflruclion  to  the  inter- 
courfe  with  the  fenforium,  I confider  as 
depending  on  two  circumftances  : firft,  on 
the  condition  of  the  fentient  extremity; 
and,  fecondly,  on  the  condition  of  the  ner- 
vous fluid.  And  as  I view  the  brain  to  be 
not  one  fecreting  organ,  but  a great  num- 
ber of  fecreting  organs,  I imagine  the  fluid 
may  be  morbidly  altered  in  one  nerve, 
while  it  is  not  fo  in  another  : and  I am 
difpofed  alfo  to  think,  that  from  an  a&ion 
on  the  extremity  of  any  nerve,  the  date  of 
fecretion,  at  that  part  of  the  brain  furnifh- 

ing  it  with  fluid,  may  be  altered  ; for  in 

every 
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every  cafe,  impreflions  on  the  extremity  of 
a nerve  are  immediately  communicated  to 
its  origin. 

On  thefe  principles,  then,  I conlider  the 
increafed  fenfibility  here  as  depending  upon 
both  the  circumftances  which  have  been 
pointed  out.  Perhaps,  however,  it  depends 
more  on  a change  in  the  ftate  of  the  ner- 
vous fluid  than  in  the  fentient  extremity  of 
the  nerve : at  leaft,  that  this  took  place, 
with  regard  to  the  cafe  to  which  I have 
compared  the  prefent,  was  evident  from 
the  uneaflnefs  remaining  after  the  nerve 
was  cut,  and  from  its  arifing  above  the 
incifion.  Suppofing  this,  therefore,  to  be 
the  caufe  of  the  augmented  fenfibility, 
the  proper  ftate  is  to  be  reftored,  both  by 
an  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  ner- 
vous fluid  with  which  the  part  is  fupplied, 
and  of  the  fentient  extremities  of  the  nerves 
with  which  it  is  furnifhed. 

Thofe  who  heard  the  obfervations  which 
I offered  on  the  cafe  of  Janet  Wilfon,  will 
not  be  furprifed  that,  with  thefe  inten- 
tions, I fhould  have  had  recourfe  to  elec- 
4 tricity, 
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tricity,  efpecially  as  I was  difpofed  to  ima- 
gine that  it  produced  fo  good  effects  in 
that  cafe.  It  may  at  firft  fight,  indeed,  feem 
Ilrange,  that  I fhould  have  here  employed, 
for  diminifhing  morbid  fenfibility , a remedy 
which  is  known  to  be  fo  powerful  an  agent 
in  augmenting  it,  or  reftoring  it  when  it  is 
diminifhed  or  loft.  But  I am  inclined  to 
believe,  that  thefe  effeds  are  produced  in 
confequence  of  its  altering  the  ftate  of  fe- 
cretion ; and  that  by  an  analogous  altera- 
tion, it  will  reftore  the  nervous  fluid  to 
the  natural  ftate  when  it  is  otherwife  af- 
feded. 

But  whatever  be  the  principle  of  adion, 
I am  perfuaded,  from  fads,  that  eledricity 
is  capable  of  diminiftiing  morbid  fenfibi- 
lity. And  on  thefe  grounds  I direded  it 
to  the  prefent  patient.  In  a cafe,  however, 
where,  from  the  flighted  touch,  exquifite 
pain  was  induced,  it  was  neceflary  to  be- 
gin with  the  utmoft  caution.  On  this  ac- 
count, I began  by  direding  for  our  pre- 
fent patient  the eledrical fomentation;  that 

is,  the  mere  charging  his  body  with  elec- 
trical 
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trical  fire.  In  this  way  of  exhibition,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  eledricity  operates 
as  a ftimulus  to  the  whole  fyftem.  But  it 
does  not  affed  any  part  fo  immediately  as 
if  either  fliocks  are  given,  orfparks  drawn, 
from  thence.  It  was  on  this  account  there- 
fore that,  at  the  fame  time,  I ordered  that 
a trial  fhould  be  made  whether  the  patient 
was  able  to  have  fparks  drawn  from  the 
extremity  of  the  fingers  of  the  left-hand. 
Almoft  contrary  to  expectation,  I found 
that  in  this  way  he  was  able  to  bear  it; 
for  although  it  excited  fome  pain,  yet  that 
pain  was  but  of  fhort  continuance. 

After  he  had  but  for  a fhort  time  ufed 
the  eledricity  in  this  manner,  there  was 
the  appearance  of  fome  progrefs  in  the 
cure;  for  although  the  pain  from  the  touch 
ftill  continued,  yet  he  was  able  to  move  his 
fingers  a little.  At  this  time,  however,  our 
eledrical  machine  met  with  an  accident, 
which  neceffarily  gave  an  interruption  to 
the  ufe  of  this  remedy,  and  it  was  not  again 
got  fo  foon  out  of  the  hands  of  the  work- 
man as  could  have  been  wifhed.  Daring 

this 
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this  period,  the  patient  called  feveral  times 
without  being  electrified ; and,  after  re- 
peated difappointments,  he  at  laft  forfook 
us.  I muft  own,  that  I was  very  forry  for 
this  ; both  on  his  own  account,  as  I imagi- 
ned that  he  had  fome  chance  of  recovery 
from  it;  andonours,  as  it  prevented  the  trial 
which  we  had  in  view.  If  I fhall  ever  fall 
in  with  him  again,  provided  his  difeafe  is 
in  the  fame  fituation,  I fhall  advife  him  to 
renew  the  ufe  of  the  electricity.  Of  other 
meafures,  however,  which  ought  after- 
wards to  be  taken,  fhould  the  eletricity 
prove  abortive,  it  is  unneceflary  to  fay  any 
thing,  fince  there  is  but  little  profpect  that 
we  fhall  hereafter  have  any  opportunity  of 
treating  this  cafe. 

/ 

% * * * 

As  this  patient  never  afterwards  re- 
turned to  the  Difpenfary,  the  future  pro- 
grefs  and  the  event  of  his  cafe  aie  not  ac- 
curately known.  But  fome  of  the  gentle- 
men who  attended  the  ledlures  met  him 

fome 
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fome  months  afterwards  in  the  ftreet,  and 
he  informed  them  that  his  complaint  flill 
continued  nearly  in  the  fame  fhate  as  be- 
fore. At  that  time  he  was  under  the  di- 
rection of  another  pra&itioner. 


XXI. 

A Cafe  of  Convulfion,  treated  with  the  Pilule 

Ccerulece. 

/ 1 " 

M , a man  aged  twenty-nine, 

by  trade  a fhoemaker,  admitted  18th 
of  April  1777,  is  affeCted  almoft  every 
evening,  foon  after  going  to  bed,  with 
convulfive  motions  of  different  parts  of 
his  body,  particularly  of  the  legs  and  arms. 
The  length  of  time  for  which  thefe  fits 
continue  is  confiderably  varied.  Some- 
times they  laft  for  half  an  hour,  fome- 
times  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  when  they 
in  general  terminate  by  inducing  a pro- 
fit fe 
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fufe  fweat.  During  the  continuance  of 
the  fit  he  is  affeded  with  dyfpnoea  and  ver- 
tigo ; and  for  the  moft  part  it  is  attended 
alfo  with  an  involuntary  difchargeby  ftool 
and  urine.  Immediately  after  the  convul- 
five  motions  ceafe,he  in  general  falls  afleep, 
and  refts  well  during  the  night.  He  com- 
plains, however,  of  being  much  diftrefTed 
through  the  dayT  with  a fenfe  of  weight 
and  oppreffion  about  the  pracordia;  and 
he  is  alfo  frequently  diftrefTed  with  flatu- 
lence. 

His  appetite  is  fomewhat  impaired ; and 
his  belly  is  bound,  unlefs  when  he  ufes 
purgative  pills.  But  his  pulfe  and  heat  are 
natural. 

He  has  been  affeded  with  thefe  com- 
plaints for  about  the  fpace  of  three  weeks. 
Before  that,  he  was  never  fubjeded  to  any 
fimilar  affedion ; and  none  of  his  parents, 
or  near  connections,  were  ever  known  to 
be  liable  to  any  fuch  difeafe.  During  the 
fits  none  of  his  fenfes  are  impaired ; and  he 
can  fpeak  to  thofe  around  him,  although 
not  without  difficulty. 

He 
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Tic  imputes  his  affedtion  to  cxceftive 
drinking  of  ftrong  liquors,  with  which  he 
had  been  frequently  intoxicated  to  a great 
degree  before  his  fits  began. 

He  has  11  fed  fome  remedies  with  which 
he  is  unacquainted,  and  from  which  he 
has  derived  very  little,  if  any,  relief.  Ele 
is  at  p relent  in  the  habit  of  taking  Ander- 
fon’s  pills,  to  fuck  an  extent  as  to  produce 
two  or  three  loofe  ftools  every  day. 

Inter  mitt  ant  nr  pilule  cathartics , ct 

r Laudani  liquidi  guttas  cviginti  qinnqiie » 
Syrupi  fimplicis  drachmas  duas. 

Aqua  men  tbs  unciam  una?n.  M.  Fiat 
haujius  fumendus  omni  nolle  bora  fom- 
ni ; ncc  non  fir, mat  omni  mane  pi lu lam 
ccsruleam  unam. 

April  26.  He  has  taken  his  medicines  as 
directed,  and  he  has  had  no  fit  for  thefe 
feveral  days  paft.  But,  about  eleven  o’clock 
this  forenoon,  he  had  a flight  attack.  His 
belly  has  been  very  bound  : and,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  coftivenefs,  he  has  had  occa- 
fionally  recourfe  to  the  Anderfon’s  pill. 

Inttrmittatur  haujius ; ccntinucntur  pilules 
2 X caeruletfy 
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casrulece , et  capiat  alternis  noElibus  pilula- 
rum  ex  cdocynt hide  cum  aloe  gr ana-  decern  bora 
fomni. 

May  9.  He  had  a very  fevere  fit  on 
Wednefday  lad,  which  began  about  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued 
near  an  hour.  But  he  has  had  no  other 
fince  the  lad  report.  He  is,  however,  fre- 
quently affedled  with  ficknefs  at  domach, 
and  with  vomiting.  He  has  in  general  an 
eafy  dool  every  day  fince  he  began  the  ufe 
of  the  purgative  pills. 

Continuentur  medicament  a. 

May  16.  He  has  had  no  fit  fince  the  lad 
report,  and  he  has  been  but  little  affedted 
with  the  ficknefs  or  vomiting  : but  he 
complains  much  at  prefent  of  pain  about 
the  region  of  his  domach.  Belly  regular, 
although  he  has  taken  but  few  of  the  pur- 
gative pills. 

Intermit  tantiir  pilule  ex  colocynthide  cum 
aloe ; continuentur  pilules  ccerulea , et  capiat 
pilulam  imam  omni  mane  et  vejpere. 

May  23.  He  had  a fevere  fit  on  Friday 

night,  and  another  on  Saturday ; but 

fince 
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lince  that  he  has  had  no  return  of  them. 

’ f ‘,s  \ « 

Con tinuentur  pilules  ccerulex, Jed  capiat  pilu- 
las  duas  omni  no£ie  ct  pilulam  imam  omni  mane. 

May  30.  He  has  had  no  fit  fince  the 
laft  report ; but  he  complains  much  of 
ficknefs  at  his  flomach ; yet  his  appetite 
is  fomewhat  mended.  , 

Continuentur  pilulce  caerulece  ut  antea. 

Observations  delivered  June  10. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  is,  in  fome  re- 
fpe&s,  fingular ; and  affords,  I apprehend, 
an  example  of  a difeafe  not  every  day  oc- 
curring in  practice.  His  difeafe  confifts. 
of  paroxyfms  which  give  evident  indica- 
tion of  their  being  of  the  nervous  kind* 
Thefe,  at  their  firft  commencement,  were 
in  fome  refpefls  periodical,  returning  every 
evening  at  a certain  hour.  This  Rate  of 
appearances,  however,  was  but  of  fhort 
duration ; and  in  no  long  time  he  was 
fubjeft  to  attacks  of  them  with  the  fame 
irregularity  as  if  they  had  been  fits  of  the 
hyfterical  or  epileptic  kind.  It  may  far- 

X 2 ther 
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ther  be  obferved,  that  to  hyftcrical  and 
epileptic  fits,  they  had,  in  feveral  particu- 
lars, Lome  refcmblance.  And  fuch  afFeC- 
tions,  it  is  well  known,  are,  in  the  prefent 
age,  by  no  means  an  unfrequent  occur- 
rence. 

It  would  neceflariiy,  therefore,  prefent 
itfelf  as  a probable  fuppofition  at  lead, 
that  the  difeafe  of  our  prefent  patient  may 
be  a peculiar  modification  of  either.  When 
we  examine,  however,  the  cafe  with  atten- 
tion, ftrong  objections  occur  to  both  fup- 
pofitions.  It  cannot  indeed  be  denied,  that  / 
both  difeafes  put  on  very  various  appear- 
ances ; yet,  amidft  all  thefe,  there  are  cer- 
tain charadteriftical  fymptoms,  which,  with 
each,  are  uniformly  prefent,  and  which, 
whatever  may  be  the  variety  in  the  appear- 
ances, ferve  to  point  out  the  true  nature  ot 
the  affection. 

Plydei'ia,  m every  mftance,  is  attended 
with  a peculiar  affection  of  the  alimen 
tary  canal,  and  with  a particular  fiate  or 
mind,  the  patient  being  fubjed  to  a re- 
markable fluduation  of  fpirits,  both  in 

point 
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point  of  cheerfulnefs  and  defpondency. 
No  indication,  however,  either  of  the  one 
or  the  ocher,  is  to  be  found  in  the  cafe  be- 
fore us.  The  patient  indeed,  as  might  na- 
turally be  imagined,  is  fomething  alarmed 
by  the  difeafe  to  which  he  has  now  be- 
come fubjeded.  But,  by  this,  the  affec- 
tion of  mind  which  has  been  induced, 
approaches  to  the  defpondent  condition 
attending  melancholia  or  hypochondriacs; 
and  there  are  no  marks  of  that  variable 
Rate  of  temper  which  is  the  concomitant 
of  hyfteria.  Here,  it  muff  be  allowed,  that 
affections  of  the  alimentary  canal  are  not 
entirely  wanting;  and  that  thefe  alfo  con- 
ffitute,  as  it  were,  a conftant  part  of  the 
paroxyfm  : For  we  are  informed  in  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  difeafe,  that  the  xirft  attack  of 
the  fits  was  attended  with  an  irrefftible 
inclination  to  a difcharge  both  of  faeces 
and  of  urine.  Such  a difcharge  we  muff 
iuppofe  to  be  caufecl  by  fome  involuntary 
mufcular  adion.  And  it  might  proceed 
either  from  the  adion  of  the  containing 
organs,  as  the  bladder  and  redum ; or 

X 3 from 
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from  the  a&ion  of  other  mufcles,  as  the 
abdominal  ones,  giving  compreflion  to 
thefe  vifeera.  On  the  laft  of  thefe  fuppo- 
fttions,  which,  of  the  two,  is  not  the  leaft 
improbable,  we  have,  in  this  cafe,  no  pro- 
per affection  of  the  alimentary  canal.  But, 
even  adopting  the  fir  ft  to  be  the  real  caufe 
of  the  involuntary  difeharge,  yet  this  is  an 
affection  very  different  from  that  murmur- 
ing of  the  belly,  or  fenfe  of  a ball  riling  to 
the  throat,  which  occurs  in  hyfteria.  Be- 
lides,  although  this  appearance  at  firft  took 
place,  yet  it  has  for  fome  time  ceafed  ; and 
he  has  had,  even  of  late,  feveral  very  fe- 
vere  fits,  where  there  was  no  fuch  appear- 
ance. There  can  be  no  queftion,  then, 
that  the  effential  fymptoms  of  Hyfteria 
are  here  wanting,  and  that  we  muft  look 
for  the  affection  under  fome  other  genus. 

To  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  an  epi- 
lepfy,  another  affedion  of  the  nervous 
kind,  to  which  it  has  alfo  fome  refem- 
blance,  there  are  ftill  greater  difficulties. 
Even  in  the  convulftve  agitations  of  the 
leo-s  and  arms,  there  is  an  obvious  diftnni- 

T . ■ 4 litude. 
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litude.  There  the  motions  are  violent, 
but  without  rapid  fuccefiion.  In  the  cafe 
before  us,  they  are  of  that  quick  nature 
which  gives  the  ridiculous  contorfions  in  the 
chorea  Sancfti  Viti.  Befides  this,  a Rill  more 
effential  fymptom  of  the  epilepfy  is  here 
wanting  ; for,  during  the  whole  continu- 
ance of  the  fit,  the  patient  retains  every 
fenfe,  and  can  even  fpeak  tolerably  di- 
ftindlly.  But  in  epilepfy  this  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe.  The  fenfes,  both  external 
and  internal,  are  manifeftly  affedled.  The 
recovery  from  the  fit  is,  in  general,  with 
marks  of  delirium,  and  with  incoherent 
fpeech.  And  I am  even  difpofed  to  con- 
fider  the  total  abolition  of  fenfe,  at  leaft 
for  fome  length  of  time,  as  an  effential 
charadleriftic  of  that  affetfiion. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  we  have  clonic 
fpafms  of  voluntary  mufcles,  without  any 
affedtion  of  the  mental  faculties  ; and  I 
look  upon  it  as  affording  us  a ftriking  in- 
fiance  of  the  Convulfio,  ftri&ly  fo  called. 
This  affe&ion,  in  different  nofological  fy- 
ftems,  you  will  find  diftinguifhed  by  the 

X 4 titles 
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titles  of  Chorea,  Scelotyrbe,  Hieranofos, 
and  the  like.  But  although  it  be  divided 
by  lome  nofologitts  into  fo  many  genera, 
yet  it  is  by  no  means  a common  com- 
plaint. 1 would  not,  however,  be  under- 
hood  to  reprefent  it  as  never  occurring. 

It  is  particularly  known  to  practitioners 
under  the  form  of  what  is  called  the  Cho- 
rea San&i  Viti ; a difeafe  in  which  fuch  odd 
motions  occur,  as  afford  at  the  fame  time 
an  object  of  pity  and  of  laughter.  Befides 
this,  according  to  the  mufcles  affeded,  and 
the  mode  of  the  affection,  it  puts  on  va- 
rious appearances.  For  the  defcription  of 
thefe  I may  refer  you  to  the  practical  wri- 
ters in  general,  particularly  to  Dr  Syden- 
ham. You  will,  however,  find  a remark- 
able cafe  of  this  aiTeehion  related  by  Dr 
White  of  York,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  - 

the  Medical  Commentaries ; and,  from 

' * 

the  hiftorv  which  he  gives,  it  will  appear, 

«< 

that  this  affection  is,  in  feme  inftances, 
much  more  diftrefling  than  it  was  with 
our  patient. 

From  the  favourable  conclusion  of  that 

cafe, 
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cafe,  I fhould  be  difpofed  to  entertain 
greater  hopes  of  the  prefent  than  I would 
do  otherwife.  I mult,  however,  obferve, 
that,  refpe&ing  the  prognofis,  I cannot 
here  fpeak  with  very  great  confidence.  I 
do  not  indeed  fee  any  fymptoms  which 
threaten  imminent  danger ; and  I have 
therefore  endeavoured,  as  much  as  I could, 
to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  the  patient. 
Such  affections,  however,  are,  in  general, 
the  confequence  only  of  a change  being, 
as  it  were,  induced  on  the  conftitution. 
Hence,  when  they  have  once  taken  place, 
they  cannot  eafily  be  removed.  I fhould 
not  therefore  be  furprifed  if  the  prefent 
cafe  be  found  to  refill  the  efficacy  of  medi- 
cines for  fame  time,’  or  even  at  length  to 
baffle  our  utmoll  efforts. 

Such  a termination  is  the  rather  to  be 
feared,  as  there  is  ground  for  prefuming 
that  the  patient  will  continue  to  be  fub- 
jeCled  to  the  caufe  at  firft  inducing  the  af- 
fe&ion.  For  1 have  little  doubt  in  adopt- 
ing his  own  fuppofition,  that  it  was  the 
effeCl  of  frequent  hard  drinking.  This  is 

ge- 
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generally  enumerated  among  the  caufes  of 
convulfio  by  practical  authors,  and  is,  I 
believe,  one  of  the  molt  common.  At  leaft, 
the  only  inftance  of  proper  chorea  Sancti 
Viti  which  I ever  faw,  was,  I apprehend,  with 
juftice,  to  be  attributed  to  the  fame  caufe. 
And  indeed  the  unfteadinefs  and  fhaking 
of  the  hands,  which  very  generally  occur 
from  hard  drinking,  are  perhaps  not  lefs 
an  approach  to  this  than  to  a ftate  of  pa- 
ralyfis. 

Suppofing  this  to  be  the  caufe,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  he  will  again  be  expo- 
fed  to  it : for  I am  informed  by  the  tradef- 
man  to  whom  this  patient  is  a journey- 
man, that  he  has  of  late  years  fallen  very 
much  into  the  habit  of  drinking  ; a habit 
which,  when  contracted,  is  not  eafily  re- 
linquifhed.  From  this  circumftance,  there- 
fore, I conclude,  that  the  cure  will  as  much 
depend  upon  himfelf  as  upon  any  thing 
we  can  do  for  him. 

While  he  continues  to  attend  us,  how- 
ever, meafures  may,  I apprehend,  be  taken 
with  fome  profped  of  fuccefs.  And  I am 

even 
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even  difpofed  to  think,  that  the  difeafe  has 
already,  in  fome  degree,  yielded  to  the  me- 
dicines employed. 

I come  next,  then,  to  explain  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  I have  hitherto  proceeded 
in  what  I have  already  done,  and  briefly 
to  Rate  the  future  objedls  which  I have  in 
view. 

I conflder  all  mufcular  adlion  to  be  the 
effedt  of  nervous  influence,  whether  the 
motion  in  that  fluid  be  excited  by  the  ac- 
tion of  a ftimulus,  by  the  power  of  voli- 
tion, or  by  any  other  means.  I would 
then  place  the  proximate  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe in  what  we  may  call  an  inordinate 
motion  of  the  nervous  fluid.  For  exciting 
this  motion  a certain  ftimulus  is  requiftte; 
and.  that  this  ftimulus  again  may  have  ef- 
fect, a peculiar  irritability  of  the  moving 
fibre  is  ueceffary.  We  may  therefore  con- 
flder two  great  objedts  as  chiefly  claiming 

our  attention  in  the  cure. 

■ 

1 . The  removal  of  the  exciting  caufes. 

2,  The  removal  of  that  condition  of  the 

moving 
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moving  fibre;  without  which  thefe  caufes 
can  have  no  effecft. 

If  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe 
ends  be  completely  obtained,  it  is  evident 
that  the  accefiion  can  no  longer  occur.  To 
the  firft  we  are  conftantly  and  almoft  un- 
avoidably expofed.  It  is  therefore  chiefly 
on  the  laid  footing  that  a radical  cure  is  to 
be  expended.  And  by  the  removal  of  fuch 
a condition  of  the  fyftem,  not  only  con- 
vulfio,  ftridtly  fo  called,  but  even  the 
much  more  obfiinate  affection  of  epilep- 
fia,  is  fometimes  overcome. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  fome  meafures 
have  been  taken  with  both  thefe  inten- 
tions ; but  I chiefly  put  dependence  here  on 
the  laft.  As  the  fits  came  at  firft  by  regu- 
lar acceffions,  1 imagined  that  fome  benefit 
might  be  derived  from  anticipating  them: 
And  it  was  with  this  view  that  1 dire(fted 
an  opiate  to  be  taken  at  the  ufual  time  of 
the  attack.  With  the  intention  alfo  of  fe- 
curing  a regular  clifcharge  by  the  belly, 
and  thus,  at  leaft,  preventing  one  caufe 

of  irritation,  I have  employed  purgative 

pills. 
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pills.  But  I have  chiefly  trufted  the  cure 
to  the  ufe  of  the  cuprum  ammoniacum, 
under  the  form  of  the  pilulse  coeruleas ; 
than  which  I know  no  medicine  more 
powerful  in  removing  a difpofition  to  con- 
vulsive affections.  And  I had  lately  occa- 
fion  to  treat  a cafe  of  the  epilepfy,  where 
there  is  little  doubt  that  this  has  been  the 
means  of  obtaining  a radical  cure.  It  is 
my  intention,  therefore,  to  give  it  a fair 
trial  in  the  prefent  cafe;  and  with  that 
view  I have  already  augmented  the  dole 
from  one  to  three  pills  in  the  day.  To  this 
extent,  it  has  had  no  other  obvious  ope- 
ration than  that  of  fupporting  the  ficknefs 
at  ftomach  of  which  he  complains.  I am 
difpofed  to  think,  however,  that  it  has  al- 
ready had  fome  good  effeCt  on  his  difeafe. 
I confider  it  as  in  a great  meafure  produ- 
cing the  long  intermiffions  which  have  of 
late  taken  place.  And  I am  even  in  hopes 
that,  by  means  of  it,  the  cure  may  be  ef- 
fected. 

If,  however,  I fhould  either  be  difap- 
pointed,  or  the  difeafe  prove  tedious,  I 

have 
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have  thoughts  of  conjoining  with  it  cold 
bathing.  And  if  both  prove  abortive,  it 
is  my  intention  to  try  this  patient  with  the 
Peruvian  bark.  During  this  courfe,  how- 
ever, it  is  requifite  for  him  to  avoid  as 
much  as  pofhble  every  caufe  exciting  the 
paroxyfms  or  fupporting  predifpofition. 
And,  above  all,  I have  enjoined  fobriety ; 
on  which  perhaps,  more  than  any  other 
circumftance,  the  cure  in  the  inflance  be- 
fore us  muft  depend. 

Sequel. 

. » 

This  patient  continued  on  the  ufe  of  the 
pilulse  cceruleac  for  fome  weeks  longer: 
And,  without  either  inereafmg  the  dofe,  or 
employing  any  other  medicine,  his  affec- 
tion was  entirely  removed,  and  his  atten- 
dance at  the  Difpenfary  difcontinued. 


XXII. 
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XXII. 

A Cafe  in  ’which  fevere  periodical  Pains  of 
the  Inteflines  r were  removed  by  the  Ufe  of 
the.  Pilules  Gummofs. 

A~  O , a man  in  the  fortieth 

year  of  his  age,  admitted  May  10. 
1777>  by  ^ade  a balket-maker,  of  a low 
ftature,  thin  habit,  and  dark  complexion, 
complains  of  being,  at  times,  affedled  with 
very  violent  pain  of  his  belly.  This  pain 
is  attended  with  conliderable  fwelling  and 
diftention  of  the  part,  which  feems  to  arife 
from  wind ; and  on  the  difeharge  of  wind 
he  is  always  relieved.  This  pain  extends 
upwards  from  the  under  part  of  his  belly 
thi  ough  his  whole  body,  and  it  is  particu- 
larly fevere  under  his  arm-pits.  After  a 
fliort  continuance,  the  diftention  ceafes ; 
but  he  is  affedled  with  pain,  to  fome  de- 
gree, through  the  remainder  of  the  day, 

after 
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after  each  attack ; but  during  the  night  it 
in  general  ceafes. 

He  is  affe&ed  with  an  attack  of  this  kind 
almod  every  day,  particularly  when  the 
weather  is  cold.  They  are  always  prece- 
ded by  the  difcharge  of  about  two  fpoon- 
fuls  of  an  infipid  watery  fluid  from  his 
mouth.  And  this  he  takes  as  a fignal  foi 
loofing  his  apron  and  waiflcoat ; for  un- 
lefs  he  does  fo,  the  fwelling  of  his  belly 
and  fevere  pain,  which  indantly  fuper- 
vene,  occafion  much  greater  une^finefs. 
During  thefe  attacks  he  complains  of  much 
third ; and  when  the  returns  of  the  pain 
are  frequent,  he  is  troubled  with  obdin<u.e 
codivenefs ; at  other  times,  his  belly  is  re- 
gular. His  appetite  is  good  j he  fleeps 
well ; pulfe  64  ; heat  natural. 

He  has  been  fubjecled  to  thefe  complaints 
for  thefe  twelve  years  pad.  And  from  the 
beginning  they  put  on  nearly  the  fame  ap- 
pearance as  at  prefent.  But  of  late  the  at- 
tacks have  become  more  frequent  and 
more  feycre. 

He  knows  no  particular  caufe  to  which 

thefe 
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thefe  complaints  can  be  afcribed ; and  lie 
has  ufed  but  few  medicines,  from  which 
he  has  derived  only  very  flight  temporary 
relief.  He  obferves,  however,  that  when 
his  belly  is  loofe  his  complaints  are  much 
eafier ; and  nothing  affords  him  fo  much 
relief,  when  his  pain  is  very  fevere,  as  a 
warm  cloth  applied  to  his  abdomen ; which, 
however,  is  frequently  ineffectual. 

Capiat  omni  no  Pie  hora fomni  pilul arum  gum- 
mofarnm  gran  a decent. 

May  16.  He  difcharges  much  wind 
downwards  fince  he  began  the  ufe  of  the 
pills  ; and  they  have  the  effeCt  of  keeping 
his  belly  gently  open.  He  has  had  no  re- 
turn of  the  diflention  or  violent  pain. 

Continuentur  pilul  a gummofee. 

May  23.  He  ftill  continues  to  difcharge 
much  wind  downwards,  and  has  had  no 
attack  of  the  violent  pain  fince  he  began 
the  ufe  of  the  pills.  Belly  regular. 

Continuetur  me  die  amentum. 

May  30.  He  continues  free  from  any 
return  of  his  pain,  and  is  in  other  refpeCts 
in  perfeCt  health. 

Qbfcr - 
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Observations  delivered  June  3. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  had  very  foon 
a favourable  termination  under  our  care; 
or  at  lead  he  had  fuch  an  intermiffion 
from  his  affedtion,  that  I judged  it  unne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  continue  his  attendance 
any  longer.  I would,  however,  by  no 
means  be  aftonifhed  if  he  fhould  be  again 
affedted  with  a return  of  his  former  ail- 
ments ; and  I muft  own,  that  the  relief  he 
obtained  from  his  complaint  was  much 
fooner  than  I fhould  have  expedted.  For 
I confider  his  cafe  as  by  no  means  with- 
out Angularity.  It  is  eafier,  I apprehend, 
to  form  a probable  guefs  as  to  the  nature 
of  this  affedlion,  than  to  give  it  either  a 
proper  name,  or  to  explain  all  the  pheno- 
mena. It  is  evident,  that  the  eflential  part 
of  his  difeafe  confifls  in  pains  beginning 
in  the  abdomen;  and  thefe,  while  they 
continue,  fublift  with  very  great  violence. 
Among  nofological  writers,  all  pains  of  the 
inteftines,  not  arifing  from  any  fixed  caufe, 

are 
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&re  referred  only  to  the  general  head  of  Co- 
lica.  To  the  bellowing  this  denomination 
on  the  prefent  affedion,  there  is,  however, 
fome  objedion.  From  its  tranfitory  na- 
ture, as  well  as  from  the  frequency  of  its 
returns,  it  differs,  in  appearance  at  leaft, 
from  what  is  generally  known  by  the  title 
of  Colica ; and  that,  too,  even  when  colica 
arifes  from  flatulence ; which  manifeffly 
appears  to  be  the  caufe  of  pain  in  the  in- 
ftance  before  us. 

But,  befides  this,  there  are  feveral  other 
peculiarities  in  the  prefent  cafe.  As  an  ex- 
ample of  thefe,  we  may  mention  the  par- 
ticular fymptom  preceding  the  attack,  the 
uncommon  flow  of  faliva  into  the  mouth. 
In  what  manner  this  is  conneded  with  the 
other  parts  of  the  affedion,  I muft  own,  I 
- am  totally  at  a lofs  to  fay.  It  is  indeed 
obvious,  that  an  increafed  feparation  of 
fluids  by  the  falivary  glands  is  the  effed 
of  many  different  peculiar  fenfations.  Thus, 
for  example,  it  arifes  not  unfrequently 
from  particular  founds.  We  may  at  lead 
conjedure,  therefore,  that  it  is  produced, 
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in  the  prefent  inftance,  by  a cairfe  fome- 
thing  fimilar ; and  that  it  depends  on  a pe- 
culiar fenfation  arifing  from  the  bowels, 
which  precedes  the  violent  pain, 

I may  here  obferve,  that  this  is  not  the 
only  inftance  in  which  I have  known  fuch 
an  appearance  to  occur.  I have  had  oc- 
cafion  to  treat  feveral  cafes  of  epilepfy,  in 
which  a flow  of  infipid  watery  fluid  into 
the  mouth  was  the  forerunner  of  the  at- 
tack. And  there  I was  difpofed  to  ima- 
gine that  it  might  be  explained  on  the 
fuppofition  now  thrown  out.  But  whe- 
ther, in  the  one  cafe  or  the  other,  the  fup- 
pofition was  well  founded,  I will  not  pre- 
tend to  affirm. 

As  the  affediion  of  this  patient  is  Angu- 
lar in  the  circumftances  preceding  the  pain, 
fo  it  is  alfo  in  the  confequences  of  it,  or 
at  leaft  in  the  direftion  in  which  it  is  pro- 
pagated. We  are  told,  that  in  every  at- 
tack it  begins  at  the  under  part  of  the  bel- 
ly, and  that  in  the  pained  part  there  is  a 
manifeft  fwelling  and  diftention.  It  is 

foon,  however,  propagated  from  the  part 

where 
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where  it  has  its  origin,  through  the  trunk 
of  the  body  in  general,  and  it  terminates 
as  it  were  under  the  arm-pits,  in  which  it 
is  particularly  fevere.  From  what  caufe 
it  is  determined  in  this  particular  di- 
redion,  I cannot  pretend  to  fay.  Some 
would  be  dilpofed  to  refer  it  to  the  conti- 
nuity of  membranes  ; while,  at  .the  fame 
time,  they  would  refer  the  feverity  of  it 
under  the  arm-pit  to  the  termination  and 
interruption  of  thefe. 

To  this  reafoning,  I insuft  own  that  I 
know  no  very  ftrong  objedion : at  the 
fame  time,  I can  hardly  confider  it  as  con- 
firmed by  the  phenomena ; for  although, 
in  particular  cafes,  as  in  the  prefent,  pain, 
may  always  follow  a certain  diredion ; 
yet  when  we  compare  together  different 
cafes,  the  courfe  in  .which  pains  are  pro- 
pagated is  very  much  varied,  while  at 
the  fame  time,  in  all  thefe  inftances,  the 
connedion  of  the  membranes  is  the  fame. 
1 am  therefore  difpofed  to  confi der  the  di- 
redion  in  which  it  is  propagated,  to  be,  in 
each  cafe,  the  confequence  of  the  particu- 

Y 3 . lar 


346  MEDICAL  CASES 

lar  condition  of  the  parts  which  are  more 
efpecially  affedted  ; but  at  the  fame  time, 
it  is  probably  rather  from  the  condition 
of  the  nerves  in  the  part  than  of  the  fimple 
folids. 

Yet,  on  whatever  footing  we  are  to  ex- 
plain the  appearances  which  are  either  the 
forerunners  or  the  confequences  of  the 
prefent  attacks,  we  can,  I apprehend,  have 
little  doubt  in  afcribing  the  principal  part 
of  the  complaint  to  an  affedlion  of  the 
fpafmodic  kind;  and  we  mult  confider 
this  fpafmodic  affb&ion  to  arife  from  di- 
ftention  of  the  inteflines  by  wind.  This 
is  equally  evident,  both  from  the  fuell- 
ing of  the  belly,  and  from  the  relief  which 
the  patient  receives  on  the  difcharge  of 
wind. 

On  this  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  affec- 
tion, 1 did  not  defpair  of  being  able  to 
bring  about  a cure,  or  at  leaft  of  allevia- 
ting the  feverity  of  the  pains,  and  of  di- 
minifhing  the  frequency  of  the  attacks. 
When  I confidered,  however,  the  violence 
of  the  attacks,  I was  difpofed  to  think  that 
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it  would  not  be  ealily  effected.  And  when  I 
reflected  that  it  had  fubfifted  for  the  fpace 
of  twelve  years,  I imagined  it  would  not 
be  brought  about  in  a fhort  fpace  of  time. 
While,  therefore,  I looked  for  a favourable 
termination,  I yet  dreaded  that  the  cafe 
would  be  tedious.  In  this,  however,  it 
appeared,  from  what  afterwards  happened, 
that  my  apprehenfions  were  groundlefs. 

I conlidered  the  cure  of  this  affection  as 
turning  on  two  circumftances.  The  firft 
was  the  frequent  expulfion  of  wind  from 
the  inteftines,  by  which  the  caufe  indu- 
cing the  fpafmodic  affection  would  be  taken 
off ; and  the  fecond,  the  removal  of  the 
difpolition  to  fpafm,  from  which,  although 
the  irritating  caufe  might  in  fome  meafure 
remain,  yet  it  would  foon  ceafe  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  former  effect.  It  was  with 
the  view  of  anfwering  both  thefe  inten- 
tions that  I had  here  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of 
the  pilulae  gummofe,  in  which  I trufted 
chiefly  to  the  ftimulant  and  antifpafmodic 
powers  of  the  afa  fcetida. 

There  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  this 
Y 4 medi-* 
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medicine  fully  anfwered  the  intentions 
which  I had  in  view.  From  the  time  that 
our  patient  began  to  ufe  this  medicine,  he  . 
had  a free  difcharge  of  wind  downwards  ; 
and  it  feemed  to  have  further  the  effect  of 
occafioning  a regular  evacuation  of  fecu- 
lent matter  by  ftool ; for  during  the  ufe  of 
the  pills  his  belly  was  moderately  open. 
With  thefe  changes  the  patient  yras  at  the 
fame  time  freed  from  any  return  of  the 
violent  pain ; and,  after  luffering  no  re- 
lapfe  for  the  fpace  of  a month,  1 thought 
it  unneceffary  to  perfift  any  longer  in  the 
ufe  of  the  medicine.  I difmiffed  him 

therefore,  for  the  time  at  lead,  cured.  I 
* # 
will  not,  however,  fay  that  he  will  con- 
tinue free  from  all  return.  But  if  this 
fhould  be  the  cafe,  we  will  probably  hear 
of  him  again  ; and,  by  the  ufe  of  the  fame 
medicines,  his  complaint,  I hope,  may  be 
removed. 

■ 

* * * * 

This  patient  did  not  again  make  appli-  j 

cation  ; 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  349 


cation  at  the  Difpenfary  after  he  was  dif- 
miffed.  And  when  inquiry  was  made  af- 
ter him  at  the  end  of  feveral  months  after 
he  was  difmiffed  from  the  Difpenfary,  he 
flill  continued  free  from  any  return  of  his 
former  complaint,  and.  in  other  refpedts 
in  perfect  health. 


XXIII, 

An  obflinate  cutaneous  Ajfeftion  of  the  leprous 

kind , 

R , a woman  in  the  thirty- 

fifth  year  of  her  age,  of  a moderate- 
ly full  habit  and  middle  ftature,  has,  on 
different  parts  of  the  trunk  of  her  body, 
an  eruption,  appearing  under  the  form  of 
dry  white- coloured  fcales,  riling  a little 
above  the  furface  of  the  fkin.  Her  legs 
and  arms  are  alfo  overfpread  with  an  erup- 
tion of  the  fame  kind  ; but  few  appear  on 
Jier  face.  Thefe  dry  fcabs  are  of  different 

fizes  5 
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fizes ; fome  of  them  lefs  than  a fixpence, 
others  larger  than  a fhilling. 

Thefe  white  fcurfs  fometimes  fpontane- 
oufly  fall  off,  and  the  parts  below  appear 
preternaturally  red,  but  are  not  in  any  de- 
gree ulcerated,  and  never  manifeftly  dif- 
charge  any  matter.  When  the  white  dry 
fcurfs  fall  off,  the  parts  below  are  fome- 
what  hot  and  itchy,  but  not  to  any  great 
degree  ; and  in  a fhort  time  they  are  again 
gradually  covered  by  other  white  fcabs  of 
the  fame  nature. 

She  is  never  free  from  this  affeiftion  for 
any  part  of  the  year  ; but  the  eruption  is 
ufually  obferved  to  be  moft  extenlive  du- 
ring fpring  and  autumn.  Befides  the  erup- 
tion, (he  complains  alfo  of  being  frequent- 
ly affe&ed  with  headach,  attended  with 
fome  degree  of  vertigo,  which  principally 
attacks  her  in  the  morning,  and  is  for  the 
moft  part  eafier  towards  night.  Her  ap- 
petite is  good  ; her  heat  natural ; and  her 
pulfe  beats  about  eighty  ftrokes  in  the  mi- 
nute. Her  belly  and  menfes  are  regular. 

This  eruption  firft  appeared  about  four- 
teen 
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teen  years  ago,  and  was  then  nearly  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  at  prefent.  During  the 
period  of  its  continuance,  it  has  at  differ- 
ent times  yielded  to  medicines  directed  for 
the  removal  of  it.  But  fhe  has  never  been 
long  free  from  it.  She  does  not  know  what 
the  medicines  were.  But  about  five  years 
ago,  when  fhe  was  in  the  Royal  Infirmary 
for  this  complaint,  where  Ihe  remained 
for  the  fpace  of  about  fixteen  weeks,  fhe 
received  very  confiderable  relief  from  the 
ufe  of  pills,  which  had  the  effect  of  ren- 
dering her  teeth  loofe. 

She  afcribes  this  complaint  to  her  ha- 
ving eat  much  falmon,  and  afterwards 
drunk  frefh  milk ; as,  foon  after  fhe  had 
done  fo,  the  prefent  affection  began.  None 
of  her  parents  or  near  relations  have  ever 
been  fubje<5ted  to  any  fuch  complaint. 
And  her  diet,  as  well  as  her  mode  of  li- 
ving, in  other  refpedts,  has  been  in  no  par- 
ticular different  from  that  of  other  people 
of  her  own  rank. 

& Mercurii  corrofivi  fublimati  grana  qua - 
tuor  aqua  fait  an#  uncias  Jeptem  fiat  falutio , et 
fiolutiom  adde  fpiritus  lavcnduU  compofita  un - 

clam 
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ciam  imam.  M.  Capiat  fcmunciam  omrii  nofts 
hora  fomni. 

May  13.  She  has  taken  the  folution  re- 
gularly ; and  it  has  never  produced  any 
fweat  during  the  night : but  the  firft  dofes 
griped  her  a little,  and  occafionedfome  loofc 
ftools  in  the  morning.  Now,  however,  it 
neither  produces  gripes  nor  loofenefs  ; but 
flie  does  not  obferve  any  obvious  change 
in  the  eruption  or  in  the  (late  of  her  other 
complaints. 

Continuetur  medic  amentum  ut  antea. 

May  1*6.  Her  fymptoms  continue  as  be- 
fore, and  flie  has  no  uneafmefs  from  the 
folution. 

Continuetur  medk amentum. 

May  23.  The  eruption  is  fomewhat  di- 
mi  niflied  on  the  trunk  of  her  body,  but 
on  her  arms  it  continues  much  in  the  fame 
ft  ate  as  formerly.  In  other  refpefts,  how- 
ever, flie  now  thinks  that  fhe  enjoys  better 
health  than  at  the  time  when  flie  began 
her  medicines. 

Continuetur  folutio. 

J^Jay  30.  The  eruption  on  her  arms  is 

nothing 
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nothing  diminifhed ; and  that  on  the 
trunk  of  her  body  is  rather  increased  fmce 
laft  report.  The  folution  has  of  late  occa- 
fioned  much  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  and  fe- 
vere  gripes,  with  fome  loofenefs ; but  it 
has  never  had  any  effect  in  producing 
moifture  on  the  (kin  during  the  night. 

Intermit tatur  folutio  mercurii  corrofivi  jub- 
limati , et 

R Acidi  vitriolici  drachmam  imam . 

Aquts  fcntana  fefcnnciam. 

Syrupi  fimplicis  femunciam.  M. 

Capiat  drachmam  imam  ex  aquz  cyatho 
omni  mane. 

June  10.  The  mixture  with  the  vitriolic 
acid  occaiions  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  but 
without  vomiting.  She  ftill  complains  of 
gripes ; and  is  particularly  affe<5ted  with 
them  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  are  in 
general  attended  with  fome  degree  of  loofe- 
nefs. The  eruption  on  her  arms,  and  alfo 
on  the  trunk  of  her  body,  is  much  dimi- 
nifhed fince  flie  began  this  medicine. 

Continuetur  miflura  vitriolic  a*  Sed  capiat , 
drachmam  unam  mane  et  vefpere ; nec  non  ca~ 

piatf 
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piaty  bis  in  feptimana , falls  Glauberi  fefcun- 
ciarn  ex  aqua  ferventis  unciis  otto  pro  cathar - 
tico. 

June  17.  The  two  dofes  of  Glauber’s 
falts  operated  rather  feverely ; but  the 
mixture  with  the  vitriolic  acid  fits  eafily  on 
her  ftomach.  And  the  eruption  is  now 
almoft  entirely  gone  from  every  part  of 
the  furface  of  her  body,  excepting  a little 
about  the  wrifts  and  ankles. 

Continuetur  mixtura  'vitriolic a ut  antea  ; et 
repetatur  fal  Glauberi  bis  in  feptimana , fed 
capiat  unciam  unam  folummodo. 

Observations  delivered  June  24. 

The  affection  under  which  this  patient  la- 
bours, at  leaft  the  far  greater  part  of  it,  is  an 
obvious  one.  It  affords  us  an  evident  ex- 
ample of  a cutaneous  difeafe,  and  that,  too, 
not  lefs  extenfive  than  diftin&ly  marked  in 
its  appearance.  Some  parts,  indeed,  of  the 
furface  of  the  body  are  more  affected  with 
it  than  others : apd  this  is  particularly  the 

cafe 
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cafe  with  refpedt  to  the  fuperior  extremi- 
ties. But,  befides  thefe,  the  inferior  ex- 
tremities alfo,  and  the  trunk  of  her  body* 
when  fhe  came  under  our  care*  were  in 
many  places  covered  with  the  fame  erup- 
tion. But,  exclufive  of  the  difeafe  obvi- 
oufly  appearing,  there  were  alfo  marks  in- 
dicating here  a general  affedtion  of  the  fy- 
ftem  ; for  of  fuch  an  affection  the  headach 
and  vertigo,  to  which  fhe  is  frequently  fub- 
jedted,  afford  undoubted  evidence.  Thefe* 
however,  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  by 
any  means  conftituting  a feparate  difeafe, 
or  giving  what  could  be  viewed  as  a com- 
plicated affedtion.  They  are  merely  to  be 
confidered  as  fymptoms  from  the  cutane- 
ous affedtion,  and  that  probably  depend- 
ing on  the  difcharge  by  the  furface. 

Notwithflanding  the  extent  of  the  dif- 
eafe, however,  it  would  appear  that  her 
health,  in  feveral  refpedts,  is  very  little  af- 
fedled.  Her  pulfe  and  heat  are  at  the  na- 
tural ftandard ; while,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  difcharges  by  ftool,  urine,  and  other 
exci  etions,  are  in  a healthful  condition, 

^ and 
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and  her  appetite  is  unimpaired.  I could, 
therefore,  confider  her  as  being  fubjedted 
to  no  other  difeafe  but  the  obvious  cuta- 
neous affection. 

Of  the  diftindtion  of  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, and  of  the  general  caufes  to  which 
they  are  to  be  attributed,  when  fpeaking 
of  fome  other  cafes,  I have  already  had  oc- 
cafion  to  make  fome  remarks.  According 
to  the  diitindtion  which  I then  attempted 
to  eftablifh,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  re- 
ferring the  prefent  cafe  to  the  head  of  the 
Lepra.  And  here  I find  very  diftinctly 
almoft  all  the  charadters  of  the  lepra,  as 
defined  by  the  greater  number  of  nofolo- 
gifts.  True,  indeed,  it  is  here  faid,  that 
there  is  neither  any  itchy  nor  painful  fen- 
fation  from  the  eruption.  And  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  former  of  thefe,  the 
itchy  fenfation,  is  introduced  into  the  de- 
finition of  lepra  by  mod  nofologifts.  But 
it  cannot,  I imagine,  be  confidered  as  an 
effential  part  of  the  difeafe.  And,  not- 
withflanding  the  account  given  by  0111 
patient,  it  is,  I think,  extremely  doubtful 
^ whether 
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whether  this  fenfation  has  been  entirely 
wanting. 

Of  all  the  fpecies  defcribed  by  Mr  Sau- 
vages,  the  prefent  moll  nearly  refembles 
his  Lepra  Grsecorum,  or,  as  it  is  called  or- 
dinarily, the  Lepra.  And  it  is  here  to  be 
obfervedj  that  the  parts  affected  are  with- 
out. pain,  and  in  fome  meafure  infenlible. 
Thus,  as  far  as  any  itchy  fenfation  does 
occur,  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  parts 
furrounding  the  fcabs. 

This  affedlion,  we  may  obferve,  takes 
place,  now  at  lead,  but  rarely  in  this  coun- 
try ; and  I may  fay,  that  I never  before 
faw  an  inflance  occurring  precifely  in  the 
fame  form  as  the  prefent.  The  eruption 
is  more  dry  and  fcaly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  thefe  fcales  fmaller  in  fize,  and  ex- 
tending farther  over  the  body,  than  is  ge- 
nerally the  cafe. 

From  every  circum fiance,  I was  difpofed 
to  conclude,  that  we  fhould  find  this  affec- 
tion very  obflinate.  The  difeafe,  in  the 
(late  here  defcribed,  is  generally  remarked 
to  be  fo.  But  it  may  be  confidered  as  flill 

2 farther 
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farther  unfavourable  in  the  inftance  before 
us,  that  the  affeflion  is  by  no  means  in  a 
recent  date.  Before  this  patient  came  un- 
der our  care,  it  had  already  dibfided  four- 
teen years  ; and  during  that  period  a great 
variety  of  medicines  had  been  tried  in 
vain.  To  fome,  indeed,  we  are  told,  that 
it  feemed  for  a little  time  to  yield  ; but  it 
foon  again  returned  to  its  former  condi- 
tion. When,  therefore,  there  is  thus  far 
evidence  of  its  being  rooted  in  the  condi- 
tution,  we  cannot  reafonably  expedt  an  ex- 
peditious cure  ; and  there  is  even  reafon  to 
apprehend,  that  in  the  end  we  {hall  be  as 
much  foiled  as  other  practitioners  have 
been.  I may,  however,  affert,  that  the  at- 
tempts to  cure  which  we  have  already 
made,  have  not  been  altogethei  without 
effect:  and  I am  not  without  hopes  that 
we  {hall  be  able  to  difmifs  this  patient 
considerably  relieved,  and  that  fhe  will  at 
lead  continue  fo  for  fome  time. 

I have  formerly  obferved,  that,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  principles  on  which  the  prac- 
tice in  fuch  a caie  ought  to  proceed,  I am 

much 
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fnuch  at  a lofs.  Thefe  are  in  a great  mca- 
fure  to  be  accommodated  to  the  particular 
eaufe  from  which  the  affeCtion  more  im- 
mediately arifes ; and  while  fuch  caufes 
are  in  their  nature  very  different,  they 
cannot  always,  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, be  determined. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  there  are  few  cir- 
cumftances  throwing  much  light  on  the 
particular  caufes  which  have  operated.  In 
this  way*  there  is  no  conclufion  to  be 
drawn  from  the  remote  caufes.  The  pa- 
tient herfelf  aferibed  her  affection  to  eat- 
ing £fli  with  milk.  For  this  conjecture, 
however,  I am  difpofed  to  think  there  is 
no  foundation.  Not  only  patients  them- 
felves  indeed,  but  practitioners  alfo,  are 
led  to  conlider  the  ufe  of  filh  as  a power- 
ful eaufe  of  cutaneous  difeafes  ; and  I do 
not  mean  to  deny  that  it  may  be  the  cafe. 
But  when  this  happens,  it  is  not  the  effeCt 
of  a Engle  meal,  but  of  the  long- continued 
ufe  of  fdh,  and  of  thefe  as  then  conllitu- 
ting  the  greateft  part  of  the  aliment. 

Here,  however,  the  difeafe  is  aferibed 
Z 2 to 
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the  life  of  fiih  at  one  meal  only;  and  then 
to  the  imprudent  mixture  of  them  with 
milk,  which  lhe  took  at  the  fame  meal. 
Though  fuch  a mixture  is  very  generally 
forbid,  I am  inclined  to  confider  it  as 
merely  a popular  prejudice.  And  at  any 
rate,  if  it  gave  rife  to  a cutaneous  affec- 
tion, we  might  conclude,  that  it  would  be 
merely  of  a tranfitory  nature ; fuch  as  is 
frequently  obferved  to  proceed,  in  fome 
habits,  from  the  ufe  of  (hell-fifh ; and  in- 
deed, in  particular  conftitutions,  from  the 
aftion  of  different  articles  of  diet  on  the 
ftomach. 

From  the  obflinacy  and  extent  of  the  af- 
fedion  with  this  patient,  I was  inclined  to 
confider  the  difeafe  as  in  a great  meafure  i 
depending  on  the  general  Hate  of  the 
fluids.  Hence  I imagine,  that  a cure  was 
chiefly  to  be  expeded  from  an  alteration 
of  the  mafs  of  blood.  And  it  is  not  1m-  » 
probable,  that  a radical  recovery,  if  it  be 
obtained,  will  be  more  the  effed  of  diet  | 
than  of  medicines.  It  is  on  the  idea  now 
mentioned,  however,  that  I have  thoughts 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  361 


of  attempting  the  cure  rather  by  internal 
than  by  external  meafures : Though  I mud 
at  the  fame  time  confefs,  that  the  remedies 
which  I have  already  employed  are  u fed 
rather  on  an  empirical  than  on  a rational 
footing. 

I have  already  faid,  that  I look  upon  the 
greater  part  of  cutaneous  affedions  as  to 
be  cured  rather  by  external  than  by  internal 
means.  And  I imagine,  that  even  the  lat- 
ter fometimes  have  influence  by  topical  ac- 
tion on  the  affeded  parts  after  entering  by 
circulation. 

How  far- the  medicines  which  we  have 
here  ufed  may  have  aded  on  thefe  prin- 
ciples, I fliall  not  pretend  to  fay.  But  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  this  is  particu- 
larly the  cafe  with  refped  to  the  firft  me- 
dicine which  we  employed,  the  mercurial 
folution.  1 am  perfuaded,  that  there  is  not 
a more  powerful  medicine  than  mercury, 
where  a change  is  required  in  the  general 
mafs  of  the  fluids.  At  the  fame  time,  I 
fuppofe  it  to  ad  alfo  as  a ftimulant,  and  as 
an  evacuant  by  different  excretories  from 
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the  body.  It  exerts  thefe  effects  more  efpc. 
cially  on  the  excretories  at  the  furface, 
when  it  is  thrown  into  the  fyftem  in  an 
acrid  or  faline  ftate.  And  of  all  the  acrid 
mercurial  preparations,  I conlider  the  cor- 
rofive  fublimate  mercury  to  be  the  moll 
powerful. 

I was  therefore  in  hopes  that,  in  the  pre- 
fent  inllance,  it  might  have  been  produc- 
tive of  good  effects.  It  is  often,  however, 
inconvenient ; as  it  occafioris  gripes,  and 
other  affe&ions  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
efpecially  when  it  is  continued  for  a con- 
fiderable  length  of  time  without  intermif- 
lion.  With  the  prefent  patient,  after  fome 
weeks  continuance,  it  produced  thefe  ef- 
fects ; and  as,  during  that  time,  the  pro- 
gress of  cure  was,  at  the  utmoft,  but  very 
llow,  I fubilituted  in  its  place  a different 
medicine. 

The  medicine  I then  ordered  was,  in- 
deed, one  which,  in  fuch  complaints,  has 
been  very  little  ufed.  And  I chiefly  em- 
ployed it  in  the  prefent  cafe,  as  I imagined 
that,  if  it  fucceeded  in  an  affection  lb  ob- 

ftinate, 
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ft'mate,  it  would  afford  me  the  ftrongeft 

i * 

confirmation  of  its  efficacy.  This  medi- 
cine was  the  vitriolic  acid,  taken  inter-* 
nally.  It  was  firft,  I believe,  introduced 
in  this  manner  againft  cutaneous  aftedtion 
in  the  armies  of  his  Pruffian  Majefly,  as  a 
cure  for  the  itch.  Since  that  time  it  has 
been  much  ufed  in  the  continent  of  Ger- 
many, particularly  at  Goettingen,  by  Dr 
Baldinger,  one  of  the  moil  eminent  pro- 
feffors  there,  as  a cure  both  for  the  Scabies 
Sicca  and  Humida.  The  fuccefs  which  it 
has  had  in  his  hands  is  fufficient,  I think, 
to  lead  to  future  trial ; and,  with  the  pre- 
fent  patient,  the  appearances  are  at  lead  fo 
far  flattering.  She  had  not  ufed  it  for 
many  days,  when  the  eruption,  even  where 
it  was  before  the  worft,  was  very  much  di- 
miniflied.  In  this  fituation,  however,  I rec- 
koned it  prudent  to  have  recourfe  to  the  ufe 
of  repeated  purgatives.  Not  that  I dreaded 
any  thing  from  what  is  generally  called 
the  repulfion  of  the  eruption,  but  becaufe 
I concluded  that  it  muft  occafion  a change 
in  the  circulation,  from  which  there  was 

Z 4 fome 
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fome  inconvenience  to  be  apprehended. 
And  fuch  inconvenience  in  practice,  I 
think,  I have  already  had  occafion  to  ex- 
perience. In  one  inftance  in  which  I ufed 
the  vitriolic  acid  againft  an  eruption  of 
the  herpetic  kind,  very  foon  after  it  was 
begun,  the  progrefs  to  cure  appeared  to  be 
very  rapid.  But  the  removal  of  the  erup- 
tion was  fucceeded  by  a dropfical  affec- 
tion ; which  I was  inclined  to  attribute  to 
the  cure  of  the  cutaneous  difeafe,  and 
which,  I thought,  might  have  been  avoid- 
ed by  affording  another  outlet.  It  was 
with  the  intention  of  affording  fuch  that 
I here  employed  the  faline  purgative.  It 
was  ufed,  however,  only  with  the  view  of 
obviating  confequences  ; and,  in  this  cafe, 
' it  is  my  intention  to  try,  at  leaf!  for  fome 
time,  what  can  be  effected  by  the  internal 
■ufe  of  the  vitriolic  acid  alone.  If  this  do 
not  fucceed,  I have  thoughts  of  applying 
it  externally,  united  with  hog’s-lard.  In 
fuch  an  union  it  forms  an  ointment  by  no 
means  inelegant,  which  I am  inclined  to 

think  will  poffefs  feveral  advantages  over 

the 
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the  ointments  made  with  fulphur  as  their 
bafts. 

Should  all  thefe  meafures  fail,  there  are 
(till  many  others  to  which  recourfe  may  be 
had.  But  it  is  unneceflary  to  luggeft  any 
thing  at  prefent ; as,  after  the  trial  already 
propofed,  I fliall  be  direded  by  the  appear^ 
ances  which  may  then  take  place. 

Sequel. 

The  eruption,  which  had  overfpread 
every  part  of  this  patient’s  body,  was  in 
the  fpace  of  a few  weeks  almolt  entirely 
gone.'  In  this  fituation  it  was  thought  un- 
neceftfary  to  continue  the  vitriolic  acid  to 
the  fame  extent  as  before.  It  was  there- 
fore ordered  to  be  given  in  fmaller  dofes, 
and  lefs  frequently  repeated  than  before. 
But,  not  long  after  this  change  had  been 
made,  fome  frefh  fpots  appeared  on  her 

arms ; and  thefe  could  neither  be  made  to 

‘ * * / 

yield  to  the  internal  ufe  of  the  vitriolic 
acid,  nor  to  the  external  application  of  it 

in 
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in  the  form  of  ointment.  After  thefe  me- 
dicines had  been  tried  for  what  was  thought 
a due  length  of  time,  recourfe  was  had  to 
a fecond  trial  of  the  corrofive  fublimate 
mercury.  A folution  of  this  was  both 
taken  internally,  and  applied  outwardly 
to  the  affected  parts  in  the  form  of  poul- 
tice. To  thefe  practices  this  local  affec- 
tion, at  leaft,  yielded ; for  no  eruption 
returned  on  the  trunk  of  her  body,  or  on 
the  inferior  extremities.  And,  about  the 
end  of  Oclober,  fhe  was  difmiffed  from 
the  Difperifary,  free  from  her  complaints. 
But,  about  the  beginning  of  April,  her 
former  affedtion  returned;  and  fhe  became 
again  a patient  at  the  Difpenfary,  where  a 
temporary  removal  of  the  difeafe  was  once 
more. obtained. 


XXIV. 
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XXIV. 

A Cafe  of  Hamoptyfis. 

H , a man  in  the  fifty-  firft 

year  of  his  age,  by  trade  a blackfmith, 
admitted  the  2d  of  June  1777,  is  affected 
with  a very  violent  cough,  which  is  at 
prefent  attended  with  the  expectoration  of 
a vifcid  yellow- coloured  matter.  At  dif- 
ferent times  he  has  expectorated  very  con- 
fiderable  quantities  of  florid  red  blood 
nearly  in  the  fame  date  as  if  it  had  been 
difcharged  from  a vein.  About  two  weeks 
ago,  he  thinks  that  he  alfo  difcharged  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  blood  by  vomit- 
ing ; and  he  frequently  difcovers  a little 
in  the  matter  which  he  at  prefent  expecto- 
rates. But  the  matter  difcharged  has  neither 
any  fetid  fmell  nor  difagreeable  tafte.  He 
is  alfo  affeCted  with  confiderable  difficulty 
of  breathing,  great  oppreffion  and  pain  at 
his  bread,  and  a very  high  degreeof  debi- 
lity, 
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lity,  infomuch  that  he  can  walk  only  in 
the  mod  infirm  manner.  His  habit  is,  to 
appearance,  very  much  exhaufted,  being 
remarkably  thin  and  fpare  ; which,  he 
fays,  was  not  formerly  the  cafe.  When 
there  is  a confiderable  difcharge  of  blood, 
it  eafes  both  the  cough  and  difficulty  of 
breathing  for  a ffiort  time.  But  thefe 
fymptoms  foon  again  return,  and  he  thinks 
that  his  complaints  are  increafing  in  vio- 
lence. He  fleeps  ill  in  the  night;  his  ap- 
petite is  much  impaired ; his  pulfe  beats 
about  ninety-fix  ftrokes  in  the  minute; 
and  his  belly  is  in  general  regular. 

He  has  been  affecded  with  his  prefent 
complaints,  particularly  with  the  bloody 
expectoration,  at  times,  to  fome  degree, 
for  thefe  feveral  years  pad.  And  the  de- 
bility which  they  have  induced  has  been 
fo  great,  that,  for  thefe  lad  three  years, 
he  has  been  almod  totally  incapable  of 
working. 

He  attributes  thefe  complaints  to  cold, 
to  which  he  was  expofed  before  the  com- 
mencement  of  them,  and  which,  at  that 

time, 
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time,  induced  a fevere  cough.  He  has  ufed 
many  medicines,  with  the  nature  of  which 
he  is  unacquainted.  And  he  has  never 
reaped  any  confiderable  relief  from  them. 

& Inf ufi  r of  arum  uncias  duas ; 

Mucilaginis  gummi  Arabic i, 

Syrupi  frn p has  frigu  lor  uni  unci  am  unam . 
Aqiue  hyffopi  uncias  tres.  M. 

Capiat  femunciam  tertia  quaque  hora. 

June  10.  The  mixture  fits  eafily  on  his 
ftomach  ; but  he  has  had  frequent  returns 
of  the  bloody  expectoration  to  a confide- 
rable  extent,  and  he  is  ftill  very  much  di- 
ftreffed  with  cough.  His  pulfe  beats  an 
hundred  ftrokes  in  the  minute ; but  it  is 
at  prefent  neither  hard  nor  full ; and  his 
belly  is  regular. 

Continuetur  mifiura , et 

& Pulveris  falis  nitri , 

Pulveris  gummi  Arabic‘s  utriufque  femi- 
drachmam . M.  Capiat  dofin  vefpere 
et  mane. 

June  17.  The  mixture  fits  eafily  on  his 
ftomach ; but  he  complains  of  having 
been  affeCted  with  gripes  from  the  pow- 
2 tiers. 


I 
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tiers.  His  breathing  is  now  considerably 
relieved,  his  cough  is  fomewhat  ealicr,  and 
he  has  had  no  bloody  expectoration  fince 
the  laft  report.  Pulfe  an  hundred  ; belly 
regular. 

Intermittatur  pul  vis  falls  nitri.  Continu- 
ctur  miftura , cum  infufo  rofarum , ut  antea. 

July  1.  He  has  taken  none  of  the  mix- 
ture for  fome  days  paft ; and  he  ftill  con- 
tinues free  from  the  bloody  expedoration : 
but  he  is  affedled  with  much  cough,  which 
is  particularly  fevere  during  the  night; 
and  he  complains  alfo  of  pains  in  his 
breaft  and  other  parts  of  the  trunk  of  his 
body.  Pulfe  ninety-four  ; belly  regular. 

Intermittatur  miftura. ; et 

& Mucilaginis  gummi  Arabia, 

Syrupi fimplicis  ,fngulorum  unciam  unanu 
Tinffurce  thebaic  a;  drachmas  duas * 

Aquce  hyffopi  uncias  quatuor.  M. 

Capiat  unciam  unam  omni  noble  bora 
Jomnu 


Obser 
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Observations  delivered  July  8. 

That  this  patient  is  fubjeCted  to  difeafe,  is 
evident  even  from  the  mod  flight  attention 
to  his  appearance.  I11  his  emaciated  habit, 
we  have  evident  indication  of  fome  caufe 
giving  exhauftion  of  the  general  fyftem  ; 
and,  from  his  mode  of  refpiration,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  in  fixing  this  caufe  to  be 
in  the  bread ; although,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  defeription  given  by  the  patient  would 
feem  to  lead  to  a different  luppofition. 
For,  according  to  his  account,  he  was  af- 
fected, about  a fortnight  before  he  came 
under  our  care,  with  a fevere  vomiting  of 
blood.  This  might  therefore  lead  to  a 
fuipicion,  that  the  caufe  of  the  affeCtion 
was  rather  in  the  fiomach.  than  in  the 
lungs ; or,  in  other  words,  that  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  affeCtion  to  which  he  is 
fubjeCted  is  rather  Hsematemefis  than  Ha> 
moptyfis.  Here,  however,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that,  between  thefe  two,  patients 
are  not  always  very  accurate  in  their  di- 
ll in&ions. 


2 
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ftin&ions.  They  are  apt  to  include  under 
the  title  of  vomiting,  almoft  every  preter- 
natural difcharge  by  the  mouth.  And  in 
this  cafe  there  is  particularly  room  for  de- 
ception, when,  by  the  aCtion  of  vomiting, 
the  expectoration  of  blood  is  promoted. 
That  the  blood  with  our  prefent  patient  is 
in  reality  difcharged  from  the  breaft,  is 
evident  from  the  mixture  ftill  appearing  in 
what  is  fpit  up  from  the  lungs  by  cough- 
ing. 

The  prefumption  therefore  is,  that  the 
fuppoiition  of  our  patient,  as  to  his  dif- 
charging  blood  by  vomiting,  is  a miftake, 
efpecially  when  we  confider  that  Haemate- 
mefis  is  but  a rare  affeClion,  and  very  ge- 
nerally occurs  only  as  a fymptom  of  other 
complaints.  I would  here  then  confider 
the  evacuation  of  blood  as  wholly  a Hae- 
moptyfis.  And  this  is  the  rather  probable, 
from  the  other  complaints  with  which  it  is 
conjoined,  particularly  from  the  cough. 
Cough,  indeed,  may  be  conjoined  with 
Hacmatemefis  as  well  as  with  any  other 
affeCtion  ; but  it  is  by  no  means  a fymp- 
tom 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  373 

tom  peculiar  to  it,  or  charadteridical  of  it. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  an  univerfal  con- 
comitant of  hgemoptyfis ; and  it  mult, 
indeed,  be  a conftant  fymptom  of  every 
difeafe  where  matter  is  lodged  in  the  bread. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  the 
cough  occurring  in  Ehemoptyfis  takes  place 
in  very  different  dates.  Sometimes  there 
is  merely  a fliort  tickling  cough,  without 
any  feverity ; and  this  is  to  be  confidered 
as  proceeding  from  no  other  caufe  than 
from  the  irritation  which  the  blood  occa- 
sions in  the  air-velicles.  This  perhaps  is 
the  mod  common  date  of  the  cough  ; and 
hence,  in  fome  of  the  bed  definitions,  it 
is  charadlerifed  by  the  title  of  Tufficula. 
Where  the  hsemoptyfis  is  with  this  date  of 
the  cough,  it  may  be  confidered  as  the  ef- 
fect either  of  a peculiar  determination  to 
the  lungs,  or  of  a general  plethoric  habit. 
And  the  hasmorrhagy  occurring  is  to  be 
viewed  always  as  being  of  the  adtive  kind, 
that  is,  as  depending  upon  the  adtion  of 
the  blood-veffels  themfelves  being  aug- 
mented and  giving  rupture;  not  on  a rup- 

A a ture 
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ture  proceeding  from  other  caufes,  and  a 
confequent  difcharge  of  blood  merely  from 
the  ordinary  impetus  of  the  circulation. 

In  cafes  of  fuch  adive  haemorrhagy,  be- 
fides  the  ftate  of  the  cough,  the  affedion 
is  alfo  diflinguifhed  by  other  marks  of  a ! 
plethoric  habit ; particularly  by  a flufh- 
ing  of  the  countenance,  and  a general  flo- 
rid ftate  of  complexion ; by  a fenfe  of 
weight  and  oppreflion ; and  particularly, 
by  what  may  be  called  a hsemorrhagical 
difpofition,  that  is,  a tendency  to  the  eva- 
cuation of  blood  by  other  parts,  as  well  as 
by  the  veflels  of  the  lungs.  All  fuch  ap- 
pearances, however,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  cafe  formerly,  are,  at  prefent  at 
leaft,  wanting  in  the  inftance  before  us, 
and  the  cough  is  here  remarkable  both  for 
frequency  and  fe verity. 

A difcharge  of  blood  may  take  place 
from  the  lungs,  in  confequence  of  paflive 
hsemorrhagy,  as  well  as  from  that  of  the. 
adive  kind.  And  among  other  caufes  in-  ; 
ducing  a rupture  of  veflels,  violent  cough 

is  to  be  juftly  enumerated.  It  occurs, 

there- 
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therefore,  as  a queftion  of  fome  import- 
ance, Whether  the  hsemorrhagy  with  our 
prefent  patient  be  of  this  or  the  former 
kind  ? And  I muft  own,  that,  from  the 
Rate  of  the  cough,  together  with  the  pre- 
fent condition  of  his  habit,  I am  difpofed 
to  view  it  now,  at  leaf!,  whatever  may 
have  formerly  been  the  cafe,  as  of  the  paf- 
five  kind.  It  is  true  indeed,  that,  befides 
dyfpncea,  which  may  be  considered  as  a 
confequence  of  the  air-veficles  being  filled 
with  other  matter,  this  patient  complains 
alfo  of  a pain  at  his  bread ; which  is  per- 
haps to  be  viewed  as  one  of  the  drong- 
ed  marks  of  increafed  action,  or  what  is 
called  hemorrhagic  effort,  giving  rife  to 
increafed  difcharge.  But  it  is  to  be  obier- 
ved,  that  pain,  as  well  as  cough,  is  of  dif- 
ferent kinds ; and  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  the  pain  here  occurring  is  merely  the 
confequence  of  oppreffion  and  of  general 
uneafinefs ; particularly  as  it  is  not  re- 
marked that  it  is  attended  with  any  fenfe 
of  heat,  which  is  an  almod  condant  con- 
comitant of  that  peculiar  increafed  adion. 

A a 2 But 
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But  although,  from  thefe  confiderations, 

I would  view  the  haemorrhagy  as  at  pre- 
fers of  the  paffive  kind,  yet  I would  not 
infer  that  it  has  always  been  fo  ; for,  from 
beginning  in  a different  (late,  it  may  have 
given  rife  to  a debilitated  condition  of  the 
veifels,  and  may  have  even  been  the  ori- 
gin of  fome  fixed  caufe  producing  the 
cough.  Of  this  there  is  fome  prefumption 
from  the  continuance  of  the  affedion,  and 
from  the  extent  of  the  haemorrhagy  being 
fuch  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  vomit- 
ing. Yet,  when  we  confider  the  caufe  of 
the  affedion,  as  far  as  that  is  obvious,  we 
may  perhaps, conclude,  that  from  the  be- 
ginning it  was  of  the  fame  nature  as  at 
prefent. 

But  any  inquiry  refpeding  the  original 
Bate  of  this  patient’s  difeafe  is  now  per- 
haps immaterial,  as  the  treatment  is  un- 
queftionably  to  be  accommodated  to  his 
prefent  condition.  And  refpeding  this 
there  is  another  queftion  of  greater  confe- 
quence  claiming  attention,  that  is,  Whe 

ther  we  can  confider  him  as  fubjeded  to 

Phthi- 


• ' 
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Phthifis  Pulmonalis,  or  not  ? I have  for- 
merly had  occafion  to  point  out  three  dif- 
ferent caufes  giving  origin  to  Phthifis. 
Thefe  were,  Catarrh,  Tubercle,  and  Hre- 
morrhagy.  Whenever,  therefore,  Haemop- 
tyfis  exifts,  there  is  reafon  to  dread  Phtlii- 
fis  pulmonalis  as  a confequence : and,  in 
a difeafe  which  makes  its  progrefs  fo  im- 
perceptibly, every  fymptom  giving  any 
indication  of  it  is  particularly  to  be  at- 
tended to. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  there  are  fome 
particulars  which  favour  the  fuppofition 
of  a phthifis  ; and  it  may  be  imagined, 
that  it  is  in  confequence  of  ulceration  or 
vomica  originating  from  this  caufe,  that 
the  cough  is  fupported  for  fo  long  a time, 
and  with  fuch  feverity.  The  Rate  of  ex- 
pectoration alfo  may  be  confidered  as  gi- 
ving fome  countenance  to  this  fuppofition. 
For  there  is  here  room  for  fuppofing  that 
the  yellow  vifcid  matter  expedorated  is  of 
a purulent  nature.  It  mult  be  owned,  that 
we  are  fubjeded  to  fome  difficulty  from 
the  want  of  a proper  diagnoftic  between 

A a 3 pus 


pus  and  mucus.  It  is  well  known,  how- 
ever, that  both  the  particulars  mentioned 
as  defcriptive  of  the  matter  in  the  prefent 
instance,  the  yellownefs  and  the  vifcidity, 
are  driCtly  properties  of  mucus.  The  lat- 
ter is  even  more  a property  of  mucus  than 
of  purulent  matter  ; and  here  fome  at 
lead  of  the  mod  common  marks  of  pus 
are  wanting,  particularly  a fetid  fmell 
and  tade.  I would  then  confider  this 
mark  of  a phthidcal  affeCtion  to  be 
wanting ; and,  from  the  circumdance  of 
the  vifcid  mucus  alone,  we  may  perhaps 
explain  the  feverity  and  frequency  of  the 
cough. 

It  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  other 
charaCteridic  marks  of  phthifis  are  alfo 
wanting.  Though  his  breathing  be  af- 
fected, yet  it  is  not  obferved  to  be  parti- 
cularly laborious  when  he  lies  on  either 
fide.  The  pain  of  the  bread  is  not  fixed 
to  any  particular  fpot ; and  although  his 
pulfe  be  quick,  yet  it  is  not  with  thofe  re- 
gular accefiions  which  didinguilli  the  hec- 
tic fever.  Befides,  even  the  circumdance 
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of  the  continuance  of  his  difeafe  alone  may 
be  conlidered  as  an  objedlion  to  the  fup- 
pohtion  of  phthifis.  Before  he  came  un- 
der our  care,  he  had  been  liable  to  the  has- 
morrhagy  for  the  fpace  of  three  years.  If, 
however,  the  phthifical  affection  had  oc- 
curred when  the  hsemorrhagy  was  greateft, 
we  may  conclude,  that,  before  this  time,  our 
patient  would  have  been  cut  off.  And  it 
is  well  known,  that  hsemorrhagy  not  un- 
frequently  occurs  from  the  lungs,  without 
inducing  phthifis : for  this  laft  is  the  con- 
fequence  of  ulceration  and  fuppuration  fuc- 
ceeding  the  rupture  of  veffels ; and  fuch  a 
fuppuration  is  rather  to  be  coniidered  as 
proceeding  from  a depraved  condition  of 
the  lungs,  than  following  as  a neceffary 
confequence  from  the  rupture  of  veffels. 
When  fuch  a habit  does  not  exift,  the  rup- 
ture is  naturally  healed  up  by  the  firft  in- 
tention. 

From  all  thefe  circumftances,  then,  I am 
difpofed  to  coniider  the  prefent  patient  as 
not  yet,  at  lead,  fubje&ed  to  the  phthifis. 
And,  on  this  fuppofition,  his  chance  for 
A a 4 recovery 
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recovery  is  unquedionably  better  than  we 
fhould  otherwife  pronounce  it  to  be.  I 
muft,  however,  view  the  prefent  cafe  as 
being,  upon  the  whole,  of  a very  danger- 
ous tendency.  It  is  fo  in  every  indance, 
even  in  the  flighted  ; but  it  is  particularly 
dangerous  when  it  has  continued  for  fo 
long  a time.  After  this  has  been  the  cafe, 
we  can  hardly  expe<d  to  prevent  a return, 
even  from  the  flighted  accident ; and  the 
utmofl  that  can  be  looked  for,  is,  I ima- 
gine, to  give  a temporary  relief'  to  the  pa- 
tient. I am  much  afraid,  that,  by  this  af- 
fedlion,  or  the  confequences  of  it,  our  pa^ 
tient  will  yet  be  cut  off;  and  although  I 
at  prefent  fuppofe  him  to  be  free  from 
phthifis  pulmonalis,  it  may  neverthelefs 
loon  occur. 

It  is,  however,  our  buflnefs  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  may  ferve  to  remove  his  pre- 
fent complaint.  The  general  principle  on 
which  this  is  to  be  effecded,  mud,  in  fuch 
cafes,  very  much  turn  upon  the  condition 
of  the  patient.  Even  where  the  hasmor- 
rhagy  is  of  a paflive  kind,  and  the  quan- 
tity 
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tity  of  blood  in  the  fyftem  not  morbidly 
augmented,  it  is  yet  fometimes  neceffary 
to  diminifh  the  impetus  of  circulation. 
For,  in  the  ordinary  impetus,  we  may  have 
a caufe  capable  of  fupporting  the  hsemor- 
rhagy;  and,  from  the  reduction  of  this 
below  the  natural  flandard,  other  remedies 
will  operate  with  greater  fuccefs.  Where, 
however,  the  Rate  of  the  general  impetus 
is  fuch  as  to  preclude  any  meafures ; with 
this  view  it  may  be  necelfary  particularly 
to  diminifh  the  impetus  at  the  lungs,  and 
that  either  by  reftraining  the  atflion  of  the 
velfels  there,  or  by  promoting  a determf- 
nation  to  other  parts. 

With  thefe  different  intentions  now  men- 
tioned, blood-letting,  cathartics,  blifters, 
iffues,  emetics,  and  various  other  articles, 
are,  according  to  circumftances,  employed 
with  advantage.  In  feme  cafes,  however, 
none  of  thefe  practices  are  admiffible;  par- 
ticularly in  cafes  where  the  patient,  as  in 
the  inftance  before  us,  is  much  exhaufled* 
The  farther  diminution  of  impetus,  even 
allowing  that  a morbid  augmentation  of  it 

fhould 
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Ihould  be  demonftrated  by  an  increafed 
quicknefs  of  pulfe,  is  not  to  be  attempted 
by  evacuants.  The  utmoft  that  can  be 
done  is  to  moderate  it  by  the  ufe  of  refri- 
gerants. In  fuch  a cafe,  the  great  objedt 
to  be  aimed  at  in  the  cure,  mull  be  the 
conftridtion  of  the  bleeding  veffels,  and  the 
removal  of  every  circumftance  which  can 
give  rife  to  a frefh  rupture. 

It  was  on  thefe  principles  that  I expected 
to  give  at  leaf!  temporary  relief  to  this  pa- 
tient ; and  I put  the  chief  dependence  on 
fuch  a medicine  as  I thought  would  have 
fome  chance  of  producing  conftridtion 
of  the  veffels.  With  this  intention,  I 
might  have  employed  many  different  a- 
ftringents  ; but  I confidered  none  as  pre- 
ferable to  the  infufum  rofarum.  I do  not 
fuppofe  it  powerful  from  any  great  efficacy 
which  it  derives  from  the  rofes  ; although 
thefe,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  do  poffefs  an 
aftringent  quality,  and  enter  this  formula 
to  fuch  an  extent,  that  we  may  expect  the 
utmoft  effe&s  which  they  are  capable  of 
producing.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt 

that 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  383 


that  we  poftefs  other  vegetable  aftringents 
Rill  more  powerful ; and  I confider  the  chief 
efficacy  of  this  medicine  as  arifing  from, 
the  vitriolic  acid  entering  its  compolition. 
While,  however,  I exhibited  it  as  an  aftrin- 
gent,  I wifhed  alfo  to  employ  it  as  a means 
of  alleviating  the  cough : And  it  was  with 
this  intention  that  I here  united  the  infu- 
fum  rofarum  with  the  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic,  ftmple  fyrup,  and  hyftop-water. 

Thefe  articles,  of  themfelves,  would  have, 
formed  a mucilaginous  mixture ; and  al- 
though they  were  conjoined  with  aftrin- 
gents, yet  I did  not  think  that  this  would 
diminifh  their  power  of  lubricating  and 
Iheathing  parts  againft  irritation.  I ho- 
ped therefore,  that  by  this  means  the  fe- 
vere  cough,  which  I confidered  as  the  chief 
caufe  giving  rife  to  the  rupture,  might  be 
mitigated. 

But  while  I formed  thefe  expectations 
from  this  prefcription,  I did  not  think  it 
advifable to  truft  to  it  alone:  And  although 
I could  not  here  venture  on  evacuants  as 
a means  of  reftraining  the  impetus  of  cir- 

4 collation  5 
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dilation;  yet,  while  our  patient’s  pulfe 
continued  to  beat  an  hundred  ftrokes  in 
the  minute,  I considered  Something  as  ne- 
ceflary  with  this  intention.  With  this 
view,  then,  I had  recourfe  to  nitre  as  a re- 
frigerant ; and  that  it  might  fit  more  eafily 
on  the  ftomach,  I combined  it  with  the 
gum  arabic ; from  which  alfo  I expelled 
fome  good  efFedls  as  a demulcent.  The 
former  of  thefe  medicines,  his  mixture, 
feems  in  a great  meafure  to  have  been  at- 
tended with  the  defired  effedt ; for,  after 
the  ufe  of  it  for  fome  time,  the  cough  was 
not  only  mitigated,  but  he  had  no  return 
of  bloody  expectoration.  The  latter  pre- 
scription, however,  did  not  Seem  to  have 
had  much  influence  on  the  ftate  of  circu- 
lation ; and  as  our  patient  imagined  it  had 
the  effeCt  of  producing  gripes,  I thought  it 
advifable  to  omit  it. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  mixture 
for  about  a fortnight,  he  remained  per- 
fectly free  from  the  fpitting  of  blood.  Still, 
however,  the  cough  was  fevere,  and  parti- 
cularly So  about  bed-time.  While,  there- 
fore, 
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fore,  I faw  no  farther  immediate  occaflon 
for  employing  aftringents,  I reckoned  the 
means  of  mitigating  the  cough  ftill  more 
neceflary ; and  it  was  with  this  intention 
that  I omitted  the  infufum  rofarum,  and 
introduced  a proportion  of  an  anodyne. 
What  effedt  this  prefcription  has  had,  how- 
ever, I have  not  yet  learned  ; but  I hope  it 
may  have  had  fome  influence,  as  diminifh- 
ing  the  cough:  and  if  this  be  the  cafe, 
there  is  at  lead  a better  chance  that  he  will 
not  be  fubjedted  to  a return  of  the  has- 
morrhagy.  This,  however,  I imagine,  is 
hardly  to  be  expedted  ; but  if  it  do  return, 
unlefs  the  circumftances  of  his  cafe  be 
much  changed,  I fhall  probably  have  again 
recourfe  to  the  fame  meafures  as  formerly. 

Sequee. 

This  patient  had  afterwards  fome  return 
of  the  hsemoptyfis,  but  to  a flight  degree 
only ; and,  without  the  ufe  of  any  other 
medicines  than  thofe  before  diredted,  he 
was  difmifled  from  attendance  at  the  Dif- 

4 penfary 
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penfary  about  the  beginning  of  Auguft. 
His  ftrength  was  then  confiderably  re- 
cruited, and  all  his  other  fymptoms  much 
mitigated. 


XXV. 

A Cafe  in  which  violent  Pains  in  the  Stomach 
and  Bowels , arifing  from  Flatulence , were 
removed  by  the  life  of  Afafcetida . 

— M — , a man  in  the  thirty- eighth 
year  of  his  age,  admitted  the  14th 
of  June  1777,  of  a dark  complexion  and 
middle  ftature,  complains  of  being  affect- 
ed with  violent  pain  about  the  cartilago 
enfiformis,  which  from  thence  extends 
downwards  through  the  abdomen.  The 
attacks  of  this  pain  are  not  of  Very  long 
continuance ; but  they  return,  at  fhort  in- 
tervals, with  great  fever ity.  They  are  al- 
ways fomewhat  relieved  upon  a difeharge 
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of  wind,  either  upwards  or  downwards. 
And  he  obferves,  that  after  every  meal  he 
difcharges  wind  in  great  quantities  by 
eructations.  He  is  often  alfo  affeCted  with 
borborygmi,  attended  with  local  diften- 
tions  of  the  inteftines  from  wind. 

When  the  pain  is  very  fevere,  he  is  af- 
feded  with  violent  headach  and  flight  Ihi- 
verings.  But  although  thefe  fymptoms 
only  attend  very  violent  attacks  of  the 
pain,  yet  the  uneafinefs  about  the  carti- 
lago  enflformis  is  in  fome  degree  conftant; 
and  in  the  mornings,  even  without  very 
violent  pain,  he  has  alfo  fome  degree  of 
headach. 

Elis  pulfe  beats  about  feventy  ftrokes  in 
the  minute ; his  belly  is  regular ; and  he 
fleeps  well  in  the  night ; but  his  appetite 
is  impaired. 

Hehasbeen  fubjededto  thefe  complaints, 
to  a confiderable  degree,  for  thefe  three 
years  pad.  They  are  fome  what  eafier  du- 
ring the  winter ; but  they  always  return 
with  increafed  violence  in  the  fpring 
feafon.  He  afcribes  this  affedion  to  a 

jaundice, 
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jaundice,  to  which  he  was  fubjedted  about 
eleven  years  ago ; as,  (ince  that  time,  he 
has  never  been  entirely  free  from  fome  af- 
fections in  his  bowels,  although  it  be  only 
iince  the  period  mentioned  above  that  they 
have  appeared  in  the  prefent  form. 

He  has  at  times  ufed  different  medi- 
cines ; and  particularly,  he  has  lately  taken 
Anderfon’s  pills  for  fome  length  of  time, 
but  without  deriving  any  relief  from  them. 
r,  Afafatidfiy 

Aloes  focotorintfy 

Saponis  Hifpaniy  fingulorum  drachmam 
unam . 

Syrupi  fimplicis  q.  f.  fat  mafby  divi- 
de n da  in  pilulas  granorum  quinque. 

Capiat gr ana  decent  omni  nodie  bora  fomni. 
June  24.  He  has  in  general  one  or  two 
loofe  (tools  every  day  from  the  pills.  He 
is  now  lefs  affedted  with  flatulence ; but 
he  (till  complains  of  uneaflnefs  at  the  fero- 
biculus  cordis.  He  thinks,  however,  that 
it  is  now  lower  feated  than  formerly  : and 
he  has  been  lefs  affedted  with  headach; 
but  he  (till  complains  of  weaknefs. 
Continucntur  pilules  ut  antca . 

J uly 
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July  1.  The  pills  have  now  no  farther 
effedt  chan  that  of  keeping  his  belly  gen- 
tly open.  His  lieadach  continues  eafier  j 
and  he  complains  lefs  of  weaknefs : but  he 
is  Rill  affedled  with  pains  at  the  under 
part  of  his  belly. 

Continuentur  pilnla  ut  antea. 

July  8.  He  has  had  four  loofe  flools 
from  the  laR  dofe  of  the  pills.  For  fome 
time  paft  he  has  had  no  return  of  the  vio- 
lent pain  at  the  pit  of  his  ftomach ; and 
all  the  other  fymptoms  are  very  confide* 
rably  relieved. 

Continuentur  pilule? ; fed  capiat  grana  quin * 
que  folummodo  omni  nodie. 

July  15.  The  pills  Rill  keep  his  belly  gen- 
tly open,  although  he  takes  but  one  every 
night.  He  continues  free  from  any  re* 
turn  of  the  fevere  pain  at  the  cartilago  en- 
fiformis ; and  is  very  little  affedted  with 
any  of  his  former  Complaints. 

Let  him  be  difmifled ; but  let  him  eon* 
tinue  to  ufe  the  pills  occafionally. 

B b 


Obser* 
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Observations  delivered  Augujl  i. 

With  regard  to  the  name  of  the  difeafe 
of  this  patient,  there  is  fome  difficulty  * 
but  as  to  the  nature  of  it,  I apprehend  there 
is  little  room  for  doubt.  By  much  the 
mod  urgent  part  of  his  complaint  is  a 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  in  fuch  a fituation, 
that  there  is  a poffibility  of  its  arifing 
from  different  vifeera ; particularly,  we 
might  conjecture  the  feat  of  it  to  be  in 
different  parts  of  the  alimentary  canal.  It 
may  either  originate  from  the  ftomach,  or 
from  the  large  flexure  of  the  colon;  but 
whether  it  be  feated  in  the  one  or  the 
other,  that  it  is  not  from  any  fixed  caufe, 
appears  from  two  circumftances.  In  the 
flrft  place,  it  is  not  a confiant  pain,  but  re- 
turns only  at  times  ; and,  fecondly,  it  is  not 
confined  to  the  place  at  which  it  originates, 
but  it  is  propagated  from  thence  downwards 
through  other  parts  of  the  abdomen.  To 
this  it  may  be  further  added,  that  no  fixed 

affedion  can  be  difeovered  on  the  moft 

accu- 
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accurate  examination  of  the  place  at  which 
the  pain  commonly  begins  ; and  that  the 
pain,  on  the  difcharge  of  Wind,  is  confi- 
derably  relieved. 

From  this  laft  circumftance,  we  have 
not  only  a proof  that  it  does  not  depend 
upon  any  fixed  caufej  but  we  are  led  even 
to  form  a probable  conjpdure,  if  not  to  ar- 
rive at  certainty,  refpeding  the  caufe  which 
induces  it ; and  there  can,  I apprehend,  be 
little  doubt  that  wind  confined  in  the  ali- 
mentary canal  immediately  gives  rife  to  the 
pain.  We  may  even,  1 imagine,  go  one 
ftep  further,  and  conclude,  that  this  wind 
ads  in  inducing  the  affedion,  from  being 
pent  up  in  the  ftomach.  Of  this,  I ap- 
prehend, there  is  fufficient  evidence  from 
the  relief  given  by  erudations,  and  from 
farther  obferving  that  erudations  are  uni- 
formly remarked  to  be  the  confequence  of 
eating.  I confider,  therefore,  the  moft  ur- 
gent fymptoms  in  this  cafe  to  be  the  im- 
mediate effed  of  wind  in  the  ftomach. 
Befides  this,  however,  he  is  affeded  with 
fome  other  fymptoms,  particularly  head- 
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ach  and  {hivering.  But  tliefe  are  well 
known  to  be  frequently  the  confequence 
of  an  affedlion  of  the  tlomach : and  that 
they  are  fo  in  this  cafe,  is  at  leaf!  highly 
probable  ; for  the  headach  and  vertigo  are 
obferved  only  to  occur  when  the  pain  from 
the  wind  is  violent.  We  may  theiefore,  I 
imagine,  confider  wind  in  the  ftomach  as 
the  caufe  of  all  the  fymptoms  with  which 

this  patient  is  afle&ed. 

For  properly  understanding  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  however,  it  is  neceffary  to 
confider  from  whence  the  wind  in  the  ali- 
mentary canal  arifes.  This  we  can  con- 
ceive to  be  the  effej5t  only  of  two  caufes  •. 
Either  it  mull  proceed  from  latitude  being 
afforded  for  the  extrication  of  an  uncom- 
mon quantity  of  air  from  the  ordinary 
matters  employed  in  aliment ; or  it  may 
proceed  from  fubllances  being  employed 
in  aliment,  from  which  air  muft  be  extri- 
cated to  a very  great  extent.  In  the  cafe 
before  us,  there  is,  I imagine,  reafon  for 
flip  poling  that  both  caufes,  in  fome  degree,. 

operate.  That  it  is  in  fome  degiee  the 

effetff 
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effecft  of  aliment,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
particular  feverity  of  it  during  the  fpring 
feafon.  k is  well  known,  that  then  the 
flatulent  vegetables  are  employed  in  great- 
eft  abundance.  But  the  prefumption  is,  that 
this  was  neither  the  foie,  nor  even  the  prin- 
cipal caufe ; otherwife  it  fhould  not  occur 
with  the  prefent  patient  in  fo  much  higher 
a degree  than  with  other  people.  We  may 
conclude  therefore,  that  there  alfo  took 
place  with  him  that  peculiar  ftate  of  the 
ftomach  moft  favourable  for  the  extrica- 
tion of  wind.  This,  however,  is  well 
known  to  be  the  confequence  of  a weak- 
ened tone,  which  probably  opei^ites  prin- 
cipally as  giving  rife  to  a greater  remora  of 
the  food  in  the  ftomach  than  would  other- 
wife  take  place.  On  this  footing,  then, 
the  real  nature  of  the  difeafe  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  confift  in  chronic  weaknefs  of  the 
ftomach  ; and,  for  my  own  part,  I fhould 
have  little  hefitation  in  giving  it  the  appel- 
lation of  Dyfpepfta. 

It  muft,  however,  be  allowed,  that  the 
chara&erifing  marks  of  that  affe&ion,  as 

B b 3 defined 
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defined  by  the  beft  nofologifts,  are  not 
here  prefent.  But  if  we  confider  this  term 
as  applied  to  ftomach-ailments,  thefe  here 
are  fufficiently  marked  in  the  pain  of  the 
ftomach,  attended  with  flatulency  and  e- 
rudations. 

Any  obfervations  on  the  prognofis  ara 
now  almolf  precluded,  as  the  patient 
is  already  difmiffed  free  from  com- 
plaints. 1 may,  however,  obferve,  that 
the  termination  was  more  fpeedily  favour- 
able than  I expeded.  I did  not  indeed 
confider  the  affedion  as  in  any  degree 
dangerous,  but  1 was  of  opinion  we  fhould 
find  it  tedious  ; for  altho’  the  fymptoms 
were  not  numerous,  they  had  proceed- 
ed to  a very  great  degree  of  violence.  Of 
this  there  was  fufficient  evidence  in  the  fhi- 
verings,  headach,  and  other  affedions  of  the 
fyftem  which  it  produced.  But,  befides  the 
feverity,  they  had  already  been  of  a confi- 
derable  Banding.  He  had  been  fubjeded  to 
this  affedion  for  the  fpace  of  three  years 
nearly  to  the  fame  degree  as  when  he  came 
\mder  our  care.  And  he  had  been  affeded 
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with  fome  fymptoms  even  for  the  fpace  of 
eleven  years  before.  We  might  therefore 
imagine,  that  the  Rate  of  the  ftomach 
which  we  have  here  fuppofed  to  take  place, 
was  in  fome  degree  rooted  in  the  confti- 
tution,  and  that  it  would  by  no  means  be 
eafily  removed.  I muft  now  add,  that  al- 
though this  patient  has  been  difmiffed  free 
from  complaints,  I do  not  fuppofe  an  en- 
tire removal  of  this  affe&ion  to  have  taken 
place.  But  although  the  caufe  be  not 
eradicated,  the  confequences  refulting  from 
it  on  the  fyftem  may  for  the  time  be  re- 
moved, and  the  patient  obtain  by  this 
means  at  leaft  a complete  temporary  cure. 

This  I imagine  to  have  been  the  utmoft 
that  took  place  in  the  cafe  before  us.  Yet 
even  this  is  to  be  reckoned  an  obje<5t  of 
fome  confequence ; and  unlefs  fome  frefh 
exciting  caufe  occur,  it  may  be  the  means 
of  producing  even  a radical  cure.  From 
fuch  a temporary  relief  the  tone  of  the 
ftomach  has  a better  opportunity  of  being 
reftored,  than  perhaps  from  the  ufe  of  any 
medicine  whatever. 

B b 4 
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The  next  objedl  of  inquiry  is,  How  far 
this  relief  has  been  effected  by  the  means 
profecuted  while  the  patient  was  under  our 
care  ? Here,  on  the  idea  which  we  have 
given  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  the  great 
object  of  cure  was  the  relloration  of  a pro- 
per tone  to  the  alimentary  canal.  And  this 
we  may  conceive  to  be  efFefted  on  one  of 
two  principles  ; either  by  the  ufe  of  fuch 
meafures  as  immediately  acft  in  increaflng 
the  tone  of  the  ftomach,  or  by  the  remo- 
val of  fuch  caufes  as  ferve  farther  to  weak- 
en it.  It  was  on  the  latter  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples that  I here  attempted  the  cure;  and 
with  this  view  I employed  a combina- 
tion of  aloes  and  afafoetida.  From  thefe  I 
hoped,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  anti- 
fpafmodic  power  of  the  medicine,  the  wind 
would  no  longer  be  pent  up  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before ; and  that,  by  the  ftimulus 
which  it.  would  occafion  to  the  alimentary 
canal,  the  a&ion  of  the  ftomach  and  inte- 
ftines  might  be  fo  far  augmented,  as  to 
prevent  that  flow  progrefs  and  detention 

of  the  aliment  which  might  give  rife  to 

any 
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any  generation  of  wind.  Thefe  different 
intentions  feem  to  have  been  fully  anfvver- 
ed  by  this  medicine  : for,  while  it  had  the 
eflecl  of  operating  as  a gentle  cathartic, 
the  patient  was  at  the  fame  time  freed 
from  all  uneafinefs  from  wind ; and  while 
the  pain  became  lefs  fevere,  it  feemed  alfo 
to  have  fhifted  its  ficuation;  for  he  foon 
after  defcribed  it  to  be  feated  lower  in  the 
bowels,  and  he  had  not  continued  the  ufe 
of  his  medicine  for  any  long  period  when 
it  was  entirely  gone.  In  this  fituation, 
I reckoned  it  unneceffary  either  to  put  the 
patient  on  the  ufe  of  any  other  medicine, 
or  to  direct  longer  attendance.  He  was 
therefore  difmiffed,  with  injunctions,  if 
he  fnould  .be  fubjected  to  any  return  of 
his  complaints,  to  give  us  information  of  it. 
But  I have  fince  had  occafion  to  fee  him 
oftener  than  once,  and  he  ftill  continues  in 
good  health. 

Sequel. 

This  patient  has  not,  as  far  at  leaf!  as 
I can  learn,  been  fince  fubjeCted  to  any 
return  of  his  difeafe. 
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A Cafe  in  •which  Lumbrici,  lodged  in  the  in - 
tejlinal  Canal , were  removed  by  the  ufe  of 
Calomel  and  Tintture  of  Jalap. 

' ■ • 1 t*. ' 1 

A , a boy  in  the  third  year  of 

his  age,  admitted  June  io.  1777,  has 
of  late  been  obferved  frequently  to  dif- 
charge  worms  of  the  lumbricous  kind, 
■which  in  general  are  about  eight  or  ten 
inches  in  length.  He  complains  of  pain 
in  his  belly  and  bread  ; which  is  not  con- 
ftant,  but  attacks  him,  at  fhort  intervals, 
with  confiderable  violence.  He  is  fre- 
quently obferved  to  pick  his  nofe.  He  is 
often  affected  with  tenefmus,  and  he  makes 
frequent  attempts  to  difeharge  urine  with- 
out being  able  to  pafs  any. 

He  fleeps  tolerably  well  during  the 
night : but  he  is  affe&ed  with  conliderable 
third,  and  his  appetite  is  much  impaired. 

His  belly  is  in  general  regular ; but  with 

the 
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the  tenefmus  he  difcharges  a (limy  mucous 
matter.  In  the  Rate  of  his  urine  there  is 
no  preternatural  appearance. 

He  has  now  been  affedled  with  thefe 
complaints  for  about  the  fpace  of  three 
weeks.  His  mother  knows  no  caufe  to 
which  they  can  be  affigned ; and  he  has 
ufed  no  medicines,  excepting  a fingle  dofe 
of  rhubarb. 

& Calomelanos  granum  unum , 

Conferva  rofiarum  quantum  f ujficit , fiat 
bolus  fiumendus  hora  J'omni ; nec  non 

& ctin£lurfi  Jalappce  femunciamy 

Syfupi  fimplicis  uncias  duas.  M.  Capiat 
femunciam  eras  maney  et  repetatur  omni 
hora  donee  fupervenit  catharfis. 

June  13.  The  bolus  fat  eaiily  on  his 
Romach,  and  the  purgative  operated  brifk- 
ly.  During  the  operation  of  it,  he  dis- 
charged two  large  worms,  each  about  ten 
inches  in  length. 

Repetatur  bolus , ut  anteay  vefpere  die  Solis , 
et  catharticum  mane  die  Lunce. 

June  17.  He  has  not  got  his  medicines 
as  directed.  No  more  worms  have  been 

obferved 
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obferved  to  be  difcharged  fince  laft  report, 
and  he  ftill  complains  much  of  the  pain  of 
his  belly. 

Habeat  medic  ament  a ut  antea  prteferipia . 

June  20.  He  has  taken  the  bolus  and 
purgative  as  preferibed  ; the  laft  of  which 
operated  brilkly,  and  he  has  difcharged 
one  large  worm.  Another  was  obferved 
at  the  anus  ; but  it  again  made  its  way 
into  the  inteftine. 

Repetantur  bolus  et  catharticum  ut  antea  y 
bis  in  feptimana. 

July  1.  He  has  taken  his  medicines 
twice  fince  the  laft  report.  From  the  firft 
purgative  he  difcharged  five  worms  ; from 
the  laft,  fix.  All  of  thefe  were  about  eight 
inches  in.  length.  He  does  not  now  com- 
plain of  the  gripes ; but  he  is  fometimes 
obferved  to  pick  his  nofe,  and  to  grind  his 
teeth  during  his  fleep. 

Repetantur  medicament  a ut  antea. 

July  11.  He  has  taken  his  medicines 
twice  fince  the  laft  report.  From  the  firft 
purgative  he  difcharged  two  worms  j but 
the  laft  did  not  operate. 

Re  pc- 
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Repetantur  we  die  ament  a ut  antea. 

July  29.  He  has  difeharged  three  worms 
by  each  of  the  lad  purgatives  ; one  of  them 
was  about  eleven  inches  in  length,  the 
others  were  rather  fmaller.  He  has  taken 
no  medicines  for  thefe  eight  days  pad;  du- 
ring that  time  no  worms  have  been  obfer- 
ved.  He  does  not  now  complain  of  gripes, 
and  his  other  fymptoms  are  considerably 
diminished. 

Continuentur  medicamenta  ut  antea . 


Observations  delivered  Augujl  1. 

In  the  cafe  of  this  patient,  we  have  an 
example  of  a difeafe,  refpeHing  which  we 
can,  1 imagine,  entertain  no  doubt.  The 
principal  fymptoms  which  here  ^.ccur,  the 
pain  of  the  bread  and  belly,  accompanied 
with  a tenefmus,  are  fuch  as  may  arife 
from  different  caufes.  When  thefe,  how- 
ever, are  accompanied  with  picking  of  the 
nofe,  it  gives  prefumption  that  they  may 
originate  from  worms.  But  this  prefump- 
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tion,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  is  put  beyond 
all  doubt,  from  the  difeharge  of  worms 
by  (tool. 

When  we  have  thus  certain  evidence  of 
the  exiftence  of  thefe  animals  in  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  there  can  be  no  hefitation 
in  pronouncing  them  to  be  the  caufe  of 
all  the  fymptoms.  And  the  prefent  cafe 
affords  an  inflance  how  little  dependence 
is  to  be  put  on  particular  fymptoms  as  di- 
agnoses of  worms,  which  fome  are  dif- 
pofed  to  confider  as  affording  certain  evi- 
dence whether  they  be  prefent  or  not.  Of 
thefe  many,  particularly  the  fwelling  of 
the  upper  lip,  on  which  fome  are  difpofed 
to  put  fo  much  confidence,  are  here  want- 
ing And  as,  in  cafes  of  fcrophula,  it  may 
often  take  place  when  there  are  no  worms, 
fo  it  appears  alfo  that  it  may  be  abfent 
when  thefe  are  really  prefent  in  great  num- 
bers in  the  alimentary  canal. 

As  giving  rife  to  worms  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  no  particular  caufe  is  afiigned ; we 
may  conclude,  however,  that  the  ova  or 
firft  rudiments  of  them  have  been  acci- 
dentally 
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dentally  introduced  into  the  alimentary- 
canal,  and  that  they  have  been  generated 
there  in  confequence  of  their  finding  a 
proper  nidus.  It  is  from  the  circumftance 
of  the  more  ready  introduction  of  the  ova 
that  worms  are  particularly  apt  to  occur 
as  a caufe  of  difeafe  during  the  fpring  fea- 
fon,  when  undreffed  vegetables  are  much 
taken.  And  it  is  probable  that  fuch  a caufe 
may  have  operated  here. 

Refpeiting  the  termination  of  this  cafe, 
there  are,  I think,  grounds  for  entertain- 
ing favourable  expectations.  Although, 
from  what  we  have  already  feen,  we  may 
conclude  that  they  have  been  prefent  in 
the  bowels  to  a confiderable  number,  yet 
they  have  induced  no  fevere  fymptoms; 
and,  while  thefe  fymptoms  were  of  no  long 
continuance  before  he  came  tinder  our 
care,  they  have,  fo  far  at  leaft,  already 
yielded  to  the  medicines  ufed.  I hope 
therefore,  that  in  a fliort  time  his  prefent 
complaints  may  be  brought  to  a favour- 
able termination  ; efpecially  as  the  worms, 
which  are  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  affec- 

1 tion, 
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tion,  theTeretes,  or,  as  others  have  called 
them,  the  Lumbrici,  are,  of  all  the  different 
kinds  commonly  prefent  in  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  the  mofl  eafily  combated. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  unqueftionably 
the  great  objed  of  the  cure  is  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  worms  themfelves,  and  of  the 
ova.  While,  however,  they  are  alive  and 
vigorous,  they  exert  efforts  for  retaining 
their  place ; hence  it  is  of  great  advantage, 
before  employing  the  means  of  expulfion, 
to  weaken  and  debilitate  worms.  With 
thefe  intentions,  various  remedies  are  in 
common  ufe.  And  I might  here  have  em- 
ployed, as  a means  of  diminifhing  or  de- 
ftroying  the  vital  power  of  the  worms,  the 
decodion  of  cabbage-tree  bark,  or  other' 
articles  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  higheft  effi- 
cacy. But  I was  unwilling  to  venture  on 
the  ufe  of  a remedy  which  I had  not  before 
tried,  efpecially  with  fo  young  a patient.  I 
had  therefore  rccourfe  to  calomel,  with  the 
view  of  killing  the  worms  or  debilitating 
their  power  ; and  to  the  tindure  of  jalap, 
combined  with  fimple  fyrup,  for  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  them.  In  thefe  medicines  we 

j have 
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have  uniformly  perfifted  lince  this  patient 
came  under  our  care ; and  in  their  opera- 
tion, for  the  moft  part,  we  have  not  been 
difappointed.  Every  different  dofe  has 
been  Attended  with  the  difcharge  of  feve- 
ral  worms ; and  now  he  appears  to  be  in 
no  degree  affected  with  fymptoms  from 
worms.  I am  therefore  hopeful  that  few, 
if  any,  worms  now  remain.  While,  how- 
ever, there  is  any  appearance  of  worms 
from  the  ufe  of  cathartics,  I fhall  not  think 
of  difcontinuing  his  medicines.  But  I 
hope,  that,  for  effecting  a radical  cure  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  I fhall  not  be  obliged  to 
change  his  medicines,  and  that  he  may 
foon  be  difmiffed  from  any  further  at- 
tendance here. 


Sequel; 

This  patient  was  continued  on  the  me- 
dicines at  firfl  directed  for  fome  time  long- 
er. As  there  was  neither  any  difcharge  of 
worms,  nor  any  recurrence  of  his  former 

C c fymptoms, 
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fymptoms,  he  was  then  difmiffed,  and  con- 
tinued in  perfect  health  at  the  end  of  feve- 
ral  months  after  his  difmiffion. 


XXVI. 

A Cafe  in  ’which  a Worm , about  fifty  Inches 
in  lengthy  of  that  kind  which  is  denomina- 
ted the  Tania y was  difcharged  from  the  In- 
teflinal  Canal , by  the  ufe  of  the  Powder  of 
the  Root  of  the  Male  Ferny  fucceeded  by  a 
Cathartic. 

, '\  « - \ r - \ i • 

r • 

C , a woman  in  the  feventy- 

third  year  of  her  age,  admitted  Sep- 
tember 17.  1777,  often  obferves  that  Ihe 
difcharges  by  ftool  living  worms,  which, 
on  examination,  appear  to  be  portions  of 
a Taenia.  The  fragments  difcharged  are 
of  very  different  fizes.  Some  of  them  are 
not  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  others 
above  three- tenths.  The  thicknefs  of  ei- 
ther 
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ther  does  not  exceed  one-twelfth  of  an 
inch.  They  are  of  different  lengths  ; but 
they  are  feldom  lefs  than  half  an  inch,  and 
rarely  exceed  an  inch.  They  are  all  of  a 
white  colour,  and  manifeftly  confift  of 
different  joints. 

She  complains  of  pains  in  her  right  fide, 
which  frequently  fhift  their  lituation ; and 
fhe  is  affedted  with  great  debility  in  her 
right-leg.  This  debility  is  fo  far  conftant 
as  to  occafion  a halt  in  walking.  But  it 
fometimes  increafes  fuddenly  to  fo  great  a 
degree,  that  fhe  falls  down  in  the  ftreet ; 
and,  previous  to  fuch  attacks,  fhe  is  af- 
fedled  with  great  ficknefs  at  ftomach.  In 
a fhort  time,  however,  fhe  again  recovers, 
in  fome  degree,  the  flrength  of  the  af- 
fedfed  leg,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  walk,  al- 
though not  without  difficulty.  She  has 
at  times  the  fenfadon  of  temporary  local 
dwellings  in  the  left  fide  of  her  abdomen, 
which  do  not  feem  to  her  to  arife  from 
wind. 

Her  pulfe,  heat,  and  appetite  for  food, 
are  in  the  natural  Rate ; and  her  tongue  is 
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clean ; but  her  belly  is  in  general  bound, 
and  Ihe  fleeps  ill  in  the  night. 

She  has  now  been  obferved  to  difcharge 
portions  of  this  kind  of  worm  for  thefe 
thirty  years  paft  ; and  during  all  that  time 
Ihe  has  been  affeded  with  fome  of  her  pre- 
fent  fymptoms,  particularly  the  pains  in 
her  belly : but  Ihe  was  firft  affeded  with 
the  weaknefs  of  her  leg  about  twelve 
months  ago. 

She  has  formerly  applied  to  feveral  dif- 
ferent praditioners,  and  has  ufed  many 
medicines,  particularly  powder  of  tin  and 
tindure  of  rhubarb.  From  thefe  laft  me- 
dicines Ihe  has  at  different  times  palfed 
three  worms,  of  the  fame  kind  which  Ihe 
difcharges  at  prefent,  which  were  either 
entire,  or  at  lead  very  large  portions.  One 
of  them  meafured  about  an  hundred  and 
forty-eight  inches  in  length ; another  fe- 
yenty-four  inches ; and  the  third  about 
eighteen  inches.  But  after  thefe  were 
brought  away,  Ihe  foon  again  came  to  dii- 
charge  fmall  portions  in  the  fame  date  as 
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at  prefent ; and  die  was  never  entirely- 
freed  from  the  pains  in  her  belly. 

Capiat  eras , hora  feptima  matutina , pulve- 
ris  radicis  filicis  non  ramofte  drachmam  unam , 
ex  aqua  puree  cyatho ; nec  non 

& Calomclanos , 

Gambogiae , utriufque  granatria. 

Pulveris  cremoris  tartari  fefenneiam , 6y- 
rupi  fimphcis  quantum  fujfciat.  M. 
diligenter  fubigens , ztf  fat  elcEiua- 
rium ; capiat  circiter  partem  dimidiam 
eras  hora  undecima  ante  meridiem , ct 
pofea  capiat  drachmam  unam  omni  bo- 
ra donee  fupervenerit  catharfis. 

September  23.  As  the  medicine  directed 
could  not  be  immediately  procured,  Ihe 
did  not  get  it  till  yeflerday  morning.  The 
powder  occalioned  very  confiderable  lick- 
nefs  at  flomach ; but  it  neither  induced 
vomiting  nor  loofenefs.  The  cathartic 
began  to  operate  about  two  hours  after  it 
was  taken ; and  during  the  operation  die 
difeharged  feveral  fragments  of  the  worm. 
The  longed  of  thefe  was  about  two  feet  in 
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length,  and  nearly  about  three-tenths  of 
an  inch  in  breadth:  the  (horter  fragments 
were  mod  of  them  much  narrower  ; and 
one  of  them  terminated  in  a point  not 
broader  than  the  fize  of  a thread.  The 
whole  fragments  taken  together,  as  far  as 
they  could  be  collected,  meafured  about 
fifty  inches.  This  morning  lhe  has  dis- 
charged fome  more  fragments,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  dead  when  they  came  away. 

Repetantur  medicamenta  u.  a.  eras  mane. 

• September  30.  The  dofe  of  the  powder 
taken  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  occa- 
fioned  very  confiderable  ficknefs  at  (to- 
mach  ; and  from  the  cathartic  fhe  had  fe- 
veral  loofe  (tools : but  no  fragments  of 
any  worm  were  obferved  to  be  difeharged; 
nor  has  fhe  obferved  any  in  her  (tools 
fince  that  time.  She  has  been  for  fome 
days  entirely  free  from  the  pains  in  her  ab- 
domen, and  at  prefent  (he  complains  only 
of  the  weaknefs  of  her  leg ; but  (lie  has 
of  late  had  no  attacks  of  that  fudden  lofs 
of  (trength  from  which  (he  was  before  in 
danger  of  falling  down. 


Inter - 
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Intermitt antur  medicamenta , et  illinatur  ole- 
um camphoratum  femori  dextro  omtii  nolle  bo- 
ra fomnu 

Odober  10.  She  ftill  complains  of  weak- 
nefs,  and  of  fome  degree  of  pain,  in  her 
right  leg  and  knee  j but  fhe  continues 
free  from  the  pains  in  her  abdomen ; and 
no  more  fragments  of  the  Taenia  have  ever 
been  obferved  to  be  difeharged,  either  by 
ftool  or  at  other  times. 

Continuetur  oleum  camphoratum  ut  antea. 

Odober  17.  There  is  no  farther  appear- 
ance of  any  portion  of  the  Taenia ; but  the 
affedion  of  her  leg  continues  nearly  in  the 

fame  Rate  as  before. 

Continuetur  oleum  camphoratum ; nec  non 

accipiat  quotidie  iElus  eleElricos  quatuor  adgra - 
dum  tertium , et  eliciantur  fcintillee  elettrica  e 
femore  affetto. 

Sequel. 

This  patient  continued  the  eledricity 
for  the  fpace  of  fome  weeks,  but  without 

C c 4 re- 
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recovering  the  natural  vigour  of  her  leg. 
As  in  this  fituation  fhe  did  not  expecl 
to  be  farther  benefited  by  the  electricity, 
flie  gave  up  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary  : 
but  during  the  whole  courfe  of  her  attend- 
ance, after  the  remedies  for  the  expulfi on 
of  the  Tamia  were  given  her,  fhe  conti- 
nued free  from  all  her  other  fymptoms, 
excepting  the  affeCtion  of  the  leg.  At  the 
end  of  feveral  months  after  fhe  had  dif- 
continued  her  attendance  at  the  Difpen- 
fary, I had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  her ; 
and  was  happy  to  find  that  fhe  flill  conti- 
nued free  from  any  fymptoms  indicating 
the  prefence  of  Taenia  in  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  that  fhe  had  never  during  that 
time  obferved  any  portions  of  it  to  be  dif- 
charged  by  the  reCtum. 


Observations.. 

As  this  patient  did  not  make  application 
at  the  Difpenfary  till  the  beginning  ot 
September,  by  which  time  the  fummer 

courfe 
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courfe  of  Cafe-ledtures  for  the  year  1777 
was  terminated,  her  complaints  were  never 
made  the  fubjedt  of  ledture.  But  as  this 
is  the  firft  cafe  in  which  I have  ever  had 
occafion  to  ufe  the  powder  of  the  fern-root 
againft  the  Taenia,  and  as  the  pradtice  has 
not,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  been  common  in 
this  country,  I imagined  that  the  publica- 
tion of  it  might  not  be  unacceptable,  or 
without  fome  advantage. 

I need  not  obferve,  that,  in  the  treatment 
of  this  cafe,  the  pradtice  which  I follow- 
ed was  fuggefted  by  a publication  which 
has  lately  appeared  at  Paris.  This  treatife 
is  intitled,  Traitement  contre  'Tania  ou  Ver 
Solitaire , pratique  a Morat  en  Suijfe , examine 
et  eprowve  a Paris.  Publie  par  ordre  du  Roi. 
And  it  is  figned  by  the  refpedtable  names 
of  Laflone,  Macquer,  de  la  Motte,  Juffieu, 
Carburi,  and  Cadet.  In  their  publication, 
befides  an  accurate  defcription  of  the  Tse- 
nia,  illuftrated  by  plates,  and  a particular 
account  of  the  method  employed  by  Ma- 
dame Nouffer  in  the  adminiftration  of  her 
fpecific,  we  are  prefented  alfo  with  the  hi- 

ftqry 


4i4  MEDICAL  CASES 

{lory  of  feveral  cafes  in  which  it  was  ufed 
with  fuccefs.  It  muft,  however,  be  obfer- 
ved,  that  the  powder  of  the  root  of  the 
male  fern,  which  is  confidered  as  the  ar- 
ticle of  greateft  adivity,  is  reprefented  to 
be  a fpecific  only  in  cafes  of  the  folitary 
worm,  tape-worm,  or  Taenia  lata.  But  al- 
though it  be  not  held  forth  as  having  a 
certain  effed,  it  is  confidered  alfo  as  high- 
ly ufeful  againft  the  Taenia  cucurbitina,  or 
gourd-worm.  On  this  authority*  then,  I 
determined  to  have  recourfe  to  it  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  and  was  not  without  expeda- 
tion  of  fuccefs.  This  expectation  was 
fomewhat  increafed  from  the  accounts 
which  I had  heard  of  the  ufe  of  the  fern- 
powder  in  Britain.  Not  long  after  the 
treatife  which  I have  mentioned  had  been 
publifhed  in  Paris,  it  appeared  in  an  Eng- 
lifh  drefs,  being  tranflated  into  our  lan- 
guage by  that  ingenious  and  induflnous 
phyfician  Dr  Simmons  of  London.  And 
I was  informed,  that,  in  a fecond  edition 
of  his  tranflation,  he  intended  to  publiOi 
the  hiftories  of  feveral  cafes  tranfmitted  to 

him  by  praditioners  in  different  parts  of 

Britain, 
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Britain,  in  which  it  had  been  ufed  with 
fuccefs  both  againft  the  Taenia  lata  and 
Taenia  cucurbitina.  Such  induftry  in  the 
collection  of  hiftories  with  regard  to  the 
ufe  of  medicines,  either  new  or  revived, 
the  rather  merits  praife,  as  it  affords  not 
only  the  fulleft  fatisfa&ion  with  regard  to 
the  fuccefs  and  fafety  of  the  medicine,  but 
likewife  leads  to  the  moft  effectual  mode 
of  adminiftration. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  foon  after  the 
treatment  propofed  was  begun,  it  appears, 
from  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  that  our  pa- 
tient was,  for  the  time  at  lead,  freed  from 
an  affeClion  with  which  fhe  had  been  di- 
ftreffed  for  many  years.  Two  queftions, 
however,  naturally  prefent  themfelves  on 
this  fubjeCt.  It  may  occur  as  a matter  of 
fome  doubt,  how  far  the  expulfion  of  the 
large  portions  of  the  Tsenia  which  here 
took  place,  really  depended  on  what  Ma- 
dam Nouffer  terms  her  fpecific,  the  fern- 
powder?  And  it  may  be  afked,  Whe- 
ther there  be  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the 

cure 
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cure  thus  obtained  will  be  effedual  and 
radical  ? * 

Perhaps  a pofitive  anfwer  can  be  given 
to  neither  of  thefe  queftions.  With  regard 
to  the  firft,  however,  I cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  there  is  here  great  reafon  for  pre- 
fuming that  the  fern-powder  had  very  con- 
fiderable  influence  in  the  expulfion  of  the 
worm.  I am  indeed  fully  aware,  that  good 
effe&s  may  be  obtained  in  the  expulfion  of 
worms  of  any  kind,  or  of  any  other  foreign 
matters,  from  the  inteftinal  canal,  by  ftrong 
and  draflic  cathartics,  although  they  pof- 
fefs  no  fpecific  power.  An  evacuant  of 
fuch  a nature,  however,  is  unqueftionably 
afforded  by  the  purgative  which  Madame 
Nouffer  diredls  to  be  given  after  her  fpe- 
cific. It  confifls  of  no  lefs  than  ten  grains 
of  mercurius  dulcis,  as  much  refin  of 
fcammony,  and  from  four  to  feven  grains 
of  gamboge,  Paris  weight.  Each  of  thefe 
articles  is  direded  to  be  feparately  redu- 
ced to  a fine  powder,  and  then  the  whole 
to  be  formed  into  a bolus  with  fome  con- 
ferve.  Any  one  of  thefe  articles,  taken  by 
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itfelf,  may  naturally  be  fuppofed  a power- 
ful cathartic.  It  muft  indeed  be  obferved, 
that,  from  the  cafes  treated  and  publifhed 
at  Paris,  it  appears,  that  the  whole  dofe 
may  be  taken,  even  in  weak  habits,  with- 
out inconvenience  ; and  although  it  often 
produced  a confiderable  number  of  ftools, 
as  for  example,  to  the  extent  of  fourteen  or 
upwards,  yet  they  were  in  general  without 
pain,  and  did  not  weaken  the  patient  by  the 
evacuation.  It  is  but  natural,  therefore,  to 
fufped,  that  fomething  may  depend  on  the 
mere  purgative  power  of  this  article. 

In  the  cafe  here  treated,  indeed,  we  did 
not  venture  to  exhibit  a purgative  of  fuch 
ftrength.  Three  grains  only  of  calomel, 
and  as  much  gamboge,  without  any  refm 
of  fcammony,  were  here  employed.  Thefe 
were  conjoined  under  the  form  of  electuary, 
with  a quantity  of  cream  of  tartar  fuffi- 
cient  to  fecure  their  operation.  And  this 
electuary  was  at  the  fame  time  direded  to 
be  taken  in  repeated  fmall  dofes,  fo  as  to 
avoid  all  danger  of  hypercatharfis.  In  this 
way,  however,  the  ufe  of  it  was  followed 

by 
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by  a very  brifk  operation;  and  conse- 
quently it  muft  have  had  confiderable  in- 
fluence in  tending  to  expel  any  thing  con- 
tained in  the  inteftines. 

But  it  may  farther  be  obferved,  that  it 
is  not  improbable  that  one  of  the  articles 
which  entered  the  purgative  here  employ- 
ed, as  well  as  that  of  Madame  Nouffer,  has 
more  influence  than  merely  as  a cathar- 
tic, that  is,  the  gamboge.  There  is  even 
reafon  for  prefuming,  that  while  the  gam- 
boge in  fuch  cafes  operates  as  a purga- 
tive to  the  human  fyftem,  it  has  alfo  the 
effea  of  operating  as  a poifon  to  the  Tae- 
nia. At  leaf!,  it  is  now  highly  probable,  9 
that  gamboge,  united  to  the  fal  abfynthii, 
conftitutes  a medicine  which  has  been 
much  celebrated  for  the  expulfion  of  Tae-  I 
nia  from  the  inteftinal  canal ; I mean  the  | 
remedy  employed  by  Dr  Herrenfchwand.  1 
Of  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  this  remedy,  9 
fome  account  was  given  feveral  years  ago  ^ 
by  the  illuftrious  Baron  Van  Swieten  : but  | 
he  mentions  it  as  a remedy  not  then  com-  I 

municated  to  the  public;  and  from  his 

account 
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account  no  conjedlure  whatever  can  be 
formed  with  regard  to  the  articles  on  which 
the  activity  of  it  depends.  I have  lately, 
however,  been  informed  by  a very  inge- 
nious friend  of  mine,  that  Dr  Herrenfch^ 
wand’s  remedy  is  prepared  according  to 
the  following  formula : “ Guttse  gam- 
bogias  grana  decern  ad  grana  quindecim, 
pro  ratione  aetatis ; falis  abfynthii  cryft. 
grana  quindecim  ad  grana  viginti.  M.” 
With  this  receipt  he  was  favoured  by  Dr 
Herrenfchwand  himfelf.  The  dofe  men- 
tioned above  is  diredted  to  be  taken  early 
in  the  morning.  After  it  the  patient  has 
generally  a mucous  (tool  ; but  the  worm 
rarely  comes  away.  In  two  hours  the 
fame  dofe  is  repeated;  and  this  for  the 
moft  part  is  fufficient.  But  if  Rill  the 
worm  fhould  not  be  difcharged,  a third, 
and  even  a fourth,  dofe  is  given,  the  fame 
interval  being  interpofed  between  each  ex- 
hibition. 

Although,  in  this  mode  of  cure,  a very 
large  proportion  of  an  article  which  is 
commonly  confidered  as  a very  draftic 

4 pur- 


42o  MEDICAL  CASES 

purgative,  be  introduced,  into  the  alimen- 
tary canal ; yet  it  is  faid,  that  it  never 
produces  any  bad  effed,  even  with  chil- 
dren : and  it  is  farther  faid,  that  where  it 
operates  ftrongly  as  a cathartic,  its  opera- 
tion is  not  attended  with  gripes.  It  de- 
ferves  here  to  be  remarked,  that  the  reme- 
dy of  Dr  Herrenchfwand,  as  well  as  that 
of  Madame  Nouffer,  is  reprefented  as  be- 
ing effedual  only  againft  the  Taenia  lata, 
or  tape-worm.  Dr  Herrenfchwand  him- 
felf  allows,  that  he  has  derived  but  little 
benefit  from  it  when  employed  againft  the 
Tseniacucurbitina,or  gourd-worm.  Hence, 
then,  befides  what  arifes  from  the  adivity 
of  the  purgative  employed,  another  doubt 
with  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  the  fern- 
powder  may  be  ftarted  alfo  from  the  in- 
fluence of  the  gamboge. 

I cannot,  however,  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  confider  the  evidence  which  we 
have  of  the  efficacy  of  the  fern-powder  as 
being  much  invalidated. 

With  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  Dr  Her- 

renfch wand’s  mode  of  treatment,  it  would 
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at  prefent  be  out  of  place  to  make  any  ob- 
fervations.  I have  had  occafion  to  em- 
ploy it  alfo  in  fome  cafes,  the  particulars 
of  which  I propofe  to  lay  before  the  pub- 
lic in  a future  volume  of  this  publication. 
It  is  fufficient  here  to  obferve,  that,  in  his 
practice,  the  gamboge  is  given  to  a much 
greater  extent  than  it  is  ever  employed  by 
Madame  Nouffer.  And  it  may  farther 
be  remarked,  that,  in  the  cafes  which 
have  fallen  under  her  care,  the  worm 
was  often  expelled  by  the  fern-powder 
alone,  or  what  fhe  calls  the  Specific,  be- 
fore the  gamboge  or  any  other  purga- 
tive was  taken.  To  thefe  arguments  it 
may  alfo  be  added,  that  the  power  of  the 
male  fern  as  an  anthelmintic,  and  particu- 
larly as  a remedy  in  cafes  of  Tsenia,  was 
well  known  to  the  ancients.  This  abun- 
dantly appears  from  the  writings  of  The- 
ophraftus,  Diofcorides,  Ga-len,  Avicenna, 
and  many  others.  It  feems,  however, 
to  have  Ihared  the  fate  of  many  other 
powerful  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  in 
. falling  into  unmerited  negleft  among  prac— 
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titioners  of  more  modern  date.  Into  the 
caufes  of  this  it  is  unnecefiary  to  inquire  : 
but,  if  the  prefent  pra&ice  fhall  confirm 
the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  the  reftoration 
of  this  article  to  the  lift  of  the  materia  me- 
dica  may  be  confidered  as  a circumftance 
of  importance  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
In  the  cafe  before  us,  while  the  expulfion 
of  the  worm  unqueftionably  followed  the 
treatment  employed,  that  degree  of  fick- 
nefs  at  ftomach  which  arofe  from  the  fern- 
powder  alone  before  any  other  medicine 
was  exhibited,  gives  reafon  for  prefuming 
that  this  expulfion  was  in  a great  meafure 
owing  to  the  influence  which  it  exerted. 

But  if  the  cafe  before  us  ferves  to  fhow 
that  the  fern-powder  is  a remedy  of  effi- 
cacy in  expelling  the  Taenia  lata,  it  is  a 
matter  of  ftill  greater  importance  to  afcer- 
tain  whether  it  affords  an  eftettual  and  ra- 
dical cure  in  fuch  cafes.  With  regard  to 
this  queftion,  in  the  prefent  inftance  atleaft, 
I can  now  fpeak  with  greater  confidence 
than  formerly.  Even  at  that  time,  indeed, 

when  I confidered,  that  after  the  difcharge 
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of  the  worm  fhe  was  completely  freed  from 
all  the  fymptoms  with  which  fhe  had  been 
before  affected,  and  that  fome  months  had 
elapfed  without  the  flighted  appearance  of 
any  fragment  of  the  worm  being  difchar- 
ged,  I thought  there  was  ground  for  ho- 
ping that  a radical  cure  had  been  obtained. 
This  was  the  rather  probable,  as  the  very 
narrow  portion  which  came  awray  was  evi- 
dently the  neck,  or,  as  it  has  perhaps  been 
more  properly  called,  the  Thread  or  Filum 
of  aTaznia.  Hence  there  was  ground  for 
believing  that  every  part  of  the  worm  was 
difcharged. 

Yet,  when  I confidered  that  much  larger 
portions  had  before  been  difcharged  by  the 
ufe  of  other  remedies,  I thought  there  was 
reafon  to  fear,  that,  from  the  continuance 
of  fome  portion  of  it  in  the  inteftines,  fhe 
flioulcl  again  be  fubjefled  to  her  former 
affection.  And  even  the  appearance  of  the 
thread  was  no  certain  evidence  of  the  con- 
trary of  this.  For  it  is  now  well  known, 
that  both  in  the  cafe  of  the  T?enia  cucur- 
bitina  and  Taenia  lata,  although  the  latter 
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has  obtained  the  name  of  the  Solitary- 
Worm,  two,  or  even  more,  may  at  the  fame 
time  be  prefent  in  the  alimentary  canal. 

The  late  ingenious  Mr  Charles  Darwin, 
who  officiated  as  medical  aftiftant  at  the 
Difpenfary  at  the  time  when  this  patient’s 
cafe  was  treated,  and  who,  while  he  pof- 
feffed  extenfive  knowledge  in  every  branch 
of  medicine,  was  alfo  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  for  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
natural  hifiory,  had  the  firft  opportunity 
of  examining  this  worm  after  it  was  dis- 
charged. He  found  it,  as  had  indeed  been 
before  afcertained  from  the  fragments  dif- 
charged  on  other  occafions,  to  be  the  Tae- 
nia lata  of  Linnaeus.  This  circumftance, 
as  the  worm  is  in  general  folitary,  when 
conjoined  with  the  difcharge  of  its  thread, 
gave  ground  for  fuppofing  that  the  whole 
belonged  to  one  worm,  and  that  it  was 
completely  difcharged  ; but  the  fragments 
which  came  away  with  the  thread  during 
the  operation  of  the  purgative  were  nume- 
rous. There  was  no  circumftance  from 
which  it  could  be  with  certainty  inferred 

that 
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that  they  all  belonged  to  the  fame  worm ; 
and,  even  a day  after  the  thread  was  dif- 
engaged,  fome  broad  fragments  were  ob~ 
ferved  to  come  away. 

From  thefe  confederations,  then,  altho’ 
a fecond  dofe  of  the  fern-powder  had  been 
employed  without  any  effed,  and  even  af- 
ter fome  months  were  elapfed  without  any 
return  of  fymptoms,  I could  not  venture 
to  affert  that  a radical  cure  was  produced. 
But  it  is  now  three  years  fince  the  fern- 
powder  was  employed  in  this  cafe  ; and  I 
have  the  fatisfadion  of  learning  from  the 
patient  herfelf,  that  during  all  that  period 
Ihe  has  never  obferved  any  appearance  of 
'Tasnia,  nor  been  fubjeded  to  any  fymptom 
which  could  lead  her  to  fufped  its  pre- 
fence. We  may  now,  therefore,  venture 
to  affert,  that  by  the  ufe  of  this  remedy 
ihe  has  been  freed  from  an  affedion  to 
which  flie  had  been  fubjeded  for  the  fpace 
of  thirty  years. 

Since  I wrote  the  above  remarks,  1 have 
been  favoured  with  a letter  from  an  emi- 
nent and  refpedable  phyfician,  Dr  Ogilvy 
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of  Forfar,  giving  an  account  of  a cafe  in 
which  he  has  employed  the  fern-powder 
againft  Taenia.  His  patient  has  taken  this 
medicine  many  different  times  in  the  man- 
ner diredled  by  Madame  Nouffer.  The 
confequence  has  been,  that  upwards  of  30 
yards  of  a Taenia  have  been  brought  away. 
Dr  Ogilvy  has  fent  me  a large  fragment 
of  this  worm,  and  I find  it  to  be  the  Ver- 
mis Cucurbitinus  of  Platerus,  or  Taenia 
Solium  of  Linnaeus.  Although  every  dofe 
of  the  fern  has  brought  away  a large  por- 
tion of  it,  yet  even  frequent  repetition  has 
not  been  able  to  effetT  a complete  removal. 
This  affords  additional  confirmation  of 
Madame  Nouffer’s  remarks  with  regard  to 
the  power  of  the  fern- root. 
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